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^  PREFACE 


The  contradictory  views  of  the  conduct  and  character  of 
President  Lopez,  taken  by  those  who  have  felt  an  interest 
in  the  struggle  between  the  Paraguayans  and  the  Allied 
Powers  opposed  to  them,  have  led  me  to  think  that  a  short 
work,  written  by  one  who  has  resided  eleven  years  in  Para- 
guay, might  not  be  unacceptable.  Having  been  engaged 
in  the  defence  of  the  country,  I  am  enabled  to  give  au- 
thentic information  on  the  subject. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  narrative,  I  consider 
Lopez  to  be  a  monster  without  a  parallel,  but  I  did  not 
discover  his  character  before  the  latter  end  of  1868. 
All  his  outrages  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  I  only 
heard  by  vague  rumours.  His  manner,  however,  was 
such  as  entirely  to  dispel  and  throw  discredit  on  any 
w^hispers  which  might  be  uttered  against  him.  Latterly, 
however,  I  have  received  overwhelming  corroborations 
of  what  I  have  stated  against  him  in  the  early  part  of 
the  book. 

The  mode  in  which  President  Lopez  began  the  war  on 
the  Argentines  was  outrageous,  but  with  Brazil  war  was 
apparently  unavoidable ;  and  had  he  not  commenced  the 
war  when  he  did,  Brazil  would  have  taken  Paraguay  at  a 
disadvantage. 

My  personal  motives  for  taking  a  part  in  the  war  were 
not,  however,  so  much  political  as  physical.     I  wanted 
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change  of  air,  and  I  was  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  joining 
what  then  promised  to  be  only  a  military  promenade  over 
several  hundred  miles.  Interested  motives  I  had  none,  for 
I  received  no  augmentation  of  salary ;  and  when  the  Secret 
Treaty  was  published,  it  gave  me  a  further  zest  to  fight 
for  Paraguay,  as  I  believed,  from  the  terms  of  the  Pro- 
tocol, that  she  must  either  fight  or  be  absorbed. 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  have  written  the  following 
account  of  the  war  until  President  Lopez  should  have 
been  deposed  by  the  Allies.  They  appear,  however,  to 
be  in  no  way  anxious  to  put  an  end  to  the  fearful  sacri- 
fice of  life  which  has  been  going  on  in  Paraguay  for  four 
years  and  a  half;  and,  considering  that  the  following  nar- 
rative might  have  some  effect  towards  urging  them  to 
conclude  the  war,  and  thus  save  the  lives  of  the  women 
and  children  in  Paraguay,  who  must  now  be  dying  of 
mere  starvation,  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  an  una- 
dorned statement  of  facts. 

Although  I  can  speak  of  the  despot,  who  has  used 
them  for  the  purposes  of  his  own  selfish  ambition,  only 
with  the  greatest  horror  and  aversion,  for  the  Para- 
guayans themselves  I  have  the  most  friendly  feehngs  ; 
and  I  think  I  may  say  that  I  have  done  my  duty  to- 
wards them,  having,  as  far  as  I  could,  alleviated  the 
misery  of  the  military  life  of  those  who  were  under  my 
orders,  and  having  been  able  to  save  many  of  their  lives. 
For  some  of  the  information  respecting  the  Allies,  I 

am  indebted  to  files  of  the  Buenos-Ayrean  Standard, 

Trihuna,  and  Nacion  Argentina, 

London : 
June  18,  1869. 
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THE 

WAR   IN    PARAGUAY. 

CHAPTER  I. 

GENEHAL  NOTICE   OF  THE  BELLIGERENT  POWERS,  AND  SKETCH  OF  THE 
HISTORY   OF  PARAGUAY  UP   TO   THE   COMMENCEMENT  OF   THE  WAR. 

Paraguay*,  the  Argentine  Confederation,  the  Banda 
Oriental,  and  Brazil,  are  four  States  in  South  America, 
which,  from  their  topographical  position,  are  obliged  to 
hold  a  certain  amount  of  intercourse,  which  each  of  them 
would  gladly  dispense  with,  as  their  inhabitants  cordially 
dislike  each  other.  The  first  three  are  peopled  by  a 
mixture  of  Spaniards  with  the  aboriginal  races,  and  the 
fourth  by  a  mixture  of  Portuguese  with  the  same,  and 
with  negroes. 

Brazil  has,  since  she  was  first  colonised  by  the  Portu- 
guese, been  chiefly  engaged  in  the  slave-trade,  and  in  the 
cultivation  by  slave-labour  of  produce  for  exportation  to 
Europe.  She  has  had  no  foreign  wars,  excepting  a  few 
skirmishes  with  her  neighbours,  always  carried  on  abroad, 
and  a  few  small  and  weak  revolutions  have  been  quickly 
put  down  by  a  free  Government,  by  bribery,  and  not 
by  fighting.  The  number  of  negroes  imported,  and  the 
degrading  influences  to  which  they  have  been  subjected 

*  Paraguay :  Para,  the  sea ;  gua,  pertaining  to ;  1/  (pronounced  il),  rivet 
or  water.     Literally,  '  the  river  pertaining  to  the  sea.' 
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as  slaves,  have  lowered  tlie  Brazilians  (as  a  race)  very  far 
in  the  scale  of  humanity. 

The  Argentines  and  Orientals  (as  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Banda  Oriental  are  called)  are  very  similar  races — 
fine  men  and  women — showing  very  little  of  the  Indian, 
excepting  the  Gauchos  and  the  Correntinos,  who  have 
much  more  Indian  than  Spanish  blood.  These  two  nations 
have  continually  been  fighting;  when  not  fighting  with 
each  other  they  have  fought  at  home,  generally  cutting 
the  throats  of  the  prisoners  they  took  in  battle. 

Paraguay,  since  it  was  first  conquered  by  the  Spaniards, 
had  been  in  a  state  of  profound  peace,  if  we  except  an 
expedition  of  a  few  hundred  men  under  General  Belgrano, 
sent  by  Buenos  Ayres,  at  the  beginning  of  this  century. 
This  expedition  fought  two  so-called  battles,  in  both  of 
which  Paraguay  claimed  the  victory.  The  first,  however, 
after  crossing  the  River  Parana*,  at  the  Biver  Tacuari, 
must  have  been  a  drawn  battle,  or  more  probably  a  defeat 
for  the  Paraguayans ;  as  after  it  the  Argentines  marched 
on  a  distance  of  260  miles  throught  the  heart  of  the  country, 
to  the  plain  of  Paraguari,  where  they  were  beaten  by  the 
Paraguayans,  who  had  only  sticks  and  stones  to  oppose 
to  the  arms  of  Belgrano.  This  is  the  only  instance,  before 
the  present  war,  in  which  Paraguay  had  been  invaded  by 
a  foreign  force. 

In  the  wars  of  Rosas,  Paraguay  sent  a  few  men  to 
Corrientes,  under  Lopez,  then  a  lad  of  18,  and  '  General- 
in-Chief  of  the  Paraguayan  Armies,'  but  there  was 
no  fighting ;  so  that,  before  the  present  war,  the  Para- 
guayans may  be  said  to  have  been  quite  unacquainted 
with  the  science  of  war. 

The  race  of  men  in  Paraguay  was  physically  a  finer 
race  than  those  of  the  other  States  mentioned,  and  was 

*  Para,  the  sea;  na,  like.     Literally,  '  like  the  sea'. 
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divided  into  four  classes,  viz : — AYhite,  Mulatto,  Indian, 
and  Negro — the  second  being  a  mixture  of  either  the  third 
lor  fourth  with  the  first.  The  ^  White,'  the  aristocracy  of 
Paraguay,  was  descended  from  the  original  Spanish 
invaders,  who  married  Indian  women.  The  descendants 
of  these  marriages  have  only  intermarried  themselves,  or 
with  fresh  European  blood,  admitting  no  more  of  the 
Indian.  Mulattoes  could  not  be  ordained  priests — 
Indians  might. 

Almost  immediately  after  the  discovery  of  Paraguay 
the  Jesuits  settled  there,  and  built  a  church  (1588).  At 
this  time  the  Spaniards,  who  governed  the  country,  were 
treating  the  Indians  very  badly,  and  using  them  as  slaves. 
The  Jesuits  wrote  to  their  Home  Government  and  com- 
plained of  this,  and  the  Government  of  Paraguay  was  re- 
primanded, and  the  Jesuits  ordered  to  use  their  best  endea- 
vours to  civilise  the  Indians  and  to  treat  them  kindly. 

The  Jesuits  thus  got  a  standing  in  the  country,  and 
turned  it  to  good  account.  They  built  villages  called 
'  Missions,'  far  enough  away  from  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment to  have  no  fear  of  being  disturbed  by  it  in  their 
labours.  These  villages  were  from  ten  to  twenty  miles 
apart,  so  that  the  communication  between  them  was  easy. 
Here  they  collected  the  Indians,  and  taught  them  reading 
and  writing.  They  reduced  to  a  system  of  writing  the 
unwritten  Indian  language,  Guarani  (spoken  by  all 
Paraguayans ),  and  printed  grammars,  dictionaries,  missals, 
&c.,  in  that  language.  They  taught  the  Indians  all  the 
trades,  and  built  churches  containing  some  fine  wood- 
carving,  gilding,  matting,  &c. — the  work  of  their  disciples. 
They  brought  the  Indians  to  a  more  than  military  state 
of  discipline  and  obedience,  under  which  they  gradually 
abdicated  reason  and  thought,  and  did  wliat  they  were 
ordered,  without  thinking  whether  their  masters  had  the 
rio-ht  or  not  to  order  them. 
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In  1767  the  Jesuits  were  ordered  to  leave  the  country 
by  the  Spanish  Government,  and  they  deserve  great  ap- 
plause for  avoiding  bloodshed  ;  as,  by  their  influence  over 
the  people,  they  could  have  easily  mthstood  the  Govern- 
ment and  remained  masters  of  the  country.  They  had 
done  a  great  deal  of  good  in  Paraguay,  by  civilising  the 
Indians  and  protecting  them  from  the  Spaniards;  but 
though  they  probably  had  ambitious  views,  they  were  not 
prepared  to  enforce  them  at  the  cost  of  so  much  life  as 
would  have  been  lost  had  they  opposed  the  Government. 

After  the  expedition  of  General  Belgrano,  g.nd  in  the 
same  year  (1811),  a  quiet  revolution,  during  which  not  a 
drop  of  blood  was  shed,  was  got  up ;  the  result  being  the 
appointment  of  two  Counsellors,  to  assist  the  Spanish 
Governor  ( Yelasco)  in  forming  a  new  Government.  One 
of  these  was  the  famous  Dr.  Jose  Gaspar  Francia.  These 
three  ruled  mildly  till  1813,  when  Francia  and  Yegros 
were  chosen  Consuls.  Yegros  died  shortly  after  (he  is 
said  to  have  been  put  out  of  the  way  by  Francia),  and 
Francia  then  called  toorether  a  cons^ress,  and  had  himself 
named  Dictator — first  for  two  years,  and  shortly  after- 
wards for  life. 

He  now  began  his  terrible  system  of  tyranny.  He 
first  instituted  so  perfect  a  system  of  espionage,  that  no  one 
saying  a  word  to  his  nearest  relations  could  feel  safe  that 
it  would  not  be  reported  to  Francia.  Everyone  supposed 
to  be  against  the  Government,  even  only  in  thought,  was 
thrown  into  prison,  and  some  of  them  shot  (especially  the 
more  influential  men  of  the  country),  and  their  property 
confiscated.  Francia  was  in  continual  fear  of  being 
assassinated ;  and  when  he  rode  in  the  streets,  everyone 
was  obliged  to  hide,  even  women,  for  his  escort  used  to 
beat  everyone  found  in  the  streets  when  his  Excellency 
passed. 

He  closed  tlie  whole  of  Paraguay,  by  land  and  by  water, 
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to  all  communication  from  abroad,  placing  guards  and 
piquets  all  around  the  frontiers.  He  prohibited  ino-ress 
and  egress,  both  of  persons  and  goods ;  and  anyone 
found  attempting  to  leave  the  country,  or  to  send  money 
out  of  it,  was  shot.  A  ship  was  now  and  then  alloAved  to 
go  to  Paraguay  with  goods,  for  which  Francia  paid  in 
Yerba  (the  tea  of  the  country),  but  any  other  foreigners 
who  came  within  his  grasp,  he  detained  in  the  country. 

He  made  ^  law  prohibiting  the  intermarriage  of  Whites, 
Blacks,  Indians,  and  Mulattoes ;  and  declared  several  of 
the  chief  families,  whom  he  disliked,  to  be  Mulattoes,  so 
that  they  should  not  marry, — for  no  White  Paraguayan 
would  degrade  himself  or  herse-lf  by  marrying  with 
one  of  a  loAver  caste.  He  expected  thus  to  exterminate 
those  families,  but  the  Spanish  law  of  legitimacy  enabled 
them  to  marry  after  his  death,  and  so  legitimise  their 
children.  Marriage  generally  was  discouraged  by  Francia, 
and  hence  arose  the  immorality  to  which  the  lower  classes 
gave  way,  though  rarely  the  higher.  Their  morals  were 
not,  however,  in  reality  so  bad  as  would  be  supposed :  for 
although  the  marriages  were  not  celebrated  in  church, 
the  women  were  nearly  as  faithful  as  if  they  had  been 
regularly  married,  with  the  difference  that,  as  the  tie  was 
not  irrevocable,  when  two  people  found  they  did  not  agree 
well  they  separated. 

Francia  died  in  1840,  85  years  of  age.  He  was  buried 
under  the  altar  in  the  Encarnacion  Church,  at  Asuncion  ; 
but  his  remains  were  afterwards  dug  out,  and  flung  into 
the  river,  by  men  whose  families  he  had  wronged.  Three 
of  the  principal  men  of  Paraguay  were  to  have  been  shot 
the  morning  he  died,  but  the  order  for  their  execution 
was  never  carried  out. 

A  congress  was  assembled,  and  Carlos  Antonio  Lopez 
and  E-oque  Alonzo  were  chosen  Consuls.  The  second  of 
these  Avas  a  good  man,  and  well   spoken  of  by  all  who 
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knew  him  ;  but  he  had  not  strength  of  mind  enough  to 
keep  up  with  Lopez,  who  soon  turned  him  out,  and 
remained  alone  in  the  Government.  At  first  they  both 
signed  in  one  line,  denoting  equality  of  power.  Soon 
afterwards  Lopez  signed  first,  and  Alonzo  underneath  him, 
as  second ;  but  at  last  Lopez  said  to  Alonzo,  '  Andate, 
barbaro '  (Go  away,  barbarian),  and  had  himself  elected 
President  for  ten  years  by  a  congress,  which  he  called 
together  in  1844.  In  this  congress,  and  in  others,*  laws 
were  passed,  of  which  the  following  are  extracts  : — 

From  the  '  Statutes  for  the  Administration  of  Justice,^ 
November  24,  1842. 

Aet.  71. — '  The  pain  of  torture  and  confiscation  of  goods  is 
abolished.' 


From  the  '  Decree  for  Abolishing  Slavery,^  [N'ov.  24,  1842. 

The  Supreme  Government  of  the  Repubhc  of  Paraguay  ac- 
cords and  decrees : — 

Aet.  1. — 'From  the  first  of  January  of  the  year  1843,  the 
wombs  of  the  female  slaves  shall  be  free,  and  any  children  they 
have  after  that  date  shall  be  called  Libertos  of  the  Republic  of 
Paraguay. ' 

Aet.  2. — 'The  Libertos  are  obliged  to  serve  their  masters  till 
the  age  of  25  the  males,  and  24  the  females.' 


From  the  ^Approbation  '  of  the  Message  to  Congress. 

Aet.  29. — '  From  the  first  of  next  month  the  salary  of  the 
First  Consul  will  be  4,000  hard  dollars  per  annum,  and  that 
of  the  Second  Consul  3,000.' 


^'  An  unlucky  member  of  one  of  the  congresses  ventured  to  whisper  to 
his  neighbour  diu-ing  the  sitting,  and  was  iguorainiously  turned  out  by 
Lopez. 


LEGISLATION, 


From  the  ^  Act  of  Independence  of Paraguaij,^  ^oy. 25 ,1^4:2, 

Art.  2. — '  The    Republic  of  Paraguay  shall   never  be  the 
patrimony  of  one  person  or  family.' 


From  the  ^  Instructions  of  the  Police ^^  June  15,  1843. 

Art.  37. — '  It  is  absolutely  prohibited  to  speak  of  the  parties 
and  of  the  civil  war  which,  sad  to  say,  is  breaking  up  the 
neighbouring  provinces,  and  insults  and  threats  to  the  refugees 
of  either  party  mil  not  be  permitted.  Those  who  wish  to  Kve 
in  this  Republic  must  understand  that  they  have  to  keep  pro- 
found silence  concerning  the  occurrences  and  parties  on  the 
other  side,  in  Corrientes,  and  the  Commissary  of  Police  will 
advise  all  foreigners  and  refugees  that  we  wish  here  to  know 
nothing  of  their  disastrous  hatreds  and  rancours,  and  those 
who  do  not  like  it  may  retire  at  once  from  the  country.' 

From  the   '  Laic  Establishing  the  Political  Administration 
of  the  Republic  of  Paraguay,^  March  16,  1844. 

CHAPTER     VII. 

'  Of  the  Attrihutes  of  the  President  of  the  Eejnihlic.^ 

Art.  1. — 'The  authority  of  the  President  op  the  Republic 
IS  extraordinary  m  cases  op  invasion,  interior  commotion,  and 

AS  OFTEN  AS  IT  MAY  BE  NECESSARY  FOR  THE    CONSERVATION    OF   THE 
ORDER  AND  PUBLIC  TRANQUILLITY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC.' 

Art.  9. — '  He  declares  war  and  peace,  and  takes  upon  him- 
self the  responsibility  of  all  measures  which  may  tend  either 
to  war  or  peace.' 

Art.  17. — 'He  can  celebrate  concordats  with  the  Holy 
Apostolic  See,  grant  or  refuse  his  consent  to  the  decrees  of 
the  Councils  and  any  other  ecclesiastic  constitution,  give  or  re- 
fuse the  exequatur  to  the  Pontifical  Bulls  or  Briefs,  without 
which  requisite  no  one  will  comply  with  them.' 

Art.  18. — '  He  is  the  private  judge  of  the  causes  reserved  in 
the  statute  of  the  administration  of  justice.' 
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CHAPTER   VIII. 


Art.  3. — '  The  Ministers  of  State  will  have  no  other  style 
than  "you,"  and  can  give  no  order  withoiit  the  approbation 
and  consent  of  the  President  of  the  Repubhc' 

Art.  4. — '  They  will  receive  the  compensation  which  the 
President  of  the  Republic  shall  assign  to  them.' 


From  the  *  Reform  of  some  of  the  Privileges  of  the  Reverend 
Bishops,'  November  3,  1845. 

'The  President  of  the  Republic  of  Paraguay  considering  that, 
at  the  same  time  that  he  has  accredited  himself  by  his  zeal  for 
religious  worship,  he  must  also  take  care  that  no  employe  of 
the  Church  appear  either  there  or  in  the  streets,  exalting  him- 
self above  the  Supreme  National  Government,  decrees  : — 

Art.  1. — '  Any  and  every  ringing  of  bells  is  prohibited  on  the 
Bishop's  entering  and  leaving  the  Church.' 

Art.  2. — '  It  is  likewise  forbidden  to  kneel  in  the  streets,  or 
in  any  other  place,  when  the  Bishop  passes.' 

Art.  3. — '  He  will  not  use  a  throne,  nor  a  robe,  either  in  or 
out  of  the  church.' 

Having  thus  got  the  absolute  power  legally  into  his 
hands,  he  began  to  make  an  army  to  sustain  it.  This 
will  be  described  further  on. 

His  family  was  poor  when  he  first  entered  the  Govern- 
ment, and  he  himself,  in  Francia's  time,  was  a  poor  lawyer 
glad  to  get  a  dollar  fee.  Carlos  Antonio  Lopez  was  mar- 
ried to  Dona  Juana  Carrillo.  Both  of  them  were  ^  white,' 
and  both  extremely  stout.  They  had  five  children  :  three 
sons — Francisco  Solano,  Benancio,  and  Benigno — and 
two  daughters — Inocencia  and  Rafaela,  all  of  them  very 
stout.  Lopez  I.  began  his  reign  by  pushing  his  children's 
fortunes  in  a  most  unscrupulous  way.  He  made  his 
eldest  son  (afterwards  Lopez  II.)  General-in-Chief  of  the 
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army  and  Minister  of  War.  From  an  early  age  this  young 
man  was  entrusted  with  a  great  deal  of  the  executive 
power  by  his  father,  who  used  sometimes  to  pay  him  an 
official  visit,  on  which  occasion  the  folding-doors  were  all 
thrown  wide  open  with  a  rush,  as  he  used  to  take  his  son 
by  surprise.  His  second  son,  Benancio,  was  made  colonel, 
and  commander  of  the  garrison  of  Asuncion.  The  third, 
Benigno,  was  made  major  in  the  army,  but  not  liking  it 
was  promoted  to  be  Admiral  of  the  Fleet.  This  post,  how- 
ever, he  also  resigned,  preferring  a  roving  life.  He  was 
the  o-reat  favourite  of  the  old  man.  Each  of  the  sons 
liad  a  separate  house  and  establishment ;  and  they  were 
all  noted  for  their  libertinism,  especially  the  eldest  and 
the  youngest. 

This  unlimited  authority  of  Lopez,  which  the  sons 
also  exercised  under  his  auspices,  made  people  very 
much  afraid  of  saying  or  doing  anything  to  incur  their 
displeasure.  They  all  got  rich  very  quickly  by  every 
means  in  their  power.  They  used  to  offer  a  price  for 
cattle  far  below  the  market  price,  and  which  people  were 
afraid  to  refuse.  They  then  sent  the  cattle  to  market  and 
sold  them  at  any  price  they  liked,  as  no  one  was  allowed 
to  sell  cattle  in  the  market  when  any  belonging  to  the 
President's  family  were  there.  They  also  bought  pro- 
perty at  the  same  low  prices  from  private  people  and  from 
the  Government.  The  ladies  of  the  family  established  an 
exchange,  where  torn  paper-money,  which  would  no  longer 
pass,  was  bought  at  a  discount  of  sixpence  in  the  dollar, 
and  by  their  connection  with  the  Government  they  changed 
it  at  the  treasury  for  new  paper  of  the  full  value.  They 
also  lent  money  on  jewellery  at  a  large  profit,  and  any- 
thing they  liked  they  kept,  without  any  reference  to  the 
OAvner's  wishes. 

Lopez  I.  kept  up,  though  not  to  so  great  an  extent,  the 
system  of  spies  begun  by  Francia,  as  also  that  of  imprison- 
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ing  people  on  suspicion  of  their  not  being  favourably  in- 
clined towards  him. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  selfishness  of  Lopez  I.,  his' 
Government  was  comparatively  a  good  one  for  Paraguay. 
Probably  in  no  country  in  the  world  has  life  and  property 
been  so  secure  as  all  over  Paraguay  during  his  reign. 
Crime  was  almost  unknown,  and  when  committed,  imme- 
diately detected  and  punished.  The  mass  of  the  people 
was  perhaps  the  happiest  in  existence.  They  had  hardly 
to  do  any  work  to  gain  a  livelihood.  Each  family  had 
its  house  or  hut  in  its  own  ground.  They  planted,  in 
a  few  days,  enough  tobacco,  maize,  and  mandioca  for 
their  own  consumption,  and  the  crop  hardly  wanted  look- 
ing at  till  it  was  ready  to  be  gathered.  Having  at  every 
hut  a  grove  of  oranges,  which  form  a  considerable  article 
of  food  in  Paraguay,  and  also  a  few  cows,  they  were 
almost  throughout  the  year  under  little  necessity  of 
working.  The  higher  classes,  of  course,  lived  more  in 
the  European  way,  many  families  being  very  well  off  and 
comfortable. 

Everybody  was  liable  at  any  moment  to  have  himself 
and  his  property  pressed  into  the  public  service,  without 
payment,  at  the  call  of  any  judge  of  the  peace ;  but  this 
power  was  not  generally  abused  in  the  old  man's  time. 
He  would  allow  only  his  own  family  to  tyrannise  over  the 
people  to  any  great  extent.  As  to  most  Paraguayans  the 
idea  of  the  sum  of  human  happiness  is  to  lie  down  all  day 
on  a  '  poncho '  in  the  shade,  and  smoke  and  play  the  guitar, 
they  may  be  considered  to  have  been  very  happy,  as  they 
had  little  else  to  do. 

The  Paraguayans  were  a  most  hospitable  people.  They 
received  anybody  who  called  at  their  houses,  whether 
known  or  not,  with  the  greatest  kindness,  and  set  their 
very  best  before  them,  giving  them  the  best  hammock  and 
room  in  the  house,  and  would  generally  give  a  dance  in 
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the  evening  when  they  had  visitors.  They  never  expected 
any  compensation,  and  the  better  classes  would  have  felt 
insulted  had  it  been  offered  them.* 

The  Paraguayan  costume  was,  for  the  men,  a  tall  black 
hat,  such  as  is  at  present  worn  in  Europe,  a  shirt  with  the 
front  and  cuffs  beautifully  embroidered,  a  pair  of  white 
drawers,  with  a  foot  of  fringe  doAvn  to  the  ground,  and 
three  or  four  inches  of  embroidery  above  the  fringe.  Over 
these  a  ^  chiripa  '  or  sort  of  sheet,  wrapped  round  the  legs 
from  the  waist  down  to  above  the  embroidery  on  the 
drawers,  and  secured  by  a  scarlet  silk  sash  ;  no  shoes,  and 
a  '  poncho  '  hanging  over  the  shoulder.  The  women  wore 
a  white  chemise  with  short  sleeves,  embroidered  and  edged 
with  lace,  and  the  top  of  the  chemise  embroidered  all 
round  in  black  silk.  They  wore  nothing  over  their 
chemise  down  to  the  waist,  where  a  scarlet  sash  secured  a 
white  petticoat  embroidered  with  a  broad  black  band  half- 
way down.  They  had  no  shoes.  These  costumes  were 
only  worn  by  the  country  people  and  by  those  of  the 
lower  class  in  town.  The  women's  chemises,  called  tiipoi, 
are  very  beautiful  and  look  charming.  The  ladies  and 
gentlemen  in  to^\Ti  dressed  like  Europeans,  and  the  ladies 
showed  generally  very  good  taste.  They  were  very 
ladylike  and  graceful,  and  anyone  going  to  a  ball  in 
Asuncion  might  have  almost  imagined  himself  in  Paris. 

In  1845,  Lopez  I.  declared  the  country  open  to  for- 
eigners both  for  trade  and  residence.  They  were  not, 
however,  allowed  to  hold  real  property  in  Paraguay,  nor 
to  marry  with  the  natives  without  a  special  license  from 
the  Government,  which  was  not  easily  obtained.  The 
form  to  be  gone  through  was  to  make  a  petition  to  Go- 
vernment for  the  permission  to  marry,  citing  two  witnesses 

*  The  Paraguayans  livpd  in  such  a  simple  way,  and  cared  for  so  few 
luxuries,  that  the  mode  of  living  here  described  quite  satisfied  them  :  they 
knew  of  nothing  better. 
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who  were  to  swear  that  tliey  knew  the  petitioner  to  be  a 
bachelor.  Lopez  generally  kept  people  waiting  a  few 
months  for  the  answer,  which  Avas  often  a  negative,  and 
sometimes  he  took  the  opportunity  of  insulting  the  peti- 
tioner. Once  a  Spaniard  (of  very  small  stature)  who 
made  the  petition,  received,  after  waiting  three  months,  the 
following  answer  endorsed  on  the  petition : — '  Notwith- 
standing that  the  insolvent  little  Galleffo^  N.  N.  came  to 
this  country,  as  all  foreigners  do,  to  try  his  fortune,  he  is 
yet  permitted,  as  a  special  favour,  to  marry  the  distin- 
guished young  lady  M.  M.' 

In  1849,  a  Paraguayan  expedition  was  sent  to  Corrientes 
under  General  Lopez,  and  returned  shortly  afterwards 
without  having  been  in  action. 

The  first  differences  with  Brazil  arose  about  the  fron- 
tiers on  the  Xorth,  in  1850,  Brazil  claiming  the  Bio  Apa 
as  her  boundary,  and  Paraguay  claiming  the  Bio  Blanco. 
Brazil  occupied  the  Pan  de  Azucar,  a  sugar-loaf  hill  in 
the  disputed  territory,  and  was  driven  out  of  it  by  the 
Paraguayans.  The  matter  was  allowed  to  rest  here,  and 
a  treaty  vr^s  made,  leaving  the  boundary  question  open. 
Since  then  Paraguay  has  always  occupied  the  disputed 
territory. 

Lopez  I.  got  into  hot  water  with  all  the  Powers  he  had 
anything  to  do  with.  He  was  of  a  petulant  temper,  and 
disliked  foreigners  generally,  though  he  treated  them  well, 
probably  from  having  a  notion  that  their  governments 
were  stronger  than  he.  He  generally  got  out  of  his 
troubles  by  paying  Avhatever  was  demanded  when  the 
ministers  went  to  arrange  the  questions.  When  he  came 
into  power  the  treasury  was  unmensely  rich  in  doubloons 
and  dollars,  and  in  silver  and  gold  plate.  Most  of  these 
riches  had  been  confiscated  by  Francia  from  private 
people,  and  from  the  Jesuits,  Avho  had  immense  quan- 
tities of  church-plate. 

^'  Gallego,  inhabitant  of  Gallicia  ;  and  a  di.sparagiug  term. 
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In  1854,  Lopez  sent  his  son,  General  Lopez,  to  Europe, 
as  minister  to  the  different  courts.  He  was  eiirhteen 
months  in  Europe — in  England,  France,  Spain,  Germany, 
and  Italy.  In  this  trip  he  picked  up  a  great  deal  of  super- 
ficial knowledge,  and  some  polish.  It  was  by  seeing  the 
European  armies,  probably,  that  he  imbibed  a  notion  of 
imitating  them,  and  playing  Napoleon  in  South  America. 
His  mission  had  no  particular  object  beyond  bringing 
Paraguay  before  the  world. 

In  1858,  Lopez  I.  put  some  twenty  people  in  prison 
for  an  alleged  conspiracy  to  shoot  him  in  the  theatre. 
One  of  these  was  a  British  subject,  Canstatt,  who  escaped 
through  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Henderson,  the  British 
consul,  and  through  the  forcible  measures  taken  by  the 
Admiral  in  the  River  Plate,  who  stopped  and  detained  in 
Buenos  Ayres  the  Paraguayan  war-steamer  ^  Tacuari,' 
when  she  was  leaving  that  port,  having  on  board  General 
Lopez,  who  had  been  mediating  successfully  between  the 
two  parties  of  a  revolution  in  the  Argentine  Confedera- 
tion. General  Lopez  landed,  and  went  overland  to  Santa 
Fe,  where  he  embarked  on  a  vessel  for  Asuncion.  As 
soon  as  Lopez  I.  heard  of  the  detention  of  the  '^  Tacuari,' 
he  released  Canstatt  from  prison,  and  vented  his  rage  on 
tAvo  gentlemen  named  Decoud,  belonging  to  one  of  the  first 
Paraguayan  families,  who  were  shot  by  his  order.  This 
was,  perhaps,  the  only  great  atrocity  committed  during  the 
the  reign  of  Lopez  I.,  besides  one  on  the  Indians  of  the 
Chaco,  who  were  invited  over  the  river  to  make  a  treaty 
with  the  commander  of  Villa  Oliva,  who,  having  got  a 
great  number  of  them  into  a  room,  murdered  them  in  cold 
blood.  This,  however,  probably  was  done  by  the  com- 
mander on  his  own  authority. 

On  the  whole,  Lopez  I.  did  his  country  a  great  deal  of 
good.  He  opened  it  to  commerce,  and  built  arsenals, 
steamers,  and   railways.     No  taxes  were  ever  levied  in 
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Paraguay,  and  all  these  costly  things  were  paid  for  from 
the  amassed  wealth  in  the  treasury. 

The  only  revenue  of  Paraguay  was  from  the  yerba,  or 
tea,  a  monopoly  of  the  Government,  which  bought  it 
from  the  manufacturers  at  Is.  per  25  lbs.,  and  sold  it  at 
245.  to  325,  for  the  same  quantity. 

Paraguay  never  had,  nor  has,  any  national  debt. 

On  September  10,  1862,  Lopez  I.  died,  after  a  long 
and  painful  illness.  As  soon  as  he  was  dead.  General 
Lopez,  who  was  in  the  house,  took  possession  of  all  the 
papers,  had  all  the  guards  doubled,  and  extra  patrols  in 
the  streets.  He  summoned  the  Council  of  State,  and  read 
his  father's  will,  appointing  him  Vice-President  until  a  con- 
ofress  could  be  assembled  to  elect  a  new  President.  He  then 
had  the  old  man  embalmed,  and  a  grand  funeral  service 
performed  over  him  in  the  cathedral  of  Asuncion ;  he 
was  then  taken  in  a  French  hearse  to  the  Trinidad  Church, 
which  he  had  himself  built,  three  miles  from  Asuncion, 
where  he  was  buried,  in  front  of  the  grand  altar,  mth  all 
the  honours,  General  Lopez  and  the  rest  of  the  family 
being  present;  the  whole  population  of  Asuncion  was 
there  too. 

People  generally  thought  that  General  Lopez  would 
establish  a  free  Government,  as  he  had  seen  something 
in  Europe,  and  that  the  change  would  be  decidedly  for 
the  better.  The  wiser  people,  however,  shook  their  heads, 
and  mourned  the  old  man's  death. 

General  Lopez  immediately  convoked  congress,  and  was 
elected  President  on  October  16,  1862.  A  few  unhappy 
members  of  this  congress  very  mildly  hinted  that  the 
Government  should  not  be  hereditary,  and  others  objected 
to  its  being  military.  These  people  were  all  fettered,  and 
put  into  prison,  where  most  of  them  died  from  ill-usage. 
His  brother,  Benigno  Lopez,  one  of  the  number,  was 
banished  to  his  '  estancia '  in  the  north.     Padre  Maiz,  who 
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had  been  the  father  confessor  of  old  Lopez,  was  another ; 
and  he  managed  to  survive  a  few  years  in  prison,  when 
he  was  released,  to  become  an  abject  tool  of  Lopez. 

A  subscription  was  got  up  to  erect  a  monument  to  the 
memory  of  Lopez  I.  This  was  ostensibly  a  spontaneous 
motion  of  the  citizens,  though  in  reality  done  by  the 
order  of  Lopez  II.  It  was  arranged  that  no  subscriptions 
greater  than  five  dollars  (1/.)  should  be  received,  and 
receipts  for  that  amount  were  made  out  in  the  name  of 
every  one  who  was  supposed  to  have  five  dollars,  and  sent 
round  with  a  demand  for  the  money,  without  askino- 
whether  the  people  wished  or  not  to  subscribe.  This  was 
done  with  foreigners  as  well  as  natives.  In  the  month  of 
June,  55,0()0  dollars  were  collected  from  Paraguayans 
alone.  The  whole  amount  collected  has  disappeared,  and, 
of  course,  no  enquiries  are  made  as  to  the  reason,  neither 
did  any  monument  make  its  appearance. 

The  Bishop  of  Paraguay,  Urvieta,  was  an  old  man, 
but  still  rode  about  on  horseback.  In  congress,  Lopez  II. 
referred  to  his  old  age,  and  proposed  to  get  a  bull  from 
the  Pope  for  a  new  Bishop,  to  be  ready  at  the  decease  of 
the  old  one.  He  got  the  bull  for  a  country  priest  called 
Palacios,  a  man  about  thirty-five  years  old,  and  one  on 
whom  he  could  count  for  anything. 

The  new  President  was  feted  with  banquets  and  speeches, 
as  it  was  deemed  indecent  to  give  balls  so  soon  after  the 
death  of  the  late  President. 

Neither  the  first  nor  the  second  Lopez  ever  allowed 
anything  to  be  said  against  Francia.  Their  own  system 
would  have  been  the  next  to  come  under  criticism. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

OF   THE   CAUSES   WHICH   LED   TO   THE   PAEAGTJAYAN   WAE,   AND   THE 
COMMENCEMENT   OF   THE   SAME   BY  LOPEZ   II.   AGAINST  BRAZIL. 

Lopez  I.  had  fortified  a  bend  in  the  River  Paraguay, 
near  its  mouth,  with  a  few  batteries,  which  were  continu- 
ally but  slowly  augmented,  and  a  trench  was  dug  on  the 
land  side  enclosing  the  rear  of  them.  These  batteries  com- 
manded the  whole  bend  of  the  river,  and  Paraguay  made 
all  vessels  anchor  and  ask  permission  before  they  could  pass 
up  the  river.  As  this  was  the  only  practicable  road  which 
Brazil  had  to  her  province  of  Matto-Grosso,  she  naturally 
disapproved  of  the  stoppage  of  the  river,  and  gradually 
accumulated  large  military  stores  in  Matto-Grrosso,  with 
the  view,  no  doubt,  of  some  day  destroying  Humaita, 
which  was  the  name  of  the  site  where  the  batteries  were 
erected.  Brazil  had  a  similarly-placed  fort  on  the  river, 
higher  up,  called  Coimbra,  which  all  vessels  going  to 
Matto-Grosso  had  to  pass.  This,  however,  had  nothing 
to  do  with  Paraguay,  as  it  did  not  disturb  her  traffic. 
These  batteries,  and  the  boundary  question,  were  continu- 
ally producing  '  misunderstandings '  between  the  Govern- 
ments, which  made  it  evident  that  a  war  must  break  out 
some  day,  as  neither  side  would  surrender  what  it  consi- 
dered to  be  its  rights.  The  war,  however,  was  begun  by 
Lopez,  both  against  Brazil  and  the  Argentine  Confedera- 
tion, and  without  any  regular  declaration  of  war.  He 
went  a  roundabout  way,  with  the  intention  of  declaring 
war  in  a  civilised  manner,  but  could  not  resist  the  temp- 


PREPAKATIONS   FOR   WAR.  17 

tation  to  profit  by  the  carelessness  of  his  opponents,  and 
seized  their  steamers  in  time  of  peace.  The  way  in  which 
the  war  was  really  begun,  and  its  ostensible  causes,  were 
as  follows  : — 

On  April  17,  1863,  General  Flores,  a  Gauoho,  head  of 
one  of  the  political  parties  of  Monte  Video,  and  an  exile, 
started  in  a  small  boat  from  the  gasworks  at  Buenos 
Ayres  with  four  companions,  and  landed  in  Monte  Video, 
to  make  a  revolution.  This  was  done  only  to  get  the 
Government  into  his  owti  hands.  When  the  Gauchos  had 
been  quiet  for  a  few  months,  they  only  wanted  a  leader 
to  stir  them  up  again  to  their  unceasing  civil  warfare. 
He  soon  collected  a  few  Gauchos^  and  was  supplied  with 
arms  and  ammunition  from  the  War  Department  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  a  State  then  at  peace  with  Monte  Video.  The 
revolution  gained  ground  very  slowdy,  and  the  Govern- 
ment was  not  strong  enough  to  put  it  do^vn. 

Brazil  took  advantage  of  the  state  of  the  Banda  Orien- 
tal to  uroje  claims  acjainst  the  Government  for  damao:es 
to  some  Brazilian  subjects  inhabiting  it,  and  who  were 
said  to  have  been  some  of  them  staked  out  on  the  ground, 
and  some  murdered,  the  Oriental  Government  taking  no 
steps  to  discover  or  punish  the  offenders. 

Paraguay  began  active  preparations  for  war  in  the  be- 
ginning of  1864,  and  in  March  of  the  same  year  Lopez 
established  a  military  camp  at  Cerro-Leon,  where  30,000 
men,  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty,  were  drilled 
for  soldiers.  At  the  same  time  recruits  were  drilled  to 
the  number  of  17,000  at  Encarnacion,  10,000  at  Hu- 
maita,  4,000  at  Asuncion,  and  3,000  at  Concepcion.  In 
all  about  64,000  were  drilled  in  the  six  months,  from 
March  to  August  1864,  without  counting  about  6,000 
who  died  in  that  period.  Before  these  preparations  began, 
the  army  was  about  28,000  strong,  and  had  one  general, 
Lopez. 

c 
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The  Paraguayan  army  was  organised  on  the  Spanish 
system,  and  obeyed  the  Spanish  ordinances.  Its  pay  was 
nominally  seven  dollars  a  month  to  a  private  soldier,  but 
he  only  received  it  every  two  months.  It  was  paid  a  third 
in  silver,  a  third  in  paper-money,  and  a  third  in  goods, 
which  the  soldiers  were  allowed  to  choose  from  a  Govern- 
ment shop  kept  for  that  purpose.  After  the  war  had 
begun,  however,  the  army  received  no  pay,  but  during 
the  whole  of  the  war  Lopez  ordered  them  three  '  gratifi- 
cations,' each  one  equal  to  about  a  month's  pay. 

Brazil  also  continued  her  preparations  for  war,  and  in 
March,  1864,  she  got  out  her  first  ten  Whitworth  guns. 

The  Buenos  Ayrean  press  became  very  much  alarmed 
at  the  recruiting  at  Cerro-Leon,  though  they  knew  that  it 
was  intended  only  for  Brazil,  and  they  considered  Para- 
guay, from  her  traditions  and  pasition,  to  be  a  natural  ally 
of  the  Argentine  Confederation. 

The  preparations  in  Paraguay  were  being  carried  on 
on  a  great  scale  for  that  country.  A  telegraph  line  was 
laid  do^\Ti  from  Asuncion  to  Paso  la  Patria,  270  miles, 
the  work  taking  ten  months.  A  large  manufactory  of 
leather  accoutrements  was  established,  where  saddles, 
belts,  cartouche-boxes,  &;c.  were  made,  and  sent  by  rail- 
way to  Cerro-Leon. 

In  the  same  year,  the  Paraguayan  Government  sent  a 
note  to  the  Argentine  Government,  complaining  of  the 
assistance  and  countenance  given  by  that  Government  to 
the  rebel  Flores,  and  asking  explanations  about  the 
arming  of  the  island  of  Martin  Garcia.  This  is  an 
island  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kis'ers  Parana  and  Uruguay, 
and  commands  the  navigation  of  them  both — and,  con- 
sequently, that  of  Paraguay.  In  Lopez'  hands  it  would 
have  been  to  Paraguay  what  Humaita  was  to  Matto- 
Grosso.  By  its  geographical  position  it  belonged  to  the 
Banda  Oriental,  but  it  was  (and  still  is)  held  by  Buenos 
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Ayres.  The  Argentine  Government  promised  explana- 
tions, but  in  ten  weeks  they  had  not  sent  them,  and 
Paraguay  wrote  again.  Buenos  Ayres,  however,  evaded 
the  question.  These  occurrences  did  not  tend  to  improve 
the  feeling  between  the  two  Governments,  which  was 
never  very  good. 

In  July,  Brazil,  in  order  more  strongly  to  urge  her 
claims,  invaded  the  Banda  Oriental  by  land,  but  stopped 
near  the  frontiers ;  and  none  knew  whether  she  would 
take  any  part  in  the  revolution,  or  merely  forward  her 
own  claims.  At  the  end  of  the  month,  however,  she 
sided  with  Flores,  but  without  giving  him  any  help  be- 
yond her  mere  countenance.  Buenos  Ayres,  about  the 
same  time,  sent  Flores  2,000  men,  but  without  acknow- 
ledging the  fact. 

At  length,  on  August  4,  Saraiva,  the  Brazilian  Pleni- 
potentiary in  the  River  Plate,  sent  an  ultimatum  to  the 
Monte- Videan  Government,  demanding  the  payment  of 
the  claims,  and  the  punishment  of  the  authorities  who 
had  committed  the  barbarities  complained  of  on  Brazilian 
subjects,  and  threatening  to  make  reprisals. 

Before  this  time,  the  Paraguayan  Government  had  been 
corresponding  with  the  Monte-Yidean  minister  residing 
at  Asuncion,  leading  him  to  believe  that  Paraguay  would 
assist  the  Monte-Yidean  Government.  When  the  news 
of  the  Brazilian  ultimatum  reached  Paraguay,  the 
resident  Oriental  minister  proposed  to  the  Paraguayan 
Government  to  intervene  in  the  affairs  of  the  River 
Plate,  mth  ships  and  men.  The  Paraguayan  note, 
in  reply  to  this  request,  is  a  most  extraordinary  document ; 
but,  from  its  length,  it  cannot  be  here  inserted  whole. 
Under  pretext  of  recalling  the  antecedents,  for  the 
better  understanding  of  the  case,  it  discloses  all  the 
diplomatic  confidences  of  the  Oriental  minister.  Among 
other  revelations,  it  states  that  the  Monte-Yidean  minister, 
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in  his  official  capacity,  had  proposed  to  make  an  alliance, 
oiFensive  and  defensive,  against  the  Argentine  Govern- 
ment ;  that  the  same  minister  had  stated  that  the  island 
of  Martin  Garcia  belonged,  of  right,  to  Monte  Video, 
offering,  in  case  his  Government  seized  the  island, 
to  keep  it  neutral ;  that  the  Oriental  minister  had  pro- 
posed to  go  to  Monte  Video,  and  thence  dispatch  an 
emissary  to  conduct  an  intrigue  with  Urquiza  (chief 
of  the  State  of  Entre-Rios),  and  try  to  induce  him 
to  declare  against  the  Government  of  the  Argentine  Con- 
federation, and  pronounce  in  favour  of  Monte  Video. 
The  Paraguayan  minister,  Berges,  finishes  his  despatch 
by  saying,  that  he  does  not  think  it  convenient  that  his 
Government  should  intervene,  as  Monte  Video  pro- 
poses, and  send  ships  and  men  to  the  River  Plate ;  but 
that  the  equilibrium  of  the  River  Plate  being  essential  to 
the  wellbeing  of  Paraguay,  that  country  reserves  to 
itself  to  secure  that  result  by  its  own  independent  action. 
Having  thus  disposed  of  his  allies,  Lopez,  on  the  same 
day  (August  30),  by  his  minister,  Berges,  wrote  to  Mr. 
Vianna  de  Lima,  Brazilian  resident  minister  in  Asuncion, 
protesting  against  the  threatened  reprisals,  by  Brazil, 
in  Oriental  territory.* 

On  September  1,  Mr.  Vianna  de  Lima  answered,  that 
no  consideration  would  stop  his  Government  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  sacred  duty  of  protecting  the  lives  and 
interests  of  its  subjects.  Berges  replies,  on  the  3rd,  that 
if  the  Brazilians  take  the  measures  protested  against,  his 
Government  will  be  under  the  painful  necessity  of  making 
its  protest  effective. 

Demonstrations  were  now  made  in  Paraguay  (of  course 
by  order  of  the  Government),  in  favour  of  the  protest. 
A  body  of  the  chief  men  of  Asuncion  went  to  the 
Palace  and  declared  their  adhesion.      They  then  went, 

^'  See  AjjpencUx,  No.  I. 
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■s\dtli  a  piquet  of  soldiers,  from  the  Palace  to  the  Govern- 
ment Square,  in  procession.  Here  they  hoisted  the 
Paraguayan  flag,  under  a  salute  of  21  guns;  and  after- 
wards all  the  town  took  to  dancing,  drinking,  and  serenad- 
ing— by  order,  of  course.  Everyone,  high  and  low,  was 
obliged  to  assist  at  these  frolics,  under  pain  of  being 
reported  by  the  police  as  unpatriotic,  Avhich  was  equivalent, 
for  the  ladies,  to  being  banished  to  the  wilds,  and  for  the 
men,  to  being  imprisoned.  Deep  family  affliction  was  no 
excuse  for  being  absent  from  the  revels. 

Written  manifestoes  were  made  out,  and  signed  by 
everyone,  offering  their  lives  and  goods  to  sustain  the 
cause.  Even  ladies  and  children  were  obliged  to  sign 
these  documents ;  and  they  were  got  up  in  all  the  towns 
and  villages  of  Paraguay,  so  that  no  one  remained  in  the 
country  who  had  not  signed  away  his  life  and  his  property, 
without  knowing  Avhy.  The  written  manifesto  of  Asun- 
cion was  taken  by  all  the  citizens  to  Lopez,  and  read  to 
him ;  and  he  answered  as  follows : — 

'  In  the  name  of  the  country,  I  tliank  you,  citizens, 
for  the  solemn  manifestation  you  have  made  me,  and 
the  chief  importance  of  which  consists  in  the  sincerity 
and  spontaneousness  of  which  you  appear  so  justly 
])roud.  As  a  magistrate,  and  as  a  Paraguayan,  I  congra- 
tulate myself  on  receiving  here  your  eloquent  adhesion  to 
the  policy  of  the  Government,  by  such  an  explosion  of 
patriotism  as  this  numerous  assembly  represents.  On 
account  of  the  attitude  assumed  by  the  Republic  in  these 
solemn  moments,  we  shall  perhaps  have  need  of  you  to 
make  heard  the  voice  of  our  fatherland.  It  is  time  that 
it  should  be  heard. 

'  Paraguay  must  no  longer  consent  to  be  lost  sight  of, 
when  the  neighbouring  States  are  agitating  questions 
which  have  more  or  less  a  direct  influence  against  her 
dearest  rights. 
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'On  assuming  the  attitude  which  has  called  forth  your 
generous  adhesion  and  offerings,  I  have  not  deceived  my- 
self as  to  the  seriousness  of  the  situation  ;  but  your  union 
and  patriotism,  and  the  virtuous  army  of  the  Republic, 
will  uphold  through  all  emergencies  our  nation,  so  jealous 
of  its  rights,  and  full  of  a  glonous  future. 

'  In  performance  of  my  first  duties,  I  have  called  the 
attention  of  the  Emperor  of  Brazil  to  his  policy  in  the 
River  Plate;  and  I  yet  hope  that,  appreciating  the  fresh 
proof  of  moderation  and  friendshij)  which  I  offer  him, 
my  voice  will  be  heard ;  but  if  it  should  not  be  so,  and 
my  hopes  should  turn  out  vain,  I  shall  call  on  you,  feeling 
certain  that  the  patriotic  decision  with  which  you  are 
animated  will  not  fail  me  for  the  triumphing  of  the 
national  cause,  however  great  may  be  the  sacrifices 
which  the  country  may  demand  of  its  sons. 

'  Meanwhile,  remain  in  the  imposing  attitude  you  have 
assumed,  until  I  find  it  necessary  to  appeal  directly  to 
you.' 

These  demonstrations  did  not  cease,  and  they  continued 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  war.  Balls  were  got  up,  in 
improvised  rustic  saloons,  in  the  squares ;  and  after  the 
bands  of  music  accompanying  the  people  had  been 
round  to  the  President's,  Mrs.  Lynch's,  the  Bishop's,  and 
the  Ministers',  they  returned  to  the  saloons,  and  dancing 
began,  and  was  kept  up  till  morning.  These  dances  were 
given  every  night,  by  different  bodies  of  the  inhabitants, 
who  received  their  orders  from  the  police.  The  Buenos- 
Ayrean  press,    in  ridicule,  called  them  St.  Yitus'  dances. 

It  had  taken  alarm  from  the  time  when  the  first  recruit- 
ing began  in  Paraguay  ;  and  when  the  reports  of  the  pro- 
ceedings there  reached  Buenos  Ayres,  the  papers  began 
to  canvass  which  side  the  Argentine  Confederation  was 
likely  to  take.  Corrientes  was  reported  to  be  invaded 
by  Paraguayans,  and  10,000  were  said  to  be  about  to  land 


ADMIRAL    TAMAXDARE    AND    MR.    LETTSOM.  23 

at  La  Paz,  in  Entre-Rios.  The  Paraguayan  army  was,  in 
Buenos  Ayres,  supposed  to  be  50,000  strong ;  and  as  the 
Confederation  had  no  army,  and  Lopez  was  continuing 
his  preparations,  they  had  every  reason  to  be  alarmed  in 
the  Kiver  Plate. 

In  October,  Admiral  Tamandare,  the  commander  of 
the  Brazilian  fleet  in  the  Biver  Plate,  wrote  a  pompous 
circular  to  the  foreign  ministers  there  ;  stating  that  he 
was  going  to  make  reprisals  on  the  Banda  Oriental,  and 
should  overhaul  all  neutral  vessels  passing  up  the  Biver 
Uruguay,  in  search  of  contraband  of  war.  Mr.  Lettsom, 
British  minister  in  Monte  Video,  replied  that  the  waters 
of  La  Plata  and  Uruguay  were  open  to  all  nations, 
and  that  the  Brazilians  had  no  jurisdiction  there  ;  that 
there  was  no  neutrality  in  the  question,  as  Flores  was 
merely  a  rebel ;  that  Brazil  had  not  declared  war,  and 
therefore  there  could  be  no  contraband  of  war ;  and, 
finally,  that  the  British  gunboats  would  protect  all 
vessels  with  the  British  flag  from  any  trespass  or  insult 
in  those  waters. 

The  Buenos- Ayr  can  press,  always  an  enemy  of  Lopez, 
became  very  sarcastic  about  the  keeper  of  the  equilibrium 
of  the  Biver  Plate,  and  about  the  leather  manufactory, 
which  the  Paraguayan  official  paper,  the  Semanario,  had 
mentioned  as  one  of  the  preparations  of  war.  These 
jokes,  however  amusing  to  their  authors,  entered  deeply 
into  Lopez'  soul,  and  he  felt  them  more  than  he  did  any 
reverse  he  afterwards  suffered  in  the  war.  He  even 
mentioned  them  in  official  correspondence  with  the  Argen- 
tine Government,  as  the  '  ribald  articles'  of  the  Buenos- 
Ayrean  press,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  these 
articles  were  the  chief  cause  of  his  making  war  on  the 
Confederation. 

Brazil  openly  joined  Flores,  without  declaring  war 
against  the  Banda  Oriental,  and  Tamandare,  in  one  of  his 
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official  circulars,  states  casually  that  all  his  operations  will 
be  conducted  in  combination  with  Flores. 

It  Avas  believed  throughout  Brazil  that  Paraguay  would 
make  good  her  protest ;  and  it  was  even  reported,  in  a 
Eio  Janeiro  newspaper,  in  October,  that  7,000  Para- 
guayans had  marched  on  Brazil. 

In  the  beginning  of  November,  1864,  the  Brazilians 
occupied  the  Oriental  towns  north  of  the  Bio  Negro,  and 
General  Flores  was  operating  on  the  south,  in  combina- 
tion with  them.  Tamandare  blockaded  the  ports  of  the 
Banda  Oriental  on  the  Uruguay.  Brazil  made  it  a  sine 
qua  non  of  peace,  that  the  existing  Government  of  Monte 
Video  should  fall.  Two  of  the  ministers  of  that  Govern- 
ment had  a  bad  reputation  for  having  ordered  the  mas- 
sacre, in  cold  blood,  of  several  hundred  prisoners  of  war 
taken  during  one  of  their  revolutions ;  and  the  Buenos- 
Ayrean  press  was  at  this  moment  very  severe  upon  one 
of  them.  Dr.  Carreras,  for  some  strong  phrases  he  had 
used  in  his  diplomatic  correspondence.  A  Brazilian- 
Argentine  alliance  was  talked  of,  and  on  November  1, 
the  Government  organ  showed  what  the  policy  of  Buenos 
Ayres  would  be. 

General  Urquiza,  chief  of  Entre-Rios,  though  nominally 
only  governor  of  a  province  of  the  Argentine  Confedera- 
tion, and  under  the  President  of  the  same,  was  in  reality 
an  independent  monarch.  He  was  daily  expected  to  send 
an  army  to  the  help  of  the  Monte-Yidean  Government ; 
and  to  give  more  appearance  of  truth  to  this  supposed 
policy  of  his,  the  Entre-Rios  press  stated  that  5,000  Pa- 
raguayans were  about  to  land  in  Entre-Bios,  where  carts 
and  oxen  were  already  prepared  for  them,  to  march  thence 
into  the  Banda  Oriental.  Urquiza  was  the  head  of  a 
strong  political  party  in  the  Confederation,  and  especially 
in  Buenos  Ayres.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  secretly 
encouraged  the  hope  of  assistance  to  Monte  Video,  as  he 
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afterwards  did  to  Paraguay  throughout  the  war,  thougli 
he  publicly  professed  adherence  to  the  Argentine  Con- 
federation, and  promised  to  send  troops,  &c.  to  the  war. 
He,  however,  managed  so  well  for  himself  and  his  pro- 
vince, that  he  sent  hardly  a  man  to  these  wars,  and  made 
himself  and  his  people  immensely  rich,  by  providing  the 
greater  part  of  the  cattle  and  horses  consumed  by  the 
Allies  during  the  Paraguayan  war. 

The  ridicule  of  the  Argentine  press  against  Paraguay 
was  continued,  and  as  no  action  was  taken  immediately 
after  the  news  arrived  of  the  Brazilians  occupying  some 
of  the  Oriental  towns,  it  was  said  that  Paraguay  would 
not  come  out  of  her  chrysalis. 

There  was  a  Brazilian  company  which  had  two  steamers 
running  every  month  between  Monte  Video  and  Corumba, 
calling,  of  course,  at  Asuncion.  One  of  their  steamers 
was  called  the  '  Marquez  de  Olinda.'  She  arrived,  on  her 
northward  passage,  at  Asuncion,  on  November  10,  1864, 
having  on  board  Mr.  Carneiro  Campos,  a  newly-named 
president  or  governor  of  the  Brazilian  province  of  Matto- 
Grosso.  Lopez  was  at  Cerro-Leon  at  the  time,  and  hesi- 
tated for  a  whole  day  whether  he  should  break  the  peace 
or  not.  He  had  an  idea  that  only  by  having  a  w^ar  could 
Paraguay  become  known,  and  his  own  personal  ambition 
drove  him  on,  as  he  knew  he  could  assemble  every  man 
in  the  country  immediately  and  raise  a  large  army ;  he 
knew  also  that  the  Brazilians  would  be  a  long  time 
recruiting;  to  ^i^et  a  lars^e  force  too;ether,  and  he  did  not 
think  they  would  wish  to  carry  on  a  war  for  long.  He 
said,  '  If  we  don't  have  a  war  now  with  Brazil,  we  shall 
have  one  at  a  less  convenient  time  for  ourselves.'  He 
therefore  sent  an  aide-de-camp,  by  an  express  engine,  to 
Asuncion,  to  order  the  '  Tacuari '  (the  fastest  steamer  on 
the  River  Plate),  to  follow  the  '  Marquez  de  Olinda,' 
which  had  continued  her  voyage,  and  to  bring  her  back 
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to  Asuncion.  This  was  done,  and  she  was  overtaken  two 
hundred  miles  up  the  river,  and  brought  down  antl  placed 
under  guard  at  Asuncion,  all  her  passengers,  the  President 
of  Matto-Grosso  among  them,  being  detained  prisoners 
on  board,  and  not  allowed  to  communicate  with  the  shore. 

On  the  same  day  (November  12, 1864)  Berges  wrote  to 
Mr.  Vianna  de  Lima,  saying  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
Brazilian  invasion  of  the  Banda  Oriental,  all  relations  with 
Brazil  had  ceased,  and  that  only  neutral  vessels  would  be 
allowed  to  pass  up  the  river  to  Matto-Grosso. 

Vianna  wrote  back,  protesting  against  the  detention  of 
the  ^  Marquez  de  Olinda '  without  a  previous  declaration 
of  war,  and  demanding  his  passports,  to  go  down  the  river 
in  the  '  Marquez  de  Olinda.'  The  passports  were  sent, 
but  the  steamer  was  not  allowed  to  go.  As  there  were 
no  steamers  now  running  on  the  Biver  Paraguay,  the 
Brazilian  minister  did  not  know  how  to  leave  the  country, 
and  he  applied  to  Mr.  Washburn,  the  American  minister, 
as  the  senior  member  of  the  diplomatic  corps  in  Paraguay, 
to  obtain  some  means  of  transport  for  himself  and  his 
family.  After  a  good  deal  of  correspondence  with  Berges, 
Mr.  Washburn  succeeded  in  obtaining  an  order  for  the 
steamer  '  Parana '  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Mr. 
Vianna  de  Lima,  on  his  giving  an  official  guarantee  that 
she  would  be  allowed  to  return  unmolested.  In  this  cor- 
respondence Mr.  Washburn  refers  to  an  offer  of  Berges 
to  facilitate  and  grant  every  protection  to  Mr.  Lima  for 
travelling  by  land,  to  which  Mr.  Washburn  replies  that  he 
hopes  that  will  not  be  necessary,  as  the  Brazilian  minister 
and  his  family,  if  they  travelled  by  land,  would  be  ex- 
posed to  terrible  hardships  from  the  heat,  and  from  the 
bad  state  of  the  roads.     In  his  answer  Berges  says : — 

^  The  undersigned  did  not  profess  to  provide  for  the 
safety  of  Mr.  Vianna  de  Lima,  in  case  he  should  travel 
by  land,  as  your  Excellency  appears  to  have  understood, 
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because  that  safety  is  fully  guaranteed  by  the  laws  of  the 
Republic,  and  by  the  morality  of  its  inhabitants,  as 
your  Excellency  has  had  many  opportunities  of  observing 
in  your  frequent  journeys  to  the  interior.' 

By  the  energy  which  he  displayed  in  this  matter,  Mr. 
Washburn  doubtless  saved  INIr.  de  Lima  and  his  family 
from  the  great  misery  and  slow  death  which  fell  to  the 
lot  of  the  President  of  Matto-Grosso  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  '  ]Marquez  de  Olinda's '  crew. 

On  the  day  of  the  capture  of  the  '  Marquez,'  Mr. 
Washburn  showed  the  Paras^uavan  Government  a  letter 
from  INIr.  Seward,  praising  the  attitude  of  Paraguay,  and 
condemning  that  of  Brazil,  as  likely  to  kindle  a  war 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  River  Plate  States.  In 
the  follow^ing  January  Mr.  Washburn  left  for  the  United 
States,  on  leave  of  absence. 

A  few  days  after  the  capture  of  the  '  Marquez  de 
Olinda,'  her  passengers  and  crew  w^ere  landed,  and  put  in 
a  barn  as  prisoners  of  war.  Here  they  were  badly  taken 
care  of,  the  President  Campos  having  to  eat  his  food  out 
of  the  same  dish  Avith  the  common  sailors,  and  no  one 
was  allowed  to  communicate  with  them.  Forty-two  of 
the  crew  were  afterwards  allowed  to  go  down  to  Buenos 
Ayres.  The  rest  of  the  prisoners  were,  after  some  time, 
sent  out  into  the  country,  no  one  knew  w^here,  and  suffered 
terrible  privations,  most  of  them  dying  of  want,  although 
Lopez,  in  the  Semanario,  the  Government  paper,  declared 
that  they  were  getting  half-pay  and  full  rations.  The 
President  Carneiro  Campos,  and  about  half-a-dozen  more, 
survived  this,  and  in  the  middle  of  1867  were  brought, 
under  a  guard,  to  the  Paraguayan  camp  at  Paso  Pucu, 
where  they  all  died.  The  President  died  the  day  he  saw 
the  Brazilian  camp  at  Tuyuti  burnt,  wdien  he  thought 
there  w^as  no  more  to  be  hoped  for  from  his  countrymen. 
He  left  a  most  affecting  note  in  pencil  to  his  ^vife,  which 
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was  found  by  the  Allies  among  Lopez'  papers,  taken 
December  27,  1868. 

The  cargo  and  stores  of  the  ship  were  sold  by  auction, 
and  the  returns  placed  to  the  account  of  the  Paraguayan 
Government.  Two  thousand  muskets,  and  400,000  dollars 
in  new  paper-money,  were  taken.  The  latter  Avas  of  no 
use  to  Paraguay,  of  course.  Shortly  afterwards  the  Bra- 
zilian consul  in  Buenos  Ayres  published  a  notice,  saying 
that  an  attempt  was  being  made  to  pass  these  notes  in 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  warning  people  that  they  would  not 
be  paid  by  the  Imperial  Government. 

Four  guns  were  placed  on  the  '  Marquez  de  Olinda,' 
and  she  formed  part  of  the  Paraguayan  flotilla. 

The  following  circular  was  sent  by  the  Paraguayan 
Government  to  the  foreign  agents  at  Asuncion : — 

'  Foreign  Office,  Asuncion,  November  17,  1864. 

*"  The  undersigned.  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  has 
received  orders  from  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the 
Republic,  to  inform  you,  that  the  territory  of  the  Banda 
Oriental  having  been  invaded  and  occupied,  on  the  12th 
October  last,  by  the  vanguard  of  the  Imperial  army,  under 
the  orders  of  General  Mena  Barreto,  and  the  event  pro- 
vided against  in  the  solemn  protest  of  the  30th  August 
last  ha^dng  actually  come  to  pass,  the  undersigned,  faithful 
to  that  declaration,  and  to  the  one  contained  in  the  letter 
of  September  3,  has  addressed  to  his  Excellency  Mr. 
Cesar  Sauvan  Yianna  de  Lima,  resident  minister  of 
his  Majesty  the  Emperor,  the  resolution  Avhich  your 
Excellency  wiU  find  in  the  accompanying  copy,  Xo.  1, 
and  its  answer,  No.  2. 

'  The  undersigned  flatters  himself  that,  in  the  principles 
of  free  navigation  and  commerce  allowed  to  the  province 
of  Matto-  Grosso,  in  favour  of  friendly  flags,  your  Excel- 
lency will  see  a  joroof  of  the  strong  desire  of  his  Government 
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to  limit,  as  nearly  as  he  can,  to  the  customs  of  the  most 
civilised  nations  the  evils  of  war,  by  avoiding  any  damage 
to  the  subjects  of  friendly  nations  which  have  any  in- 
terests in  that  Brazilian  province. 

'  The  undersigned  profits  by  this  opportunity  to  rei- 
terate to  your  Excellency  the  assurances  of  his  higli 
consideration  and  esteem. 

*  Jose  Berges. 

*  To  H.  E.  the  Minister  of ' 

By  this  document  it  will  be  seen  how  anxious  Lopez 
was,  at  that  time,  to  be  looked  upon  by  European  Powers 
as  a  civilised  and  enlio-htened  ruler.  From  the  begrinninix 
to  the  end  of  the  war  he  has  always  declared,  and  put  it 
forward  in  every  possible  way,  that  it  was  Brazil  who 
made  war  against  Paraguay,  and  not  Paraguay  against 
Brazil. 

It  is  wonderful  how  the  Buenos-Ayrean  papers,  all 
throuo;h  the  war,  have  ffiven  accounts  of  thinsrs  takinir 
place  before  they  really  happened.  The  expedition  to 
MattO'Grosso  was  announced  long  before  it  was  known  in 
Paraguay ;  and  so  early  as  November,  Lopez  was  stated 
to  have  asked  permission  from  the  Argentine  Govern- 
ment to  pass  an  army  through  Corrientes,  which  per- 
mission he  did  not  ask  for  till  the  following  February. 

The  following  paragraph,  translated  from  a  Buenos- 
Ayrean  paper,  gives  a  good  idea  of  the  feeling  in  that 
place  towards  Paraguay  : — 

'  Paraguayans. — These  gentlemen  have  just  left  their 
chrysalis,  contrary  to  the  general  belief,  and  to  common 
sense.  They  have  been  four  months  coming  out,  and 
probably  they  will  be  a  year  before  they  do  anything, 
because  Paraguay  always  uses  a  very  prudent  slowness— 
too  prudent. 

*  Let  us  see,  my  dear  Paraguayans,  how  you  behave  in 
a  war  carried  on  abroad.     Mind  vou  don't  i::et  frii^-litcncd 
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at  the  difficulties  you  may  meet  when  you  go  out  into  the 
world,  transformed  from  Paraguayans  into  conquerors  of 
other  people's  liberties. 

^  As  for  my  country,  it  does  not  care  a  rap  for  your 
having  moved ;  and  as  for  myself,  I  like  rows,  and  I  vow 
that  the  strangest  thing  I  shall  see  in  my  life  will  be  a 
battle  between  tortoises  and  other  more  agile  animals. 
God  be  praised  !  ' 

Some  of  these  papers,  however,  were  in  the  Paraguayan 
pay.  The  Paraguayan  consul  at  Rosario,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war,  offered  one  of  the  newspapers  there  ten 
doubloons  a  month  and  its  printing-paper,  to  write  in 
favour  of  Paraguay.     In  this  instance  it  was  refused. 

AVhen  the  news  of  the  capture  of  the  ^  Marquez  de 
Olinda'  and  of  the  detention  of  the  President  of  Matto- 
Grosso  reached  Brazil,  everyone  there  was  furious.  The 
Government  took  it  coolly,  however,  and  stated  in  the  offi- 
cial newspaper  that  it  counted  on  the  patriotism  of  all  the 
Brazilians  for  wiping  out  the  affi'ont;  that  Paraguay 
was  enervated  by  a  despotic  government,  and  that,  con- 
sequently, there  need  be  no  anxiety  about  the  result ; 
that  the  Monte- Yidean  affair  would  soon  be  finished,  and 
then  the  whole  force  of  the  Empire  would  be  free  to  operate 
against  Paraguay. 

The  Monte- Yidean  affairs  had  been  advancing  rapidly 
towards  a  conclusion  since  the  Brazilian  interference. 
Brazil  had  united  with  Flores,  and  they  had  carried 
everything  before  them  until  they  arrived  at  the  town  of 
Paysandu,  where  their  progress  was  for  a  time  arrested. 
They  besieged  it  by  land  and  water  with  the  whole  of 
their  forces.  The  garrison  was  commanded  by  Colonel 
Leandro  Gomez,  and  was  defended  with  a  heroism  that 
gained  the  applause  even  of  his  enemies.  He  had  a  mere 
handful  of  men  against  all  the  Brazilians  and  Flores, 
and  had  no  provisions.     He  executed  some  twenty -four 
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Brazilians  whom  he  had  taken  prisoners,  for  which  their 
countrymen  vowed  revenge. 

Strictly  speaking,  however,  he  did  right,  as  Brazil  had 
not  declared  war,  and  the  army  was,  in  fact,  merely  a 
horde  of  murderers.  After  several  fruitless  attacks,  Pay- 
sandu  was  bombarded  by  the  Brazilians  during  two  days, 
after  which  they  sent  a  demand  to  surrender  under  a  flag 
of  truce.  While  Gomez  was  writing  an  answer,  the  Bra- 
zilians treacherously  entered  the  town,  under  cover  of  the 
flao^  of  truce.  Some  of  the  Brazilian  officers  went  strais^ht 
to  where  Gomez  was  writing,  and  seizing  him,  sent  him 
prisoner,  with  some  of  his  principal  officers,  into  another 
house.  Hence  they  were  all  shortly  taken  out  into  the 
garden  and  shot.  There  was  an  indiscriminate  massacre 
of  the  women  and  children  of  the  place.  The  taking  of 
Paysandti,  with  the  atrocities  committed  there,  form  a  re- 
volting page  in  the  history  of  Brazil. 

The  Monte- Videan  Government  now  saw  that  there 
were  no  hopes  of  holding  out,  and  determined  to  come  to 
terms.  The  situation  was  a  very  complicated  one.  It 
was,  however,  patched  up,  and  a  large  share  in  the  Go- 
vernment given  to  Flores,  who  soon  turned  out  the  rest  of 
them,  and  remained  alone,  with  the  title  of  '  Provisional 
Governor  of  the  Republic  of  the  Banda  Oriental.' 
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CHAPTEE   III. 

THE   PARAGtTAYAN  EXPEDITIOI^    TO   MATTO-GROSSO. 

On  December  14,  1864,  all  Asuncion  was  down  at  the 
riverside,  as  i  twas  understood  that  an  expedition  was  to 
start  that  day  to  invade  Matto-Grosso. 

Three  thousand  men  and  two  field-batteries  were  em- 
barked on  five  steamers  and  three  schooners.  Two  flat- 
bottomed  gunboats,  each  mounting  an  8 -inch  gun,  were 
also  taken  in  tow.  The  men  had  all  new  uniforms,  and 
looked  very  picturesque  in  their  scarlet  camisetas. 

Among  the  troops  embarked  were  the  6th  and  7th  Bat- 
talions, which  for  the  few  years  previous  had  been  occu- 
pied on  the  earthworks  of  the  railway,  now  of  course 
stopped.  These  were  the  two  best  battalions  in  the  army, 
all  old  soldiers,  and  all  mulattoes,  or  '  small  ears,'  as  they 
were  called.  The  7th  Avas  commanded  by  Major  (since 
Colonel)  Luis  Gonzalez,  who  has  made  some  figure  in 
the  war  and  seen  almost  all  the  hard  fighting. 

Before  the  men  started,  the  following  proclamation  was 
issued  to  them : — 

'  Soldiers  ! — My  endeavours  to  keep  the  peace  have 
been  fruitless.  The  Empire  of  Brazil,  not  knowing  our 
valour  and  enthusiasm,  provokes  us  to  war,  which  challenge 
we  are  bound  by  our  honour  and  dignity  to  accept  in  pro- 
tection of  our  dearest  rights. 

^  In  recompence  for  your  loyalty  and  long  services, 
I  have  fixed  my  attention  on  you,  choosing  you  from 
among  the  numerous  legions  which  form  the  armies  of  the 
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Republic,  that  you  may  be  the  first  to  give  a  proof  of  the 
force  of  our  arms,  by  gathering  the  first  laurels  we  shall 
add  to  those  which  our  forefathers  planted  in  the  crown  of 
our  Fatherland  in  the  memorable  battles  of  Paraguari  and 
Tacuari. 

'  Your  subordination  and  discipline,  and  your  constancy 
under  fatigues,  assure  me  of  your  bravery,  and  of  the  lustre 
of  the  arms  which  I  confide  to  your  valour* 

'  Soldiers  and  sailors  !  carry  this  vote  of  confidence  to 
your  companions,  who  will  join  you  on  our  northern 
frontiers,  and  march  serenely  to  the  field  of  honour, 
where,  gathering  glories  for  your  country  and  fame  for 
yourselves,  you  may  show  the  Avorld  what  the  Para- 
guayan soldier  is  worth. 

*  Fkancisco  Solano  Lopez.' 

Coimbra  is  a  fort  on  the  River  Paraguay,  situated  near 
the  Paraguayan  frontier  of  Brazil,  in  Matto-G rosso.  It 
commands  the  river-entrance  to  that  province,  which  is 
practically  the  only  entrance,  as  the  roads  are  so  bad 
overland  from  Rio  Janeiro  that  it  takes  three  months  for 
carts  to  do  the  journey,  and  a  month  for  people  on  horse- 
back. All  the  communication  with  it  was  therefore  car- 
ried on  through  the  River  Plate.  Coimbra  stands  on  the 
spur  of  a  mountain,  sloping  down  to  the  river.  Being 
built  of  stone,  mth  scarps  about  fourteen  feet  high,  it 
was  a  strong  place,  assailable  only  from  one  side,  while 
it  could  be  defended  by  a  small  garrison.  It  mounted 
thirty-seven  brass  guns — chiefly  8-pounders,  with  some 
o2-pounders — and  had  a  garrison  of  four  hundred  men. 
It  was  about  forty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  river. 

On  the  night  of  December  26,  the  steamers  anchored  a 
league  below  Coimbra,  and  the  troops  and  artillery  were 
landed.  General  (then  Colonel)  Barrios,  a  brother-in-law 
of  Lopez  II.,  was  commander  of  the  expedition.     The 
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artillery  was  placed  on  a  hill  opposite  Coimbra,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river.  The  gunboats  took  up  positions 
for  bombarding  the  fort,  and  everything  was  prepared  for 
an  attack. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  Barrios  sent  a  note  to  Porto- 
Carreiro,*  the  commander  of  Coimbra,  under  a  flag  of 
truce,  inviting  him  to  surrender  within  one  hour,  threat- 
ening to  take  the  place  by  force  if  his  demand  was  not 
complied  with,  and  saying  that  in  that  case  the  garrison 
would  be  subjected  to  martial  law. 

Porto-Carreiro  replied  that  it  was  not  customary  in  the 
Brazilian  army  to  surrender  without  being  ordered  to  do 
so  by  a  superior  offlcer ;  that  he  had  sent  a  copy  of 
Barrios'  letter  to  his  commander,  and  awaited  the  decision 
of  the  latter. 

Fire  was  then  opened  on  the  fort  by  the  Paraguayans, 
and  the  bombardment  continued  till  next  day.  It  was  then 
assaulted  by  part  of  the  Paraguayan  forces,  which  were 
driven  back. 

The  fort  was  assailable  only  on  one  side,  on  account  of 
the  inaccessible  hills  which  surrounded  it ;  and  on  that  one 
side  it  was  strongly  protected  by  cactus  hedges,  which  the 
assailants  had  to  cut  through  under  fire.  Even  then  they 
could  hardly  advance  on  account  of  the  stones  and  stumps. 
Although  exposed  to  a  terrible  fire  of  grape  and  musketry, 
they  reached  the  walls ;  but  they  could  not  scale  them, 
having  taken  no  ladders  with  them.  They  also  lost  many 
men  by  the  hand-grenades  which  the  garrison  threw  upon 
them.  Seven  men,  however,  did  scale  the  wall  and  got  in, 
but  they  were  immediately  overpowered,  and  the  re- 
mainder retreated.  Colonel  Luis  Gonzalez  led  the  attack 
with  the  6th  Battalion,  750  strong ;  he  was  struck  himself 

*  Porto-Carreiro  had  formerly  been  a  niilitaiy  iustructor  in  the  Para- 
guayan army,  having  been  sent  at  the  request  of  Lo^^ez  I.  by  the  Brazilian 
Government. 
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ammunition-waggons.  Fifty  carpenters  Avorked  day  and 
night  at  them.  In  Matto-Grosso  these  guns  were  very 
badly  mounted,  most  of  them  on  very  poor  garrison 
carriao;es. 

Many  cargoes  of  gunpowder,  arms,  and  ammunition 
were  sent  down  to  Paraguay,  Avhich  drcAV  from  Matto- 
Grosso  ahnost  all  the  stores  it  consumed  during  the  war. 
Only  the  guns  required  for  defending  the  places  garri- 
soned by  the  Paraguayans  were  left.* 

Brazil  had  for  a  long  time  been  preparing  for  war  in 
this  quarter.  Among  the  papers  which  were  taken  were 
despatches  from  the  Imperial  Government  of  July  and 
October  1861,  and  of  January  1862,  ordering  the  Pro- 
vincial Government  to  keep  a  watch  upon  and  report  the 
movements  of  Paraguay. 

The  behaviour  of  the  Brazilians,  in  not  fighting  for 
Matto-Grosso,  and  in  jumping  into  the  water  instead  of 
taking  or  sinking  the  ^  Ypora,'  naturally  made  the  Para- 
guayans thoroughly  despise  their  enemies. 

As  the  Paraguayan  steamers  could  go  no  higher  up  the 
river  than  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Cuyaba,  on  account 
of  the  shallowness  of  the  water,  and  the  march  by  land 
to  the  town  of  Cuyaba  would  have  been  almost  impos- 
sible, a  garrison  of  somewhat  over  1,000  men  was  left  in 
Corumbii,  Coimbra,  &c.,  while  the  remaining  troops  Avere 
sent  back  to  Asuncion. 

*  In  one  village  taken  by  the  cavalry  there  were  found — -i  cannon,  500 
muskets,  67  carbines,  131  pistols,  468  swords,  1,090  lances,  and  9,847 
cannon-balls. 
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CHAPTER  lY. 

THE  CO^kniEXCEMEXT,  BY  LOPEZ  II.,  OF  THE  WAE  AGAHS^ST  THE 
AUGEXTIXE  CONFEDEEATION  —  THE  SECRET  TREATY  OF  THE 
TRIPLE   ALLIAIs^CE. 

In  the  middle  of  January  1865,  the  old  Bishop  of  Asun- 
cion (Urvieta)  died,  as  had  been  foreseen,  and  the  new 
one  (Palacios)  remained  Head  of  the  Church.  Pie  was  a 
young  man,  about  thirty-five  years  of  age,  with  a  very 
mild  countenance,  and  could  never  look  anyone  in  the 
face.  From  the  time  he  was  made  Bishop,  he  generally 
took  his  meals  at  Lopez'  table,  and  became  a  great  glut- 
ton, which  characteristic  no  doubt  contributed  to  aoo-ra- 
vate  his  naturally  bad  character.  He  prostituted  himself 
and  the  whole  of  the  priesthood  to  Lopez,  and  carried 
his  wickedness  so  far  as  to  use  the  confessional,  which  is 
a  sacrament  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  for  no 
other  purpose  than  that  of  relating  people's  thoughts 
to  Lopez.  This  bad  man  never  lost  an  opportunity  of 
speaking  against  anyone  to  Lopez,  and  doubtless,  many 
atrocities  of  the  latter  were  owing  to  him.  Lopez  de- 
spised him  so  much  that  he  used  to  make  public  fun  of 
him  at  his  table.  He  urged  Lopez  to  take  revenge  for 
the  articles  against  him  in  the  Buenos -Ayrean  press, 
which  continued  to  lash  Lopez  on  his  sore  points,  calling 
him  a  Cacique,  and  Asuncion  his  wdgwams.  It  professed  to 
see  in  the  retreat  of  the  Brazilians  from  Matto-Grosso 
a  great  strategic  design,  and  prophesied  that  Brazil  would 
have  no  difficulty  whatever  in  disposing  of  Paraguay. 
On  January  26,  Mr.  Paranhos,  the  Brazilian  Minister- 
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Plenipotentiary  in  the  River  Plate,  addressed  a  circular 
to  the  foreign  resident  ministers,  detailing  the  mode  in 
which  Paraguay  had  begun  the  war,  and  finishing  as 
follows  : — 

'  The  Imperial  Goveniment  will  repel  its  aggressor  by 
force,  but,  while  keeping  intact  both  the  dignity  of  the 
Empire  and  its  legitimate  rights,  it  will  not  confound  the 
Paraguayan  nation  Avith  the  Government,  which  thus  ex- 
poses it  to  the  hazards  of  an  unjust  war,  and  will  there- 
fore, as  a  belligerent,  maintain  itself  within  the  limits 
which  its  own  civilisation  and  its  international  obligations 
prescribe.' 

On  Februaiy  5,  1865,  despatches  from  Lopez,  for 
General  Mitre,  then  President  of  the  Argentine  Confede- 
ration, arrived  in  Buenos  Ayres,  demanding  permission 
for  a  Paraguayan  army  to  march  through  a  part  of  the 
province  of  Corrientes.  This  Mitre  refused  to  allow, 
and  demanded  explanations  concerning  the  large  Para- 
guayan forces  which  were  being  assembled  on  his 
frontier. 

The  press  of  Buenos  Ayres  now  ceased  to  ridicule 
Lopez,  and  called  him  the  American  Attila.  It  became 
loud  in  its  clamours  to  overthrow  Lopez,  and  to  open  out 
the  rich  country  of  Paraguay,  considering  cheap  the  lives 
lost  in  such  an  enterprise.  The  Argentines  had  always 
been  a  little  jealous  of  the  Paraguayan  raihvays,  arse- 
nals, shipbuilding  yards,  telegraphs,  &c.,  which  Avere 
then  more  advanced  than  in  the  Confederation.  In  Para- 
guay these  establishments  belonged  exclusively  to  the 
Government,  which,  by  its  despotic  power  over  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  the  inhabitants,  could  construct 
large  works  with  no  other  expense  than  that  of  the  plant 
ordered  from  England. 

The  Brazilian  fleet  in  the  River  Plate,  under  the  orders 
of  Admiral    Tamandarc,    gave   no    signs   of  moving  to 
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release  the  President  of  Matto-Grosso,  or  even  to  block- 
ade the  River  Paraguay. 

On  February  15,  Lopez  decreed  the  assembly  of  an 
Extraordinary  Congress  for  March  5.  All  the  Para- 
guayans in  Buenos  Ayres  who  were  out  of.  his  clutches 
signed  and  published  a  protest  against  his  attempting  to 
legalise  his  acts  by  forcing  a  congress  to  endorse  them. 
Lopez  revenged  himself  on  six  of  the  principal  ones,  by 
making  their  relations  in  Paraguay  write  and  publish 
letters,  disowning  them  as  relations  on  account  of  their 
treason.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  one  of  them, 
a  long  letter,  which  Lopez  forced  a  mother  to  write  about 
her  son,  and  published  in  the  Semanario  : — 

'  ....  I  further  say  that  if  my  son,  Benigno,  per- 
sists in  his  misguided  way,  or  does  not  publicly  vindicate 
himself,  he  will  receive  the  malediction  of  all  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  of  his  afflicted  mother,  who  will,  against  her 
wish,  be  obliged  to  curse  him!    .    .    .    .  ' 

Later  on  in  the  war,  as  things  went  worse  with  Lopez, 
he  made  the  letters  much  more  scandalous  to  humanity. 
The  friends  of  all  who  were  taken  prisoners,  or  who  sur- 
rendered or  deserted  to  the  enemy,  were  forced  to  write 
these  letters  in  the  Semanario. 

On  March  5,  the  Congress  assembled  in  Asuncion.  It 
was  comj)Osed  of  the  most  affluent  men  in  Paraguay, 
who,  when  they  arrived  in  town,  had  to  go  to  some  of  the 
employes  of  Government,  to  get  their  cue  as  to  what  they 
were  to  say  in  congress.  These  cues  were  given  upon 
every  subject. 

In  the  President's  message  to  Congress,  he  strongly 
alluded  to  the  unfriendliness  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  had 
copies  of  some  of  the  sarcasms  of  the  press  of  that  city 
distributed  among  the  members. 

The  Congress  sat  for  four  days,  and  the  following  pro- 
positions were  made  and  passed  : — That  the  Government 
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be  authorised  to  negotiate  a  loan  of  5,000,000/.  ;  and  tliat 
Lopez  be  allowed  to  create  six  brigadier-generals,  and 
three  of  division.  The  insults  in  the  Buenos-Ayrean 
press  were  denounced  by  the  members,  and  it  was  pro- 
posed to  have  the  papers  containing  them  burnt  by  the 
public  executioner.  A  decree  was  made,  allowing  Lopez 
to  issue  whatever  amount  of  paper-money  he  thought  fit. 
The  rank  of  Field- jNIarshal  was  conferred  on  him,  with 
60,000  dollars  a  year  (his  father  had  only  4,000  dollars). 
Lopez  accepted  the  post  of  Field-Marshal,  '  on  account  of 
the  honour  of  it,'  but  could  not  bring  himself  to  receive 
the  money.  The  members  however  insisted,  but  he  again 
refused.  This  was  repeated  each  day  the  Congress 
sat  (all  by  '  supreme  order '),  till  he  at  last  accepted  it. 
During  the  discussion  a  member  proposed  to  give  him  a 
sword  and  a  jewel  of  honour,  instead  of  the  60,000  dol- 
lars. He  accepted  these  as  well.  The  statement  of  the 
Bishop,  that  the  private  fortune  of  Lopez  and  that  of  the 
State  were  both  one,  Avas  received  with  great  applause. 
A  law  was  proposed,  prohibiting  him  from  exposing  his 
precious  life  in  the  war.  Lopez  objected  that  if  anything 
went  wrong,  he  should  feel  himself  responsible  if  he  were 
not  there  in  person;  but,  as  it  was  so  much  insisted  upon, 
he  promised  to  expose  himself  as  little  as  possible.  The 
Bishop  said  that  it  was  the  decision  and  personal  bravery 
of  Lopez  which  chiefly  made  them  anxious  on  his  account. 

It  was  asserted  that  Buenos  Ayres  had  virtually  de- 
clared war  by  refusing  the  passage  of  Paraguayan  troops 
through  Corrientes,  while  she  had  formerly  allowed  the 
Brazilians  to  go  up  the  river  and  menace  Paraguay. 
Lopez  was  authorised  to  pass  the  troops  through  when- 
ever he  thought  fit. 

Banquets,  balls,  &c.  were  still  the  order  of  the  day  in 
Asuncion.  Lopez  had  dances  going  on  every  night  in 
'  improvised  saloons '  in  the  public  squares.     These  were 
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divided  into  tliree  compartments,  for  three  classes  of  people 
— the  swells,  the  ^  golden  combs,'  and  the  common  people. 
The  *  golden  combs  '  was  a  name  given  to  a  class  invented 
at  the  beo-innincr  of  the  dancins;  mania,  and  consisted  of 
all  the  third-class  girls  who  had  any  pretension  to  good 
looks,  and  were  tolerably  loose  in  their  morals.  They  all 
Avore  immense  golden  combs  in  their  back-hair.  They 
w^ere  brought  forward  by  the  Government  to  spite  the 
ladies,  most  of  Avhom  refused  to  dance  at  these  places, 
though  under  danger  of  their  lives.  They  w^ere,  how^- 
ever,  obliged  to  go  and  look  on  for  a  short  time. 

The  people  whom  Lopez  had  imprisoned  on  his  elec- 
tion were  dying  now  and  then  in  prison,  and  great  terror 
w^as  caused  among  the  people  by  the  maltreatment  to 
which  they  were  subjected.  One  of  them — the  Judge 
Lescano,  a  good  old  man — Vv^as  kept  in  the  open  air,  and 
in  the  mud,  till  he  died.  His  body  was  then  sent  to  the 
hospital  to  have  a  post-mortem  examination  held  on  it. 
(This  w^as  done  w^ith  all  distinguished  prisoners  who  died, 
to  prove  that  they  were  not  poisoned.)  The  Chief  of 
Police  then  sent  for  his  wife,  and  (smiling)  told  her  that 
her  husband  was  free,  and  that  she  misiht  o-o  to  the  hos- 
pital  and  take  charge  of  him.  She  went,  delighted,  but 
w  hat  was  her  horror  to  find  him  in  the  post-mor-tem  room  ! 
In  the  afternoon  a  little  bullock-cart,  with  policemen  for 
drivers,  was  sent  to  carry  away  his  remains,  his  family 
not  even  being  allowed  the  poor  consolation  of  burying 
him. 

Another,  Jovellanos,  just  as  he  was  about  to  die, 
was  sent  home  to  his  family.  When  he  was  dead,  Lopez 
sent  a  bullock-cart,  as  in  the  former  case,  wdth  policemen, 
who  entered  the  house  rudely,  and,  taking  the  body  by 
the  feet,  threw  it  into  the  cart,  and  took  it  away.  People 
became  afraid  to  breathe. 

On   March   25,   Lopez  decreed   the    augmentation   of 
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2,900,000  dollars  in  pa])er-money,  making  the  total  issue 
5,000,000  dollars;  and  on  April  10,  he  abolished  the  law 
which  ordered  the  half  of  all  payments  to  be  made  in 
specie. 

About  this  time  a  disgraceful  outrage  was  committed  on 
the  Brazilian  Consul  in  Asuncion,  who,  being  married  to  a 
native  lady,  had  stayed  in  the  country.  As  he  was  quietly 
going  along  the  street  one  evening,  his  head  was  broken 
by  the  blow  of  a  bottle,  leaving  him  senseless,  and  very 
dangerously  wounded.  The  general  impression  was  that 
the  perpetrators  of  these  deeds  acted  by  authority. 

On  April  16,  large  transactions  on  'Change  in  Buenos 
Ayres,  done  by  Paraguayan  agents,  made  a  sensation, 
and  caused  curious  people  to  seek  for  news.  They  found 
that  a  letter  had  been  written  by  the  Paraguayan  Gene- 
ral, Bobles,  from  Humaita,  to  the  Paraguayan  agents  in 
the  Biver  Plate,  by  order  of  Lopez,  telling  them,  secretly, 
that  war  had  been  declared  ao^ainst  the  Aro^entine  Con- 
federation;  that  he  had  orders  to  march  to  Corrientes, 
and  was  on  the  eve  of  moving  thither ;  and  that  the  in- 
telligence was  sent  them  beforehand,  that  they  might  take 
any  measures  they  thought  fit. 

This  declaration  of  war  was  a  despatch  from  Berges  to 
Elizalde,  Argentine  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs.  It  Avas 
dated  March  29,  and  the  first  that  the  Buenos- Ayrean 
Government  saw  of  it  was  from  its  being  published  in  a 
newspaper  of  Corrientes,  after  that  city  was  occupied  by 
the  Paraguayans.  It  was  officially  received  by  the  Ar- 
gentine Government  on  May  3,  and  was  to  the  following- 
effect  : — That  the  professions  of  neutrality  of  the  Argen- 
tine Government  did  not  deceive  Lopez ;  that  an  Argen- 
tine General  had  assisted  in  the  Oriental  war,  with 
the  countenance  of  the  Argentine  Government;  that 
the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres,  being  at  peace  with 
Paraguay,    had    countenanced    the   '  Paraguayan    War 
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Committee  '  in  that  city  ;  but  all  this  was  not  sufficient : — 
that  Government  must  lend  its  official  press  to  stupid 
and  insulting  productions  against  Paraguay,  such  as 
had  never  been  issued  by  any  press  in  the  world ;  that  ^ 
to  be  really  neutral,  the  Argentine  Government  should 
either  grant  to  both  Paraguay  and  Brazil,  or  refuse  to 
both  of  them,  the  freedom  of  transit  for  their  troops ; 
that  the  protestations  of  friendship  were  very  contrary 
to  the  insults  and  calumnies  which  the  official  press  was 
continually  throwing  out  to  the  world  against  Paraguay 
and  its  Government ;  that  all  these  hostile  acts,  for 
which  Paraguay  had  given  no  provocation,  had  con- 
vinced Lopez  that  the  policy  of  the  Argentine  Govern- 
ment threatened  the  most  vital  interests  of  that  of 
Paraguay.  That,  convinced  that  the  actual  Government 
of  the  Confederation  was  an  enemy  to  the  rights,  interests, 
honour,  and  integrity  of  the  Paraguayan  nation,  and 
its  Government,  he  had  laid  the  case  before  Congress, 
and  noAv  sent  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  that  body, 
declaring  war  against  the  actual  Argentine  Government ; 
that  he  throws  all  the  responsibility  on  the  Argentine 
Government. 

The  following  is  from  the  enclosure  mentioned,  namely, 
the  declaration  of  war  by  the  Paraguayan  Congress  : — 

'  The  Sovereign  National  Congress. 


Considering 


Declares. 


'  The  conduct  of  the  Executive  Power  of  the  nation, 
towards  Brazil,  is  approved  of.  .  .  .  and  it  is  autho- 
rised to  continue  the  war. 

'  Art.  2. — AVar  is  hereby  declared  against  the  actual 
Ar2:entine  Government,  till  it  gives  such  assurances  and 
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war  against  us,  by  the  act  of  treacherously  seizing  in  our 
territory,  by  force  of  arms,  two  steamers  of  the  Argentine 
squadron,  and  firing  on  our  defenceless  towns. 

*  Being  provoked  to  the  combat,  without  having  souglit 
it,  after  having  done  all  that  decorously  could  and  ought 
to  be  done  to  avoid  it — keeping  the  neutrality,  which 
Avas  the  rule  of  our  policy — we  shall  answer  Avar  Avith  Avar, 
and  we  shall  carry  it  on  Avith  all  the  energy  and  power 
which  correspond  to  the  glorious  antecedents  of  the 
Argentine  nation,  noAv  so  disloyally  wounded  in  her 
honour. 

'  Fellow-citizens  !  Counting  on  the  strength  of  the  Ar- 
gentine people,  and  on  your  firmness,  the  country  has 
till  now  maintained  itself  on  an  entire  footing  of  peace, 
thus  complying  strictly  with  the  conditions  of  neutrality  ; 
in  the  assurance  that  AA^hen  the  moment  of  danger  arrived, 
everyone,  without  distinction,  Avould  rush  to  his  post,  at 
the  foot  of  the  national  flag,  resolved  to  comply  with 
his  sacred  duties. 

'  Arojentines  I  The  moment  has  arrived.  In  the  name 
of  our  country,  and  Avith  the  authority  of  the  laAv,  I  call 
upon  you  to  occupy  your  posts,  as  citizens  and  soldiers 
of  a  free  country,  whose  standard  was  ever  folloAved  by 
victory  and  justice. 

'  Compatriots !  I  can  calmly  ofler  you  triumph ;  for 
every  Argentine  feels  that  it  is  insured  beforehand  by 
the  poAverful  elements  Avhich  the  nation  has  at  com- 
mand, and  by  the  help  of  Providence,  and  of  your  valour 
and  patriotism. 

'  After  this  noble  effort  peace  Avill  be  more  solid,  more 
glorious,  and  more  fruitful ;  and  you  can  continue,  with 
greater  energy,  the  task  of  progress,  in  which  you  have 
been  interrupted  by  a  vandalic  and  treacherous  aggres- 
sion. 

'  For  my  own  })art,   I  need  not  tell  you  tliat  I  shall 
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fulfil  the  high  duties  which  the  country  and  the  Constitu- 
tion impose  on  me  under  the  circumstances ;  and  that, 
confiding  in  Heaven,  which  protects  the  justice  of  our 
cause,  and  in  your  generous  patriotism,  I  shall  not  rest 
until  I  have  restored  to  you  the  peace  which  has  been 
treacherously  taken  from  you,  and  until  I  have  vindi- 
cated the  honour  of  the  Argentine  nation. 

^  Your  compatriot  and  friend, 

'  BAIITOL03IE  Mitre. 

'  Buenos  Ayres,  April  16,  1865.' 

President  Mitre  called  the  Congress  together,  wrote  a 
circular  to  the  foreign  ministers,  informing  them  of  the 
state  of  war  Avhich  the  Republic  was  in,  and  declared 
the  ports  of  Paraguay  blockaded. 

He  cancelled  the  exequaturs  of  the  Paraguayan  con- 
suls in  the  Confederation,  and  put  Eguzquiza,  the  consul 
in  Buenos  Ayres,  in  prison.  He  was  released  on  bail, 
but  again  arrested  next  day. 

General  Paunero  was  named  commander  of  the  1st 
division  of  the  Argentine  army.  All  the  battalions  of 
infantry  were  ordered  to  be  increased  to  a  strength  of 
500. 

The  Governor  (Lagrana)  of  Corrientes  was  in  time  to 
stop  and  send  back  the  '^  Esmeralda,'  a  steamer  going  to 
Paraguay  with  small  and  side-arms,  which  were  seized  by 
the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

Urquiza  also  got  up  an  army  of  10,000  men,  without, 
however,  moving  them  in  any  direction. 

On  May  1,  1865,  General  Flores,  General  Urquiza, 
the  Brazilian  Minister-Plenipotentiary  in  the  River  Plate, 
Mr.  Octaviano,  Admiral  Tamandare,  and  the  Brazilian 
General  Osorio,  arrived  in  Buenos  Ayres,  and  were 
met  at  the  pier-head  by  President  Mitre.  The  same 
day  a  treaty  of  alliance  was  signed  between  Brazil, 
the  Arnjcntme   Confederation,  and  the  Banda   Oriental, 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

THE   COMMENCEMENT   OF   THE   CAMPAIGN   IN  CORKIENTES — GENERAL 
URQTJIZA. 

On  Good  Friday,  April  14,  1865,  the  day  after  the 
capture  of  the  two  Argentine  steamers  by  the  Para- 
guayans, General  Robles,  with  3,000  men,  disembarked 
at  the  city  of  Corrientes,  from  five  Paraguayan  steamers. 
He  formed  his  men  on  the  beach,  and  waited  there  for 
some  one  to  come  from  the  city,  to  whom  he  might  tell 
what  he  had  to  say,  in  order  to  quiet  the  fears  of  the 
inhabitants.  At  last  some  ventured  near  him,  and  he 
told  them  that  the  Paraguayans  were  come  as  brothers, 
to  free  the  Correntinos  from  the  despotism  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  that  they  and  their  city  would  be  respected. 
Onthe  same  day,  about  eight  hundred  Paraguayan  cavalry 
marched  into  the  city.  These  had  come  overland,  ha^dng 
crossed  the  Parana  at  Paso  la  Patria,  which  was  the  route 
by  w^hich  the  greater  part  of  the  correspondence  w^as  kept 
up  between  Paraguay  and  its  army  in  Corrientes. 

Pobles  left  a  garrison  in  Corrientes,  and  having  re- 
ceived reinforcements,  which  arrived  daily  by  steamers, 
he  marched  slowly  tow^ards  the  south,  along  tlie  side  of 
the  river.  From  a  short  distance  below  the  city  of  Cor- 
rientes, the  cliffs  on  that  side  are  fifty  feet  high,  and  con- 
tinue so  some  way  down  ;  so  that,  if  the  Brazilian  fleet  had 
shown  itself  suddenly,  it  could  have  done  little  damage 
to  the  Paraguayan  army. 
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Three  Paraguayan  steamers  were  anchored  at  and  near 
Corrientes,  with  steam  constantly  up,  on  the  look-out 
for  the  Brazilian  fleet. 

The  city  of  Corrientes  was  respected,  but  in  the  country 
and  on  the  roads  everything  found  was  taken,  whether 
cattle,  horses,  or  other  goods.  But,  generally,  persons  were 
not  molested  at  the  beginning  of  this  campaign. 

For  a  year  previous  to  these  events,  Lopez  had  had 
in  Corrientes  a  Paraguayan,  named  Miguel  Rojas,  as 
Government  agent,  ostensibly  as  a  purchaser  of  cattle  for 
Paraguay,  quantities  being  yearly  imported  from  Cor- 
rientes for  the  consumption  of  the  army.  Rojas  had, 
however,  other  commissions  as  well,  and  had  sounded 
most  people  in  the  city  of  Corrientes  as  to  their  political 
opinions  ;  and  by  the  time  Robles  arrived  there,  he  knew 
pretty  well  who  might  be  counted  upon  as  not  adverse  to 
the  Paraguayan  invasion.  There  were  many  discontented 
people  in  Corrientes,  and  as  the  Correntinos  and  Para- 
guayans among  themselves  speak  the  same  language 
(Guarani),  they  considered  each  other  as  in  some  sort 
brothers.  The  Paraguayans  and  Correntinos  admire 
each  other's  horsemanship ;  the  former  call  the  latter 
by  the  nickname  of  *  Curepi,'  or  pig-skins. 

Lopez  sent  a  number  of  chosen  men  from  Asuncion  to 
govern  Corrientes,  though  he  also  placed  there  an  os- 
tensible Government,  consisting  of  three  Correntinos — 
Gauna,  Silvero,  and  Caceres.  This  triumvirate,  however, 
went  for  nothing.  The  party  sent  from  Paraguay  was 
headed  by  Don  Jose  Berges  (Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs), 
and  he  was  assisted  by  Padre  Bogado,  Miguel  Haedo, 
J.  V.  Urdapilleta,  and  various  others.  Lopez  sent  his 
orders  to  Berges,  who  passed  them  on  to  the  triumvi- 
rate to  execute.  The  orarrison  of  Corrientes  and  the 
steamers  there  were  under  the  orders  of  Berges.  He  did 
not  abuse  his  power  more  than  Lopez  obliged  him  to  do. 
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At  first  passports  were  given  freely  to  people  who 
wished  to  leave  the  city,  and  everything  was  done  to  try 
and  make  Lopez'  Government  appear  a  civilised  and 
honourable  one. 

The  Government  archives  of  Corrientes  were  seized, 
and  all  valuable  papers  were  sent  to  Asuncion — among 
them  a  map  of  the  province,  shoA\dng  the  different  estates 
in  it. 

Large  quantities  of  Paraguayan  paper-money  were 
introduced,  the  Correntinos  being  forced  to  take  it  in 
payment  for  their  goods. 

President  Mitre,  meanwhile,  was  making  preparations 
for  taking  the  field,  and  was  raising  an  army  as  quickly 
as  possible.  Everyone  Avas  sending  contributions  towards 
the  war.  The  press  made  little  of  Lopez  and  his  men, 
counting  upon  an  easy  victory  the  moment  they  took 
the  field.  In  reference  to  this  a  Monte- Videan  paper 
remarked,  that  ^  only  a  nation  of  sheep  would  become 
enthusiastic  by  having  the  impotency  and  degradation  of 
its  enemies  pictured  to  it.' 

A  Paraguayan  Legion  was  enrolled,  and  Colonels 
Iturburu  and  Decoud  placed  in  command  of  it. 

People  were  so  maddened  by  the  outrage  on  the 
steamers,  that  the  news  of  the  invasion  of  Corrientes  had 
no  effect  upon  them.  On  April  24,  the  first  battalion  of 
troops  left  Buenos  Ayres  for  Corrientes. 

Lagrafia,  the  Governor  of  Corrientes,  on  the  invasion  of 
Robles  had  retreated  a  short  way  south,  and  made  procla- 
mations, calling  the  Correntinos  to  arms,  and  had  decreed 
that  every  Argentine  in  the  province,  between  1 6  and  60 
years  of  age,  should  immediately  report  himself  for  the 
army ;  he  also  declared  that  all  persons  obeying  the 
orders  of  the  self-installed  Government  of  Corrientes 
would  be  considered  as  traitors,  and  condemned  to  death. 

In    Rosario    great    demonstrations   had   taken   place. 
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Caminos,  the  Paraguayan  consul,  had  been  put  into 
prison.  A  procession  was  formed  to  proceed  to  the 
Paraguayan  consulate,  where  a  ladder  was  put  up,  and 
the  shield,  with  the  Paraguayan  arms  on  it,  torn  down 
and  thrown  on  the  ground.  They  then  took  it,  together 
with  a  portrait  of  Lopez,  to  the  pier-head,  where  they 
stuck  them  up  and  shot  at  them,  after  which  they  threw 
them  into  the  river.  They  then  wrote,  signed,  and  pub- 
lished a  ^  solemn  act,'  giving  an  account  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. 

Urquiza  made  great  proclamations  and  professions,  and 
he  led  Buenos  Ayres  really  to  believe  that  on  the  26th  he 
should  march  with  10,000  men  to  the  relief  of  Corrientes. 
He  decreed  that  all  his  men  should  join  the  army  with 
their  own  horses,  and  he  got  the  Government  of  the  Con- 
federation to  pay  for  them — the  decree  which  ordered 
this  payment  leaving  the  men,  nevertheless,  still  owners 
of  their  horses. 

The  Argentine  Congress  assembled  on  May  1,  and 
sanctioned  a  loan  of  12,000,000  dollars,  which  was  im- 
mediately negotiated.  In  his  message  to  Congress,  Mitre 
commends  Urquiza  for  having  got  together  more  men 
than  were  required  of  him. 

In  a  few  days  Urquiza  left  for  Entre-Rios,  taking 
leave  of  his  friends  in  Buenos  Ayres  by  a  paragraph  in  a 
newspaper,  as  ^  the  necessity  he  was  in  of  putting  himself 
immediately  at  the  head  of  his  troops  did  not  allow  hun 
the  pleasure  of  doing  so  personally.'  President  Mitre 
accompanied  him  to  the  pier,  and,  shaking  hands  wdth 
him,  said :  ^  Hurry  yourself.  General.'  At  that  moment 
a  messenger  from  Lopez,  ^vith  despatches  for  Urquiza,  ar- 
rived. These  he  at  once  handed  over  (unopened)  to  Mitre, 
who  said  to  Urquiza's  secretary,  who  had  given  them  to 
him,  that  the  good  faith  shown  by  General  Urquiza  did 
not  permit  him  to  open  them.     The  secretary  then  opened 
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them,  and  gave  them  to  Mitre,  who  ordered  them  to  be  pub- 
lished, and  the  messenger  who  had  brought  them  to  be  put 
in  prison.  The  despatches  contained  a  letter  from  Bero-es, 
giving  an  account  of  the  events  in  Corrientes,  and  hopino- 
that  Urquiza  would  not  be  indifferent.  For  some  time 
Lopez  had  carried  on  communications  with  Urquiza  by 
means  of  a  direct  messenger  (the  ex-Argentine  consul). 

When  Urquiza  arrived  in  Entre-Rios  from  Buenos 
Ayres,  he  began  to  assemble  his  army,  and  in  less  than  a 
month  he  had  10,000  men.  For  these  he  received  arms 
and  clothing  from  Mitre,  which  he  distributed  amono- 
his  troops,  and  marched  towards  Concordia,  the  rendez- 
vous of  the  Allies,  where  Mitre  already  was.  When  he 
reached  Bassualdo — a  place  on  the  frontiers  of  Entre-Rios, 
and  on  the  road  to  Concordia — he  halted  his  men,  and 
went  forward  alone  to  see  Mitre.  While  on  the  way,  he 
was  overtaken  by  a  messenger,  who  brought  tidings  that 
almost  the  whole  of  his  army  had  broken  up.  He  returned 
immediately,  and,  finding  it  was  true,  gave  the  rest  of 
it  leave  of  absence  for  a  month.  He  then  wrote  an 
account  of  the  affair  to  President  Mitre,  promising  to  have 
12,000  men  under  arms  in  a  month.  Mitre  wrote  back, 
approving  what  had  been  done,  and  Urquiza  went  to  see 
Mitre  at  Concordia,  on  July  24.  He  perfectly  satisfied 
Mitre,  and  made  a  formal  promise,  in  a  letter,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  extract  :— 

'  I  beg  the  Government  of  my  country,  and  also  your 
Excellency,  and  I  beg  the  people  of  the  Republic,  for  a 
few  days'  patience,  that  I  may  then,  with  the  Entre-Riano 
division,  which  I  am  ordered  to  raise,  be  enabled  to  occupy 
any  post  of  danger  which  may  be  indicated  to  me ;  being 
certain  that  we  shall  not  be  the  last  in  the  field,  and  that 
we  shall  contribute  equally  with  the  best  towards  pre- 
serving untarnished  our  honour  and  the  brilliancy  of  our 
awns.' 
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Urquiza  then  went  back  to  Entre-Rios.  At  the  end  of 
October  he  collected  a  few  thousand  men  again,  and  with 
some  2,000  of  them  marched  to  Concordia,  which  the 
allied  armies  had  already  left,  where  he  was  joined  by 
more.  He  then  marched  towards  Mitre's  headquarters ; 
but  at  Toledo,  on  the  road,  the  greater  part  of  his  army 
again  broke  up,  and  he  returned  with  the  rest,  and 
ffave  them  all  leave  of  absence  ao;ain.  When  the  Allies 
invaded  Paraguay  next  year,  he  sent  a  few  hundred  men, 
who  mutinied  on  board  the  steamers,  and  were  ultimately 
disbanded.  He  also  sent  a  few  old  guns,  which  he  had 
formerly  taken  from  Buenos  Ayres. 

He  was  not  heard  of  again  during  this  war,  except 
as  selling  large  quantities  of  cattle  and  horses  to  the 
Allies,  and  thus  amassing  immense  wealth.  His  name 
was  often  used  during  the  war  by  Lopez  to  enliven  his 
troops,  who  were  told  that  Urquiza  was  on  the  march  to 
help  them. 

In  his  declaration  of  war.  President  Mitre  said  that 
the  Argentine  Government  would  not  lay  down  its  arms 
until  it  had  overthrown  the  present  Government  of 
Paraguay. 

The  Brazilian  fleet  had  been  much  censured  for  not 
having  yet  moved ;  but  at  last,  on  April  3,  it  left  Buenos 
Ayres  '  for  Paraguay,'  but  it  took  just  a  year  to  reach  the 
nearest  point  of  Paraguay.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  talk 
of  what  the  fleet  would  do.  The  Paraguayans  were  to  run 
the  moment  they  saw  this  fleet,  which  would  immediately 
blow  up  Humaita.  When  they  left  Buenos  Ayres,  how- 
ever, and  felt  that  they  were  really  going  to  the  war,  the 
officers  were  observed  to  be  very  quiet ;  and,  by  Avay  of 
encouragement  to  them,  bets  were  made,  in  their  hearing, 
that  none  of  them  nor  of  their  vessels  would  ever  return. 
They  managed  to  move  so  slowly,  that  it  took  them  42  days 
to  go  from  Buenos  Ayres  to  Corrientes,  a  distance  of  600 
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miles.  The  fleet  could  never  operate  to  its  content ;  the 
river  was  always  either  too  high  or  too  low. 

The  Paraguayan  steamers,  meanwhile,  had  the  run 
of  the  river,  and  they  made  use  of  it  to  take  down 
troops,  and  to  carry  up  the  booty  from  the  sacked  towns 
and  villages. 

Humaita  had  only  ninety  guns,  mounted  in  seven  bat- 
teries, and  the  Brazilian  river-fleet  had  more.  With  very 
little  danger  of  any  of  their  boats  being  sunk,  they  might 
have  anchored  opposite  the  batteries  and  destroyed  them  ; 
as  it  would  have  been  easy  for  them,  with  grape  and 
canister,  to  have  swept  the  Paraguayans  away  from  their 
guns,  as  the  latter  had  no  parapet  higher  than  their 
knees,  except  in  one  battery  of  sixteen  guns. 

The  Argentines  now  complained  loudly  of  the  inactivity 
of  the  fleet.  On  April  28,  eight  Brazilian  war-steamers 
were  at  Goya,  and  the  commander  of  that  squadron 
(Gomensoro)  on  that  date  declared  the  Paraguayan  ports 
blockaded,  and  had  an  interview  with  a  delegate  of  the 
ex-Governor  (Lagraiia)  of  Corrientes,  with  the  view  of 
combining  operations  against  the  Paraguayans.  Gomen- 
soro said  he  believed  his  guns  would  carry  right  through 
the  Paraguayan  steamers,  as  they  were  only  armed  for 
war,  while  his  own  were  built  for  it. 

General  Caceres  was  the  commander  of  the  Correntino 
forces,  and  now  had  6,000  men.  On  May  2,  General 
Paunero  landed  at  Bella  Vista  with  his  forces,  and  the 
skirmishing  with  the  Paraguayan  vanguard  began,  the 
victory  always  being  claimed  by  both  sides.  There  were, 
however,  no  important  engagements. 

On  May  3,  the  triumvirate  sent  a  deputation  to  General 
Caceres,  to  beg  him  to  avoid  bloodshed  by  ordering  all 
his  troops  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  by  accepting  the 
offer  of  a  free  pardon.  No  answer  was  returned  to  this 
insolent  message. 
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There  were  now  8,000  men  under  Caceres  and  Paunero, 
and  towards  the  end  of  May  they  had  16,000. 

General  Robles,  who  was  now  encamped  with  about 
25,000  men  at  Riachuelo,  on  a  high  cliff  of  the  river  about 
three  leao-ues  below  Corrientes,  marched  southward  on 
May  11,  and,  passing  through  the  intermediate  villages, 
reached  Bella  Yista  on  the  20th.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Aguiar  commanded  the  vanguard,  and  had  continual  skir- 
mishes with  the  enemy.  When  one  of  their  companions 
was  wounded,  the  Correntinos,  on  horseback,  would  stoop 
down,  and,  picking  him  up  between  two  of  them,  gallop 
off  with  him.  He  marched  as  far  as  Goya,  which  place 
his  vano^uard  entered  on  June  3. 

Robles  had  left  a  garrison  of  1,500  men  and  two  small 
guns  in  the  city  of  Corrientes,  under  the  command  of 
Major  Martinez.  On  May  25,  a  squadron  of  eight  Bra- 
zilian and  two  Aro-entine  steamers  of  war  came  in  sisfht 
of  Corrientes,  and  the  Brazilians  took  up  positions  to  rake 
the  streets  of  the  city  (which  is  built  in  squares),  while 
the  Argentines  went  inshore  and  landed  their  troops. 

General  Paunero,  who  commanded  this  expedition  in 
person,  had  embarked  4,000  men  on  board  the  squadron, 
with  the  object  of  taking  Corrientes,  but  only  landed  about 
2,000  with  two  6-pounder  guns,  under  Colonels  Rivas, 
Charlone,  and  Rosetti.  A  few  of  these  troops  were 
Brazilians.  The  two  last-named  commanders  were  Italians, 
and  they,  with  their  troops,  were  considered  some  of  the 
best  soldiers  in  the  Argentine  army.  The  fleet,  mean- 
while, bombarded  the  Paraguayans.  They  now  came  to 
hand-to-hand  fighting,  and  the  greatest  gallantry  was 
shown  on  both  sides.  Major  Martinez  could  not  have  pre- 
vented the  landing  of  the  allies,  as  they  were  protected 
by  the  guns  of  the  squadron  ;  but  when  the  fighting  began, 
the  Paraguayans  displayed  great  courage,  for  which  their 
enemies  afterwards  gave  them  due  credit. 
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The  landing  took  place  just  outside  the  town,  to  the 
north  of  it,  and  the  Paraguayans  retreated  about  1,000 
yards,  to  a  stone  bridge  which  led  to  the  city.  This 
they  defended  for  a  long  time,  being  all  the  while  exposed 
to  the  fire  of  the  fleet,  as  well  as  to  that  of  the  infantry. 
The  Brazilians  here  first  showed  a  peculiarity  in 
their  tactics,-  which  consists  in  firing  whenever  they 
have  any  guns  to  fire  with,  no  matter  whether  they  kill 
friend  or  foe,  or  both  together — which  last  was  usually 
the  case — or  whether  they  see  or  do  not  see  what  they  are 
firing  at. 

The  bridge  was  riddled  with  grape  from  the  fleet, 
and  both  sides  having  left  many  men  on  the  spot,  the 
Paraguayans  retreated  about  a  mile  outside  the  city. 
Berges  and  the  triumvirate  were  already  gone,  and  the 
victors,  having  embarked  their  wounded,  took  on  board 
the  ships  all  persons  who  wished  to  leave  the  city.  Next 
morning  they  embarked,  and  went  down  the  river  again 
to  join  the  main  army.  The  triumvirate  and  Berges 
immediately  reinstated  themselves  in  the  Government. 

The  loss  of  the  Paraguayans  in  killed  and  wounded 
was  about  400,  and  that  of  the  Allies  about  350.  Char- 
lone  was  badly  wounded  in  the  head,  by  a  sword-cut  from 
a  Paraguayan  oflScer.  The  dead  were  buried  under  the 
bridge  where  the  fight  had  taken  place. 

The  river  being  open  to  the  enemy.  General  Robles 
did  wrong  to  leave  so  small  a  garrison  in  Corrientes 
(which  had  no  fortifications  of  any  kind),  with  orders  to 
fight  instead  of  to  retreat  before  a  superior  force,  as  he 
himself  was  miles  away  with  the  army,  and  no  reinforce- 
ments could  arrive  in  time.  It  was,  however,  done  by 
the  orders  of  Lopez. 

The  Allies  said  that  they  heard  among  the  Paraguayans 
a  cry  of,  '  Whoever  dies  here  will  come  to  life  again  in 
Asuncion,'  and  they  say  that  this  doctrine  was  preached 
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by  the  priests  in  Paraguay.  Such  Avas  not  the  case,  as 
the  Paraguayans  would  never  have  beheved  it,  though  the 
priests  would  certainly  not  have  hesitated  to  teach  it. 

In  the  Paraguayan  account  of  the  affair,  the  Argen- 
tines were  stated  to  have  committed  robberies  and  rapes 
in  the  city.     This  does  not,  however,  appear  to  be  true. 

The  Argentine  Government  2:ranted  a  medal  to  all 
who  had  been  eno-ao-ed  in  the  attack. 

The  Brazilian  squadron  of  nine  war-steamers  now 
anchored  opposite  Corrientes,  in  line  of  battle,  to  carry 
into  effect  the  blockade  which  they  had  declared. 

Preparations  were  still  actively  carried  on  in  Paraguay. 
Lopez  himself  was  getting  ready  to  take  the  field,  and 
rumours  were  circulated  that  he  was  going  to  march  to 
Monte  Video  and  Buenos  Ayres.  General  Diaz  (then 
a  lieutenant  of  police)  was  promoted  to  a  captaincy, 
and  commissioned  to  drill  and  command  the  40th  Bat- 
talion, which  was  composed  entirely  of  people  from 
Asuncion.  This  battalion  was  1,050  strong,  and  per- 
formed its  evolutions  very  creditably.  This  40th  Bat- 
talion saw  more  fighting  during  the  war  than  any  other ; 
it  was  five  times  almost  completely  annihilated,  and  as 
many  times  reorganised,  as  far  as  possible,  with  Asun- 
cion people.  General  (then  Lieutenant-Colonel)  Bruguez 
had  got  the  horse-artillery  into  very  good  trim,  and  Lopez 
reviewed  all  the  troops  in  Asuncion,  one  day  in  May — 
some  15,000  men.  They  looked  very  well  in  their  scarlet 
camisetas,  and  went  creditably  through  their  evolutions. 
On  the  same  day  a  torpedo  was  tried,  in  his  presence,  by 
a  Yankee,  Mr.  Kriiger,  who  blew  up  a  raft  of  palm-trees 
high  into  the  air,  himself  being  about  six  yards  only  from 
the  point  of  explosion. 

It  was  currently  stated  in  Paraguay  that  Bolivia  was 
going  to  ally  itself  with  Paraguay,  and  send  an  army  to 
the  assistance  of  the  latter. 
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On  April  8,  1865,  Lopez,  by  a  long  decree,  instituted 
the  ^  National  Order  of  Merit,'  consisting  of  five  different 
degrees — namely,  grand  cross,  grand  officer,  commander, 
officer,  and  knight.  The  decoration  was  a  five-pointed 
star,  with  arrows  converging  between  the  points,  and  a 
medallion  in  the  centre,  with,  on  the  obverse,  the  words 
'  Honoris  Causa,'  and  on  the  reverse  *  Pra^mium  Meriti.' 
It  was  to  be  suspended  at  the  left  breast  by  a  purple 
ribbon,  each  edge  of  which  displayed  a  very  narrow 
tricolour. 

H.B.M.'s  gunboat 'Doterel' was  at  Corrientesat  the  time 
of  the  fight  on  May  25,  and  next  day  was  continuing  her 
voyage  to  Asuncion,  when  she  met  the  'Pirabebe,'  a  steam 
yacht,  one  of  the  Paraguayan  flotilla,  which  carried  one 
gun.  The  ^Pirabebe,'  thinking  she  was  a  Brazilian,  fired 
at  the  '  Doterel,'  but  did  not  hit  her.  The  commander  of 
the  yacht  afterwards  apologised,  saying  he  did  not  dis- 
tino^uish  the  flag.  The  ^  Doterel '  arrived  at  Asuncion 
about  June  1,  having  on  board  an  English  secretary  of 
leo;ation.  What  mission  she  had  at  Asuncion  was  not 
generally  knoAvn  to  the  English  there.  It  appears,  how- 
ever, that  she  was  sent  to  take  away  any  British  subjects 
who  wished  to  go. 
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CHAPTEK   YII. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  THE  EIACHUELO — LOPEZ  LEAVES  ASTJ^TCION  FOR 
THE  SEAT  OF  WAR — IMPRISOXMENT  OF  GENERAL  ROBLES,  AJs^D 
CONTINTJATIOISr   OF    THE    CAMPAIGN    OF    CORRIEXTES. 

On  June  2,  1865,  Lopez  published  the  following  pro- 
clamation, previous  to  leaving  Asuncion  to  join  the 
army : — 

'  The  Marshal,  President  of  the  Republic  of   Paraguay, 
and  General-in-Chief  of  her  Armies: 

'  To  THE  Nation. 

'  Citizens !  The  course  of  the  war  inw^hich  our  Fatherland 
is  engaged  against  the  triple  alliance  of  Brazil,  the  Argen- 
tine Confederation,  and  the  Banda  Oriental,  no  longer 
allows  me  to  continue  the  self-sacrifice  of  absenting  my- 
self from  the  seat  of  war  and  from  my  companions  in 
arms,  who  are  in  campaign,  as  the  public  order  and  the 
unanimous  enthusiasm  of  the  nation  permit  me  to  go 
w^here  the  soldier's  duty  calls  me. 

'  I  feel  the  necessity  of  personally  participating  in  the 
fatigues  of  the  brave  and  loyal  defenders  of  our  Father- 
land, and  I  leave  the  public  administration  duly  provided 
for,  in  order  that  it  may  be  properly  attended  to. 

'  On  separating  myself  momentarily  from  the  bosom  of 
the  Fatherland,  I  carry  wdth  me  the  sweet  satisfaction 
that  the  general  administration  of  the  State  wdll  still  be 
carried  on  with  all  the  loyalty,  devotion,  and  patriotism 
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afternoon,  when  she  was  abandoned,  after  an  effort  had 
been  made  with  two  steamers  to  tow  her  off. 

The  '  Tacuari,'  '  Marquez,'  and  '  Salto '  attacked  the 
'  Paranahyba '  at  once,  but  only  the  '  Tacuari '  got  fairly 
alongside,  and  only  the  men  on  her  paddlebox  could  get  on 
board  the  '  Paranahyba,'  as  the  rest  of  the  vessel  was,  of 
course,  distant  from  her.  Two  men  jumped  on  board,  but 
had  to  jump  back  again,  as  the  vessels  were  not  grappled, 
and  did  not  keep  together.  The  '  Salto,'  a  screw  vessel, 
next  got  alongside,  and,  as  the  steamers  passed  each  other, 
thirty  Paraguayans  jumped  on  to  the  *  Paranahyba.' 
These  cut  right  and  left,  and  of  the  Brazilians,  many, 
panic-struck,  jumped  into  the  water,  and  most  of  them  ran 
down  below.  The  Paraguayans  Avere  masters  of  the 
'  Paranahyba '  from  the  stern  to  the  mainmast.  They 
hauled  down  the  Brazilian  flag,  and  steered  the  ship.  At 
the  same  moment,  the  '  Amazonas  '  and  another  came 
up,  and,  firing  grape  on  the  'Paranahyba,'  killed  three- 
iburths  of  the  Parao^uavans  on  board.  The  Brazilian 
crew,  seeing  how  few  were  left,  charged  them,  killing 
three  or  four,  and  the  rest  jumped  into  the  water  and 
swam  ashore.  Two  companies  of  the  9th  Brazilian 
Battalion  Avere  on  board,  and  their  captain  (Ferreira) 
was  killed. 

The  Brazilian  official  report  states  that  there  were 
twenty- eight  wounded  and  twenty  missing  of  the  crew 
of  the  *  Paranahyba,'  the  latter  being  supposed  to  have 
fallen  overboard.  In  this  battle,  whenever  a  Paraguayan 
steamer  got  alongside  a  Brazilian  one,  numbers  of  the 
crew  of  the  latter  jumped  into  the  water — some  of  them 
being  drowned,  and  some  swimming  ashore.  The  latter 
were  all  killed  as  they  landed. 

The  '  Amazonas  '  next  managed  to  run  do"\\Ti  the  ^  Para- 
guari,'  striking  her  in  the  middle,  and  running  her  on  to 
a  bank,  from  whence  she  still   kept  up  her  fire.     The 
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captain  of  tlie  '  Paranahyba,'  in  his  official   report,  also 
claims  to  have  run  her  down. 

The  cannonade  continued  heavily  all  the  time,  as 
likemse  the  musketry.  The  'Belmonte'  had  several 
holes  knocked  in  her  under  her  water-line,  and  was 
filling,  so  that  she  had  to  be  run  ashore  to  prevent  her 
from  going  to  the  bottom.  By  the  time  she  was  aground 
she  was  full  of  water,  nearly  to  the  deck,  and  all  her  am- 
munition and  provisions  were  lost.  The  '  Jejui '  was 
fired  at  where  she  lay  at  anchor,  and  was  sunk.  The 
'  Marquez  de  Olinda '  got  her  boilers  shot  through,  and 
drifted  down  the  stream,  having  many  of  her  crew  scalded 
to  death,  and  nearly  all  of  them  killed  or  wounded.  She 
struck  on  r.  bank  and  remained  there.  Captain  Mesa 
was  mortally  wounded  by  a  rifle-bullet  from  the  tops  of 
one  of  the  Brazilian  steamers,  and  the  command  de- 
volved upon  Captain  Cabral. 

The  '^  Tacuari '  had  a  narrow  escape,  a  68-pounder  shot 
ripping  up  the  clothing  of  her  boiler,  without,  however, 
damaging  it.  The  '^  Ygurei '  got  a  68-pounder  shot  into 
one  of  her  boilers,  but  worked  on  ^^dth  the  other,  being 
scarcely  able  to  move.  The  '  Salto '  also  had  her  boiler 
knocked  to  pieces,  and  almost  all  the  crew  killed  and 
wounded.  She  drifted  on  to  a  bank  near  the  ^  Mar- 
quez.' 

The  four  remaining  Paraguayan  steamers  now  re- 
treated, and  the  Brazilians  did  not  try  to  stop  them. 
The  '  Ygurei '  could  only  go  very  slowly,  and  the 
^  Tacuari '  kept  behind  her  to  protect  her.  She  was 
followed  for  a  few  miles  by  the  '  Amazonas,'  at  a  long 
distance,  the  '  Tacuari '  stopping  now  and  then  to  let  the 
'  Ygurei '  get  on  ahead,  the  '  Amazonas  '  stopping  also. 
Two  of  the  small  gunboats  were  sunk,  and  the  other 
four  took  refuge  in  the  Biachuelo. 

By  this  time  there  were  only  a  dozen  men  left  on  the 
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*  Paraguari' — among  them  Mr.  Gibson,  the  engineer ;  and 
a  Brazilian  steamer  came  alongside,  ordering  him,  as  the 
only  officer  remaining  on  board,  to  haul  down  the  flag, 
or  they  would  fire  on  them.  He  did  so,  and  they  said 
they  would  soon  send  a  boat  for  them.  Before  they 
sent,  however,  the  remainder  of  the  crew  swam  ashore  to 
the  Chaco,  to  save  themselves  from  being  made  priso- 
ners. Part  of  the  crews  of  the  other  destroyed  steamers 
also  went  to  the  Chaco.  The  Brazilians  sent  an  armed 
boat  to  take  off  some  of  these,  but  the  Paraguayans 
killed  her  crew,  and  seized  the  boat. 

The  Brazilian  steamers  were  very  much  damacrecL 
The  '  Paranahyba '  had  thirteen  holes  through  her,  at  or 
near  her  water-line. 

On  the  13th  the  Brazilian  squadron  went  doA^^n  the 
river,  running  the  field- batteries  at  Riachuelo,  for  which 
it  had  great  respect.  The  '  Jequitinhonha '  was  still  in 
front  of  them,  and  had  not  been  revisited;  everything 
was  left  on  board,  excepting  one  AVhitworth  gun,  which 
they  had  thrown  into  the  water  on  abandoning  her.  The 
Brazilian  squadron  anchored  a  little  above  Bella  Vista. 

On  the  following  day,  H.B.M.S.  'Doterel'  passed  down 
the  river,  and  took  on  board  sixteen  men  belonorino^  to 
the  *  Marquez  de  Olinda,'  who  were  found  alone.  Her 
commander  (Robles)  had  been  taken  on  board  the  ^  Ama- 
zonas,'  and  had  his  arm  amputated ;  but  he  tore  off  the 
bandage  and  died,  saying  that  he  preferred  death  to 
being  taken  prisoner.  The  commander  of  the  '  Salto 
Oriental '  (Alcaraz)  was  also  taken,  but,  being  badly 
wounded,  he  soon  died.  The  *  Salto '  and  the  *  Marquez  de 
Olinda  '  disappeared  in  a  few  days  under  the  water. 

The  Brazilians  set  fire  to  the  ^  Paraguari,'  but  as  she 
was  an  iron  vessel,  only  the  interior  work  was  burned, 
and  after  a  few  days  she  was  towed  up  to  Asuncion. 
Her  plates  and  machinery  proved  very  valuable  to  Para- 
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guay,  being  cut  up  and  used  for  iron,  of  which,  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  war,  there  was  a  great  scarcity  in 
Paraguay. 

When  the  Brazilians  left  the  river  free,  the  Para- 
guayans, who  were  in  the  Chaco,  crossed  over,  having 
been,  most  of  them,  three-and-a-half  days  without  food. 

In  this  battle  the  Brazilians  lost  about  300  (killed, 
wounded,  and  missing),  and  the  Paraguayans  about  200. 
Two  of  the  principal  disadvantages  with  Avhich  the 
Paraguayans  had  to  contend  Avere,  that  the  Brazilian 
vessels  were  so  much  higher  than  their  own  that  they 
could  hardly  reach  to  board  them.  They  also  all  had 
boarding-nets  up.  The  Brazilian  vessels,  being  almost 
all  screws,  slipped  away  very  easily  from  the  Para- 
guayans, who  had  no  grappling-irons. 

On  the  day  of  the  battle,  Berges  sent  several  messen- 
gers from  Corrientes  to  give  news  of  it,  but  he  knew 
really  nothing  of  what  was  going  on.  One  of  the  mes- 
sengers brought  the  news  that  two  of  the  Brazilian  ships 
were  taken. 

The  cannonading  was  distinctly  heard  at  Humaita. 
The  following  morning,  before  daylight,  news  was  brought 
by  the  river-guards  that  some  steamers  were  coming, 
but  that  they  did  not  know  whether  they  were  Para- 
guayan or  Brazilian.  Lopez  himself  did  not  know,  and 
all  the  batteries  were  manned.  At  sunrise  a  steamer 
came  in  sight,  towing  another,  which  at  first  was  thought 
to  be  a  Brazilian,  but  turned  out  to  be  the  '  Ybera,'  and 
shortly  afterwards  all  the  remaining  steamers  arrived. 

The  '  Ypora '  looked  as  if  she  had  suffered  most,  having 
had  her  foremast  shot  away  near  the  deck,  and  all  her 
fore-bulwarks  being  gone,  besides  having  her  deck-house 
riddled  Avith  shot.  She  had,  however,  in  reality  suffered 
the  least  of  any.  All  the  steamers  had  their  chimneys 
riddled  Avith  shot,  and  some  holes  in  their  hulls ;  but  the 
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only  serious  damage  done  to  any  of  them  was  the  liole 
in  the  boiler  of  the  '  Ygurei,'  which,  however,  was  re- 
paired in  three  or  four  days.  The  68-pounder  shot  had 
stopped  in  the  boiler,  and  was  lying  on  the  tubes. 

Every  gun  of  the  Paraguayan  squadron  was  dismounted, 
most  of  them  by  the  incessant  firing,  the  remainder  from 
having  been  hit.  The  steamers  which  came  back  had  not 
suffered  much  personal  loss,  the  greatest  on  any  one  being 
twenty-eight  killed  and  wounded.  The  Brazilians  had 
some  150-pounder  and  120-pounder  Whitworth  guns,  but 
none  of  the  steamers  which  returned  had  been  hit  by  those 
guns,  and  we  only  knew  they  had  them  from  the  fact 
that  some  of  the  balls,  which  had  gone  five  or  six  miles 
inland,  were  sent  to  Humaita  by  Berges. 

The  Paraguayans  displayed  great  bravery  in  this  battle, 
fighting  against  immeasurably  suj^erior  ships  and  guns. 
The  Brazilians  themselves  confess  it  was  ^  touch  and  so.' 
They  would  probably  have  taken  the  squadron  had  they 
immediately  gone  alongside  instead  of  running  down  past 
it. 

The  Brazilians  celebrated  this  battle  as  a  great  victory, 
and  the  Emperor  conferred  a  cross  on  Barroso,  the  com- 
mander, and  made  him  Baron  das  Amazonas.  In  any 
other  country  he  vv'ould  have  been  tried  by  court-martial, 
not  only  for  not  attempting  to  stop  the  retreating  Para- 
guayan steamers,  but  also  for  his  rumoured  coAvardice  on 
board  his  own  vessel,  Avhere  he  is  said  to  have  completely 
lost  his  head,  and  the  Correntino  pilot  to  have  been  for 
the  time  the  real  commander  of  the  fleet. 

Tamandare,  who  for  months  had  been  ^  going,'  did  not 
manage  to  get  to  the  fleet,  but  was  nevertheless  compli- 
mented for  the  '  victory.'  He  was  flirting  in  Buenos 
Ayres. 

On  one  occasion,  when  a  Paraguayan  steamer  had 
run  alongside  and  past  a  Brazilian  one,  a  Paraguayan 
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jumped  on  board  the  latter,  and  split  an  officer's  head 
through  to  the  neck  with  his  cutlass,  when,  finding  him- 
self alone,  he  jumped  through  the  opposite  porthole  and 
escaped. 

Captain  Mesa  was  landed  at  Humaita,  and  well  cared 
for ;  but  Lopez  would  not  see  him,  and  if  he  had  not  died 
of  his  wounds,  would  probably  have  had  him  shot. 

A  sailor  was  shot  for  cowardice,  the  evening  the  steamers 
returned  to  Humaita,  having  gone  into  the  hold  during 
action.  Lopez  gave  some  foreigners  to  understand  that 
he  was  very  vexed  it  had  been  reported  to  him,  but  that, 
such  being  the  case,  he  had  no  other  course  to  pursue. 

Two  or  three  days  after  the  battle,  the  people  who  had 
taken  refuge  in  the  Chaco  arrived  at  Humaita,  having  had 
to  walk  all  the  way  (forty  miles),  excepting  just  the  passage 
of  the  Parana.  Among  them  came  Messrs.  Gibson, 
Bagster,  Spivey,  and  another — English  engineers,  the  last 
two  very  badly  scalded.  These  died  in  a  few  days,  and 
Lopez  had  an  English  cemetery  made  at  Humaita,  with  a 
decent  wall  round  it,  and  an  ornamental  gate. 

Mr.  Gibson  was  put  into  prison  for  many  days.  Mr. 
Watts,  chief  engineer  of  the  ^  Tacuari,'  was  made  Knight  of 
the  Order  of  Merit.  He  was  three  years  afterwards  one 
of  the  victims  of  Lopez'  latter  unaccountable  fit  of  blood- 
thirstiness. 

The  news  of  this  battle  was  not  received  in  Buenos  Ay  res 
for  ten  days,  although  it  was  only  a  four  days'  voyage, 
and  salvos,  crackers,  and  rockets  testified  to  the  great 
victory. 

Lopez  decreed  a  medal  to  the  2nd  Regiment  of  Horse 
Artillery,  which  was  the  one  at  Riachuelo,  with  the  in- 
scriptions, *  The  Marshal  President  to  the  2nd  Regiment  of 
Horse  Artillery,'  and  '  Riachuelo,  June  11  and  13,  1865.' 
These  medals  were  designed  and  struck  in  the  country. 

Steamers  were  sent  to  try  and  recover  the  stranded 
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Robles  was  doing,  and  Colonel  Alen,  Robles'  Chief  of 
the  Staff,  was  given  him  by  Lopez  to  be  a  spy  upon  his 
actions. 

It  was  circulated  in  the  Paraguayan  army  that  Kobles 
had  agreed  to  sell  the  army  to  the  enemy,  and  that  it  was 
to  be  done  in  the  following  manner : — July  24  being 
Lopez'  birthday,  of  course  dances  were  given  everywhere, 
and  Robles  was  on  that  evening  to  send  all  his  men  to  the 
dances  without  their  arms.  The  enemy  was  then  quietly 
to  walk  in,  and  take  the  whole  of  them  prisoners. 

Kobles  was  left  for  some  months  in  his  room  at  Humaita, 
and  was  almost  forgotten.  Barrios  stopped  a  short  time 
mth  the  army,  and  then  left  Resquin  in  command.  He 
besran  ag-ain  to  advance,  and  marched  as  far  as  Bella 
Vista,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  place  the  army  con- 
tinued for  about  a  month,  executing  various  marches 
and  countermarches  with  no  apparent  motive.  It  was 
not  molested  by  the  enemy.  General  Paunero  having 
marched  to  the  east  at  the  end  of  July,  and  General 
Caceres  contenting  himself  with  a  few  skirmishes,  which 
were  always  well  fought  on  both  sides. 

In  the  former  march  to  the  south  the  towns  had  been 
respected  to  a  certain  degree,  but  this  time  all  were  com- 
pletely sacked.  The  triumvirate  decreed  all  woollen  and 
cotton  goods  to  be  contraband  of  war,  and  thus  furnished 
the  Paraguayan  steamers  mth  an  excuse  for  taking  to 
Humaita  everything  of  the  kind  they  found.  Immense 
stores  of  wines,  liquors,  and  beer  were  also  taken  to  the 
Humaita  government  stores.  Part  of  these  are  probably 
not  yet  consumed.  Many  presents  of  articles  robbed 
were  sent  to  Lopez,  and  a  new  piano,  found  in  Mr. 
Delfino's  house,  was  sent  as  a  present  to  Mrs.  Lynch. 
People  were  also  much  illused,  and  many  were  murdered 
without  any  cause. 

The  people  of  Goya,  hearing  what  was  taking  place, 
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and  expecting  every  day  that  the  Paraguayans  would 
arrive,  deserted  the  town,  and  went  to  live  on  islands  in  the 
river,  below  the  Brazilian  fleet,  which  was  at  Goya,  and 
which  allowed  the  Paraguayans  to  hold  the  river  above 
that  place,  and  carry  away  the  spoil  in  their  steamers. 
They  would  certainly  again  have  absconded  had  the  Pa- 
raguayans gone  further  south. 

Lopez  had  thrown  the  city  of  Corrientes  into  a  panic 
by  sending  to  Humaita,  in  the  middle  of  July,  some  six 
or  eight  ladies  from  that  place,  being  the  families  of  some 
distinguished  Argentine  officers,  under  the  pretext  that 
they  were  in  correspondence  with  the  enemy.  These  poor 
ladies  were  sent  somewhere  into  the  interior  of  Paraguay, 
and  have  not  since  been  heard  of.  Some  of  them  were 
forced  to  leave  their  children  in  Corrientes. 

On  July  24  a  ball  was  given  in  the  city  of  Corrientes, 
at  which  all  the  ladies  were  obliged  to  assist,  and  they 
made  a  very  good  show  of  pretty  faces  and  dresses. 
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CHAPTER   VIII. 

THE  CAMPAIGN  ON  THE  RIVER  URUGUAY — THE  ALLIES  TAKE  THE 
FIELD — THE  EVACUATION  OF  CORRIENTES  BY  THE  PARAGUAYAN 
ARMY. 

At  the  same  time  that  General  Robles  invaded  Corrientes, 
a  column  of  12,000  men  and  six  guns  marched  across  the 
'  Missions  of  Corrientes '  to  the  Uruguay,  with  the  object 
of  invading  Rio  Grande.  This  column — which  crossed 
the  Parana  at  Encarnacion,  called  also  Itapua — was 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Antonio  Lacu  Esti- 
o-arribia.  He  took  canoes  with  him  in  carts,  for  crossinor 
the  River  Uruguay. 

The  tAvo  armies  of  Robles  and  Estigarribia  were  sepa- 
rated by  the  immense  and  impassable  morass  called 
'  Ybera' — literally, '  shining  lake.'  This  spreads  over  half 
the  province  of  Corrientes,  and  stretches  from  the  banks 
of  the  Parana  to  near  the  south  of  the  province.  The 
two  armies  could  not  communicate.  They  were  two 
hundred  miles  apart,  as  the  crow  flies.  Estigarribia  was 
a  like  distance  from  Encarnacion,  the  nearest  point  to  him 
of  Paraguay,  and  he  was  therefore  totally  isolated,  and 
without  any  b^se  of  operations  whatever.  He  kept  up 
communications  with  Paraguay,  at  first,  by  means  of  mes- 
sengers on  horseback,  who,  through  the  negligence  of  the 
enemy,  were  enabled  to  carry  the  correspondence. 

This  isolation  of  Estigarribia  was  a  fatal  and  unpardon- 
able error,  and  Lopez  paid  for  it  by  the  loss  of  every  man 
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of  that  army.  It  was  a  very  daring  thing  to  put  the  Kiver 
Parana  between  the  army  and  Paraguay,  without  having 
any  fortifications  or  ships  of  war  to  protect  its  return. 
The  Allies,  however,  did  not  profit  by  the  opportunity 
thus  afforded  to  them. 

By  the  time  Estigarribia  reached  the  frontiers  of  the 
province  of  Pio  Grande,  the  Brazilians  had,  in  different 
parts  of  it,  30,000  men,  under  the  command  of  General 
Canavarro  and  the  Baron  de  Yagui.  These,  however, 
took  no  notice  of  Estigarribia,  and  allowed  him  to  sack 
their  towns,  illtreat  their  women,  and  destroy  everything 
before  him,  without  doing  more  than  sending  a  few 
skirmishers  to  watch  him.  If  they  left  the  honour,  lives, 
and  property  of  their  countrymen  and  countrywomen  en- 
tirely out  of  the  question,  and  looked  at  it  in  a  purely 
military  point  of  view,  they  did  right,  as  they  would  have 
had  much  more  trouble  in  fighting  him  than  they  had 
afterwards  in  besieging  and  starving  him  out,  though 
they  had  very  superior  forces.  Strange  to  say,  the  Allies 
knew  nothing  of  this  invasion  by  Estigarribia,  till  they 
got  copies  of  the  Semanario  (Paraguayan  newspaper),  in 
which  it  was  reported. 

The  Allies  were  now  beginning  to  get  their  forces  toge- 
ther. Concordia,  on  the  Uruguay,  was  made  the  rendez- 
vous, and  at  the  beginning  of  June  some  thousands  of 
Brazilians  arrived  and  encamped  there.  General  Mitre, 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  allied  forces,  left  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Aro^entine  Confederation  in  the  hands  of  Don 
Marcos  Paz,  Vice-President,  and  started  for  Concordia 
on  June  17.  A  few  days  afterwards.  General  Flores  ar- 
rived there  with  6,000  men,  half  of  them  Brazilians.  The 
Argentine  troops  were  also  assembling  there  gradually. 
General  Osorio,  commander  of  the  Brazilians,  was  already 
there,  and  the  Brazilian  troops  were  arriving  continually. 

On  July  18,  General  Flores,  who  was  named  ^  General- 
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in- Chief  of  the  Vanguard,'  marched  up  the  right  bank 
of  the  Uruguay  to  meet  the  Paraguayans,  who  were 
advancing  southward. 

Colonel  Estigarribia  and  his  army  advanced,  with  little 
opposition,  as  far  as  opposite  San  Borja,  having  a  vanguard 
of  2,500  men  under  Major  Duarte.  Here  he  crossed  the 
Uruguay,  leaving  Duarte  on  the  right  bank,  and  took 
San  Borja  (June  10),  where  some  show  of  resistance  was 
made  by  Colonel  Payba  wdth  2,000  men.  General  Cana- 
varro,  with  4,000  men,  kept  himself  at  a  prudent  distance, 
and,  on  the  taking  of  San  Borja,  retreated  to  Uruguay- 
ana,  which  place  he  then  began  to  fortify. 

General  Canavarro  was  afterwards  tried  by  court- 
martial,  for  allowing  Estigarribia  to  cross  the  river  almost 
unmolested  ;  as,  with  the  small  means  at  the  disposal  of 
the  latter,  it  was  stated  that  500  men  would  have  been 
quite  sufficient  to  have  prevented  the  passage  of  the 
river. 

Estigarribia  and  Duarte  kept  up  their  communications 
by  means  of  canoes,  of  which  they  took  a  considerable 
number  on  the  Uruguay,  besides  those  that  they  had 
brought  from  Paraguay.  They  marched  down  the  river, 
opposite  and  in  sight  of  each  other,  delaying  a  great  deal 
on  the  road,  and  receiving  one  reinforcement  of  400  men 
from  Paraguay.  On  August  6,  Estigarribia  entered  Uru- 
guayana,  which  General  Canavarro  (who  had  now  8,000 
men,  including  Colonel  Payba's)  had  fortified,  but  which 
he  had  thought  prudent  to  evacuate,  leaving  two  field- 
guns,  and  stores  of  victuals,  for  Estigarribia,  who  settled 
down  there  with  8,000  men.  Duarte  encamped  opposite, 
with  2,500,  at  a  place  called  Yatai.*  These  10,500  men 
w^ere  all  that  remained  of  the  total  force  of  12,400,  the 
remainder  having  gone  back  sick  or  died  on  the  road, 
some  few  having  been  killed  in  the  skirmishes. 

*   Yatai,  the  name  of  a  palm  with  edible  fruit. 
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Duarte's  scouts  now  brought  him  news  of  the  approach 
of  Flores  with  a  large  force,  and  he  sent  to  Estigarribia, 
to  ask  for  reinforcements.  The  reply  was,  that  if  he  was 
afraid,  some  one  else  should  be  sent  to  command  in  his 
stead.  Duarte  also  wrote  to  General  Robles,  telling  him 
of  his  condition.  He  also  mentions  in  this  letter  that  he 
had  orders  from  Lopez  to  kill  all  the  prisoners  he  took. 
The  letter  was  captured  on  the  road  by  General  Paunero, 
who  was  marching  to  incorporate  his  force  with  that  of 
General  Flores. 

On  August  17,  1865,  General  Flores  came  up  to 
Yatai,  having  a  force  of  13,000  men,  and  the  whole  of  the 
Oriental  artillery,  which  consisted  of  four  smoothbore 
6-pounders  and  four  rifled  9-pounders.  He  at  once  sent 
a  summons  to  Duarte  to  surrender,  which  Duarte  refused 
to  do,  saying  that  he  had  no  orders  to  that  eifect  from  the 
Supreme  Government.  Duarte  posted  his  line  behind 
some  houses,  his  rear  being  secured  by  the  River  Uruguay, 
and  awaited  the  assault.  This  was  very  shortly  begun  by 
attacking  columns,  which  received  a  terrible  fire  from 
Duarte's  infantry,  and  were  then  charged  by  his  cavalry, 
which  cut  down  many  men.  The  superiority  of  numbers, 
however,  soon  told,  and  Duarte's  line  was  broken,  and 
thrown  into  complete  disorder.  The  Paraguayans,  however, 
kept  up  a  very  harassing  fire  from  groups  and  from  indi- 
viduals, until  they  were  absolutely  cut  down,  for  they 
would  accept  no  quarter.  Not  a  man  escaped.  Between 
two  and  three  hundred  prisoners  were  taken,  including 
Major  Duarte. 

Officers  of  the  allied  army  wrote  from  the  field  of 
battle  that  the  carnage  had  been  something  frightful,  as 
no  human  power  could  make  the  Paraguayans  surrender, 
and  that  even  single  individuals  would  rather  fight  on, 
with  certain  death  before  them.  The  loss  of  the  Allies 
was  heavy,  amounting  to  about  2,500  killed  and  wounded. 
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The  few  Paraguayans  who  were  taken  prisoners  were 
draughted  into  the  armies  of  the  Allies,  and  had  clothing 
given  them,  the  flimsy  stuffs  they  had  started  with  from 
Paraguay  being  completely  worn-out,  and  the  men  nearly 
naked.  Major  Duarte  was  sent  to  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
had  every  comfort  provided  for  him  by  the  Government. 
The  gracefulness  of  this  conduct  was  greatly  marred  by 
some  of  the  journals  there  harping  upon  the  subject  every 
day,  and  also  upon  the  clothing  which  had  been  given  to 
the  prisoners.  They  were  probably  astonished  at  the 
moderation  of  the  Allies  in  having  left  any  prisoners 
alive,  such  an  event  being  almost  unknown  in  the  annals 
of  South- American  warfare — the  custom  being  to  cut 
prisoners'  throats  after  a  battle. 

The  right  bank  of  the  Uruguay  was  now  completely 
freed  from  the  invaders,  and  the  Allies  turned  their 
thoughts  towards  Estigarribia  at  Uruguayana.  He  had 
witnessed  the  total  defeat  of  Duarte,  and  it  was  supposed 
that  he  would  soon  surrender.  However,  he  lost  no  time 
in  strenp-thenino;  the  fortifications  which  General  Cana- 
varro  had  commenced,  and  he  made  an  abatis  round  the 
place. 

On  August  25,  General  Mitre  marched  from  Concordia 
with  the  rest  of  the  allied  army,  and  crossed  over  to 
Uruguayana.  Admiral  Tamandare  had  four  steam-gun- 
boats there,  which  he  had  been  able  to  pass  over  the 
rapids  by  means  of  a  great  rise  in  the  river. 

Estigarribia  actually  began  to  retreat,  which  would 
have  saved  him ;  but,  probably  thinking  of  what  Lopez 
would  do  to  him  if  he  acted  without  orders,  he  returned 
to  Uruguayana,  and  remained  there. 

The  allied  generals  now  sent  a  note  to  Estigarribia, 
inviting  him  to  surrender,  proposing  that  the  whole  of 
the  garrison  should  have  their  freedom,  even  to  return  at 
once  to  Paraguay,  and  that  they  should  retire  with  all 
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the  honours  of  war.  This  Estigarribia  refused,  in  a  long 
letter.  The  letter  of  the  Allies  was  sent  by  a  Paraguayan 
lieutenant,  who  had  been  taken  at  the  Battle  of  Yatai ;  the 
same  officer  was  sent  back  with  the  answer. 

The  Allies  wrote  again,  in  the  beginning  of  September, 
telling  him  that  they  had  forces  sufficient  to  overwhelm 
him,  and  reinforcements  continually  arriving;  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  a  military  man  to  resist  only  while  there 
was  some  chance  of  success,  and  that,  Lopez  having  left 
him  in  the  lurch;,  it  was  not  necessary  to  fight  any  more 
for  him. 

The  answer  of  Estigarribia  is  rather  long,  but  is  worth 
reading.     It  is  as  follows : — 


'  Vive  the  Republic  of  Paraguay  ! 

'  Camp  at  Uruguayana,  September  5,  1865. 

^The  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Division  in  Operation 
on  the  River  Uruguay,  to  the  Representatives  of  the 
Vanguard  of  the  Allied  Army. 

*  The  undersigned,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Para- 
guayan di^dsion  in  operation  on  the  Piver  Uruguay, 
has  the  honour  to  reply  to  the  note  which  your  Excel- 
lencies addressed  to  him,  on  the  2nd  instant,  proposing  the 
basis  of  an  arrangement. 

'  Before  entering  on  the  principal  part  of  your  Excel- 
lencies' note,  I  may  be  allowed  to  refute,  with  the  decency 
ind  dignity  of  a  soldier  of  honour,  all  those  statements  in 
the  said  note  which  are  injurious  to  the  Supreme  Govern- 
ment of  the  undersigned.  With  the  permission  of  your 
Excellencies,  such  statements  place  that  note  on  the  same 
level  as  the  newspapers  of  Buenos  Ay  res,  which  for  some 
years  have  done  nothing  else,  and  have  had  no  other  object, 


ESTIGARRIBIA  S   LETTER.  91 

than  grossly  and  severely  to  blacken  the  Government  of 
Paraguay,  throwing  out  at  the  same  time  rude  calumnies 
against  the  people,  who  have  replied  to  them  by  honestly 
labouring  for  their  domestic  happiness — their  greatest 
delight  being  in  maintaining  internal  peace,  which  is  the 
fundamental  base  of  the  preponderance  of  a  nation. 

^  As  your  Excellencies  show  so  much  zeal  in  giving  the 
Paraguayan  nation  its  liberty,  according  to  your  OAvn  ex- 
pressions, why  have  you  not  begun  by  freeing  the  un- 
happy negroes  of  Brazil,  who  form  the  greater  part  of  its 
population,  and  who  groan  under  the  hardest  and  most 
terrible  slavery,  to  enrich  and  keep  in  idleness  a  few 
hundreds  of  the  grandees  of  the  Empire  ?  Since  when  has 
a  nation,  which  by  its  own  spontaneous  and  free  mil 
elects  the  Government  which  presides  over  its  destinies, 
been  called  a  nation  of  slaves  ?  Doubtless,  since  Brazil 
has  undertaken  the  affairs  of  the  River  Plate,  with  the 
decided  desire  of  subjugating  and  enslaving  the  sister 
Republics  of  Paraguay,  and  perhaps  even  Paraguay 
itself,  had  it  not  counted  upon  a  patriotic  and  foreseeing 
Government. 

*  Your  Excellencies  will  allow  me  these  dio^ressions, 
since  you  have  provoked  them  by  insulting  the  Govern- 
ment of  my  Fatherland  in  your  note. 

'  I  am  not  of  the  same  opinion  Avith  your  Excellencies, 
that  a  military  man  of  honour,  and  a  true  patriot,  should 
lunit  himself  to  fight  only  when  he  has  a  probability  of 
conquering. 

'  If  your  Excellencies  open  any  history,  you  will  learn, 
from  the  records  of  that  great  book  of  humanity,  that  the 
great  captains,  whom  the  world  still  remembers  with  pride, 
counted  neither  the  number  of  their  enemies,  nor  the 
elements  they  disposed  of,  but  conquered  or  died  in  the 
name  of  their  country.  Recollect  that  Leonidas,  when 
he  was  keeping  the  Pass  of  Thermopylse  with  300  Spar- 
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tans,  would  not  listen  to  the  propositions  of  the  King  of 
Persia ;  and  when  a  soldier  told  him  that  his  enemies  were 
so  numerous  that  their  arrows  darkened  the  sun,  he  an- 
swered, "  So  much  the  better — we  will  fight  in  the  shade." 
Like  the  Spartan  captain,  I  cannot  listen  to  propositions 
made  by  the  enemy  ;  for  I  have  been  sent,  with  my  com- 
panions, to  fight  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  Paraguay,  and 
as  its  soldier,  I  must  answer  your  Excellencies,  when  you 
enumerate  to  me  the  number  of  your  forces,  and  the 
amount  of  artillery  at  your  disposal — "  So  much  the 
better ;  the  smoke  of  the  cannon  shall  be  our  shade." 

'  If  fortune  should  decree  us  a  tomb  in  this  city  of 
Uruguayana,  our  fellow-citizens  will  preserve  the  remem- 
brance of  those  Paraguayans  who  died  fighting  for  the 
cause  of  their  country,  and  who,  while  they  lived,  did  not 
surrender  to  the  enemy  the  sacred  ensign  of  the  liberty 
of  their  nation. 

'  God  preserve  your  Excellencies  many  years  ! 

'  Antonio  Estigarribia.' 

Estigarribia's  letters  were  the  productions  of  a  priest, 
who  accompanied  him  as  chaplain  and  secretary.  Later 
on  in  the  war  the  priests  did  duty  as  secretaries  in  all  the 
divisions  of  the  army. 

The  Emperor  of  Brazil  and  his  son-in-law,  the  Count 
d'Eu,  arrived  in  front  of  Uruguayana  on  September  5,  to 
review  the  troops.  Mr.  Thornton,^  recently  appointed 
H.B.M.'s  Minister  to  Brazil,  arrived  shortly  afterwards, 
to  present  his  credentials  to  the  Emperor. 

Arrangements  were  now  made  by  the  Allies  for  attack- 
ing the  place.  They  had  30,000  men,  and  forty-two  rifled 
guns,  besides  those  on  the  gunboats.  It  was  confidently 
believed,  by  all  the  allied  generals,  that  with  the  artillery 
they  had,  they  could  knock  the  place  down  on  to  Esti- 

*  Mr.  Thornton  is  now  British  ambassador  at  "Washington,  U.S. 
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garribia,  and  kill  every  Paraguayan  in  the  town,  by  bom- 
barding it  for  two  days,  placing  their  guns  out  of  range  of 
those  of  Estigarribia ;  and  it  was  determined,  that  when 
their  guns  were  all  in  position,  they  would  fire  two  or  three 
hundred  shots,  which  were  to  have  the  effect  of  frighten- 
ing him,  .then  stop  the  fire  and  send  word  to  him  to 
surrender,  which  he  would  be  sure  to  do. 

Estigarribia's  provisions  meanwhile  had  got  very  low  ; 
his  army  had  consumed  all  the  bullocks,  and  was  now 
eating  the  horses.  He  sent  all  the  women  out  of  the 
place,  so  as  to  have  fewer  mouths  to  fill,  and  was  getting 
worse  off  every  day.  On  September  13,  he  wTote  to 
Mitre,  telling  him  that  the  conditions  proposed  hitherto 
by  the  allied  generals  were  not  such  as  he  could  accept, 
and  asking  him  to  open  negotiations  anew.  Mitre,  how- 
ever, took  no  notice  of  the  letter,  but  determined  to  get 
everything  ready  for  an  assault,  and  then  to  summon  him 
to  surrender. 

On  the  17th,  Estigarribia  began  to  make  rafts,  with  the 
idea  of  crossing  the  river  on  them  and  in  his  canoes,  and 
thus  escaping,  but  there  was  no  longer  any  time  to  do  so. 
The  operation  would  also  probably  have  failed  if  under- 
taken, as  the  enemy  had  men  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  besides  their  boats  on  it. 

On  September  18,  the  Avhole  of  the  allied  army  took 
up  its  position  ready  for  attack,  and  at  twelve  o'clock  sent 
an  intimation  to  Estigarribia  to  surrender  within  four 
hours.  Estigarribia  answered  by  making  the  following 
proposals  : — 1st.  That  all  the  rank  and  file  should  sur- 
render as  prisoners ;  2nd.  That  all  the  officers  should  be 
allowed  to  keep  their  SAvords,  and  to  go  wherever  they 
liked — even  to  Paraguay ;  and  3rd.  That  the  Orientals 
should  be  prisoners  to  Brazil.  This  last  clause  was  in- 
tended to  save  the  lives  of  a  few  Orientals  who  hac^ 
joined  Estigarribia,  and  who  expected  that  Flores  woula 
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cut  their  throats,  according  to  the  amiable  practice  of  the 
country. 

The  allied  commanders  assembled  in  the  Emperor's 
tent,  and  having  consulted  together,  replied  that  the  first 
and  third  terms  would  be  granted,  but  that  the  officers 
must  give  up  their  swords ;  they  might,  however,  reside 
anywhere  they  pleased,  with  the  exception  of  Paraguay. 
The  whole  affair  was  finished  by  four  o'clock,  and  Esti- 
garribia  delivered  his  sword  to  the  Brazilian  Minister  of 
War,  who  was  there  mth  the  Emperor. 

The  Paraguayans  were  draughted  into  the  allied  armies, 
excepting  a  few  hundreds,  who  were  sent  to  the  different 
countries  of  the  Allies,  to  be  stared  at.  All  their 
muskets,  as  also  those  taken  at  Yatai,  were  flint-locks. 
The  men  were  terribly  thin,  having  for  some  time  had 
nothing  but  a  ration  of  lump-sugar,  of  which  there  had 
been  a  stock  in  the  place.  Only  6,000  of  them  came 
out  alive. 

Estigarribia  had  received  no  communication  from 
Lopez  since  June  11. 

The  Emperor  of  Brazil  gave  all  the  troops  who  had 
been  present  at  Uruguayana  a  medal  for  their  bravery. 

General  Castro,  with  2,000  men,  and  Colonel  Re- 
guera,  with  700,  had  been  despatched,  before  the 
Battle  of  Yatai,  to  the  rear  of  the  Parao-uavans,  with 
orders  to  march  opposite  Encarnacion,  along  the  same 
road  by  which  the  Paraguayans  had  come,  in  order  to 
cut  off*  their  communications,  and  to  reconnoitre,  in  case 
any  reinforcements  should  be  sent  that  way  to  relieve 
Estigarribia.  JS^othing  was  however  attempted,  and  the 
eastern  part  of  Corrientes,  as  well  as  Rio  Grande,  was 
quite  free  from  the  invaders.  On  September  27,  Colonel 
Reguera  met  with  100  Paraguayans,  who  skirmished  with 
him,  and  fought,  hiding  among  the  woods.  At  last  he 
dismounted  his  cavalry,  and  made  them  go  on  foot  into 
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the  woods,  after  the  Paraguayans,  cutting  up  about  thirty 
of  them.  In  his  report,  he  states  that  nothing  would 
induce  them  to  surrender ;  they  all  preferred  death. 

In  the  Paraguayan  army  the  Battle  of  Yatai  was  con- 
sidered of  little  or  no  importance,  except  to  show  the 
Allies  what  sort  of  people  they  were  going  to  war  with, 
and  that  they  would  fight  to  the  death  rather  than  give 
in.  But  the  news  of  the  surrender  of  Estigarribia  fell 
like  a  thunderbolt  upon  Lopez,  though  he  must  have 
known  that  his  division  was  doomed,  cut  off  and  be- 
sieged as  it  was  by  the  whole  of  the  allied  armies, 
either  to  die  to  the  last  man,  or  to  surrender.  On 
receiving  the  news,  Lopez  was  very  savage  with 
Estigarribia.  He  sent  for  all  the  officers  in  garrison  at 
Humaita,  and  told  them  of  it,  saying  that  Estigarribia 
had  sold  the  garrison  for  3,000  doubloons  (10,000/.),  and 
holding  him  up  to  their  execration  as  a  traitor.  This  was 
the  only  reverse  in  the  whole  war  which  affected  Lopez  at 
all,  though  he  did  not  show  it  in  public.  For  three  days 
he  was  so  savage,  that  even  his  son,  on  w^hom  he  doted, 
was  afraid  to  go  near  him. 

There  was  a  demonstration  got  up  by  the  Club  at 
Asuncion,  to  denounce  Estigarribia ;  and  the  Semanario 
was  loud  in  praising  the  grand  strategy  of  Lopez,  and  in 
calling  him  the  Cincinnatus  of  America. 

Lopez  immediately  ordered  the  evacuation  of  Corrien- 
tes  by  the  whole  of  the  Paraguayan  forces.  Berges, 
by  Lopez'  order,  v/rote  to  the  triumvirate,  saying  that  the 
Paraguayan  Government  had  not  met  with  the  support 
in  Corrientes  which  it  had  expected,  the  forces  of  the 
triumvirate  not  even  keeping  open  the  communications  of 
his  armies ;  and  that  therefore  he  had  resolved  to  with- 
draw all  his  forces  into  Paraguay,  where  the  communi- 
cations would  be  free  from  the  accidents  to  which  they 
were  exposed  in  Corrientes,  and  offering  the  hospitality 
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of  Paraguay  to  all  who  chose  to  accept  it,  including  the 
triumvirate. 

He  also  wrote  a  circular  to  the  foreign  diplomatic 
agents,  stating  that  Paraguay  had  carried  on  the  war  in 
Corrientes  in  a  most  ^  civilised '  manner,  avoiding,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  evils  of  war,  and  saying  that  if  any  of  their 
subjects  had  suffer ed'damages,  the  Paraguayan  Govern- 
ment would  settle  them  at  the  end  of  the  war. 

The  Paraguayans  embarked  their  artillery,  which  was 
at  Cuevas,  in  steamers  (the  Brazilian  fleet  being  close  by, 
at  Goya),  and  General  Resquin  deployed  his  army  into 
as  long  a  line  as  possible,  from  the  river  towards  the  east, 
and  marched  northwards,  sweeping  before  him  all  the 
cattle  and  horses,  to  Paso  la  Patria,  where  two  little 
steamers,  mth  some  lighters,  were  waiting  to  pass  them 
over  the  river  into  Paraguay.  The  passage  began  on 
October  31.  Other  steamers  were  employed  in  trans- 
porting troops  from  Corrientes  to  Humaita. 

After  the  Paraguayans  had  evacuated  Cuevas,  and  the 
allied  troops  had  taken  possession,  the  Brazilian  fleet 
ventured  to  go  there,  and  the  same  happened  at  Bella 
Yista  and  at  Corrientes.  This  last  city  had  not  been 
sacked,  nor  its  inhabitants,  in  general,  illtreated ;  but,  of 
course,  the  people  were  delighted  to  be  free  from  Lopez' 
pranks.  Many  Correntinos,  who  had  compromised  them- 
selves -with  the  Paraguayans,  accompanied  them  to  Para- 
guay, taking  their  families  with  them. 

On  the  day  that  the  Paraguayans  began  to  cross  the 
Parana  to  Itapirti,  five  Brazilian  war-steamers  came  nearly 
within  cannon-shot  of  the  little  Paraguayan  steamers. 
People  who  saw  this,  of  course,  gave  up  the  army  as  lost, 
thinking  that  the  Brazilians  would  never  allow  it  to  cross 
the  river,  and  that  it  would  soon  be  overtaken  and  de- 
stroyed by  the  allied  armies.  The  Brazilians,  however, 
contented  themselves  with  seeing  what  was  going  on,  and 
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went  away,  absolutely,  without  firing  a  shot !  They  made 
the  excuse  that  there  was  not  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  for 
their  ships,  which  was  however  false,  for  afterwards, 
when  the  river  was  much  lower,  the  same  ships  were  con- 
tinually coming  and  going.  They  also  said  they  did 
not  know  what  masked  batteries  the  Paraguayans  might 
have  placed,  and  they  would  not  risk  their  vessels. 

By  November  3,  the  Paraguayans  had  passed  their 
last  man  and  gun  over  the  river,  and  about  100,000  head 
of  cattle.  They  also  killed  many  thousands  which  they 
were  not  able  to  pass  over.  The  cattle  brought  from 
Corrientes  were,  however,  of  very  little  use  to  the  Para- 
guayans, as  they  almost  all  died,  either  of  fatigue,  want 
of  food  (there  being  very  little  pasturage  near  Paso  la 
Patria),  or  from  eating  a  poisonous  herb  called  '  mio-mio,' 
which  abounds  in  the  South  of  Paraguay,  and  which  only 
animals  reared  in  the  district  have  the  instinct  to  avoid. 
The  number  of  dead  animals  on  the  ground  about  Itapiru 
and  a  few  leagues  beyond  it  was  terrible  during  some 
months. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

LOPEZ  PREPARES  TO  RECEIVE  THE  ALLIES  IN  PARAGUAY — RECRIMI- 
NATIONS BETWEEN  LOPEZ  AND  MITRE  —  THE  ALLIES  ARRIVE  ON 
THE  CORRIENTES  SIDE  OF  PASO  LA  PATRIA — RAIDS  OF  THE  PARA- 
GUAYANS  ON   CORRIENTES. 

When  Lopez  left  Asuncion,  in  June,  for  Humaita,  he 
gave  out  that  he  was  going  to  take  the  command  of  the 
army  of  Corrientes  in  person,  and  he  was  expected  every 
day  to  start  from  Humaita  for  that  purpose.  Prepara- 
tions and  rumours  to  that  effect  were  continual.  He 
had  two  omnibuses  fitted  up  for  taking  with  him  on 
the  campaign — one  as  a  writing-room,  and  the  other  as 
a  bedroom.  He  was  said  to  be  going  to  march  to  Monte 
Video  and  to  Buenos  Ayres,  and  doubtless  such  was  his 
intention ;  had  he  gone  -with  his  army  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  he  would  have  carried  everything  before  him, 
and  could  have  dictated  his  own  terms  to  those  countries. 
They  had  then  no  army  to  speak  of,  and  the  Paraguayans, 
believing,  as  they  did,  in  his  prowess,  would  have  done 
anything  had  he  commanded  in  person. 

He  probably  had  the  idea,  as  was  said,  of  being  crowned 
Emperor  of  the  River  Plate.  Had  he  marched  as  far  as 
Entre-Rios,  Urquiza  would  perhaps  have  joined  him. 
As  things  had  turned  out,  however,  he  looked  very  small 
to  the  Allies,  who,  since  they  had  taken  the  field,  had  met 
with  every  success.  Lopez  had  lost  all  prestige  as  a  ge- 
neral, from  having  sent  Estigarribia's  column,  without 
any  support,  into  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country.  He 
very  likely  expected  Urquiza  to  help  Estigarribia,  but 
there  was    no   treaty  to   that    effect,   although   Urquiza 
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doubtless  led  Lopez  to  expect  his  aid,  and  agents  were 
continually  coming  and  going  between  them.  The  Para- 
guayan army  was  continually  encouraged  by  being  told 
that  Urquiza  was  on  the  move  to  join  it.  Bolivia  was 
also  stated  to  be  about  making  an  alliance  Avith  Paraguay, 
and  12,000  Bolivians  were  said  to  be  on  the  march  to 
Matto-Grosso.  The  Chilian  press  was  the  only  foreign 
support  which  Lopez  had  at  this  time. 

He  now  sent  an  exploring  party,  and  made  a  path  from 
near  Corumba  to  Santo  Corazon,  in  Bolivia,  through 
a  totally  desert  tract  of  country.  This  was  the  only  road 
to  Bolivia,  and  during  the  whole  of  the  war,  the  Allies 
supposed  Lopez  to  be  receiving  stores  and  ammunition  by 
that  route.  Such  was  not,  however,  the  case,  as  every- 
thing had  to  be  taken  on  mules,  including  provisions  for 
the  journey,  which  took  a  long  time ;  and  there  being  no 
brido-es  or  boats  for  crossins*  the  rivers  on  the  road, 
nothing  could  be  taken  which  might  not  be  passed  over 
a  river  in  a  'pelota.'  This  is  a  kind  of  dish,  formed  by 
tying  up  the  corners  and  turning  up  the  sides  of  a  raw 
hide,  stiff  from  having  been  dried  in  the  sun,  and  capable 
of  floating  on  the  water.  Persons  who  do  not  wish  to  get 
wet  cross  rivers  in  these  vessels,  sitting  very  carefully  in 
the  middle  when  the  ^pelota'is  launched  and  towed  over 
to  the  other  side.  The  road  was  only  used  three  or  four 
times,  and  all  that  was  ever  brought  by  it  was  a  little  sugar 
and  coffee,  which  might  all  be  placed  on  an  armchair. 

Paraguay  never  received,  during  the  whole  war,  sup- 
plies of  any  kind  from  abroad,  excepting  those  taken  in 
INIatto-Grosso  and  in  Corrientes. 

Several  Italian  vessels  were  detained  three  months  at 
Humaita  by  Lopez,  under  the  pretext  that  they  would 
take  news  out  of  the  country.  A  small  English  steamer, 
the  *  Flying  Fish,'  was  also  detained.  Dr.  Barton,  an 
Englishman  who  had  rendered  distinguished  services  for 
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many  years  to  the  Paraguayan  Government,  as  chief 
medical  officer,  was  going  to  England  in  this  steamer,  and 
was  detained  for  a  fortnight  on  board,  at  Humaita,  with 
hardly  anything  to  eat.  The  steamer  was  then  sent  back 
to  Asuncion,  and  bought  by  the  Government.  Dr, 
Barton,  however,  luckily  got  aAvay  in  a  sailing-vessel. 

There  were  now  in  Paraguay  many  refugees,  from 
Monte  Video  and  the  Confederation  ;  among  them  Dr. 
Carreras  (ex-Minister  of  War  of  Monte  Video),  Colonel 
Laguna,  Colonel  Telmo  Lopez*— the  Correntino  trium- 
virate. Most  of  these  refugees  were  men  who  had  gone 
to  offer  Lopez  their  military  services,  which  he  accepted, 
although  he  gave  no  employment  to  any  of  them.  They 
were  afterwards  shot  or  tortured  to  death. 

Lopez  brought  his  brothers,  Benancio  and  Benigno, 
down  to  Humaita,  to  have  them  specially  under  his  eye. 
They  were  both  of  them  in  very  bad  health. 

At  the  end  of  October  I  commenced  a  trigonometrical 
survey  of  the  ground  between  the  Parana  and  Humaita, 
the  probable  future  seat  of  operations.  This  was  the 
first  survey  ever  made  of  the  ground. 

The  army  wdiich  had  returned  from  Corrientes  looked 
terribly  fatigued,  but  all  the  men  were  delighted  to  get 
back  to  Paraguay.  Only  about  14,000  men  returned 
sound,  and  about  5,000  sick.  These  last  had  come  at 
diiferent  times  during  the  whole  of  the  campaign.  About 
8,500  men  had  perished  in  Corrientes,  making  a  loss  of 
21,OuO  men,  including  the  column  of  Estigambia.  In 
Paraguay  some  30,000  men  had  already  died  since  the 
besinninof  of  the  recruitins^,  makiuo^  in  all  some  40,000 
.men  dead,  and  10,000  surrendered,  w^hile  the  war  was 
only  just  beginning.  The  latter  were  chiefly  recruits, 
the  old  soldiers  having  resisted  better.     Ever  since  the 

*  The  name  of  Lopez  is  a  more  common  name  in  South  America  than 
Brown  is  in  England, 
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commencement  of  the  recruiting,  diarrhoea  and  dysenters 
had  made  great  havoc  in  the  ranks.  These  diseases 
were  owing  chiefly  to  the  total  change  of  diet  the  soldiers 
underwent,  and  were  more  or  less  prevalent  and  fatal  all 
through  the  war.  There  were  also  epidemics  of  measles 
and  smallpox,  both  in  Paraguay  and  in  Corrientes,  which 
carried  off  thousands,  leaving  others  in  an  extremely 
attenuated  condition.  For  two  or  three  months  after 
Lopez  got  to  Humaita,  the  hospitals  went  on  very  well, 
as,  though  there  were  hardly  any  drugs,  there  was  plenty 
of  wine  and  suoar  which  had  been  brouo^ht  from  the  towns 
of  Corrientes. 

Lopez  now  talked  of  going  to  Santa  Teresa,  to  form 
Ins  principal  camp  there,  as  it  was  not  known  which  route 
the  Allies  would  choose  for  invading  Paraguay.  At 
Santa  Teresa  he  would  be  halfway  between  Paso  la 
Patria  and  Encarnacion,  the  only  two  places  on  the 
Parana  which  could  be  conveniently  passed  by  an  army. 
The  Allies,  however,  immediately  after  taking  Uruguay  ana, 
began  to  recross  the  Kiver  Uruguay,  and  to  march  in 
several  divisions  towards  Paso  la  Patria,  with  the  view  of 
intercepting  General  Resquin,  who  nevertheless  was  too 
fast  for  them. 

The  Paraguayans  hid  six  fieldpieces  in  the  woods  on 
the  bank  of  the  Paraguay,  about  a  mile  above  its  fall  into 
the  Parana.  Six  pieces  were  left  at  Itapirii,  while  the 
others  which  had  been  brought  from  Corrientes  (about 
60  pieces),  were  taken  to  Paso  la  Patria,  and  there  placed 
in  reserve. 

A  small  battery,  of  one  8-inch  gun,  two  32-pounders, 
and  fourteen  fieldpieces,  was  established  at  Curupayty,* 
with  furnaces  for  heatins:  shot.  These  however  were  never 
used,  as  the  wooden  ships  did  not  come  within  range  of 

*  Curupayty:  curvfjxy,  a  tree,  the  bark  of  which  is  xised  for  tanning; 
ty^  plantation  :  a  plantation  of  '  curupays.' 
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yiie  batteries.  A  stockade  of  piles  was  also  driven  across 
the  river  here,  but  the  piles  were  so  far  apart  as  to  be 
quite  useless  for  stopping  the  navigation. 

On  November  23,  Lopez  addressed  the  following  letter 
to  President  Mitre  : — 

'  Headquarters  at  Humaita,  November  20,  1865. 

*  To  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Argentine 
Republic,  Brigadier- General  Don  Bartolome  Mitre, 
General-in-Chief  of  the  Allied  Army. 

^  I  have  the  honour  to  address  to  you  the  present  com- 
munication, as  General-in-Chief  of  the  allied  armies 
at  war  with  this  Republic. 

'  In  the  imperious  necessity  under  which  nations  and 
their  governments  sometimes  find  themselves,  to  settle  by 
arms  those  questions  which  affect  their  vital  interests, 
war  has  broken  out  between  this  Republic  and  the  States 
whose  armies  your  Excellency  commands-in-chief. 

^  In  these  cases  it  is  the  general  use  and  custom  among 
civilised  nations  to  lessen  the  evils  of  war  by  laws  to  that 
effect,  omitting  those  acts  of  cruelty  and  barbarity 
which,  while  they  dishonour  humanity,  leave  an  indelible 
blot  on  the  commanders  who  order,  authorise,  protect,  or 
tolerate  them,  and  I  had  expected  such  behaviour  from 
your  Excellency  and  your  allies. 

'  In  this  belief,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  these  duties, 
one  of  my  first  cares  was  to  order  that  all  prisoners,  of 
whatever  class  they  be,  should  be  treated  and  main- 
tained according  to  their  ranks,  and  in  effect  they  have 
enjoyed  as  much  comfort  and  liberty  as  their  position  and 
conduct  permitted. 

'  The  Government  of  the  Republic  has  given  the  fullest 
protection,  not  only  to  the  Argentine,  Brazilian,  and 
Oriental  citizens  who  were  in  its  temtory,  or  whom  the 
events  of  the  war  had  placed  in  the  power  of  its  arms. 
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but  it  has  even  extended  this  protection  to  the  prisoners 
of  war. 
.  '  The  strict  discipline  of  the  Paraguayan  armies  in 
Argentine  territory  and  in  Brazilian  towns  is  a  proof  of 
this,  and  even  the  families  and  interests  of  individuals 
who  were  in  arms  against  the  Kepublic,  have  been  re- 
spected and  protected. 

'  Your  Excellency,  however,  began  the  war  with  ex- 
cesses and  atrocities,  such  as  the  imprisonment  of  the 
agent  of  the  Republic  in  Buenos  Ayres,  Felis  Equzquiza; 
the  order  for  the  imprisonment,  and  the  consequent  perse- 
cution, of  Jose  Rufo  C aminos,  consul-general  of  the 
Kepublic  in  the  Argentine  Confederation,  and  of  his  son, 
Jose  Felis,  who  had  to  take  refuge  under  the  friendly 
flag  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty ;  the  sequestration  and 
confiscation  of  the  public  and  private  funds  of  those 
citizens,  whether  in  their  own  poAver,  or  deposited  in 
banks  ;  the  imprisonment  of  Cipriano  Ayala,  a  simple 
bearer  of  despatches  ;  the  violent  removal  of  the  national 
coat-of-arms  from  the  consulate  of  the  Republic,  to  be 
dragged  about  the  streets;  the  public  execution  of  the 
portrait  of  the  President  of  the  Republic,  and  the  subse- 
quent throwing  of  that  portrait,  together  with  the  national 
coat-of-arms,  into  the  River  Parana,  before  the  public,  at 
the  port  of  Rosario ;  the  atrocious  assassination  com- 
mitted by  General  Caceres  in  the  town  of  Saladas,  on 
the  citizen,  Marcelino  Ayala,  who,  having  fallen  wounded 
into  his  hands,  would  not  take  up  arms  against  his  com- 
panions ;  and  the  barbarous  treatment  by  which  the  same 
general  put  an  end  to  the  days  of  the  likewise  wounded 
ensign,  Faustino  Ferreira,  at  Bella  Vista ;  the  barbarous 
cruelty  with  which  the  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Yatai 
were  killed ;  and  the  sending  of  the  Paraguayan  deserter, 
Juan  Gonzalez,  on  the  special  and  positive  commission  of 
assassinating  me.     All  these  have  not  been  sufficient  to 
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make  me  change  my  firm  resolution  not  to  accompany 
your  Excellency  in  such  barbarous  and  atrocious  acts  ; 
nor  did  I  ever  believe  that  new  crimes  could  be  invented, 
to  enrich  the  atrocities  and  infamies  which  have  for  so 
long  been  a  public  scourge,  and  a  dishonour  to  the  per- 
petual intestine  wars  of  the  River  Plate. 

*  I  had  hoped  that,  in  this  first  international  war,  your 
Excellency  would  have  taught  your  subordinates  that 
a  prisoner  of  war  is  still  a  citizen  of  his  country,  and 
a  Christian;  that  when  he  has  surrendered  he  is  no 
longer  an  enemy ;  and  that  the  prisoners  would  be  at 
least  respected  in  their  wretched  condition,  as  the  prison- 
ers of  the  allied  army  fully  are  in  this  Republic.  But, 
with  extreme  pain,  I  have  had  to  renounce  these  hopes, 
having  received  information  of  still  more  illegal,  atrocious, 
and  infamous  actions,  which  are  committed  on  the  Para- 
guayans, who  have  had  the  fatal  misfortune  to  fall  as 
prisoners  into  the  power  of  the  allied  army. 

*  Your  Excellency  has  compelled  the  prisoners  taken 
in  different  engagements,  especially  those  taken  at  Yatai, 
and  those  who  surrendered  at  Uruguayana,  to  take  up 
arms  against  their  country,  augmenting  A^ath  their  persons 
the  effective  force  of  your  army  by  thousands,  rendering 
them  traitors  in  order  to  deprive  them  of  their  rights  as 
citizens,  and  to  take  away  the  most  remote  hope  of  their 
ever  returning  to  their  country  and  families,  whether  by 
an  exchange  of  prisoners  or  by  any  other  transaction  ; 
and  those  who  have  refused  to  assist  in  destroying  their 
country  have  been  cruelly  immolated. 

'  Those  who  have  not  shared  this  horrible  fate,  have 
been  used  for  no  less  inhuman  and  repugnant  ends — the 
greater  part  of  them  having  been  taken  and  reduced  to 
slavery  in  Brazil ;  and  those  who,  from  the  colour  of  their 
skin,  were  even  less  suitable  for  sale,  have  been  sent  to 
the  Banda  Oriental,  and  to  the  Argentine  provinces,  as 
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presents,  as  beings  curious  to  look  upon,  and  subject  to 
servitude. 

^  This  contempt,  not  only  of  the  laws  of  war,  but  of 
humanity;  this  barbarous  and  infamous  coercion,  whicli 
places  the  Paraguayan  prisoners  between  the  alternative 
of  suffering  death  or  of  becoming  traitors  or  slaves,  is  the 
first  example  I  know  in  the  history  of  war ;  and  it  is  upon 
your  Excellency,  upon  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  and  upon 
the  actual  Governor  of  the  Oriental  Republic,  3^our 
allies,  that  the  stain  of  inventing  and  executing  such 
wickedness  will  fall. 

'  The  Paraguayan  Government  has  not  provoked  these 
atrocities  by  any  of  its  acts,  either  before  or  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war.  The  Argentine,  Brazilian, 
and  Oriental  citizens  have  had  full  liberty  to  retire  with 
their  property  from  the  Republic,  and  from  the  Argentine 
territory  which  w^as  occupied  by  its  forces,  or  to  remain 
there  as  it  suited  them  best. 

*  In  this,  my  Government  respected  the  international 
agreements  made  for  a  case  of  war,  without  taking  into 
consideration  that  those  treaties  had  expired,  only  viewing 
their  principles  as  being  of  permanent  interest,  humane, 
and  accordino;  to  the  national  honour.  It  also  never 
forgot  its  own  dignity,  nor  the  consideration  which  it 
owes  to  every  Government  and  to  its  chief,  althongh,  in 
actual  war,  so  far  as  to  tolerate  insults  to  the  emblem  of 
the  country  of  any  of  the  Allies,  or  the  execution  of  your 
Excellency  or  of  your  allies,  in  effigy  ;  and  much  less 
could  I  imitate  your  Excellency,  by  employing,  as  a 
means  of  war,  any  Argentine,  Oriental,  or  Brazilian 
deserter,  to  assassinate  you  in  your  camp.  Public  opinion 
and  history  will  judge  these  acts  severely. 

'  The  Allies,  therefore,  are  not  carrying  on  war  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  and  customs  of  civilized  nations,  but 
are  making  it  a  war  of  extermination  and  horrors,  autho- 
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rising  and  using  the  atrocious  means  I  have  denounced, 
which  public  opinion  will  ahvays  stamp  as  infamous. 

'  Your  Excellency  and  your  allies  having  carried  on 
the  Avar  as  shown,  I  shall,  in  defence  of  my  rights,  and  in 
virtue  of  the  obligation  I  am  under,  as  Supreme  Com- 
mander of  the  armies  of  the  Republic,  do  all  in  my 
power  to  make  your  Excellency  cease  these  acts,  which 
my  own  dignity  prevents  me  from  allowing  to  continue ; 
and  to  that  end  I  invite  your  Excellency,  in  the  name  of 
humanity,  and  of  the  honour  of  the  Allies,  to  lay  those 
barbarities  aside,  and  to  place  the  Paraguayan  prisoners 
of  war  in  the  proper  enjoyment  of  their  rights  as  prison- 
ers, whether  they  be  in  arms,  in  slavery  in  Brazil,  or 
reduced  to  servitude  in  the  Argentine  and  Oriental  Re- 
publics ;  and  not  to  continue  any  act  of  atrocity — warning 
your  Excellency,  that  if  no  answer  is  returned  to  this,  and 
if  the  prisoners  are  still  kept  in  arms  against  their  country, 
either  scattered  in  the  allied  army,  or  in  separate  corps ; 
or  should  the  Paraguayan  flag  appear  in  your  Excel- 
lency's ranks,  or  any  new  atrocity  be  committed  on  the 
prisoners,  I  shall  no  longer  consider  myself  bound  by  any 
consideration,  and,  although  with  repugnance,  shall  make 
the  Argentine,  Brazilian,  and  Oriental  citizens,  whether 
prisoners  of  war  or  not,  existing  in  the  territory  of  the 
Republic,  or  in  any  territory  which  its  army  may  occupy, 
answerable  with  their  persons,  proj^erty,  and  lives,  to 
the  most  vigorous  reprisals. 

*  I  await  your  Excellency's  reply  within  the  peremp- 
tory term  of  thirty  days,  during  which  time  it  will  be 
delivered  at  Paso  la  Patria. 

'  God  preserve  your  Excellency  many  years  ! 

'  Francisco  Solano  Lopez.' 

The  following  answer  was  returned  by  President  Mitre 
after  a  few  days  : — 


MITRES    REPLY    TO    LOPEZ.  107 

'Headquarters  near  Bella  Vista,  Nov.  25,  1865. 
'  To  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Pa- 
raguay, Marshal  Francisco  Solano  Lopez. 

'  I  have  received  the  note  which  your  Excellency 
addressed  to  me,  as  General-in-Chief  of  the  allied  army, 
from  your  headquarters  at  Humaita,  dated  the  20th  inst., 
in  which,  after  referring  to  acts  supposed  to  be  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  war,  perpetrated  by  the  allied  armies  on 
the  Paraguayans  taken  prisoners  at  Yatai  and  at  the  sur- 
render of  Uruguayana,  as  also  to  other  events  which 
your  Excellency  names,  you  invite  me  to  observe  those 
laAvs,  intimating  your  intention  to  make  reprisals  should 
this  not  be  done. 

'  Having  perused  the  said  note  of  your  Excellency,  I 
am  bound  to  reply,  that  the  charges  your  Excellency 
makes  in  it,  of  want  of  humanity  and  self-respect  on 
the  part  of  the  allied  armies  against  the  Paraguayans 
who  have  surrendered  to  the  force  of  their  arms,  are, 
some  of  them  totally  false,  and  others  misrepresented. 
This  is  perhaps  due  to  impassioned  and  false  information 
given  to  your  Excellency,  and  it  is  a  pity  that  a  moment 
of  reflection  has  not  shown  you  the  falseness  of  those 
reports. 

'  The  Government  of  my  country,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  Empire  of  Brazil  and  of  the  Oriental  Pepublic,  being- 
placed  under  the  imperative  duty  of  arising  to  defend 
their  honour,  their  dignity,  and  the  integrity  of  their 
territory,  wilfully  attacked  by  your  Excellency,  in  a 
manner  unusual  among  civilised  nations;  their  fortifica- 
tions and  steamers  of  Avar  being  assaulted  in  time  of 
peace,  without  any  previous  declaration  of  war,  which 
gives  these  aggressions  a  piratical  character ;  and  being 
obliged  to  go  to  the  rescue  of,  and  to  save  from  death, 
and  from  the  most  barbarous  depredations,  the  lives  and 
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property  of  their  respective  nations,  both  in  the  imperial 
provinces  of  Matto-Grosso  and  Rio  Grrande,  and  in  this 
Argentine  province  of  Corrientes,  they  have  endeavoured 
to  subject  themselves  strictly  to  the  laws  of  international 
war.     And  this  they  have  done,  not  only  from  duty  and 
from  a  sense  of  honour,  but  also  because,  having  wit- 
nessed, with  indignation  and  repugnance,  the  violence  and 
crimes    of   every  kind   which    your  Excellency's    forces 
have  committed  in  the  towns  and  in  other  parts  of  the 
Brazilian  and  Argentine  territory,  which  unfortunately 
they  occupied,  though  only  for  a  short  time,*  they  would 
not  commit  the  crimes  which  they  reproached,  nor  could, 
nor  would,  show  before  the  civilised  and  Christian  world 
any  other  example  than  that  which  they  are  accustomed 
to  give  with  their  armies,  which  have  the  noble  mission 
of  vindicating  the  national  honour,  and  not  that  of  sacking 
defenceless  towns  and  private  property,  as  your  Excel- 
lency's  forces    did   the   whole   time   they   continued   in 
Argentine  and  Brazilian  territory,  on  both  sides  of  the 
Uruguay,  as  far  as  Uruguayana  and  Paso  de  los  Libres, 
leaving  those  towns  and  the  neighbouring  country  com- 
pletely  devastated ;    a   great  part  of  the  robbed  booty 
having  been  sent  to  Paraguay  and  placed  at  your  Ex- 
cellency's disposal,  by  your  own  order,  as  appears  from 
the  book  containing    copies  of  the  communications   ad- 
dressed  to    your    Excellency    by    Colonel    Estigarribia, 
commander  of  those   Paraguayan  forces,  which  book  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  Brazilian  Government ;  while 
the    army  Avhich  your  Excellency  sent  forth   upon  this 
province  of  Corrientes,  and  which  reached  the  Pass  of 
the    Santa    Lucia,   has   committed    even  more   atrocious 
acts,  taking    by  force    all  the  cattle   from  thousands  of 
farms,  setting  fire  to  the  houses,  and  leaving  thousands 

*  It  was  believed,  in  the  Eiver  Plate,  that  the  Brazilians  had  reconquered 
Matto-Grosso,  which,  however,  they  never  did. 
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of  families  without  roof  or  shelter  in  the  midst  of  the 
wasted  country ;  and  carrying  its  inhumanity,  or  rather 
that  of  your  Excellency,  whose  order  was  invoked  to 
that  eiFect,  to  the  length  of  turning  from  their  houses 
and  carrying  captive  to  Paraguay,  the  innocent  wives 
and  helpless  children  of  patriotic  and  valiant  officers 
belonging  to  the  Argentine  army,  who  had  remained  in 
places  occupied  by  your  Excellency's  forces,  expecting 
that  you  would  observe  those  rules  which  you  now  invoke 
in  favour  of  the  Paraguayan  prisoners — thus  giving  a 
right  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  him  who  has  ignored  them, 
as  your  Excellency  has  done,  even  towards  women  and 
children.  All  these  acts,  which  are  of  public  notoriety, 
will  be  eternally  ignominious  to  him  who  has  ordered, 
authorised,  or  consented  to  them ;  and  your  Excellency 
will  consequently  have  to  answer,  not  only  to  the  Allies 
who  are  now  waging  war  against  you,  but  also  to  the 
whole  world,  which  has  been  unanimous  in  a  cry  of 
execration  against  them. 

'  The  combats  ha\ing  terminated  favourably  for  the  Al- 
lies, the  wounded  and  the  prisoners  were  the  first  received 
and  treated  in  the  hospitals  of  the  army,  being  placed  on 
the  same  footing  with  those  belonging  to  the  allied  army  ; 
and  they  were  even  more  particularly  taken  care  of,  from 
the  compassion  and  sympathy  which  they  naturally  in- 
spired, as  much  from  their  nakedness  and  want,  as  because 
they  could  be  only  looked  upon  as  unhappy  victims  of  an 
ill-advised  Governor,  who  sent  them  to  die  in  an  unjust  and 
groundless  war,  begun  by  a  capriciovis  and  arbitrary  will. 
Far,  therefore,  from  forcing  the  prisoners  to  join  the  ranks 
of  the  allied  armies,  or  from  treating  them  with  rigour, 
they  have  all  been  treated,  not  only  with  humanity,  but 
with  benevolence — many  having  been  placed  completely  at 
liberty,  many  others  having  been  sent  to  the  towns,  and 
part  destined  to  passive  service  in  the  allied  armies,  espe- 
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ciallj  in  the  hospitals  in  which  their  own  companions  were 
being  treated.  It  is  true  that  many  of  them  have  entered 
the  ranks  of  the  allied  armies,  but  it  has  been  by  their  own 
free  ^Yi\l  and  because  they  desired  it,  which  favour  could 
not  be  denied  them,  when  their  countrymen  who  were  re- 
fugees in  the  territory  of  the  allied  nations  had  sponta- 
neously requested  to  be  armed,  and  it  had  been  conceded 
to  them. 

'  These  are  the  principal  charges  which  your  Excel- 
lency's note  contains.  What  has  been  said  is  sufficient, 
not  only  to  refute  them,  but  to  throw  upon  the  real  author 
the  immense  responsibility  of  the  barbarous  deeds  which 
have  been  committed  in  this  war.  I  might  do  the  same 
with  the  isolated  facts  which  your  Excellency  mentions, 
but  some  are  so  notoriously  false,  and  others  inexact,  that 
it  would  be  useless  to  refute  them,  especially  as  we  are  in 
open  war,  and  the  question  has  to  be  decided  by  arms. 
Your  Excellency  understands  perfectly  that  this  is  not  the 
moment  for  recruninations,  into  which  I  should  have  to 
enter  did  I  reply  to  the  other  charges  of  your  Excellency. 
I  will  wind  up  by  saying  that  I  cannot  comprehend  how 
your  Excellency  has  been  able  to  believe  the  story  of  the 
deserter  Juan  Gonzalez,  if  such  a  deserter  ever  existed  ; 
and  it  is  a  pity,  for  the  very  honour  of  the  post  in  which 
your  Excellency  has  placed  yourself  in  that  Republic, 
that,  in  a  serious  note,  and  under  your  signature,  you 
should  have  confessed  to  a  fear  of  a  dagger,  directed  by 
the  hand  of  an  Argentine  General.  I  declare  to  your 
Excellency  that  I  do  not  believe  you  capable  of  aiming  at 
my  life,  or  at  the  life  of  any  of  the  other  Generals  of  the 
allied  armies,  because,  ha^dng  been  always  accustomed  to 
do  this  honour  to  the  commanders  of  the  enemies  whom  I 
have  had  to  combat,  I  am  forced  to  do  the  same  honour  to 
your  Excellency. 

'  In  consequence  of  what  has  been  said,  and  to  prevent 
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any  outrages  your  Excellency  may  be  inclined  to  commit, 
of  which  the  spirit  of  the  note  I  am  answering  gives  me  a 
presentiment,  I  formally  declare  to  your  Excellency,  as 
General  of  the  allied  armies,  that  your  Excellency  will  be 
held  personally  responsible,  and  will  be  subjected  to  those 
very  laws  which  you  invoke  and  establish,  for  any  act 
which  your  Excellency,  or  any  authorities  under  you,  may 
commit,  in  violation  of  those  recognised  principles  which 
to  civilised  nations  are  laws,  against  the  lives  and  property 
of  any  Argentines,  Brazilians,  or  Orientals  whom  your 
Excellency  may  have  got  into  your  power  by  chance  or 
by  treason,  and  not  in  open  and  fair  fight,  in  which  your 
Excellency  has  not  yet  had  the  good  fortune  to  take  a 
single  soldier  prisoner. 

*  If,  notwithstanding  this,  your  Excellency  should  em- 
ploy means  contrary  to  those  recognised  in  warfare,  your 
Excellency  will  have  deliberately  placed  yourself  beyond 
the  pale  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  and  will  authorise  the 
Allies  to  proceed  as  your  Excellency  insinuates,  as  then 
your  deliberate  desire  to  increase  the  cruelty  of  the  evils 
of  war  will  be  manifest,  which  evils  the  allied  nations  have 
endeavoured  to  diminish  as  far  as  possible.  They  have  de- 
termined to  continue  this  course  of  action,  being  firmly 
and  calmly  resolved  not  to  lay  down  their  arms  until  they 
have  obtained  full  and  complete  reparation  for  their 
grievances,  trusting  their  vindication,  under  Providence,  to 
the  force  of  arms,  and  not  to  ignoble  and  cowardly  ven- 
geance, exercised  upon  defenceless  men  and  innocent  wo- 
men and  children. 

'  Such  is  the  only  answer  I  can  offer  to  your  Excellency, 
saving  any  resolutions  which  may  be  taken  in  view  of 
your  Excellency's  note,  by  the  Governments  of  the  Triple 
Alliance,  to  whom,  this  day,  I  send  copies  of  it  and  of  this 
answer.     God  preserve  your  Excellency  ! 

*  Bartolome  Mitre.' 
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The  letter  written  by  Lopez  was  sent  by  the  '  Ph^abebe,' 
a  steam  yacht,  carrying  one  small  gun,  under  a  flag  of 
truce.  As  soon  as  she  came  in  sight  of  the  Brazilian  fleet, 
which  was  at  Corrientes,  the  latter  made  great  prepara- 
tions for  a  battle,  and  three  steamers  were  despatched  to 
reconnoitre,  the  '  Ivahy  '  being  the  senior  and  taking  the 
lead.  All  the  guns  were  loaded,  and  the  men  at  their 
quarters.  The  ^  Pirabebe  '  meanwhile  had  run  on  a  sand- 
bank and  stuck  fast.  The  Admiral  (Barroso)  was  now 
coming  up,  '  to  seek  for  danger,'  as  he  said,  on  board  the 
'  Ygurci.'*  Notwithstanding  the  flag  of  truce  carried  by 
the  Paraguayan  steamer,  the  '  Ivahy '  sent  a  boat's  crew 
and  an  oflficer  on  board  her  to  bring  off  her  captain  pri- 
soner. The  officer,  however,  only  '  invited  '  the  captain  of 
the  '  Pirabebe  '  to  go  with  him,  which  he  did ;  and  when 
he  got  on  board  the  ^  Ivahy,'  the  commander  embraced 
him,  thinking  he  had  come  to  deliver  up  his  ship.  He 
told  the  commander  of  the  *  Ivahy '  that  he  had  despatches 
which  he  wished  to  deliver  in  person  to  Barroso,  and  he 
was  taken  down  in  a  boat,  and  met  Barroso  coming  up. 

The  Brazilians  sent  and  took  all  the  crew  of  the  ^  Pira- 
bebe '  on  to  their  own  vessels  as  prisoners ;  a  Brazilian 
officer  hauled  down,  trod  and  spat  upon  the  Paraguayan 
flag  of  the  '  Pirabebe' ;  and  everything  was  taken  from 
her,  even  to  the  engineers'  clothes.  The  '  Pirabebe  '  was 
then  towed  ofl"  by  the  Brazilian  steamers  and  taken  to 
Corrientes,  where  her  crew  were  again  put  in  possession 
of  her,  but  she  was  still  kept  prisoner.  Next  day,  how- 
ever, she  was  allowed  to  go. 

Mitre's  answer  was  taken  in  a  rowing-boat  to  Paso  la 
Patria.  He  is  stated  to  have  been  very  angry  at  the  ac- 
cusations against  him. 

Lopez  published  both  letters  in  the  Semanario. 

*  Not  the  Paraguayan  •  Ygurei.'     The  Brazilians  hfrd  a  steamer  of  the 
same  name. 
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Three  clays  before  Lopez  sent  his  letter  to  Mitre, 
threatening  to  make  reprisals,  he  anticipated  them,  bring- 
ing down  in  irons  to  Humaita  all  the  resident  subjects  of 
the  allied  nations,  and  throwing  them  into  prison.  The 
irons  of  most  of  them  were  soon  taken  off,  but  they  were 
kept  under  arrest,  and  allowed  no  communication  with  any 
one  during  the  whole  war.  They  were  subsequently 
exposed  to  the  continued  bombardment  by  the  ironclads 
of  Humaita,  and  finally  all,  excepting  one,  who  by  a  mere 
chance  escaped,  were  shot  or  tortured  to  death. 

Lopez  went  from  Humaita  to  Paso  la  Patria,  and  took 
the  command  of  the  army  in  person,  on  November  25, 
1865. 

All  the  troops  in  the  Republic  were  now  brought  to 
swell  the  ranks  of  the  army  at  Paso.  Humaita  was  left 
with  little  more  than  the  artillerymen  in  the  batteries.  A 
few  squadrons  of  cavalry  were  left  at  different  frontier 
points  for  observation.  Kecruiting  was  again  carried  on 
with  great  vigour.  Altogether  Lopez  scraped  up  an  army 
of  30,000  men.  Of  the  old  troops  the  cavalry  were  by 
far  the  most  numerous,  and  he  converted  several  thousands 
into  infantry.  Horses  were  collected  from  the  whole 
country.  Private  people's  and  women's  horses'^  were  all 
taken,  and  so  he  got  horses  to  mount  his  cavalry.  He  also 
brought  more  fieldpieces  from  Humaita,  &c.,  making  up 
about  a  hundred  pieces  at  Paso  la  Patria. 

General  Robles,  who  had  been  kept  a  close  prisoner, 
was  brought,  with  his  aide-de-camp,  to  Paso.  Half  the 
commanding-officers  in  the  camp  were  also  thrown  into 
irons,  it  was  not  known  why.  A  long  secret  trial  ended 
in  the  condemnation  of  all  of  them  to  death,  and  havins: 
had  priests  sent  to  absolve  them,  and  to  administer  the  ex- 
treme unction,  they  were  taken  out — Robles  on  his  horse, 

*  On  accoiint  of  the  grea*"  d'stntiffs  to  be  travelled  in  Paraguay,  everj'one 
hud  horses  :  these  only  graze:!,  and  cost  nothing  to  keep. 
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and  the  rest  in  carts — to  a  place  where  the  whole  army  was 
drawn  up  to  form  three  sides  of  a  square ;  and  the  sentence 
having  been  read,  Greneral  Robles,  with  some  of  his  aides- 
de-camp,  Colonel  Martinez  (who  had  commanded  the 
garrison  of  Corrientes  on  May  25,  when  General  Paunero 
made  a  descent  on  that  city),  and  a  few  others  were  shot, 
the  rest  being  pardoned  by  Lopez. 

Many  of  the  Paraguayans  who  had  been  taken  pri- 
soners at  Uruguajana  began  to  come  back,  in  parties  of 
from  two  to  a  dozen,  smmming  across  the  River  Parana. 
Flores  shot  some  whom  he  cauo^ht  as  deserters.  These 
men  were  at  first  looked  upon  with  suspicion  by  Lopez, 
and  encamped  apart ;  they  were  afterwards  draughted  into 
the  different  corps. 

Lopez  Avas  continually  in  great  fear  of  being  assassinated, 
and  at  night  had  a  double  cordon  of  sentinels  round  his 
house.  This  was  afterwards  increased  to  a  treble  one. 
During  the  daytime  these  were  removed,  and  the  guard 
was  kept  under  an  open  roef  next  door  to  Lopez.  People 
who  wished  to  see  him  had  to  wait  under  this  same  roof. 
One  evening  I  was  waiting  there  to  see  Lopez,  as  were  also 
several  other  officers,  and  a  seri^eant  of  the  o-uard  entered 
into  conversation  with  me.  After  a  short  time  there  was 
a  great  stir,  officers  going  in  and  out  of  Lopez'  room,  the 
.Q-uard  relieved,  and  the  other  officers  who  were  waitinfr 
all  arrested.  One  of  Lopez'  aides-de-camp  came  and  said 
to  me,  ^  His  Excellency  sends  "v^ord  to  you  to  write  do^vn 
all  the  conversation  you  have  had  with  the  sergeant  of  the 
guard,  and  to  bring  it  to-morrow  morning.'  I  went  away, 
not  expecting  to  be  able  to  remember  a  twentieth  part  of 
the  silly  talk  of  the  sergeant ;  but  as  things  looked  serious, 
I  tried,  and  probably  remembered  it  all.  It  filled  a  whole 
sheet  of  paper,  and  was  all  of  it  somcAvhat  in  this  style  : — • 
'  The  sergeant  asked  me  if  Queen  Victoria  always  wore 
her  crown  when  she  went  out  to  walk.'     '^  The  sergeant 
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asked  me  if  I  should  wear  the  Paraguayan  uniform  when 
I  went  to  England.'  It  was  sealed  up  and  taken  next 
morning  to  Lopez,  about  7  A.M.  He  wfis  not  yet  up,  but 
the  sergeant  was  already  shot,  and  all  the  soldiers  of  the 
guard  had  received  a  hundred  lashes  each.  A  few  months 
afterwards  I  heard  that  the  sergeant  had  been  convicted 
of  conspiring,  w^ith  two  men  who  had  just  returned 
from  Uruguayana,  to  murder  the  President,  and  that  the 
two  men  had  been  found  that  night  in  the  yard  of  Lopez' 
house.  The  sergeant's  manner  that  evening  was  certainly 
not  that  of  a  conspirator.  Lopez  never  said  a  word  about 
it  to  me,  nor  acknowledged  receipt  of  the  written  conver- 
sation, probably  feeling  ashamed  to  do  so. 

A  Correntino  girl,  who  had  come  over  with  the  army 
from  Corrientes,  tried  to  go  away  one  day  into  the  country, 
but  was  caught,  and  received  sixty  lashes  in  public  on  her 
bare  flesh,  which  w^as  considered  a  very  good  joke. 

Two  deserters  from  the  allied  army,  who  had  crossed 
the  Parana  a  few  leagues  above  Paso  la  Patria,  were 
taken  there.  One  of  them  complained  of  feeling  ill,  and 
Dr.  Stew^art,  the  surgeon-major,  was  sent  to  see  him. 
The  symptoms  were  not  yet  declared,  but  Dr.  Stewart 
suspected  what  was  the  matter,  and  advised  General 
Barrios  to  have  him  kept  apart  from  the  army.  This 
w^as  not  attended  to,  and  at  last  smallpox  broke  out  on 
him.  Dr.  Stewart  was  called  to  task  by  Lopez  for  not 
having  sent  the  man  aw^ay.  He  stated  that  he  had  ad- 
vised General  Barrios  to  do  so  ;  this  Barrios,  who  was 
present,  denied.  Lopez,  however,  must  have  believed  Dr. 
StcAvart,  for  he  said  no  more  about  it.  He  generally  be- 
lieved what  Englishmen  told  hhn,  as  they  did  not  deceive 
him.  These  two  deserters  were  now  flogged  till  they 
would  say  that  they  had  been  sent  by  President  Mitre  to 
introduce  smallpox  into  the  country,  and  they  were 
then  flogged  to  death. 

I  2 
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While  Lopez  was  at  Paso  la  Patria,  he  went  to  church 
every  Sunday,  being  followed  by  all  the  officers  in  the 
army  who  were  not  on  duty.  He  chose  a  particular 
march  which  some  of  the  bands  played,  to  be  kept  for 
himself,  and  this  was  only  and  always  played  when  he 
left  his  house,  and  when  he  left  the  church.  Some  of  the 
Paraguayan  bands  of  music  played  beautifully.  After 
mass  he  used  to  address  the  soldiers,  who  crowded  round 
him  for  that  purpose,  telling  them  they  were  certain  to 
beat  the  '  blacks,'  as  the  Allies  were  indiscriminately  called, 
and  always  mixing  in  a  little  chaff,  which  pleased  the 
soldiers  more  than  anything.  He  also  addressed  the 
officers,  but  to  them  his  speech  usually  took  the  form  of 
a  reprimand  for  not  looking  after  and  teaching  their  men. 

Large  fields  of  Indian-corn  were  cultivated  at  Paso  la 
Patria  by  the  troops.  In  a  very  few  days  the  whole  army 
built  itself  huts.  These  the  Paraguayans  knocked  up  in 
no  time  wherever  they  stopped.  They  were  made  by  cut- 
ting four  young  trees  (just  above  the  fork,  which  is  left 
on  the  trunk)  to  the  height  of  the  eaves,  and  tv/o  also  with 
the  forks  left  on,  to  the  heis^ht  of  the  ridg-e.  These  are 
stuck  in  the  ground,  and  three  poles  placed  on  the  forks ; 
the  rafters,  also  cut  roughly  from  the  woods,  are  placed 
on  these  poles,  and  lashed  to  them  with  moistened  hide- 
thongs.  The  roof  and  sides  are  then  thatched  Avith  dry 
grass,  or  covered  with  raw  hides,  and  the  hut  is  complete. 

An  Italian  war-steamer  made  two  trips  to  Humaita  to 
try  to  get  away  some  Italian  subjects.  The  French 
minister,  M.  Vernouillet,  also  went  up  in  the  '  Decidee,' 
and  afterwards  went  round  in  his  steamer  to  Paso  la  Patria 
and  paid  Lopez  a  visit.  He  and  the  captain  of  the 
'  Decidee  '  were  decorated  with  the  National  Order  of 
Merit.  The  '  Decidee '  took  away  some  treasure  from 
Paso  la  Patria. 

On  one  of  the  first  days  in  December,  Lopez  took  a 
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ride  to  Itaplru,  and  seeing  a  few  Correntinos  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river,  he  had  a  12-pounder  rifled  gun  fired  at 
them,  but  though  the  shot  went  near,  it  did  not  hit  them. 
He  then  sent  four  canoes  with  twelve  men  each  to  the  otlier 
side.  These,  after  exchanging  a  few  shots,  landed,  and 
having  driven  the  Correntinos  away,  returned.  One 
Paraguayan  was  killed.  Lopez  was  very  much  amused 
with  this,  and  next  day  sent  another  expedition ;  and  as 
the  enemy  did  not  destroy  it,  he  sent  one  every  day  or 
two,  numbering  from  one  to  two  hundred  men.  These 
used  to  cross  the  Parana  in  full  sight  of  the  enemy,  stand- 
ing up  to  paddle  their  canoes,  as  they  always  did ;  they 
then  used  to  land  and  drive  the  enemy  half  a  mile  inland, 
fighting  all  the  while,  and  go  back  after  a  few  hours, 
takino^  their  killed  and  wounded  with  them.  This  went 
on  for  more  than  three  months,  the  Brazilian  fleet  being 
all  the  time  within  hearing  of  the  musketry,  and  not  at- 
tempting to  interfere,  saying  that  their  fleet  was  not  yet 
complete,  and  that  they  would  run  no  risks,  not  knowing 
what  guns  and  batteries  the  Paraguayans  might  have. 
Tamandare,  the  admiral,  had  never  joined  the  fleet,  but 
vras  still  flirting  in  Buenos  Ayres,  and  talking  of  what  he 
was  going  to  do,  promising  to  spend  March  25  (a 
Brazilian  civic  feast)  in  Asuncion.  People  at  last  got  so 
much  out  of  patience  with  him,  that  had  he  not  gone  they 
would  probably  have  stoned  him.  Accordingly,  he  joined 
the  fleet  at  Corrientes  on  February  26,  and  publicly 
pledged  his  word  to  enter  Asuncion  on  March  25,  come 
what  would. 

The  most  serious  of  these  raids  was  on  January  31, 
when  400  men  went  over  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ViveroSjthen  a  lieutenant.  This  number  of 
men  was  made  up,  as  always,  not  from  one  battalion,  but 
of  a  feAv  men  from  almost  every  battalion  in  the  army. 
Whenever  they  started,  they  did  so  in  the  highest  spirits. 
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dancing  along,  and  accompanied  by  the  women  and  by  a 
band  of  music  to  the  riverside.  Mrs.  Lynch  generally 
went  to  see  them  off,  and  gave  them  cigars,  &c. 

On  this  occasion  they  arrived  at  Corrales,  the  landing- 
place  on  the  Correntino  side  of  Paso  la  Patria,  at  two 
o'clock,  and  were  immediately  engaged  with  the  vanguard 
of  tlie  Allies.  These  400  Paraguayans  were  absolutely 
fighting  with  7,200  of  the  allied  troops,  who  yet  did  not 
dare  to  press  them  hard.  After  four  hours'  fighting  (by 
some  strange  mismanagement  the  Buenos  Ay  res  National 
Guards  had  only  three  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man), 
the  Paraguayans  retired  to  the  river  where  their  canoes 
were,  and  passed  the  night  there,  receiving  a  reinforce- 
ment of  400  men  in  the  night,  and  after  a  little  more 
fighting  in  the  morning,  returned  to  Paso  la  Patria.  It 
appears  incredible  that  the  Allies  should  have  permitted 
these  men  always  to  return  instead  of  cutting  them  off. 
This  fight  cost  the  Allies  fifty  officers  (four  of  them  full 
colonels)  and  900  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  Para- 
guayans lost  170  killed  and  wounded.  Lopez  gave  a 
cross  to  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  had  been  in  the 
battle — silver  for  the  officers,  and  copper  for  the  soldiers. 

These  expeditions  into  the  allied  camp,  w^here  there 
were  more  than  50,000  men,  were  a  great  disgrace  to  the 
Allies  and  to  their  fleet,  which  ought  to  have  prevented 
the  river-traffic  of  the  Paraguayans.  These  had  a  picket 
of  two  canoes  at  Paranami,  one  of  which  went  every  even- 
ing to  reconnoitre  the  fleet,  which  was  at  Corrieutes,  and 
which  did  not  make  one  reconnaissance  all  this  time. 

On  the  night  of  February  9,  there  was  a  panic  in  the 
fleet,  occasioned  by  two  canoes  getting  loose,  and  a  few 
loo-s  of  wood  floatinoj  down  the  river  at  the  same  time. 
The  Brazilians  thought  that  an  attack  was  meditated, 
and  beat  to  quarters,  firing  right  and  left. 

After  the  afl'air  at  Corrales,  people  in  Corrientes  did 
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not  feel  very  safe  from  another  Paraguayan  invasion ;  and 
on  the  night  of  February  19,  there  was  a  false  alarm  all 
over  the  allied  camp,  and  a  panic,  the  Paraguayans  beino- 
reported  to  have  crossed  the  river,  to  have  surrounded 
the  Allies,  and  to  be  about  to  attack  them  in  the  morning. 
The  fleet  was  ordered  to  reconnoitre  next  day,  but  did 
not  get  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  River  Paraguay,  and 
returned,  reporting  all  quiet.  On  that  very  day,  three 
Paraguayan  steamers,  the  '  Ygurei,'  '  Gualeguay,'  and 
'  25  de  Mayo,'  sailed  round  from  Humaita  to  Paso  la 
Patria,  where  they  took  1,000  men  on  board,  and  went 
up  the  Parana  to  Itati,  a  village  of  Corrientes,  eight 
leagues  above  Paso  la  Patria,  where  the  Oriental  army, 
5,000  strong,  under  the  command  of  General  Suarez,  was 
encamped.  This  officer  thought  prudence  the  better  part 
of  valour,  and  left  with  his  army,  retreating  to  a  distance 
of  eight  miles,  and  leaving  his  camp  and  the  village  to  be 
sacked,  the  Paraguayans  crying  after  him,  '  Where  are 
the  heroes  of  Yatai?'  He  left  in  such  a  hurry,  that  all 
his  papers  were  taken,  and  his  own  gold  watch  and  chain 
were  the  booty  of  an  Italian  who  followed  the  Paraguayan 
army.  A  few  head  of  cattle  and  some  horses  were  taken  ; 
also  some  sugar,  flour,  wines,  and  spirits,  which,  after  the 
expeditionary  forces  had  regaled  themselves,  were  taken 
to  Paso  la  Patria.  The  Oriental  camp  was  burned  to 
the  ground,  and  so  was  the  village  of  Itati. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  the  ^Ygurei'  and  the  ^25  de 
Mayo '  went  back  to  Humaita,  the  '  Gualeguay '  staying 
in  the  Parana. 

.  The  excursions  to  Corrales  still  continued,  the  Para- 
guayans always  bringing  back  some  trophy.  Once  a 
negro  sergeant  brought  nine  allied  soldiers'  heads  in  a 
bag,  and  took  them  to  Lopez'  house,  piling  them  up  at 
his  door.  Lopez  sent  them  to  the  house  of  the  Chief  of 
the  Staff,  where  they  were   piled  up  for   public  view, 
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almost  everyone  going  to  see  them.  The  sergeant  was 
promoted  to  be  an  ensign  (the  only  black  officer  in  the 
Paraguayan  army),  but  Lopez  sent  him  into  every  fight 
afterwards  till  he  was  killed,  and  thus  got  rid  of  the  black 
officer. 

Another  time,  a  wounded  prisoner  was  brought,  but 
dying  on  the  road,  his  body  was  flung  on  the  ground  near 
the  cemetery  and  left  there,  never  being  buried  at  all. 

The  'Gualeguay'  made  frequent  trips  down  the  Parana, 
to  reconnoitre  the  Brazilian  fleet ;  and  on  one  occasion, 
when  General  Hornos  (Argentine)  was  at  Corrales 
bathing  with  his  staff,  she  passed  about  300  yards  from 
him,  treating  him  to  three  rounds  of  grape. 

The  Argentine  Government  had  some  trouble  to  get 
recruits  for  their  army,  even  from  the  beginning,  from 
their  north-western  provinces.  They  made  conscriptions  ; 
but  some  of  the  contino-ents  mutinied  on  the  road  and  dis- 
banded,  and  being  again  collected  did  the  same  thing  over 
again.  At  last  they  sent  the  recruits  in  chained  gangs  to 
Rosario,  where  they  were  embarked  and  sent  to  the  army. 
There  is  an  official  letter  from  one  of  the  provincial 
governors,  accompanying  a  remittance  of  recruits,  in 
which  he  states  the  number  sent,  and  requests  that  the 
irons  should  be  returned,  in  order  to  send  more. 

The  criminals  were  taken  from  all  the  prisons  in  the 
Confederation,  and  sent  to  the  army. 


121 


CHAPTER   X. 

THE     ALLIES     INVADE     PARAGUAY — PRELIMINARY    OPERATIONS — THE 
BATTLE    OF    THE   BANK — EVACUATION    OF   PASO   LA   PATRIA. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  allied  army,  consisting  of 
50,000  men  and  100  guns,  was  encamped  near  Corrales, 
ready  to  cross  the  River  Parana ;  but  a  Brazilian  division 
of  12,000  men  and  eighteen  rifled  guns,  under  the  Baron 
Porto  Alegre,  had  marched  from  Rio  Grande  to  Cande- 
laria,  with  the  intention  of  crossing  there,  and  of  making 
their  way  into  the  heart  of  Paraguay. 

To  meet  this  latter  force,  Lopez  sent  Colonel  (then 
Major)  Nunez,  with  3,000  men  and  twelve  guns,  to  En- 
carnacion.  Porto  Alegre  afterwards  altered  his  plans, 
and  marched  down  the  coast  of  the  Parana,  in  order  to 
cross  a  few  leagues  above  Paso  la  Patria,  and  take  Lopez 
on  the  flank,  while  Mitre  attacked  him  in  front.  This 
was  likewise  given  up,  and  Porto  Alegre,  with  his  army, 
eventually  landed  at  Paso  la  Patria. 

On  March  21,  1866,  the  allied  fleet  steamed  up  from 
Corrientes,  and  anchored  in  Ime  of  battle,  from  Corrales 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Paraguay.  It  consisted  of  eighteen 
steam-gunboats,  carrying  from  six  to  eight  guns  each; 
and  four  ironclads,  three  of  which  had  high  square  case- 
mates, and  one  (the  '  Bahia ')  was  a  monitor,  with  a 
revolving  turret,  carrying  two  150-pounder  Whitworth 
guns.     In  all,  these  ships  carried  125  guns. 

At  the  same  time  two  of  the  steamers,  and  the  ironclad 
'  Tamandare,'  proceeded  further  up  the  river,  to  explore 
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it  as  far  as  Itati.  The  ^  Tamandare '  got  aground,  but 
was  towed  off  by  tlie  others,  and  they  then  returned  and 
joined  the  fleet. 

Itapiru,*  which  the  AlKes  dignified  with  the  name  of 
fortress,  and  which  they  considered  it  necessary  to  raze  to 
the  ground  before  attempting  to  cross  the  river,  was  an 
old  battery,  built  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Lopez  I., 
on  a  small  mound  of  sand,  which  projected  into  the 
River  Parana,  and  which  had  for  its  base  a  heap  of  volcanic 
rocks.  It  was  revetted  with  brickwork,  and  one  of  its 
sides  had  fallen  down.  It  was  armed  with  one  12-pounder 
rifled  field-gun.  Its  greatest  interior  diameter  was  thirty 
yards,  and  it  stood  about  twenty  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  river.  Had  it  been  armed  with  heavy  rifled  artillery, 
it  might  have  been  of  some  use ;  but,  as  it  was,  it  only 
served  as  a  bugbear  to  the  Allies. 

The  River  Parana  was  deep  everywhere,  excepting 
in  one  place,  opposite  the  Carayaf  island,  in  the  northern 
channel,  where  there  were  only  twelve  feet  of  water; 
Lopez  had  two  large  canoes  filled  with  stones,  and  sunk 
there,  in  order  to  stop  up  that  inner  channel.  In  this 
channel  there  were  two  flat-bottomed  gunboats,  each 
carrying  one  8-inch  gun,  and  also  the  steamer  ^  Guale- 
guay,'  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Lopez,  carrying  two 
12-pounder  guns.  On  the  22nd,  this  steamer  towed  out 
one  of  the  gunboats,  and  took  it  half  a  mile  below  Itapiru, 
leaving  it  close  to  the  shore.  The  gunboat  then  opened 
fire  on  the  fleet,  putting  four  balls  into  the  Admiral's 
vessel.  Three  ironclads  then  went  and  surrounded  the 
gunboat,  keeping  up  an  incessant  fire  on  it.  The  gunboat, 
however,  made  excellent  practice,  always  hitting  her 
mark,  and  killino;  and  woundino;  a  few  men.  At  last  the 
ironclads  came  within  100  yards  of  her,  and  her  crew 

*  Itapiru.     ltd,  stone ;  piru,  dry :  dry  stone, 
t   Caraya,  monkey. 
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then  jumped  out  and  went  into  the  woods,  leaving  their 
boat,  which  was  aground.  The  Brazilians  now  sent  three 
boats  to  fetch  the  gunboat ;  but,  just  as  they  reached  her, 
100  infantry,  who  w^ere  hidden  and  parapeted  in  the 
woods,  fired  on  them  and  knocked  over  half  of  the  boats' 
crews,  when  the  remainder  made  off  as  fast  as  they  could. 
The  ironclads  continued  their  fire,  and  at  last  blew  up  the 
gunboat's  powder-magazine,  after  which  they  retired. 
The  Paraguayan  gun  was  not  injured,  and  was  re- 
covered out  of  the  water ;  the  boat  itself  was  rendered 
useless. 

On  the  27th  the  other  gunboat  was  towed  down  to  the 
same  place,  and  opened  fire  on  the  fleet.  Three  ironclads 
again  came  and  surrounded  it,  keeping  up  a  heavy  fire, 
which  was  returned  by  the  gunboat.  This  time  the 
Paraguayans  kept  their  cartridges  on  land,  to  prevent 
their  being  blown  up,  and  a  man  was  continually  employed 
carrying  them.  Most  of  the  balls  (68-pounders)  which 
struck  the  ironclads,  flew  into  pieces  against  their  plates, 
though  some  penetrated  them.  One  ball  struck  the 
*  Tamandare '  at  the  edge  of  her  porthole,  and,  flying 
into  pieces,  entered,  killing  and  wounding  almost  every- 
one in  the  casemate  of  the  ship.  Her  first  and  second 
commanders,  three  other  officers,  and  eighteen  sailors 
were  killed,  and  fifteen  wounded.  This  happened  just  as 
it  was  g-etting  dark,  and  the  '  Tamandare '  went  away. 
The  other  two  kept  up  their  fire  till  9  p.m.,  both  on  the 
gunboat  and  on  Itapiru,  which,  with  its  12-pounder,  w^as 
also  firing  on  them,  though  without  any  effect.  The 
infantry  in  the  woods  kept  up  a  good  fire,  which  was  con- 
tinually returned  both  by  musketry  and  grape.  At  9 
the  ironclads  retired,  having  done  no  damage  beyond 
wounding  one  or  two  men  in  the  woods.  Next  day,  at 
noon,  the  gunboat  again  opened  fire,  and  the  four  iron- 
clads, and  four  wooden  steamers,  came  up  and  engaged 
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with  her.  One  h'onclacl,  the  ^  Barroso,'  got  four  holes 
through  her  plates,  and  all  of  them  were  more  or  less 
damaired.  The  ^  Barroso '  also  orot  one  of  her  Whitworth 
120-pounder  guns  shot  in  two.  This  time,  however,  the 
Paraguayan  gun  was  struck,  and  cut  in  two,  just  as  the 
gunner  was  going  to  pull  the  lanyard ;  strange  to  say, 
however,  no  one  on  board  v/as  hurt. 

On  the  night  of  the  29th,  the  Paraguayans  were  bring- 
ing from  Humaita  an  empty  gunboat  for  the  gun  which 
had  been  recovered  from  the  Avater.  They  towed  it  with 
a  canoe,  down  the  Paraguay  and  up  the  Parana,  but  were 
seen  by  the  Brazilians  (it  was  a  moonlight  night),  who 
immediately  opened  fire  and  steamed  up.  The  crew 
escaped  into  the  woods,  and  the  Brazilians  towed  away 
the  empty  gunboat  and  canoe. 

These  gunboats  frequently  engaged  singly  the  Avhole 
of  the  fleet.  They  were  difficult  to  hit  from  a  long  dis- 
tance, as  they  had  barely  more  than  the  muzzle  of  their 
gun  above  the  water. 

For  the  personal  amusement  of  Lopez — who,  with 
some  first-rate  telescopes  on  his  table,  used  to  sit  in  his 
corridor  at  Paso  la  Patria,  whence  he  could  see  every- 
thing— the  steamer  ^  Gualeguay '  went  out  every  after- 
noon to  the  point  of  the  island  opposite  Itapiru,  and 
defied  the  allied  fleet,  firing  her  12-pounders,  which  were 
answered  by  the  whole  fleet,  with  every  kind  of  projec- 
tile, from  a  6 8 -pounder  to  a  150-pounder.  These  used 
to  fall  around  her  like  hail,  throwing  up  immense  water- 
spouts into  the  air.  She  used  to  retire  a  little  before 
sunset.  She  did  this  every  day  for  three  weeks,  without 
being  hit,  except  by  one  ball,  which  j^assed  through  her 
funnel. 

When  the  Allies  were  not  occupied  with  the  '  Guale- 
guay,' or  the  gunboats,  they  bombarded  Itapiru,  but  did 
no  harm,  as  there  was  nothing  to  damas^e.     The  ground 
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all  around  it  was  quite  ploughed  up  by  their  shot.  They 
2:)laced  twelve  rifled  12-pounders  and  a  battery  of  13-incli 
mortars  at  Corrales,  with  which  also  they  bombarded  Ita- 
pirii,  and  several  times  cut  down  the  flagstaff,  which  was 
immediately  replaced.  They  amused  themselve  likewise 
by  firing  with  Whitworth's  150-pounders  at  people  going 
along  the  Itapiru  road,  which  was  exposed  to  view ;  and 
they  sometimes  fired  towards  Paso  la  Patria,  which,  how- 
ever, they  did  not  reach. 

Opposite  to  Itapiru  there  was  a  newly-formed  round 
sandbank,  which,  in  the  previous  November,  had  been 
perfectly  bare,  but  which  now  had  long  grass  upon  it. 
It  was  within  easy  rifle-range  from  Itapiru.  On  the  night 
of  April  5,  the  Brazilians  occupied  this  bank,  making 
trenches  and  batteries.  They  mounted  eight  guns  on  it, 
and  garrisoned  it  with  2,000  men,  who  during  the  day- 
time were  hidden  from  view  in  the  trenches.  From  this 
bank  they  kept  up  a  fire  of  rifles  and  guns  on  Itapiru, 
without  any  result. 

On  April  10,  the  Paraguayans  attacked  it.  General 
(then  Lieutenant-Colonel)  Diaz  directed  the  attack  from 
Itapiru,  where  he  remained  with  a  reserve  of  400  men, 
having  sent  two  divisions,  each  of  400  men,  in  canoes, 
which  arrived  at  the  bank  at  4  a.m.  It  was  a  pitch-dark 
night,  and  they  were  not  perceived  until  they  landed. 
After  delivering  one  volley,  the  Paraguayans  charged, 
taking  part  of  the  trenches,  and  being  driven  out  of  them 
again,  repeatedly.  The  Brazilian  artillery  kept  up  a  ter- 
rible fire  of  canister,  which  killed  many  Paraguayans. 
Among  these  there  were  200  dismounted  cavalrymen, 
armed  with  naked  swords,  a  favourite  weapon  of  theirs, 
and  these  did  great  execution.  The  artillery  was  taken 
and  retaken  several  times.  As  soon  as  the  noise  of  the 
firing  was  heard,  five  gunboats  and  three  ironclads  sur- 
rounded the  island,  and  numerous   reinforcements  were 
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sent  to  the  garrison.  At  last  the  Paraguayans  were 
nearly  all  hors  de  combat,  and  those  who  could  move  went 
to  their  canoes  and  pushed  oiF,  hardly  a  sound  man  being 
left ;  those  who  were  wounded  in  the  legs  sat  down  and 
paddled,  and  those  who  had  still  one  arm  paddled  with  it. 
Day  had  already  broken,  and  the  Paraguayans  had  to 
stem  a  strong  current,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  grape  and 
canister,  at  close  quarters  with  the  Brazilian  vessels ; 
some  fifteen  canoes,  however,  got  back,  loaded  with  men. 

The  Paraguayans  lost  fourteen  oflScers  killed  and 
seven  Avounded.  Three  hundred  wounded  soldiers  re- 
turned ;  but  500,  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  remained 
on  the  bank.  Among  the  prisoners  was  Lieutenant 
Romero,  commander  of  one  of  the  divisions,  and,  in  con- 
sequence, his  wife  was  forced  to  write  a  letter  to  the 
editor  of  the  Semanario,  disowning  him  as  a  traitor. 

The  Brazilians  lost  about  1,000  killed  and  wounded. 
The  fire  of  their  own  steamers,  as  usual,  had  killed  a 
great  many  of  them.  Six  Brazilian  soldiers  were  after- 
wards shot  for  cowardice. 

The  day  after  the  bank  was  first  occupied  by  the  Bra- 
zilians, Lopez  had  an  8-inch  gun  mounted  at  Itapiru,  and 
again  another  in  a  few  days. 

While  the  commander  of  the  bank  was  writing  the  re- 
port of  the  action,  another  colonel  and  another  officer 
being  close  by,  a  GS-joounder  shot  from  Itapiru  killed 
them  all  three.  The  same  day,  a  steam-launch,  the  '  Fide- 
lis,'  was  sunk  by  a  shot,  and  the  ^  Enrique  Martinez,'  a 
Brazilian  steamer,  received  two  shots  through  her,  below 
the  water-line,  and  was  obliged  to  run  aground  to  save 
herself  from  sinking.  A  brass  rifled  32-pounder,  on  the 
bank,  was  also  shot  in  two  by  the  Paraguayans. 

It  was  quite  unnecessary  for  the  Allies  to  occupy  the 
bank,  but  it  was  madness  in  Lopez  to  send  his  men  there, 
with  no  object,  to  certain  death.     The  bank  could  have 
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been  of  no  use  to  him,  had  he  taken  it,  nor  could  it,  in 
the  hands  of  the  Allies,  annoy  him. 

On  April  6,  General  Hornos,  with  three  steamers,  went 
up  the  Parana,  to  examine  a  landing-place  opposite  Itati,^ 
whence  he  drove  away  a  guard  of  twelve  men.  While 
he  was  there,  Lopez  sent  Major  Godoy,  with  six  field- 
pieces  and  200  men,  in  canoes,  to  the  island  of  Caraya, 
to  wait  for  him  as  he  came  back,  when,  to  the  great  sur- 
prise of  the  three  steamers,  they  were  fired  into  from  the 
woods  by  artillery  and  infantry.  When  they  had  passed, 
Godoy  returned  with  his  forces  to  Paso  la  Patria. 

The  effect  of  the  j^revious  daily  raids  on  Corrientes, 
and  of  the  engagements  of  the  '  Gualeguay  '  and  the  gun- 
boats, had  been  to  raise  the  confidence  of  the  Paraguay- 
ans, and  to  give  them  full  expectations  of  conquering  the 
Allies. 

The  Allies  were  now  ready  to  effect  the  passage  of  the 
river.  They  had  150  canoes  and  thirty  floating  piers,  be- 
sides thirty  transport  steamers,  and  in  a  single  trip  they 
could  land  15,000  men.  The  form  and  also  the  lowness  of 
the  angle  of  ground  between  the  Paraguay  and  the  Parana, 
at  their  junction,  were  very  favourable  to  the  Allies  for 
crossing,  as  they  could  sweep  it  all  with  the  guns  of  their 
fleet,  from  either  or  both  of  the  rivers  at  the  same  time, 
leaving  free  the  very  angle  itself,  for  disembarking  and 
forming  their  troops ;  and,  in  case  the  landing  should  be 
contested,  a  more  favourable  spot  could  hardly  be  ima- 
gined. AYhen  they  crossed  the  river,  however,  thev 
placed  no  gunboats  in  the  River  Paraguay,  as  they  should 
have  done,  to  protect  the  landing  of  their  troops,  but  only 
ranged  their  steamers  in  line  of  battle  along  the  Parana, 
from  Itapiru  to  the  mouth  of  the  Paraguay. 

From  the  point  of  junction  of  the  Pi  vers  Paraguay 

*  Itati.     Ita,  stone  ;  ti  (nasal),  uhito  :   white  stone. 
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and  Parana,  to  Curupayty  one  Avay,  and  for  very  many 
leagues  the  other  way,  the  banks  of  the  river,  for  a  width  of 
from  one  to  three  miles,  are  all  what  is  called  Carrizal — 
i.  e.,  land  intersected  by  deep  lagoons  and  deep  mud,  and 
between  the  lagoons  either  an  impassable  jungle  or  long 
intertwined  grass  three  yards  high,  equally  impenetrable. 
When  the  river  is  high,  the  whole  '  carrizal ',  with  very  few 
small  exceptions,  is  under  water,  and  when  the  river  is 
low,  and  the  mud  has  had  time  to  dry,  paths  may  be  made 
between  the  lagoons.  The  only  permanent  road  was  from 
Paso  la  Patria  along  the  edge  of  the  river  to  Itapiru  and 
Paranami,  and,  when  the  river  is  high,  this  is  also  under 
water.  Two  lagoons  cross  this  road  and  fall  into  the 
river,  having  generally  to  be  crossed  in  canoes,  the  horses 
SAvimming  close  to  them.  These  are  called  the  Yuqueri 
and  the  Pasope.  Lopez  had  bridges  made  over  them  for 
withdrawing  his  artillery  from  Itapiru.  Xo  other  road 
could  be  made,  on  account  of  the  numerous  and  deep 
lagoons.  Going  from  Itapiru  to  Paso  la  Patria,  a  mile 
before  reaching  the  latter  place,  there  is  a  large  open  piece 
of  flat  low  ground,  which  stretches  from  the  river  to  the 
village  of  Paso  la  Patria.  This  is  crossed  by  the  stream 
Caraya,  which  is  over  six  feet  deep,  and  has  to  be  passed 
by  a  bridge. 

Paso  la  Patria  is  a  little  village  standing  on  the  edge 
of  the  terra  firma,  from  thirty  to  forty  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  '  carrizal ',  and  rising  from  it  everywhere  by 
a  steep  bank,  the  top  of  which  is  the  general  level  of  the 
country  outside.  Along  the  edge  of  this  bank,  at  Paso 
la  Patria,  I  planned  a  trench,  which,  however,  dipped 
into  the  low  ground  opposite  Lopez'  own  house,  as  he 
would  not  have  it  interfered  with.  The  trench  was  made 
eleven  feet  mde  and  six  feet  deep,  and  it  followed  the 
general  form  of  the  crest  of  the  bank,  having  various 
small  redans  for  flankins:  the  curtains,  and  for  obtainino^  a 
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fire  over  the  whole  accessible  front.  Its  right  rested  on  the 
Laguna  Sirena,  and  its  left  on  the  Laguna  Panambi."^ 
It  was  defended  by  thirty  field-guns,  as  well  as  by  the 
infantry,  and  was  altogether  a  strong  position,  as  it  could 
not  be  flanked  on  account  of  the  '  carrizal,'  and  the  ground 
in  front  was  open  for  a  mile,  and  crossed  by  the  Caraya 
stream,  which  had  been  made  still  deeper  by  means  of  a 
dam  placed  near  its  fall  into  the  Parana. 

Along  the  road  from  Paso  la  Patria  to  Itapiru,  Lopez 
had  encamped  4,000  men,  to  harass  the  Allies  on  their 
landing.  They  were  hidden  in  the  woods,  and  dug  holes 
in  the  ground  to  put  their-cooking  fires  in,  covering  them 
with  a  few  leaves  upon  some  boughs,  Avhich  they  placed 
about  a  yard  above  the  ground.  The  smoke  was  thus 
disseminated,  and  not  visible  to  the  enemy. 

On  April  16,  1866,  General  Osorio,  the  bravest  of  the 
Brazilian  officers,  went  about  half-a-mile  up  the  Piver 
Paraguay  with  10,000  men,  and  landed,  entrenching 
himself  immediately.  Afterwards  10,000  Argentines 
landed  on  the  same  spot.  The  first  to  set  foot  on  shore 
were  700  of  the  Paraguayans  who  had  been  taken 
prisoners  at  Uruguay  ana. 

The  Paraguayans  immediately  attacked  them,  but  were, 
of  course,  driven  back  ;  they  kept  up  a  skirmish,  however, 
all  day.  Osorio  was  made  Baron  do  Herbal,  for  having 
been  the  first  to  cross  the  river. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  Lopez  went  with  his  staff" 
some  2,000  yards  toAvards  Itapiru ;  two  prisoners  were 
brought  with  their  arms  tied  behind  them,  and  he  ordered 
them  to  be  released.  They  were  questioned,  but  knew  no- 
thing of  the  number  of  the  Allies'  forces.  On  the  same  day 
the  artillery  was  withdrawn  from  Itapiru,  excepting  the  two 
8-inch  guns,  which  were  too  heavy,  and  had  to  be  buried; 
these  were  afterwards  found  by  the  Allies.     On  the  18th 

*  ranamhi.  butterfly. 
K 
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the  Allies  took  possession  of  Itapim,  and  General  Mitre 
crossed  the  river  and  established  himself  there.  He  went 
on  a  reconnaissance  with  Generals  Flores  and  Osorio, 
and  Avas  fired  at  bj  a  Paraguayan  guard  on  the  road, 
but  his  escort  soon  came  to  the  rescue. 

The  passage  of  the  Allies  continued  for  more  than  a 
fortnight,  before  they  had  finished  transporting  their 
cavalry,  artillery,  stores,  &c.  All  this  time  their  men 
suffered  much  from  short  rations,  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  activity  displayed  by  General  Gelly  y  Obes,  Chief  of 
the  Staff,  they  would  often  have  been  entirely  without 
food. 

The  Allies  had  now  at  Itapiru  54  large  steamers, 
11  small  ones,  and  48  sailing-vessels.  Such  a  flotilla  had 
never  before  been  seen  in  the  Parana. 

On  the  evening  of  April  19  the  Brazilian  fleet  took 
up  their  position  in  front  of  Paso  la  Patria,  some  ships  in 
the  inner,  and  some  in  the  outer  channel,  ready  to  bom- 
bard the  place.  Had  they  opened  fire  that  night,  they 
would  have  caused  serious  losses  to  the  Paraguayans. 
Everyone  in  the  Paraguayan  camp  kncAV  what  to  expect 
next  morning,  but  Lopez  gave  no  orders  and  made  no 
preparations,  in  order  to  keep  people  in  the  dark  till  the 
last  moment.  At  daybreak  he  himself  alone,  allowing 
no  one  to  accompany  him  at  the  moment,  lest  the 
enemy  should  recognise  and  fire  at  him,  went  off  on 
horseback,  followed  at  a  distance  by  his  aides-de-camp, 
who  joined  him  when  he  was  well  out  of  sight  of  the  fleet. 
He  went  away  without  giving  a  single  order  as  to  who 
was  to  leave  or  who  was  to  stay,  and  left  even  Mrs.  Lynch 
and  his  children  behind,  to  look  out  for  themselves.  He 
told  no  one  whither  he  was  going,  so  that  his  aides-de- 
camp spent  about  half  the  day  looking  for  him,  as  also 
did  Mrs.  Lynch. 

At  Paso  la  Patria  there  were  about  1,000  women^  army 
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followers,  and  these  left  in  a  long  stream.  General 
Kesquin,  who  had  been  left  behind,  sent  off  the  whole  of 
the  army,  leaving  a  garrison  sufficient  to  cover  the 
trenches,  and  the  artillery  which  defended  them.  General 
Bruguez  commanded  the  whole — Lieutenant-Colonel 
Marco  the  infantry,  under  him. 

After  sunrise,  and  when  almost  everyone  had  left,  the 
fleet  opened  fire,  and  bombarded  the  place  all  day  long. 
The  garrison  was  behind  the  parapets,  and  could  not  be 
injured,  and  the  whole  effect  of  the  bombardment  Avas  to 
kill  and  wound  some  half-a-dozen  men.  Wonderfully 
enough,  the  Whitworth  balls  were  falling  all  around  the 
stream  of  people  which  was  leaving  Paso,  but  not  one 
of  them  was  injured.  A  68-pounder  shell  fell  into  the 
telegraph  station,  where  a  young  man  was  receiving  a  des- 
patch, and  burst  close  to  him,  covering  him  with  ink,  and 
the  instrument  with  dust,  but  doing  no  damage  to  either. 
The  telegraph  station  w^as  now  removed  to  the  north  side 
of  the  Estero  Bellaco,  under  a  tree. 

As  no  orders  for  leaving  Paso  la  Patria  had  been  given, 
all  the  government  stores  were  left,  and,  by  the  con- 
nivance of  the  officers,  were  sacked  by  the  garrison. 
Large  stores  of  spirits,  wines,  and  eatables  were  consumed, 
and  the  government  money-chest,  containing  only  paper- 
money,  was  sacked.  Some  of  Lopez'  adjutants  were  sent 
back  to  see  after  his  things.  His  mne-casks  had  been 
broken  into ;  and  one  old  man,  who  had  been  in  charge  of 
the  house  ever  since  it  was  built,  absolutely  refused  to 
leave,  saying  that  he  was  too  old  to  accustom  himself  to 
any  otlier  place,  and  that  he  preferred  to  die  in  charge  of 
the  house.     He  had  to  be  carried  away. 

Lopez  had  gone  to  a  little  hill,  three  miles  from  Paso, 
to  look  at  the  bombardment.  By  the  middle  of  the  day, 
his  aides-de-camp,  the  Bishop,  Mrs.  Lynch,  and  his  body- 
guard had  found  him,  and  he  hid  them  all  out  of  view 
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behind  the  hill,  allowing  only  the  Bishop  and  the  lady 
to  come  upon  it,  lest  he  should  be  seen.  Two  balls,  how- 
ever, came  within  about  a  mile  of  where  he  w^as,  and, 
believing  that  they  had  been  aimed  at  him,  he  left,  and 
w^ent  and  took  up  his  quarters  at  the  Abasto  for  the  night. 
Here,  being  out  of  the  immediate  range  of  the  balls,  he 
was  quite  plucky  again.  He  possessed  a  peculiar  kind  of 
courage  :  when  out  of  range  of  fire,  even  though  com- 
pletely surrounded  by  the  enemy,  he  was  always  in  high 
spirits,  but  he  could  not  endure  the  whistle  of  a  ball. 

After  dark  we  had  supper,  or  rather  breakfast,  for  we 
had  tasted  nothing  since  the  previous  day,  though  Lopez 
himself  had  had  dinner.  That  evening  he  busied  himself 
w^ith  the  plans  of  the  ground,  choosing  a  position  in 
which  to  await  the  enemy's  attack.  The  troops  which 
had  left  Paso  la  Patria  Avere  bivouacking  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Paso  Sidra.  Xext  morning  Lopez  rode  over 
a  good  deal  of  the  country,  especially  along  the  Estero 
Bellaco,  and  the  bombardment  of  Paso  la  Patria  was 
continued.  That  night  headquarters  were  established  at 
Ndure's.  The  22nd  was  occupied  by  Lopez  in  resting, 
and  the  w^hole  of  the  northern  Bellaco  w^as  reconnoitred 
and  sketched,  and  was  found  to  be  a  better  position  than 
the  southern  one,  as  the  communications  w^eremore  direct, 
and  the  marsh  itself  more  formidable.  It  was  determined 
to  occupy  this  position,  and  the  army  was  accordingly 
marched  to  the  north  side  of  the  Paso  Gomez,  which  is 
on  the  highroad  to  Humaita,  and  a  few  corps  were  de- 
tached to  defend  the  minor  passes  to  the  left.  Head- 
quarters were  established  at  Rojas,  as  it  was  determined  to 
evacuate  Paso  la  Patria.  The  '  Gualeguay '  was  sunk  at 
Tobati,*  by  having  her  pump-valves  taken  out.  Taman- 
dare,  however,  found  her  in  a  few  days,  raised  her,  and 
returned  her  to  her  original  owner,  the  Argentine  Govern- 

*  Tobati.     Told,  face  ;  ti  (nasal),  wliite:  white  face. 
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ment.  Paso  la  Patria  was  evacuated  and  burned  on  April 
23,  early  in  the  morning;  and  the  Allies,  who  had  con- 
structed batteries,  and  placed  40  guns  ready  to  bombard 
it  from  the  land  as  Avell  as  from  the  ships,  and  who  then 
meant  to  assault  it,  took  possession  in  great  glee,  and  rang 
the  church-bells  all  day  long.  Lopez  had  orders  of  the 
day  printed  with  his  signature,  in  which  he  commanded 
his  soldiers  to  respect  the  lives  of  prisoners,  and  of  those 
who  should  surrender.  These  orders  were  left  scattered 
about  Paso  la  Patria,  for  the  allied  soldiers  to  pick  up, 
in  hopes  that  they  might  many  of  them  be  induced  to 
desert  to  Lopez. 

If,  instead  of  sendinsj  his  men  to  fiorht  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  fleet,  and  where  he 
lost  almost  the  whole  of  the  20th  Regiment  of  cavalry 
and  the  7th  Battalion  of  infantry,  without  a  possibility  of 
doing  the  Allies  any  material  harm,  Lopez  had  defended 
the  trenches  of  Paso  la  Patria,  he  would  have  cut  up 
perhaps  eight  or  ten  thousand  of  the  Allies,  with  hardly 
any  loss  on  his  own  side,  and  probably  they  would  never 
have  been  able  to  take  the  trenches.  It  has  been  his 
mistake,  all  through  the  war,  to  send  small  parties  of  his 
troops,  who  Avere  not  even  properly  drilled,  to  fight  in  the 
open  field  against  infinitely  superior  numbers  of  well- 
drilled  soldiers,  oflficered  by  men  with  a  proper  military 
education.  His  men  always  came  out  with  glory,  but 
were  of  course  generally  completely  cut  up. 
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CHAPTER   XI. 

THE   BATTLES   OF  MAT   2    AXD   MAT  24,  186G,    AXD  THE   DESTRUCTION 
OF   THE   PAEAGrATAX   ARMT.  ^ 

At  the  end  of  April,  1866,  the  positions  of  the  belli- 
gerent armies  were  as  follows : — The  Paraguayans  were 
encamped  on  the  north  side  of  the  northern  Bellaco,  with 
about  100  guns;  their  vanguard,  with  6  fieldpieces,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  southern  Bellaco. 

The  Allies  were  encamped  on  the  heights  running  east 
and  west,  a  mile  north  of  Paso  la  Patria  (where  they 
were  entrenching  themselves),  resting  their  left  flank  on 
the  '  carrizal.'  Their  vanguard,  under  the  command  of 
General  Flores,  consisted  of  the  Orientals,  of  a  few 
Brazilians  and  Argentines,  and  12  guns,  and  was  en- 
camped near  the  south  side  of  the  southern  Bellaco,  their 
sentries  being  on  the  same,  and  only  separated  from  the 
Paraguayan  sentries  by  the  width  of  the  marsh. 

The  Estero  Bellaco  consists  of  tAvo  parallel  streams  of 
water,  generally  about  three  miles  apart,  separated 
by  a  dense  forest  of  the  Yatai*  palm,  Avhich  is  on  a 
height  of  from  30  to   100  feet  above  the  level  of  the 

*'  The  Yatai  is  a  palm  without  thorns,  and  grows  only  to  a  height  of  15 
or  20  feet.  It  bears  a  fruit  very  similar  to  the  date  (which  its  leaves  also 
resemble),  but  although  much  sought  after  by  those  accustomed  to  it,  it 
has  a  slight  flavour  of  garlic.  The  heart  of  the  tree,  at  the  root  of  the 
leaves,  is  most  delicious  and  wholesome ;  either  raw,  when  it  tastes  like 
delicate  chestnuts,  or  boiled,  when  its  flavour  resembles  that  of  artichokes. 
When  this  heart  has  been  taken  from  a  tree,  it  dies. 
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'  esteros.'  The  Bellaco  falls  into  the  Paraguay  by  Laguna 
Piris,  and  into  the  Parana,  about  100  miles  to  the  east. 
The  water  of  these  ^  esteros,'  as  that  kind  of  marsh  is  called, 
is  beautifully  clear  and  good  to  drink,  and  is  full  of  a  rush 
which  grows  from  5  to  9  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water. 
The  water  in  all  standing  ponds,  if  full  of  this  rush,  is  ex- 
cellent to  drink.  These  rushes*  grow  about  two  inches 
apart  only,  and  are  consequently  almost  impassable  in 
themselves.  The  bottom  they  grow  on  is  always  a  very 
deep  mud,  and  the  water  over  this  mud  is  from  3  to  6  feet 
deep.  The  '  esteros  '  are  consequently  impassable  except- 
ing at  the  passes,  which  are  places  where  the  rushes  have 
been  torn  out  by  the  roots,  and  sand  gradually  substituted 
for  the  mud  at  the  bottom.  In  these  passes,  as  in  the 
rest  of  the  '  esteros,'  the  depth  of  water  to  be  waded 
through  is  from  3  to  6  feet.  In  some  places,  one  or 
even  two  or  three  persons,  on  very  strong  horses,  can 
pass  through  the  rushes ;  but,  after  one  horse  has  passed, 
the  mud  is  very  much  worse  on  account  of  the  holes 
made  by  the  first  horse's  feet.  These  '  esteros '  formed 
the  principal  defence  of  the  Paraguayans. 

Lopez  sent  fifty  chosen  men  of  his  Rifle  Guard  to 
the  Estero  Bellaco,  with  orders  to  pick  off  any  officers 
of  the  enemy  who  might  come  within  range.  He  gave 
them  double  rations,  and  they  were  to  do  no  guard  or 
fatigue  duty.  These  men  killed  several  of  the  Allies' 
field-officers. 

On  May  2,  the  armies  being  in  the  positions  indicated, 
Lopez  sent  a  force  of  5,000  men  under  General  (then 

*  These  rushes  are  called  Piri  in  Guarani.  They  are  of  triangular  sec- 
tion, have  a  green  skin  and  white  pith.  They  grow  perfectly  straight, 
without  a  shoot  or  knot,  and  at  the  top  have  a  few  small  leaves  and  flowers. 
They  are  cut  and  dried  in  the  sun,  and  then  serve  to  thatch  the  sides  of 
huts,  or  to  make  roUing-up  doors,  by  tying  them  side  by  side  to  hide 
thongs.     They  are  also  plaited  into  matting. 


136  THE   WAR   IX   PARAGUAY. 

Lieutenant-Colonel)  Diaz,  consisting  of  4,000  infantry 
and  1,000  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Benitez,  a 
favourite  aide-de-camp,  to  surprise  the  Allies'  vanguard. 
The  infantry  went  through  the  Paso  Sidra,  and  the 
cavalry  through  Paso  Carreta,  and  they  were  upon  the 
enemy  before  he  was  aware  of  them.  Their  artillery 
had  only  time  to  fire  one  shot  from  each  gun,  before  it 
was  taken  by  the  Paraguayans,  who  also  took  the  camp 
of  the  Allies'  vanguard,  and  even  General  Flores' tent  fell 
into  their  hands.  The  three  Oriental  battalions,  called 
^  Florida,'  '  24  Abril,'  and  *  Libertad,'  were  completely  cut 
up,  but  they  fought  bravely  under  their  commanders, 
Flores,  Palleja,  and  Castro,  who  all  behaved  like  lions,  but 
were  overpowered.  The  '  Florida '  battalion  had  only  forty 
men  left,  and  eight  officers  out  of  twenty-seven.  The 
'  24  Abril '  lost  9  officers  and  200  men.  The  38th  Batta- 
lion of  Voluntarios  da  Patria  (Brazilian)  had  only  41 
men  left ;  according  to  the  official  account  it  lost  94  dead 
and  188  wounded.  The  1st  regiment  of  the  Argentine 
cavalry  lost  100  men.  General  Flores'  division,  the 
vanguard,  which  included  the  Brazilian  and  Argentine 
troops  mentioned,  lost  1,600  men  and  31  officers.  Four 
9-pounder  rifled  brass  Lahitte  guns,  with  their  ammu- 
nition-waggons complete,  and  three  colours,  were  sent  off 
and  received  by  Lopez  while  the  fight  was  still  going  on. 
These  guns  were  always  called  Flores'  guns,  and  did  the 
Paraguayans  good  service  during  the  whole  of  the  war. 
General  Flores  himself  was  all  but  taken  prisoner ;  but 
General  Osorio  went  and  rescued  him,  at  the  cost  of  a 
whole  battalion  of  Brazilians. 

Had  Diaz  retired  after  vanquishing  the  vanguard,  and 
taken  with  him  the  remainder  of  the  captured  guns,  it 
would  have  been  a  most  splendid  victory,  with  very  little 
loss  ;  he  chose,  however,  to  go  on  and  meet  the  whole  of 
the  allied  army,  which  was  now  on  the  move,  and  was 
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coming  down  upon  him.  Knowing  notliing  about  the 
science  of  war,  he  was  immediately  outflanked  by  General 
Mitre,  who  was  commanding  the  Allies,  and  had  to 
retreat,  losing  the  remainder  of  the  guns  he  had  taken, 
and  many  men  killed  and  wounded.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Benitez  was  killed  by  a  bullet,  and  left  on  the  field. 
The  40th  Battalion  was  very  much  cut  up,  and  had  to 
be  almost  completely  renewed.  Altogether  the  Para- 
guayans lost  2,300  (killed  and  wounded),  and  the  Allies 
about  the  same  number.  The  latter  followed  the  Para- 
guayans a  short  distance  over  the  Bellaco,  and  took  a 
rifled  steel  12-pounder  gun,  which  had  burst,  and  had  been 
left  by  the  Paraguayans,  who  charged  again,  and  drove 
the  Allies  to  the  other  side  of  the  Bellaco.  The  two 
armies  then  resumed  their  previous  positions. 

In  his  oflficial  report.  Mitre  states  that  the  Allies  took 
four  guns  and  three  flags,  while  in  reality  it  was  the  other 
side  who  had  done  so. 

Several  Paraguayans  of  good  family,  who  were  not  in 
favour  with  Lopez,  took  the  opportunity  of  this  battle  to 
desert. 

The  commander  of  the  38th  Battalion,  the  commander 
of  the  four  missing  guns,  and  Brigadier  Pesegueiro — all 
Brazilinns — demanded  to  be  tried  by  court-martial,  to 
prove  that  they  were  free  from  blame,  which  was  granted 
to  them. 

After  the  battle  General  Flores  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  his  wife ;  it  was  published  in  theBuenos-Ayrean 
newspapers : — 

'  Camp  at  San  Francisco,-*  May  3,  1866. 
'  Dona  Maria  G.  de  Flores. 

'My  dear  Wife, —  Good  news  as  well  as  bad  should 
always   be  calmly   received.     Yesterday   the  vanguard, 

*  Tho  Allies  christened  the  village  of  Paso  la  Patria  '  San  Francisco.' 
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under  my  orders,  sustained  a  considerable  defeat,  the 
Oriental  Division  being  almost  completely  lost. 

'  Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  my  camp  was  sur- 
prised by  a  powerful  column  of  Paraguayans  of  the  three 
arms.  It  was  impossible  to  resist  forces  triple  the 
number  of  ours,  but  the  Oriental  Division  succumbed, 
doing  honour  to  its  country's  flag. 

*  I  comprehended  the  bad  position  of  our  encampment. 
Some  days  before  the  event,  Marshal  Osorio  and  myself 
went  in  person  to  the  General-in  Chief,  to  show  him  the 
advantage  of  removing  the  camp,  but  !Mitre  answered  us 
thus :  "  Don't  alarm  yourself.  General  Flores ;  the  ag- 
gression of  the  barbarians  is  nil,  for  the  hour  of  their 
extermination  has  sounded." 

'  If,  therefore,  anyone  is  responsible  for  the  occurrence 
of  May  2,  General  Mitre  is  the  man. 

'  I  can  assure  you,  with  all  my  heart,  that  during  the 
whole  of  my  campaign  against  the  tyrant  Berro,  I  did 
not  suifer  so  many  annoyances  as  I  have  done  in  the 
short  period  we  have  been  on  Paraguayan  soil.  What  is 
passing  here  does  not  suit  my  temper  at  all.  Everything 
is  done  by  mathematical  calculations,  and  the  most 
precious  time  is  lost  in  making  plans,  measuring  distances, 
drawing  lines,  and  looking  at  the  sky  :  only  fancy,  the 
principal  operations  of  the  war  have  been  executed  on  a 
chessboard. 

^  Meanwhile  some  of  the  corps  have  had  nothing  to  eat 
for  three  days.  I  don't  know  what  will  become  of  us ; 
and  if  to  the  critical  situation  we  are  in,  you  add  the 
constant  apathy  of  General  Mitre,  it  may  very  well 
happen  that  going  to  seek  for  wool  we  ourselves  may  be 
shorn. 

^  Everything  is  left  for  to-morrow,  and  the  most  im- 
portant movements  are  postponed. 

'  I  have  seen  activity  displayed   only  on  levee-days. 
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Then  there  is  plenty  of  it  — regiments,  bands  of  music, 
compliments,  and  felicitations  everywhere  ;  uniforms  and 
rich  swords  are  shown  off.  And  this  happens  frequently: 
for  one  day  is  the  Emperor's  birthday,  another  the 
Princess  Leopoldina's  ;  to-morroAV  is  the  anniversary  of 
the  Independence  of  Brazil ;  and  so  on  continually. 

^  In  future  my  vanguard  will  be  composed  of  Argen- 
tines. 

*  There  are  no  horses  or  mules  for  the  trains,  and  no 
oxen  to  eat. 

^  If  w^e  remain  here  a  month  longer,  we  shall  have  to 
repass  the  Parana  and  go  into  winter-quarters  at  Corri- 
entes.  In  this  case  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you  and  my  friends.  I  hardly  think  it  worth  while  to 
tell  you  that  the  Brazilians  turned  tail  in  a  swinish 
manner,  and  there  was  a  battalion  which  would  not 
charge.  My  tent  was  sacked  by  the  Paraguayans. 
Send  me  a  portmanteau  with  a  few  clothes,  a  large  cloth 
j^oncho,  a  straw  hat,  and  two  pairs  of  boots. 

'  I  enclose  letters  from  our  son  Fortunato.  A  kiss  to 
my  daughter  Agapita,  and  you,  my  beloved  Maria,  re- 
ceive the  whole  heart  of  your  impassioned  old 

'  Venancio  Flores. 

'P.S. — I  recommend  you,  Maria,  to  send  me  nothing 
but  camp  clothes — no  finery  or  dress-coats.  Curious  to 
say,  they  have  lately  been  even  wanting  to  order  me  how 
to  dress.  Did  not  General  Mitre,  very  politely,  tell  me 
that  it  would  be  convenient  for  me  to  take  more  care  of 
my  person?  At  first  I  thought  he  alluded  to  the  indivi- 
dual, but  he  afterwards  asked  me  why  I  did  not  dispose 
of  a  uniform  from  the  Commissariat  in  order  to  keep  up 
the  dignity  of  my  position.  I  assure  you  I  do  not  know 
how  I  found  patience  to  hear  him.  I  turned  round  and 
left  him  with  the  w^ords  in  his  mouth.' 
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Both  sides  used  to  send  their  prisoners  and  deserters 
from  the  enemy  to  their  advanced  guards,  to  call  out  to 
their  countrymen  to  desert,  saying  they  were  much  better 
treated  where  they  were  than  in  their  own  army.  These 
decoy-ducks,  however,  seldom  got  anyone  to  bite. 

In  the  Paraguayan  camp,  no  correspondence  was 
allowed  between  the  army  and  their  relatives ;  women, 
however,  were  constantly  coming  and  going,  and  these 
carried  news  to  Asuncion  of  what  was  taking  place  in  the 
camp.  People  were  ordered  to  consider  every  day  a  new 
triumph  for  Lopez,  and  of  course  they  dared  not  show  that 
they  did  not  think  so,  though  many  people  in  Asuncion 
every  day  expected  to  see  the  Allies  march  in.  People 
there  Avere  kept  well  occupied,  every  family  having  orders 
to  buy,  make,  and  deliver  within  a  certain  period  so  many 
dozen  shhts  and  drawers  for  the  army.  Almost  every 
day,  too,  masses  were  said  at  the  Cathedral '  for  the  safety 
and  welfare  of  Don  Francisco  Solano  Lopez.'  These 
masses  were  paid  for  by  private  people. 

After  the  battle  of  the  2nd  jNIay  the  Allies  kept  a 
better  look-out.  The  Paraguayans  were  always  very 
watchful. 

The  Paraguayan  army,  as  has  been  already  stated,  was 
encamped  in  the  position  which  it  had  been  determined 
should  be  defended,  the  vanguard  being  still  on  the 
southern  Bellaco,  four  miles  from  the  main  body.  The 
vanguard  had  accordingly  received  orders  not  to  dispute 
the  passes  of  the  Bellaco,  but  to  retire  when  the  Allies 
should  make  a  serious  move  in  that  direction.  This 
they  did  on  May  20,  crossing  the  Bellaco  in  three 
columns,  the  Paraguayans  retreating  to  their  position  in 
order,  and  leaving  advanced  guards  in  the  middle  of  the 
northern  Bellaco.  The  Allies  marched  forward  and  en- 
camped at  the  edge  of  the  palm  forest,  their  vanguard, 
under  Flores,  occupying  the  low  ground  just  south  of  the 
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northern  Bellaco.  General  Flores'  Division  now  con- 
sisted of  the  few  Orientals  who  were  left,  two  Brazilian 
divisions,  and  a  regiment  of  Argentine  cavalry.  He 
also  had  34  Brazilian  guns.  The  Brazilian  army,  under 
Osorio,  occupied  the  left,  and  Avere  encamped  from  near 
Piris  Potrero  to  opposite  Flores'  left;  the  Argentines, 
under  Generals  Gelly  y  Obes,  Paunero,  and  E.  Mitre 
(brother  of  the  Generalissimo),  occupied  the  right,  ex- 
tending as  far  as  Kori.  The  whole  allied  force  now  con- 
sisted of  about  45,000  men  and  150  guns,  and  occupied 
a  front  of  about  three  miles.  They  at  once  constructed 
two  redoubts,  one  in  their  centre  and  one  on  their  left. 

The  Paraguayans  were  encamped  from  Gomez  to 
Rojas,  having  small  detachments  of  troops  and  guns  at 
the  passes  further  to  the  east,  as  far  as  Paso  Canoa. 
Their  right  rested  on  the  impenetrable  jungle-woods  and 
'  carrizal '  in  the  Potrero  Sauce.  This  Potrero  is  a  natural 
clearing  in  the  jungle,  and  was  only  accessible  to  the 
Allies  by  a  narrow  mouth  looking  towards  the  east,  and 
opening  on  to  their  camp.  This  mouth  Avas  closed  by  a 
small  trench,  from  which  attacking  columns  could  be 
enfiladed  all  the  way  down  the  opening. 

The  Paraguayans  communicated  with  Potrero  Sauce 
by  means  of  a  road  cut  through  the  wood.  These  jungle- 
woods  have  many  high  trees  in  them  as  well  as  small 
ones,  and  between  them  there  is  an  impenetrable  under- 
growth of  shrubs,  thorns,  and  creepers,  so  that  one  can 
hardly  see  twenty  yards  anywhere  in  them.  The 
Bellaco  in  front  of  the  Paraguayan  army  was  more  than 
six  feet  deep  to  the  west  of  the  Paso  Gomez,  till  it  en- 
tered the  wood,  when  it  formed  itself  into  a  clear  runnincr 
rivulet.  The  Paso  Gomez,  and  all  the  passes  above  it, 
were  more  or  less  four-and-a-half  feet  deep;  and  if  the 
Allies  attacked  the  Paraguayans  in  front,  they  would 
have  first  to  cross  two  equally  deep  passes,  being  all  the 
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while  under  a  heavy  fire.  If  they  tried  to  turn  the 
Paraguayan  left,  they  were  liable  to  have  their  communi- 
cations cut  off. 

The  Paraguayan  army  had  again  been  recruited,  and 
numbered  25,000  men.  On  the  day  that  the  Allies  drove 
in  the  Paras^uavan  vano-uard,  I  beo'an  a  trench  at  Paso 
Gomez,  from  the  wood  on  the  right,  closing  into  the 
^  estero '  on  the  left  of  Paso  Fernandez.  Trenches  were 
constructed  at  the  other  passes,  and  the  Paraguayan 
position  was  a  very  strong  one.  It  was  intended  to  await 
the  attack,  and  when  the  Allies  began  it,  to  throw 
10,000  men  on  their  rear,  from  the  Potrejo  Sauce, 
tlirouo^h  a  road  cut  in  the  narrow  band  of  wood  sur- 
rounding  it,  of  which  road  the  greater  part  was  cut  before- 
hand, leaving  only  a  few  yards  to  break  through  at  the 
last  moment,  as  shown  on  the  plan.  The  Allies  would 
probably  keep  a  good  look-out  on  the  natural  mouth  of 
the  Potrero,  but  this  one  would  be  completely  hidden, 
and  the  Paraguayans  not  perceived  till  they  were  cutting 
up  the  rear  of  the  Allies. 

Had  this  plan  been  adhered  to,  the  whole  of  the  allied 
army  might  have  been  cut  up.  Lopez,  however,  changed 
his  mind  on  May  23,  and  attacked  the  Allies  on  the 
24th. 

Talking  of  this  battle  a  year  afterwards,  Lopez  said 
that  he  had  received  ncAvs  of  the  plan  of  Mitre  for  attack- 
ing him  on  the  25th,  and  that '  frankly  he  did  not  like  the 
plan,  and  resolved  to  prevent  the  execution  of  it,  by 
attacking  him  beforehand,  in  which  he  succeeded.'  At 
the  same  time  Lopez  ridiculed  Colonel  Marco  for  having 
left  the  battle  when  all  the  bones  of  his  hand  were  broken 
by  a  ball. 

On  May  20  Lopez  removed  his  headquarters  to 
Paso  Pucu,  where  they  remained  for  two  years,  and  he 
had  several  battalions  of  infantry  in  reserve  there,  as 
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there  was  some  talk  of  Curupayty  being  attacked  by 
the  fleet.  On  the  23rd,  in  the  afternoon,  Lopez  went 
round  and  addressed  these  reserve  battalions,  reminding 
them  that  on  the  2nd  a  handful  of  them  had  gone  and 
fetched  the  enemy's  guns  and  flags,  and  that  if  he  sent  a 
large  number  of  men,  they  must  finish  up  the  Allies. 
The  men  were  in  great  spirits,  and  said  they  only  wanted 
the  order  to  go,  and  that  they  would  finish  up  the  Allies 
whenever  he  sent  them.  He  told  them  to  be  prepared 
for  the  order.  He  passed  almost  the  whole  of  the  night 
in  talking  to  and  giving  instructions  to  the  commanders 
who  were  to  go.  General  Barrios,  with  8,000  infantry 
and  1,000  cavalry,  was  to  attack  the  enemy's  left; 
General  (then  Colonel)  Diaz  the  centre,  with  5,000 
infantry  and  four  howitzers  ;  and  General  Resquin  their 
right,  with  7,000  cavalry  and  2,000  infantry.  The  attack 
was  to  be  simultaneous,  and  the  signal  a  gun  fired  from 
Paso  Gomez,  when  Barrios  was  ready,  as  he  had  to  defile 
a  long  way  thiough  the  woods.  He  was  to  march  along 
tlie  edge  of  the  '  carrizal '  till  he  got  to  Piris  Potrero,  where 
he  was  to  form  his  men.  The  jungle  reaches  down  to  the 
impassable  morasses  of  the '  carrizal,'  all  the  way  along,  so 
that  Barrios'  men  had  to  go  one  by  one  through  a  sort  of 
undercut  path  through  it,  the  cavalry  having  to  dismount 
and  lead  their  horses.  Diaz  was  to  have  his  troops  ready 
as  near  as  possible  to  the  enemy,  without  being  seen  by 
him,  and  to  rush  on  his  centre  at  the  signal ;  and  Resquin 
was  to  have  his  forces  formed  before  daybreak  behind  the 
palms  of  Yataity  Cora,  where  they  would  be  hidden  from 
the  view  of  the  enemy.  Barrios'  and  Resquin's  cavalry  were 
to  sweep  round  and  unite  behind  the  rear  of  the  Allies. 

General  Barrios  was  expected  to  have  passed  the  defile 
by  9  o'clock,  but  it  was  half-past  1 1  before  he  had  finished, 
and  the  signal-gun  was  fired.  The  Paraguayans  imme- 
diately  fell  on  the   Allies,  attacking  their   whole   line. 
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Fortunately  for  tlie  Allies,  they  happened  to  be  all  under 
arms,  General  Mitre  being  about  to  make  a  reconnaissance 
in  force  on  the  Paraguayan  positions.  About  three 
minutes  after  the  signal-gun  was  fired  the  engagement 
became  general,  and  the  musketry  was  so  well  kept  up, 
that  only  one  continued  sound  was  heard,  which  was  re- 
lieved by  the  cannonading  of  the  Allies. 

On  the  right  the  Paraguayans  drove  the  Brazilians 
down  to  the  Bellaco,  where  they  rallied,  and  forced  the 
Paraguayans  back  to  the  woods ;  here  these  again  rallied, 
and  drove  back  the  Brazilians,  this  happening  three  times. 
The  Paraguayan  cavalry,  which  charged  the  retreating 
Brazilians,  made  great  havoc  amongst  them,  as  did  like- 
wise the  musketry  and  artillery  of  the  Brazilians  amongst 
the  Paraguayans. 

In  the  centre.  General  Diaz  had  to  do  with  General 
Flores,  whose  artillery  and  rifles  played  upon  him  with 
great  effect,  from  the  moment  he  left  the  wood. 

The  Allies  had  a  tremendous  advantage,  not  only  in 
being  attacked  in  their  own  position,  and  by  undrilled 
men,  but  in  all  their  artillery  being  brought  into  play, 
while  that  of  the  Paraguayans  was  idle.  They  had  also 
the  advantage  of  fighting  two  to  one,  and  of  their  arms, 
which  were  the  best.  The  Paraguayans  had  hardly  any 
rifles,  and  most  of  their  muskets  were  flint-locks ;  the 
Allies,  on  the  other  hand,  had  not  a  single  smallarm  which 
was  not  rifled,  and  of  all  their  artillery,  only  a  few  guns, 
belonging  to  the  Argentines,  were  smoothbored. 

Diaz  had  another  great  disadvantage,  having  to  cross  a 
deep  morass  in  order  to  get  at  the  Allies ;  this  morass 
became  literally  filled  with  dead.  One  of  his  battalions, 
the  25th,  composed  chiefly  of  recruits,  got  into  disorder, 
and  heaped  themselves  up  like  a  flock  of  sheep,  when 
they  were  easily  shot  down  by  the  Allies'  artillery. 

On  the  left.  General  Eesquin's  cavalry  carried  all  before 
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it  at  the  first  charge,  cutting  up  and  putting  to  flight  the 
Correntino  cavalry,  under  Generals  Caceres  and  Hornos, 
and  completely  scattering  it.  Part  then  charged  right 
up  to  the  artillery,  though  half  of  them  were  left  on  the  field 
on  their  way,  and  took  twenty  guns,  which  were  turned 
round  to  be  taken  away,  when,  not  being  supported  in  time, 
the  Argentine  reserves  came  into  action,  and  cut  them  up 
to  the  last  man ;  not  one  would  surrender.  Resquin's  in- 
fantry now  came  into  action,  but  were  destroyed — part  by 
the  artillery,  and  the  remainder  by  the  Argentine  infantry. 
The  reserve  of  Resquin's  cavalry  went  round  the  enemy's 
right,  and  entered  the  palm  forest,  in  order  to  go  round 
and  join  Barrios  in  the  rear  of  the  Allies  ;  the  Argentines, 
however,  formed  a  front  in  that  direction,  and  repulsed 
them.  The  remnant  of  one  of  these  regiments,  under 
Major  Olabarrieta,  however,  pierced  through  the  line, 
after  performing  prodigies  of  valour,  and  he  himself,  with 
some  twenty  men,  reached  the  place  where  they  were  to 
join  Barrios ;  but,  as  he  was  already  defeated,  they  had  no 
support,  and  were  obliged  to  fight  their  way  through  the 
Brazilians  again,  into  the  Potrero  Sauce.  Olabarrieta 
arrived  almost  alone,  and  badly  wounded. 

At  4  P.M.  the  firing  was  over,  the  Paraguayans  being 
completely  defeated,  and  their  army  destroyed.  The  Allies 
had  suffered  severely  also,  but  they  still  had  an  army 
left.  The  Paraguayans  left  6,000  dead  on  the  field ;  the 
Allies  only  took  some  350  prisoners,  all  wounded.  This 
was  because  the  Paraguayans  would  never  surrender,  but, 
when  wounded,  fought  on  till  they  were  killed.  7,000 
wounded  were  taken  into  the  Paraguayan  hospitals  from 
this  battle,  those  with  slight  wounds  not  going  into 
hospital  at  all.  Strange  to  say,  the  Paraguayans  lost 
only  one  field-officer,  an  old  major,  so  fat  that  he  could 
hardly  walk ;  but  almost  all  who  had  been  in  the  action 
were  wounded.    Major  Yegros  (who  had  been  imprisoned 
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and  in  irons  ever  since  Lopez  II.  was  elected  President), 
Major  Rojas,  and  Captain  Corvalan — all  of  them  ex-aides- 
de-camp  of  Lopez,  and  in  whom  he  formerly  had  great 
confidence — were  taken  ont  of  their  irons  (no  one  knew 
why  they  had  been  put  in  them),  and  sent  to  fight, 
degraded  to  the  rank  of  sergeant;  they  were  all  killed  in 
the  battle,  or  mortally  wounded.  Jose  Martinez — made 
a  cornet  at  Paso  la  Patria,  lieutenant  after  the  Battle 
of  the  Bank,  captain  after  the  '  2nd  May,'  when  he  was 
wounded — went,  at  his  o^vn  earnest  request,  to  this  battle 
also,  and,  being  mortally  wounded,  was  made  a  major  be- 
fore he  died.  He  was  a  great  favourite  of  Lopez.  Many 
of  the  merchants  of  Asuncion,  who  had  just  been  re- 
cruited for  the  army,  were  also  among  the  killed. 

The  smoke  was  so  ffreat  durino^  the  eno^as^ement,  that 
the  Allies  did  not  see  what  damage  they  had  done  to 
the  Paraguayans ;  and  from  the  difficulty  of  communi- 
cation beyond  the  '  esteros,'  and  of  getting  any  informa- 
tion when  everything  was  in  such  disorder,  Lopez  did 
not  know  till  next  day  the  extent  of  his  losses. 

The  Allies  lost  above  8,000  killed  and  wounded.  Among 
the  latter  were  General  Sampayo  (mortally),  and  Generals 
Osorio  and  Paunero  (slightly) — the  first  two  being  Bra- 
zilian, and  the  third  Argentine. 

Mitre  himself  commanded  the  Argentines,  paying 
Generals  Flores  and  Osorio  the  compliment  of  not  inter- 
ferino^  with  them  durino*  the  battle. 

Lopez  had  breakfasted  early,  and  went,  with  the  tele- 
scopes, to  the  cemetery  of  Paso  Pucu,  to  witness  the 
battle  from  it,  five  miles  off.  He  waited  there  till  fire 
was  opened,  and  then  he  went  down  to  the  trench, 
although  the  Bishop  (who  always  rode  by  his  side  when 
he  went  out)  protested  that  he  ought  not  to  expose  him- 
self in  that  way.     When  he  got  within  three  miles  of  the 
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fire,  he  sent  his  staff  one  way,  and  with  the  Bishop  and 
one  aide-de-camp,  so  that  he  might  not  be  known  and 
fired  at,  he  went  another  way,  and  hid  himself  in  the 
little  wood  between  Paso  Fernandez  and  Rojas,  whence 
he  could  see  the  smoke,  but  nothing  more.  He  then 
retired  about  a  mile,  and  had  luncheon ;  and  afterwards, 
returning  to  the  wood,  we  met  many  of  the  first  wounded, 
who  were  coming  in,  but  who  could  give  no  idea  of  how 
the  fight  was  going  on.  One  of  these  was  a  boy  of  1 6  ; 
he  had  been  shot  through  the  thigh  by  a  rifle-ball,  and, 
besides  his  musket,  was  bringing  a  sword,  a  lance,  a  rifle,  a 
cannon-ball,  and  a  fine  cloth  ^  poncho,'  as  trophies  from  the 
battlefield.  These  he  presented  to  Lopez,  who  returned 
him  the  *  poncho,'  and  gave  the  arms  to  his  aides  to  carry. 
He  made  the  soldier  a  corporal,  and  sent  him  to  the 
trenches  to  fight,  in  case  the  enemy  should  attack.  After 
dark,  Lopez  went  to  Paso  Gomez,  to  General  Bruguez' 
house,  where  he  was  joined  by  Barrios  and  Diaz,  who 
gave  him  the  bad  news,  as  far  as  they  themselves  knew 
it.  He  made  the  bands  of  music  play  all  night  long,  to 
delude  his  own  people,  as  well  as  the  enemy,  into  a  belief 
that  he  considered  he  had  gained  the  day.  In  the 
Semanario  it  was  spoken  of  as  a  great  and  glorious  vic- 
tory. At  10  at  night  he  went  to  his  headquarters  at 
Paso  Pucu. 

The  Paraguayan  wounded  were  still  almost  all  in  the 
woods,  and  they  continued  coming  in  for  three  days, 
crawling  along  gradually.  The  Allies  found  one  in  the 
woods  so  late  as  June  3,  eleven  days  after  the  battle.  He 
was  very  nearly  dead.  A  Major  Coronel  came  in,  four 
days  after  the  fij2^ht.  He  had  been  wounded  in  the  lun^^s, 
and  sat  down  exhausted  with  a  soldier,  who  was  also 
wounded,  in  the  woods  near  the  enemy.  Finding  that  he 
could  not  get  away,  but  was  going  to  starve  where  he  was, 
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he  ordered  the  soldier  to  kill  him,  and  take  his  sword  and 
cap  to  Lopez,  and  tell  him  that  he  had  done  his  duty  to 
the  last.  The  soldier,  however,  refused,  and,  at  last,  the 
Paraguayans  found  them  and  took  them  away.  He  reco- 
vered afterwards  of  his  wound,  but  was  killed  at  the 
Battle  of  Sauce,  in  July. 

The  Allies  declared  that  Lopez  made  his  men  drunk 
with  spirits  and  gunpowder,  in  order  to  make  them  fight 
as  they  did.  There  was,  however,  no  truth  in  this  report ; 
on  the  contrary,  the  Paraguayans,  through  bad  manage- 
ment, always  had  to  fight  on  an  empty  stomach;  as,  on 
days  when  an  engagement  was  expected,  the  men  were 
not  allowed  to  leave  their  corps  to  go  and  kill  the  beef. 

In  this  battle  the  Brazilians  went  into  action  without 
their  colours ;  and  they  have  always  done  so  since  May 
2,  probably  to  prevent  them  from  being  taken. 

The  Allies  took  the  four  howitzers,  5,000  muskets,  and 
five  flags.  One  of  these  Osorio  sent  as  a  present  to 
Tamandare ;  it  was  taken  by  killing  the  wounded  sergeant 
who  carried  it,  and  who,  after  he  was  wounded,  and  called 
upon  to  surrender,  occupied  his  last  moments  in  tearing 
the  flag  into  shreds  with  his  teeth,  to  prevent  it  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  40th  Battalion,  which  had  been  so  terribly  cut  up 
on  the  2nd,  again  suffered  almost  complete  extermination, 
coming  out  of  the  battle  with  only  eighty  men.  The  6th 
and  7th  Battalions,  the  two  best  and  oldest  in  the  army, 
had  each  only  100  men  left. 

The  wounded,  who  were  likely  to  be  a  long  time  before 
they  could  serve  again,  were  sent  to  Asuncion  and  Cerro- 
Leon.  Those  who  would  not  take  long  to  cure  remained 
in  the  camp  hospitals. 

The  Allies  buried  some  of  their  own  dead,  but  they 
heaped  up  the  Paraguayan  corpses  in  alternate  layers,  with 
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wood,  in  piles  of  from  50  to  100,  and  burnt  them.  They 
complained  that  the  Paraguayans  were  so  lean  that  they 
would  not  burn. 

The  10,000  men  who  had  not  been  killed  or  wounded 
were  completely  scattered  and  disorganised,  and  it  was 
some  days  before  they  were  again  collected. 
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CHAPTER   XII. 

PARALYSATIOX  OF  THE  OPERATIOXS  —  THE  BEAZILIAX  FLEET — DE- 
SCEIPTIOX  OF  CURrPAYTY  —  POETO  ALEGEE  EELN'FOECES  THE 
ALLIES — LOPEZ  EEYIYES  —  BATTLES  OF  YATATTY  COEA,  AND  OF 
SAUCE. 

The  allied  army,  instead  of  now  profiting  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  Lopez'  army  on  May  24,  and  marching  on, 
became  totally  paralysed,  and  made  no  move  until  Lopez 
forced  it  to  do  so,  occupying  itself  in  strongly  entrenching 
its  position. 

After  the  battle  of  the  24th,  the  Allies  might  have 
marched  round  the  Paraguayan  left,  almost  without  losing 
a  man,  as  they  would  have  then  avoided  the  Para- 
guayan artillery,  and  they  might  have  captured  Humaita, 
and  taken  the  river-batteries  in  the  rear,  without  firing  a 
shot. 

On  May  20,  a  squadron  of  sixteen  gunboats  and  cor- 
vettes, with  four  ironclads,  had  entered  the  Kiver  Para- 
guay, and  having  taken  a  peep  at  Curupayty,  from  a  dis- 
tance, anchored  below  the  Piquete  Palmas.  Lopez  had 
sunk  the  little  steamer  ^  Piraguyra,'  and  two  brigantines, 
in  the  channel  of  the  river,  between  the  island  of  Curuzu 
and  the  Chaco,  in  order  to  stop  the  na\igation.  He 
might  as  well  have  sunk  so  many  bottles  in  that  im- 
mense stream. 

Tamandare  built  workshops  for  repairing  the  engines 
of  his  fleet,  and  hospitals  and  storehouses,  at  Cernto,  in 
the  mouth  of  the  River  Paraguay.  He  examined  the 
Laguna  Piris,  mth  a  view  to  na^-igation,  and  found  he 


CUKUFAYTY.  151 

could  get  his  smallest  steamers  in,  to  bombard  Lopez 
from  it.  He  also  made  a  reconnaissance,  to  seek  a  road 
by  which  to  communicate  directly  with  the  army,  as  all 
their  communications  had  to  go  a  long  way  round' by 
Itapiru.  The  road  was  found,  but  was  not  used,  as  all 
the  woods  were  every  day  explored  by  the  Paraguayans, 
and  were  thus  rendered  very  unsafe.  The  Paraguayans 
had  also  guards  at  all  accessible  places  in  the  *  carrizal,' 
and  used  sometimes  to  bring  prisoners  caught  from  boats, 
which  had  landed  them  to  cut  firewood  for  the  ships. 
On  one  occasion  they  took  an  Enfield  rifle,  with  the 
Tower  of  London  mark  upon  it,  and  the  date  1866. 

Tamandare  was  to  attack  and  take  Curupayty,  and  as 
he  made  no  attempt  to  do  so,  people  again  thought  they 
saw  the  '  white  feather '  in  the  Brazilian  fleet.  He  found 
excuses  in  the  sunken  ships,  in  the  stakes  in  the  river,  and 
in  the  number  of  empty  '  demijohns 'which  were  moored 
in  the  river,  and  which  he  supposed  (as  he  Avas  wished  to 
do)  to  mark  the  situations  of  torpedoes.  So,  not  to  be 
silent,  on  June  15,  Tamandare  went  up  with  his  squad- 
ron, and  bombarded  it  at  lons^  rano;e,  without  killino^  or 
wounding  a  single  Paraguayan.  After  this  he  retired  and 
anchored,  having  lost  a  few  of  his  own  men. 

Curupayty  is  a  level  cliff  of  clay  mixed  with  sand, 
giving  a  concave  side  to  the  Kiver  Paraguay,  on  a  bend 
of  which  it  is  situated.  In  ordinary  times  the  level  of  the 
river  is  from  eight  to  nine  yards  below  the  surface  of  the 
cliff.  The  heavy  rains  eat  into  the  edge  of  this  cliff,  and 
the  river  also  undermines  it  continually,  causing  small 
portions  to  fall  down,  so  that  almost  the  whole  length  of 
it  might,  in  a  few  minutes,  be  made  accessible  for  the 
landing  of  troops.  On  this  account  I  made  a  sunken 
battery  along  the  whole  length  of  the  cliff,  for  field  artil- 
lery and  infantry,  in  case  the  enemy  should  attempt  a 
landing  there.     A  small  gabion  battery,  armed  with  one 
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8 -inch  gun  and  two  32-pounders,  was  constructed  at  the 
southern  end  of  the  cliff,  and  fourteen  small  fieldpieces 
were  placed  in  reserve  on  the  same.  It  was  garrisoned 
by  a  battalion  of  infantry,  and  was  commanded  by  Major 
Sayas. 

Some  badly-constructed  torpedoes  were  moored  in  the 
river,  and  on  June  20,  two  of  them  broke  away  from 
their  moorings  and  went  down  the  river,  one  of  them 
striking  against  the  '  Bahia,'  and  the  other  against  the 
'  Belmonte,'  but,  both  being  wet  through,  no  harm  was 
done.  They  were  formed  of  three  boxes,  fitting  one  in- 
side another — the  inner  one  being  of  zinc,  and  holding  the 
pow^der.  The  fuze  Avas  a  glass  capsule  containing  sul- 
phuric acid,  surrounded  with  a  mixture  of  chlorate  of 
potash  and  white  sugar,  the  whole  being  wrapped  up  in 
a  little  cotton-wool.  These  fuzes  Avere  designed  and  made 
by  Mr.  Masterman,  chief  of  the  Chemical  Department. 
The  fuze  w^as  contained  in  a  small  perforated  cylinder, 
and  was  broken  by  a  piston  when  the  torpedo  was  struck. 
The  Brazilians  fished  up  these  two  torpedoes,  but  on  the 
same  night  a  fire-raft  was  sent  down  on  the  fleet,  and 
from  that  time  they  were  very  vigilant. 

There  was  a  peculiar  phenomenon  of  sound  shown  in 
the  firing  of  the  guns,  when  the  Brazilian  fleet  was  off 
Palmas.  At  Paso  Pucu  the  report  of  the  guns  would 
sometimes  scarcely  be  heard,  but  at  other  times  every  gun 
fired  would  give  half-a-dozen  reports  in  quick  succession, 
like  rolling  fire — the  first  and  last  reports  being  the  weak- 
est, and  the  middle  ones  the  loudest.  This  peculiarity,  how- 
ever, was  only  at  daybreak,  and  in  certain  conditions  of 
the  atmosphere.  During  the  day,  or  the  beginning  of  the 
night,  the  report  was  always  single.  There  was  always 
some  firing  at  daybreak  and  in  the  night,  as  whenever  a 
leaf  was  heard  to  move  in  the  woods,  the  fleet  immediately 
began  to  pour  in  grape  and  canister. 
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Lopez,- meanwhile,  was  doing  bis  utmost  to  reorganise 
his  army,  and  to  deceive  the  Allies  as  to  his  real  state. 
He  kept  many  men  in  the  advanced  guards,  which  were 
pushed  forward  to  very  near  the  enemy's  lines,  being  a 
long  way  from  the  Paraguayan  trenches.  These  guards 
continually  harassed  the  enemy,  by  surprising  and  killing 
their  outposts,  kidnapping  their  sentries^  &c.  In  order  to 
put  a  stop  to  this,  the  Allies  made  their  advanced  guards 
keep  up  an  incessant  iire  during  the  night,  as  the  only 
means  to  keep  their  men  on  the  look-out. 

Every  morning,  too,  Lopez  sent  a  reconnoitring  party 
of  cavalry  round  through  the  palm  forest  by  the  enemy's 
right,  which  often  brought  back  prisoners,  cattle,  horses, 
&c. 

Several  battalions  and  regiments  had  to  be  amalga- 
mated to  form  one,  and  the  whole  army  had  to  be  reor- 
ganised. Lopez  brought  down  6,000  slaves,  and  distri- 
buted them  through  the  army.  Two  hundred  Payagua 
Indians,"^  having  volunteered  to  serve,  were  drafted  into 
the  heavy  artillery. 

Bruguez  and  Diaz  were  made  Generals  in  June 
1866. 

The  trenches  were  dug  with  activity,  and  artillery, 
brought  from  Asuncion  and  Humaita,  w^as  mounted 
at  the  parapets.     Three  8-inch  guns  were  placed  in  the 

*  The  Payagua  Indians  were  a  small  tribe  which  lived  in  the  most 
cultivated  parts  of  Paraguay,  part  of  them  living  on  the  beach  at  Asuncion, 
in  shanties.  They  kept  themselves  totally  separate  from  the  Paraguayans  ; 
spoke  a  language  totally  different,  it  being  composed  almost  wholly  of 
gutturals  ;  and  lived  chiefly  on  fish,  crocodiles,  &c.,  which .  they  speared  in 
the  bay  at  Asuncion.  They  were  great  drunkards  ;  they  only  allowed  two 
children  in  a  family  to  live,  the  rest  being  killed  before  birth.  They  never 
showed  the  least  sign  of  a  laugh  or  smile,  or  anything  approaching  to 
hilarity,  but  always  maintained  the  most  rigid  solemnity  in  their  counte- 
nances. They  were  formerly  a  powerful  tribe,  but  are  now  almost  extinct, 
and  their  language  will  be  quite  lost.  In  the  army  they  were  noted  for 
their  honesty  and  truthfulness. 
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centre,  between  Paso  Gomez  and  Paso  Fernandez.  In 
this  short  line  of  trench,  being  on  the  highroad,  thirty- 
seven  pieces  of  artillery  were  crowded,  of  every  ima- 
ginable size  and  shape.  All  sorts  of  old  honeycombed 
carronades,  18-pounders  and  24-pounclers — everything 
which  by  a  stretch  of  courtesy  could  be  called  a  gun — were 
made  to  do  good  service  by  the  Paraguayans.  Artillery 
was  also  placed  at  the  trench  in  Potrero  Sauce  ;  and  in 
the  middle  of  June,  Lopez  began  to  bombard  the  allied 
camp,  Flores'  vanguard  only  being  in  range. 

This  was  almost  enfiladed  from  the  Sauce  battery, 
which,  however,  contained  only  small  guns.  The  bom- 
bardments were  continued  almost  daily,  without  doing 
any  considerable  damage,  though  the  Paraguayans  made 
capital  practice,  especially  two  marine  officers  named  Fa- 
rina and  Mazo,  whose  8 -inch  shells  reached  whatever  point 
they  wished.  Lopez  used  to  go  and  sit,  with  his  tele- 
scope, near  the  cemetery  at  Paso  Pucu,  to  watch  the  firing. 
On  the  first  day  of  the  bombardment,  the  Allies  had  about 
eighty  killed  and  wounded,  and  they  always  lost  a  few  men. 
General  Flores'  tent  was  twice  blown  to  pieces,  and  he 
and  Mitre  had  several  narrow  escapes,  as  the  Paraguayans 
used  to  fire  whenever  they  saw  a  group  of  officers  within 
rano;e. 

The  Allies  had  batteries  of  24-,  12-,  and  9-pounder  La- 
hitte  rifled  guns,  Avith  all  of  which  they  sometimes  bom- 
barded furiously.  Their  firing,  however,  did  little  or  no 
harm,  as  they  had  bad  fuzes  to  their  shells,  which  also  were 
very  poor  castings  :  and  consequently  many  burst  in  the 
gun,  and  of  the  remainder,  at  least  half  burst  midway 
between  the  lines. 

The  Paraguayans  were   much   more  spread  out,   and 
were  fewer  in  number,  than  the  Allies  ;    they  also  had 
strict  orders  to  go  under  cover  of  the  parapets  whenany 
firing  was  going  on,  so  that  a  casualty  among  them  was 
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a  very  rare  occurrence.  Now  and  then,  on  either  side, 
an  ammunition-waggon  would  blow  up  by  way  of  a 
change. 

Watch-towers,  from  50  to  60  feet  high,  were  erected 
all  along  the  lines,  from  which  to  observe  the  movements 
of  the  enemy.  These  were  made  of  four  thin  straightish 
trees,  stuck  in  the  ground,  forming  a  square  of  about 
eight  feet,  and  having  stages  placed  on  crosspieces,  which 
Avere  lashed  to  the  trees  Avith  raw  hide.  The  only  tool 
used  in  making  them  was  an  axe.  The  Allies  had  taken 
the  initiative  in  setting  up  these  watch-towers,  and  they 
made  them  generally  of  squared  timber. 

Telegraphs  were  laid  down  from  headquarters  to  all 
the  divisions  of  the  army — namely,  to  Curupayty,  to  Hu- 
maita,  to  the  left,  to  the  centre,  and  to  Sauce.  They 
were  afterwards  also  laid  to  Chichi,  to  the  Angle,  to  Espi- 
nillo,  to  Yasy,  and  to  Benitez,  when  divisions  of  the 
army  occupied  those  places.  These  telegraphs  were  laid 
on  posts,  the  writing  instruments  being  by  Morse.  There 
were  not,  however,  enough  of  these,  and  Mr.  Treuen- 
feldt  himself  made  some.  While  these  w^ere  makinof,  an 
instrument  was  introduced  which  was  merely  a  knocker, 
the  messages  being  received  by  listening  to  the  suc- 
cession of  knocks,  representing  the  dashes  and  dots  of 
the  Morse  hieroglyph.  The  native  telegraph  clerks  were 
very  clever  at  this.  The  telegraphs  were  kept  working 
all  day,  the  commander  of  a  division  being  obliged  to 
report  every  little  thing  to  Lopez,  who  was  receiving 
these  despatches  all  day  long — an  officer  being  appointed 
exclusively  to  carry  them  in  to  him. 

General  Bruguez  commanded  the  centre  and  right,  from 

Paso  Fernandez  to  Potrero  Sauce ;   and  General  Barrios 

the  left,  from  Paso  Fernandez  to  Paso  Vai.*     General 

Diaz  had  no  fixed  command,  but  was  sent  nearly  every 

*   Vai,  bad  :  the  bad  pass. 
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day  by  Lopez  all  over  the  army,  to  see  if  anything  was 
amiss.  He  was  the  great  favourite  of  Lopez,  who  kept 
him  to  send  wherever  any  fighting  might  be  going  on. 
General  Resquin,  though  still  keeping  the  title  of  Com- 
mander of  the  Division  of  the  South,  had  been,  in  effect, 
only  Chief  of  the  Staff  since  Lopez  had  arrived  at  Paso 
la  Patria,  and  he  continued  to  the  last  with  the  same 
title  and  the  same  employment. 

One  of  the  greatest  drawbacks  with  which  the  Para- 
guayans had  to  contend  during  the  Avar  was  the  wretched 
state  of  their  horses.  Aides-de-camp  and  commanders  of 
corps  were  mounted  on  jades  with  nothing  but  skin  and 
bone,  and  which  could  not  possibly  go  beyond  a  poor 
walk  ;  and  they  frequently  stopped  on  the  road,  not  being 
able  to  move  another  step.  Business  would  have  been  done 
more  quickly  on  foot,  but  the  numerous  lagoons  which 
had  to  be  passed  rendered  it  necessary  to  have  something 
on  which  to  cross  them.  Those  horses  which  had  the 
least  strength  left  had  been  kept  for  the  event  of  a  battle, 
had  been  used  on  May  24. 

The  reason  assigned  by  the  Allies  for  not  moving  on 
and  profiting  by  their  victory,  was  that  they  had  no  horses, 
and  could  not  advance  without  cavalry ;  but  the  fact 
was  that  they  did  not  know  the  real  state  of  the  Para- 
guayan forces. 

The  Allies  lost  many  men  by  disease.  The  Argentines 
were  reduced  from  15,000  to  9,000  men,  and  the  Brazi- 
lians suffered  not  less  severely.  The  whole  allied  army 
was  reduced  to  30,000  men. 

Porto  Alegre  left  12,000  men  in  the  province  of  Rio 
Grande,  to  protect  it  against  any  new  Paraguayan  inva- 
sion, and  marched  with  14,000  men  and  50  guns.  He 
also  brouo-ht  14,000  fat  horses  with  him  for  the  BraziKan 
cavalry. 

The  Argentines  were  also  totally  without  horses,  as 
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the  Allies  had  brought  all  that  they  possessed  into 
Paraguay,  without  making  any  provision  of  corn  or  hay. 
As,  in  the  corner  in  which  they  were  shut  up,  there  was 
no  pasture,  their  horses  had  got  into  the  same  condition 
as  those  of  the  Paraguayans.  The  Argentine  Govern- 
ment consequently  took  effective  measures  for  providing 
their  army  wath  good  animals.  They  decreed  that  all 
horses  in  the  Argentine  Confederation  were  contraband  of 
war,  and  prohibited  them  from  being  sent  from  the  towns 
into  the  country.  They  then  took  the  greater  part  of 
the  carriage,  cart,  and  hack-horses,  paying  the  owners 
something  for  them,  and  sent  them  to  the  army. 

Two  thousand  of  Porto  Alegre's  cavalry  arrived  at 
Paso  la  Patria  on  July  12,  and  the  rest  of  his  forces  not 
long  afterwards.  A  great  proportion  of  his  army  con- 
sisted of  mounted  infantry.  Some  of  the  regiments  w^ere 
armed  with  rifled  carbines  and  sword-bayonets. 

The  Allies  also  worked  hard,  entrenching  themselves, 
and  constructing  batteries  along  their  lines.  Their  ardour 
for  the  war  was  spent.  The  soldiers  had  seen  their  com- 
rades killed  around  them  by  thousands,  the  attack  always 
having  been  made  by  the  Paraguayans,  and  they  had 
only  advanced  where  the  field  had  been  purposelj^  left 
to  them;  now  that  the  Paraguayans  had  made  a  real 
stand,  their  leaders  vacillated,  and,  instead  of  advancing, 
entrenched  themselves. 

The  spirits  of  the  Allied  soldiers  flagged,  therefore,  and 
peace  w^as  talked  of  and  wished  for  in  their  army.  The 
Brazilian  alliance  had  been  distasteful  to  the  Aro-en- 
tines  and  Orientals,  even  at  the  moment  when  Lopez 
outraged  the  former  at  the  beginning  of  the  Avar;  and 
now  the  Brazilians  Avere  openly  run  down,  especially  the 
fleet,  which  had  boasted  so  much  and  done  so  little,  and 
Avhich  now  quailed  before  the  little  advanced  battery  of 
Curupayty. 
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By  tlie  end  of  June,  Lopez  had  again  got  his  army  to 
number  20,000  (half  of  these  were  boys  and  old  men,  and 
soldiers  recovered  of  their  -wounds),  and  he  felt  certain 
that  if  the  Allies  would  attack  him,  he  should  be  able 
signally  to  defeat,  and  perhaps  to  exterminate  them.  This, 
however,  they  were  not  at  all  inclined  to  do,  and  so  Lopez 
tried  to  make  them.  First  he  had  the  idea  of  getting  them 
to  follow  back  a  small  attacking  party  of  his  own  men ; 
this  did  not  succeed,  and  more  serious  measures  were 
adopted,  which  had  the  desired  result. 

On  July  10,  he  sent  two  battalions  of  infantry  to  make 
a  feigned  attack  on  a  battalion  of  Argentine  infantry, 
which  was  doing  vanguard  duty  on  the  northern  side 
of  the  Paso  Leguisamon.  This  battalion  was  speedily 
reinforced  by  three  others,  and  followed  the  retreating 
Paraguayans  a  short  distance  only,  after  some  skir- 
mishing. 

'Next  day  (the  11th),  in  the  afternoon,  Lopez  sent  five 
battalions  and  two  rocket-stands,  w4th  two  regiments  of 
cavalry,  to  be  kept  in  reserve,  to  the  same  place.  The 
Argentines  were  this  time  prepared,  and  had  artillery 
ready  to  play  upon  the  Paraguayans,  who  however 
suffered  little  from  it.  These  were  at  once  opposed  by 
five  battalions  under  General  (then  Colonel)  Rivas ; 
General  Paunero  came  up  with  the  reserve ;  after  a 
great  deal  of  firing  on  both  sides,  leaving  many  killed  and 
wounded,  both  parties  retreated,  the  long  grass  being  set 
fire  to  by  the  congreve  rockets,  and  the  action  was  sus- 
pended just  at  dark.  As  soon  as  the  fire  was  extinguished. 
General  Mitre  himself  advanced  with  two  battalions,  and 
occupied  the  field,  when  the  Argentines  were  again 
attacked,  after  Colonel  Rivas  had  come  up  with  five 
more  battalions,  and  taken  the  command.  After  a 
great  deal  more  firing,  the  Paraguayans  retired  about 
9  P.M.,  having  lost  some  400  killed  and  wounded,  and  the 
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Argentines  some  500,  including  three  field-officers.     The 
Paraguayan  rockets  did  much  execution. 

This  was  called  the  Battle  of  Yataitj  Corii ;  it  was 
another  instance  in  which  Lopez  weakened  himself  in 
small  combats,  where  there  was  no  advantage  to  be  gained. 
Had  the  Allies  been  worth  their  salt,  they  would  have  al- 
lowed none  of  the  Paraguayans  to  return,  as  the  latter  were 
in  small  force,  and  two  miles  from  their  position,  while 
they  were  close  to  their  own.  Perhaps  Lopez  thought 
it  necessary  not  to  let  his  men  rest  too  long  without  fight- 
ing, lest  they  should  think  he  was  afraid  of  the  Allies.  A 
great  victory,  as  usual,  was  claimed  by  both  sides.  Major 
Godoy,  the  Paraguayan  commander,  was  slightly  wounded 
in  the  arm.  All  the  time  the  battle  was  going  on,  a 
heavy  cannonade  was  kept  up  by  both  the  Paraguayan 
and  the  allied  batteries. 

Some  other  way  was  necessary  to  force  the  Allies  to 
attack  the  Paraguayans,  and  the  best  proposition  was  one 
to  mount  an  8-inch  gun  just  inside  the  jungle,  at  the 
Punta  Naro,  which  was  very  near  the  Allies'  camp,  and 
almost  enfiladed  Flores'  division.  The  gun  could  have 
been  mounted  and  parapeted  without  the  enemy's  know- 
ing it,  and  would  have  harassed  them  so  much  as  to  force 
them  to  attack  it,  when  it  would  be  defended  by  the  fire 
from  Paso  Gomez  and  from  the  Potrero  Sauce,  as  well 
as  by  its  own.  This  plan,  however,  was  rejected,  and  a 
reconnaissance  made  of  the  ground  between  Sauce  and 
Potrero  Piris,  with  the  view  of  digging  a  trench  during 
the  night,  from  Punta  Naro  to  the  jungle  of  Potrero  Piris, 
which  trench  would  compromise  the  left  flank  of  the 
Brazilians  and  the  rear  of  the  Orientals. 

The  woods  from  Sauce  to  Piris  were  not  occupied  by 
either  army,  but  the  Paraguayans  always  had  a  few  men 
exploring  them.  The  woods  and  the  spaces  between  them 
were  still  full  of  the  corpses  from  the  Battle  of  May  24. 
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These  bodies  were  not  decomposed,  but  completely  mum- 
mified, the  skin  having  dried  on  to  the  bones,  and  the 
bodies  looking  tawny  and  thin.  The  ground  was  every- 
where covered  with  bullets,  cannon-balls,  arms,  car- 
touche-boxes, &c.,  and  in  some  places  the  trees  in  the 
woods  were  riddled  with  rifle-bullets.  We  went  through 
the  woods  into  the  Potrero  Piris,  in  the  centre  of  which 
there  was  a  Brazilian  mounted  scout,  who  however  did 
not  see  anything,  and  down  the  Yurui  into  the  wood 
again,  at  the  point,  whence  we  could  see  everything,  being 
only  500  yards  from  the  Brazilian  trenches. 

The  Brazilians  noticed  something  particular  in  the 
woods  close  by  them,  and  immediately  collected  their 
cattle,  thinking  it  was  a  cattle-lifting  party,  from  which 
they  had  suffered  a  great  deal.  They  did  not,  however, 
fire  at  us,  and  the  party,  among  whom  were  Generals 
Diaz  and  Aquino,  returned  through  the  open — the  enemy's 
scouts  watching  all  the  time,  but  not  firing,  as  we  had  an 
escort  of  fifty  riflemen.  I  reported  that  the  trench  was 
practicable,  and  Lopez  determined  to  have  it  dug  at 
once.  The  same  night,  accordingly,  all  the  spades,  shovels, 
and  picks  in  the  army,  amounting  to  about  700,  were 
sent  down  to  Sauce,  and  the  6th  and  7th  Battalions 
(which  had  made  the  earthAvorks  of  the  railway,  and  the 
trench  of  Humaita)  were  told  off  to  do  the  work.  The 
greatest  silence  was  enjoined  on  the  men,  lest  they 
should  let  their  spades  and  arms  clank,  as  the  enemy 
would  inevitably  hear  them.  A  hundred  men  w^ere 
posted  in  skirmishing  order,  twenty  yards  from  the  line 
to  be  dug,  to  cover  the  work  ;  and  in  order  better  to  see 
anyone  approaching,  they  lay  down  on  their  stomachs.  In 
some  places  they  were  so  mixed  up  with  the  corpses,  that 
it  was  impossible  to  tell  w^hich  was  Avhich  in  the  dark. 
I  had  the  line  marked  by  the  help  of  a  lantern,  which 
was  placed  at  the  far  end^  shaded  from  the  view  of  the 
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enemy  by  a  hide,  and  the  workmen  were  dressed  in  a  line 
to  it.  They  then  laid  their  muskets  on  the  ground, 
each  man  in  front  of  where  he  was  working  ;  and  began 
by  digging  a  trench  one  yard  wide  and  one  deep,  throwing 
the  earth  to  the  front,  so  as  to  get  a  cover  for  their  bodies 
as  quickly  as  possible. 

The  enemy's  lines  were  so  near  that  we  could  distinctly 
hear  their  sentries'  challeno-es,  and  even  the  lau2:hino:  and 
coughing  in  their  camp.  Though  every  precaution  was 
taken  to  prevent  a  noise,  the  spades  and  picks  would 
sometimes  clash  on  that  dark  night;  but,  wonderfully 
enough,  the  enemy  perceived  nothing  till  the  sun  rose, 
when  the  whole  length  of  the  trench,  900  yards,  was  so 
far  advanced  as  to  give  a  cover  to  the  troops  who  were 
working,  and  who  now  began  to  throw  the  earth  to  the 
rear  for  making  the  parapet.  Four  small  guns  were 
placed  at  the  new  trench  near  Punta  Xaro,  so  as  to  be 
easily  withdra^vn  when  required. 

In  the  middle  of  the  night  the  whole  camp  was  lighted 
up  suddenly,  and  after  nearly  half  a  minute  a  tremendous 
report,  which  even  shook  the  earth,  announced  the  explosion 
of  a  torpedo  of  1,500  lbs.  of  powder.  These  torpedoes  were 
sent  down  to  the  fleet  almost  every  night,  but  this  was  the 
only  occasion  on  which  so  much  powder  was  used.  The 
Allies,  by  this  light,  ought  to  have  seen  the  trench  which 
was  being  made. 

As  soon  as  the  enemy  perceived  what  was  going  on 
they  opened  fire  -svith  their  artillery,  but  made  no  mo\e- 
ment  either  on  that  day  or  the  next  (15th),  on  which 
General  Osorio,  on  account  of  illness,  was  relieved  by 
Marshal  Polydoro,  just  arrived  for  that  purpose  from 
Rio  Janeiro. 

The  new  trench  was  in  two  segments,  as  is  seen  on  the 
plan,  and  Polydoro  ordered  General  Souza  to  approach 
the  short  trench  with  his  division  during  the  night,  and 
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to  attack  it  early  on  the  morning  of  July  16.  General 
Mena  Barreto  was  to  post  himself  with  his  division  in 
Potrero  Piris,  in  reserve.  This  was  done,  and  the  Para- 
guayans retired  into  the  Avoods,  at  the  rear  and  left 
of  the  small  trench,  which  the  Brazilians  occupied,  and 
from  the  woods  kept  up  a  galling  fire  of  musketry, 
which  Avas  returned  bv  the  Brazilians,  thouo;h  not  Avith 
much  effect,  as  the  Paraguayans  Avere  hidden  in  the 
woods.  An  Argentine  division,  under  Colonel  Conesa, 
came  up  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  to  act  as  a  reserve, 
but  hardly  entered  into  action.  The  musketry,  at  pretty 
close  quarters,  continued  all  day,  and  ceased  after  six- 
teen hours'  fighting,  the  Brazilians  haA^ng  lost  2,000 
killed  and  Avounded,  among  Avhom  Avere  seven  field-officers. 
The  cannonadino;  continued  all  that  nio-ht  and  all  the  next 
day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  the  Allies  opened  a 
heavy  bombardment,  during  Avhich  tAvo  Paraguayan 
pOAvder-Avaggons  Avere  bloAvn  up.  They  then  marched  to 
the  attack,  and  the  Paraguayans  retired  into  the  Potrero 
Sauce,  taking  their  guns  Avith  them.  General  Bruguez 
opened  fire  on  their  advancing  columns,  causing  them 
immense  losses.  At  the  same  time  a  diversion  was  made 
by  the  Allies  on  the  Paraguayan  left,  by  a  fcAV  cavalry, 
but  Avithout  any  result. 

General  Flores,  under  AAdiose  command  the  action  noAv 
came,  as  it  Avas  on  his  ground,  at  once  ordered  an  attack 
to  be  made  on  the  small  trench  AAdiich  defended  the 
entrance  to  the  Potrero  Sauce.  This  attack  Avas  made 
by  Brazilians  and  Orientals,  and  they  Avent  to  Avithin  a 
short  distance  of  the  trench,  Avhen  they  Avere  obliged  to 
retreat  on  account  of  the  terrible  enfilade-fire  ,of  the 
artillery.  Colonel  Aquino,  Avho  commanded  the  Para- 
guayans, folloAved  up  the  enemy  in  their  retreat,  Avith 
his  infantry,  the  enemy  firing  and  falling  back  all  the 
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time.  Aquino,  when  his  troops  were  close  upon  the 
retreating  enemy,  spurred  forward  his  horse,  saying  that 
he  must  kill  some  of  the  'niggers'  with  his  own  hands,  and 
attacked  their  rear  alone,  cutting  down  one  man,  when 
another  turned  round  and  shot  him  in  the  waist, 
knocking  him  off  his  horse.  The  Paraguayans  now  again 
retired  to  the  Potrero  Sauce,  and  Aquino,  mortally 
wounded,  was  sent  up  to  headquarters,  where  he  was  pro- 
moted to  be  a  General,  but  died  two  days  after. 

General  Flores  immediately  ordered  another  attack  on 
the  trench,  and  this  time  an  Argentine  division  joined  the 
Oriental  one,  all  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Palleja. 
Half  the  Paraguayan  artillery  was  dismounted  by  the 
rapid  firing,  and,  though  great  havoc  was  caused  among 
the  enemy  by  what  remained,  as  well  as  by  the  musketry, 
while  they  came  down  the  long  narrow  opening  in  close 
column,  they  gallantly  pushed  on,  and,  filling  the  trench 
with  their  dead  bodies,  they  took  it  and  the  artillery — 
killing  almost  all  the  Paraguayans  who  defended  it,  and 
planting  an  Argentine  standard  on  the  parapet.  Just  at 
that  moment  reinforcements  were  coming  throuarh  the 
woods  for  the  Paraguayans,  and  two  hundred  dismounted 
cavalry,  with  nothing  but  their  naked  swords,  charged 
the  enemy  on  foot,  and  drove  him  out  of  the  position, 
retaking  the  guns  ;  and  the  infantry  coming  up,  the  enemy 
retreated,  having  previously  spiked  the  Paraguayan  guns. 
The  action  ended  here,  as  the  Allies  were  satisfied  with 
the  number  of  men  they  had  lost,  which  (from  the  16th 
to  the  18th,  inclusive)  was  above  5,000.  Colonels  Pal- 
leja, Aguero,  and  Martinez  were  killed,  being  one  from 
each  of  the  Allied  armies.  Besides  these,  many  oflScers 
were  killed  and  wounded;  among  the  latter  was  the 
Brazilian  General  Victorino. 

The  Paraguayans  lost  2,500  killed  and  wounded, 
Aquino  being  the   only   officer  of  consideration   kiUed. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel  Ximenez,  one  of  the  bravest  Para- 
guayan officers,  was  wounded  by  a  ball  through  the  foot, 
but  continued  fighting  till  the  battle  was  over.  Colonel 
Koa,  commander  of  the  artillery,  was  cut  off  alone,  and 
completely  surrounded  by  the  enemy.  His  sword  was 
broken,  but  he  would  not  surrender.  Two  of  the  enemy's 
officers  attacked  him,  but  whenever  they  got  near  him, 
he  threw  a  handful  of  dust  in  their  eyes  and  blinded  them. 
He  escaped  from  the  very  midst  of  them  back  to  his 
people,  without  a  scratch. 
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THE  BRAZILIAN  FLEET — CAPTURE  OF  CURUZU — INTERVIEW  BETWEEN 
LOPEZ  AND  MITRE — DEFEAT  OF  THE  ALLIES  AT  CURUPAYTT— 
PARALTSATION   OF   ALL   OPERATIONS. 

The  fleet  still  remained  inactive,  much  to  the  dlso-ust 
of  the  allied  army,  which  said  that  it  had  done  enough, 
and  must  now  wait  for  the  fleet  to  take  Curupayty,  before 
it  could  advance.  The  fleet,  on  the  other  hand,  said  it  was 
waiting  for  the  army  to  advance  and  attack  Curupayty 
by  land,  before  it  could  do  anything,  and  that  it  was  not 
the  fault  of  the  fleet  that  the  army  had  stayed  a  month 
at  Paso  la  Patria  without  moving,  during  which  time  it 
had  lost  all  its  horses  and  oxen.  The  fleet  also  complained 
loudly  of  being  every  day  exposed  to  the  torpedoes 
which  the  Paraguayans  sent  down  the  river  on  to  them, 
and  which  annoyed  them  not  a  little.  One  of  these  (they 
were  generally  loaded  with  1,000  lbs.  of  powder)  burst 
about  300  yards  from  the  bows  of  one  of  their  gunboats. 
The  1,5001b.  one  had  shaken  the  city  of  Corrientes,  forty 
miles  off",  and  alarmed  its  inhabitants  very  much.  One 
of  the  torpedoes  blew  up  a  Brazilian  guardboat  with  all 
its  crew.  These  guardboats  were  kept  rowing  in  front 
of  the  ships  all  night  long.  When  the  torpedoes  were 
seen  coming  down  the  river,  there  was  a  general  cry  of 
^  Paragua — Paragua ! '  and  great  excitement  in  the  fleet. 

Two  torpedoes  blew  up  their  conductors — one  Mr. 
Kriiger,  an  American,  and  another  Mr.  Pamos,  a  Para- 
guayan, who  had  served  his  apprenticeship  as  engineer  at 
Messrs.  Blyth's.     Both  their  boats'  crews  were  blown  up. 
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Tamandare,  the  Brazilian  Admiral,  made  a  treaty  with 
the  Guaycuru  Indians  in  the  Chaco,  and  armed  200  of 
them.  These  are  a  warlike  tribe,  and  have  always  been  at 
war  mth  Paraguay ;  they  did  not,  however,  help  the  Allies 
much,  for  they  walked  off  with  their  arms  and  clothing, 
and  whenever  they  fell  in  with  a  small  number  of 
Brazilians,  killed  them,  and  took  their  clothes  to  the 
Paraguayans  to  propitiate  them. 

At  a  council  of  w^ar,  held  on  June  30,  it  was  decided 
that  Tamandare  should  at  once  bombard  and  take  the 
battery  of  Curupayty.  This  battery  now  mounted  25 
guns — three  of  them  8-inch,  and  six  of  them  32-  and  24- 
pounders.  On  July  16,  accordingly,  the  fleet  steamed 
up  in  sight  of  Curupayty,  without  however  a  shot  being 
fired  on  either  side,  and  steamed  down  again,  the  manoeu- 
vre being  considered  a  great  victory.  General  Caceres 
left  the  army,  and  General  Netto  died. 

It  was  evident  that  the  Paraguayan  right-flank  at 
Curupayty  was  a  weak  point.  Lopez  knew  this,  and 
proceeded  to  reinforce  it.  General  Mitre  also  knew  it, 
and  determined  to  attack  it.  Had  he  done  so  quickly, 
he  would  have  found  no  obstacles  to  his  progress ;  but  he 
gave  Lopez  time. 

Lopez  brought  down  from  Corumba  the  10th  Battalion, 
which  was  in  garrison  there.  It  was  700  strong,  and  was 
made  up  of  splendid  men.  At  the  same  time  he  brought 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Corumba,  except  the  garrison,  down 
to  Asuncion.  These  consisted  chiefly  of  well-to-do  mer- 
chants and  shopkeepers.  They  had  one  hour's  notice  to 
go  on  board,  and  were  allowed  each  to  take  one  box^ 
they  were  all  ordered  to  leave  their  doors  in  Corumba 
open.  In  Asuncion  most  of  them  were  in  a  most  desti- 
tute condition,  and  they  are  probably  all  dead  now. 

When  the  Allies  arrived  opposite  Paso  la  Patria,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,   Lopez  had  sent  all  the  natives 
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residing  near  the  Parana  to  Misiones,  and  anywhere  north 
of  the  Arroyo  Hondo.  These  poor  people  had  to  leave  all 
they  were  not  able  to  carry,  and  many  died  of  want,  as 
they  had  no  means  of  living,  but  the  small  crops  of 
oranges,  beans,  Indian-corn,  and  tobacco,  which  they  grew 
at  their  own  houses,  and  which  they  had  been  obliired  to 
leave  behind. 

After  the  Battle  of  Sauce,  the  Allies  constructed  four 
new  batteries — viz.,  at  Piris,  Punta  Cafapa,  and  two  ad- 
vanced redoubts.  They  also  cleared  away  all  the  woods 
and  palms  from  the  site  of  their  camp,  leaving  the  view 
unobstructed  from  their  right  to  Potrero  Piris.  The 
Paraguayans  also  dug  a  new  trench,  continuing  that  of 
Paso  Gomez  on. through  the  Avoods  towards  the  right,  and 
round  inside  the  Potrero  Sauce,  from  thence  going  round 
to  Chichi.  The  ^Dart  in  the  Potrero  Sauce  was  afterwards 
deepened,  and  made  into  a  channel  for  diverting  the  course 
of  the  Bellaco. 

To  prevent  spies  entering  or  soldiers  deserting,  the 
Paraguayan  lines  had  a  cordon  of  sentries  ten  paces 
apart.  Each  of  these  sentries  challenged,  in  a  whisper, 
everyone  who  passed,  even  in  their  rear,  and  the  sentry 
at  every  gun  did  the  same,  making  a  slight  clash  with  the 
sheath  of  his  sabre,  on  Avhich  everyone  had  to  stop  till 
the  corporal  of  the  guard  had  examined  him.  Several 
Paraguayans,  of  good  family,  had  deserted  to  the  enemy, 
and  Lopez  was  determined  to  put  a  stop  to  this. 

Bolivia  and  Peru  protested  against  the  secret  treaty 
of  the  Triple  Alliance,  and  Chili  seemed  inclined  to 
do  the  same.  It  was  expected  in  Paraguay  that  the 
Pacific  Republics  would  give  material  as  well  as  moral 
support  to  her  cause.  At  the  same  time  the  secret 
treaty  was  published  in  the  Semanario,  a  Paraguayan 
weekly  paper,  and  had  the  effect  of  convincing  many 
people  that  Lopez  was  right  in  making  this  war  upon 
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the  Allies,  and  that  Paraguay  was^  compelled  to  fight  for 
her  very  existence. 

By  a  reference  to  the  map,  it  will  be  seen  that  if  the 
Allies  could  take  Curupayty,  they  would  be  in  the  rear 
of  the  remainder  of  the  Paraguayan  army.  The  '  carri- 
zal '  extends  from  the  Parana  to  Curupayty,  and  at  the 
latter  place  is  2,500  yards  wide.  Curupayty  being  de- 
fended on  the  riverside  by  a  battery,  the  Allies  would 
have  to  land  below,  if  they  did  not  wish  to  expose  their 
men  on  the  steamers,  in  compact  and  defenceless  masses, 
to  the  fire  while  running  past  the  battery.  Foreseeing  this, 
in  order  to  protect  the  battery,  Lopez  made  a  trench  at 
Curuzu,*  3,000  yards  below  Curupayty,  from  a  lake  on 
the  left,  to  the  River  Paraguay  on  the  right,  where  he 
placed  an  8 -inch  gun  and  two  3 2 -pounders  on  the  river- 
side, as  an  advanced  battery.  The  battery  and  trench  of 
Curuzti  were  garrisoned  with  2,500  men,  and  were  armed 
with  thirteen  guns  altogether.  General  Diaz  commanded 
it,  and  the  naval  captains.  Gill  and  Ortiz,  and  Major 
Say  as  commanded  the  artillery. 

In  front,  towards  the  south  of  the  trench  of  Curuzti, 
the  only  possible  road  is  through  a  jungle  of  canes,  in 
which  the  Paraguayans  had  formerly  cut  a  path.  This 
widens  into  a  more  or  less  square  piece  of  firm  ground 
close  to  the  trench,  one  side  of  which  would  be  about 
400  yards.  The  pathway  was  enfiladed  from  the  trench, 
which  by  land  could  not  be  attacked  in  fiank,  but  was 
exposed  to  the  enfilade-fire  of  the  fleet,  which  however 
could  not  see  it,  as  it  was  completely  hidden  from  view  in 
the  wood. 

The  ground  between  Curuzu  and  Curupayty  is  inter- 
sected by  many  lagoons,  which  spring  from  the  continua- 
tion of  the  lake  on  which  the  Curuzu  trench  rested,  and 
nearly  reach  to  the  River  Paraguay.    The  only  road,  con- 

*  Curuzu,  a  cross. 
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sequently,  from  Curiizu  to  Curupayty  is  along  the  river- 
side. Between  the  higoons  mentioned  are  slight  heights, 
which  are  covered  with  long  cutting  grass,  called  ^  cortade- 
ras,'  and  with  thorny  trees  called  *  aromitas,'  whose  flowers 
give  out  a  delicious  perfume.  The  lagoons  themselves 
are  about  four  feet  deep,  and  have  deep  mud  at  the 
bottom,  so  that,  altogether,  the  ground  between  Curuzu 
and  Curupayty  may  be  called  impassable,  except  by  the 
road  along  the  riverside,  Avhich  in  its  narrowest  part  would 
allow  four  abreast,  and  near  Curupayty  would  admit  of 
long  formations.  Curupayty  itself  stood  on  a  perfectly 
level  plain,  being  the  same  on  which  Humaita  and 
Tuyucue  stand,  and  was  about  twenty  feet  above  the 
general  level  of  the  ^  carrizal,'  and  about  thirty  above  the 
river. 

On  September  1,1866,  the  allied  fleet  began  to  bombard 
Curuzu,  but  without  effect.  The  battery  responded,  and 
several  Brazilians  were  killed  in  the  fleet.  On  the  2nd 
the  bombardment  was  continued,  and  the  2nd  Brazilian 
corps  d'armee,  under  Baron  Porto  Alegre,  numbering 
14,000  men,  having  been  embarked  at  Itapiru,  landed 
near  Palmas  -without  opposition,  under  the  protection  of 
seven  gunboats,  and,  marching  up  the  bank  of  the  river, 
encamped  opposite  Curuzu.  The  bombardment  was  furious 
that  day  :  some  of  the  vessels  came  opposite  the  battery 
of  Curuzu  ;  one  of  them,  the  ironclad  '  Bio  Janeiro,' 
6  guns,  after  having  her  4-inch  plates  twice  perforated 
by  (i 8-pound  shot,  had  a  hole  blown  in  her  bottom  by  a 
torpedo,  and  sank  almost  immediately — the  greater  part  of 
her  crew,  together  with  her  captain,  being  drowned. 
This  was  the  only  ironclad  wdiich  was  sunk  durnig  the 
war.  The  ^  Ivahv  '  had  one  of  her  boilers  shot  throuofh, 
and  all  the  vessels  which  came  into  action  Avere  well 
j)eppered  by  the  one  8-inch  gun  and  two  32-pounders 
which  formed  the  battery.    A  trunnion  of  the  8-inch  gun 
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was  shot  off,  and  it  was  dismounted.  A  Paraguayan 
scout,  up  a  tree,  was  shot  to  pieces  by  a  ball,  but  this 
was  almost  the  only  casualty  that  day. 

On  the  3rd  the  bombardment  was  renewed,  and  Porto 
Alegre  attacked  the  trench  at  Curuzii,  marching  gal- 
lantly through  the  enfilade-fire  from  the  trench,  and  got 
round  it  at  its  left  flank,  where  it  terminated  in  the  lake, 
by  walking  through  four  feet  of  water — taking  the  garri- 
son in  the  flank  and  rear,  and  making  them  retreat 
quickly.  In  their  march  up  to  the  trench  the  Brazilians 
lost  nearly  2,000  men,  killed  and  wounded.  When  they 
once  turned  the  position  they  lost  a  few  more  men,  and 
then  began  the  losses  of  the  Paraguayans,  who  left  700  dead 
on  the  field,  and  had  some  1,800  wounded,  all  of  whom 
they  got  away.  The  10th  Battalion,  which  had  neyer 
been  in  action  till  then,  held  the  left  flank  of  the  trench ; 
and  when  the  Brazilians  began  to  get  round  them,  they 
all  took  to  flight,  excepting  the  commander,  who  was 
killed.  The  rest  fought  brayely  for  a  short  time,  hand- 
to-hand,  but  were  soon  oyerpowered  and  had  to  retreat, 
leaving  the  artillery  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  At  the 
moment  when  the  Brazilians  entered  the  position,  a 
powder-magazine  blew  up,  killing  twelve  of  them.  A 
Paraguayan  and  a  Brazilian  soldier  rushed  at  each 
other  so  fiercely  that  they  were  each  transfixed  by  the 
other's  bayonet.  Captain  Montiel,  commander  of  a 
dismounted  regiment  of  Paraguayan  cavalry,  was  left 
for  dead  on  the  field,  ■v^dth  several  wounds,  and  having 
recovered  his  senses,  found  himself  in  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  marching  towards  Curupayty.  He 
crawled  along,  however,  and  got  through  them  back  to 
his  colours. 

Porto  Alegre  pursued  the  Paraguayans  only  a  few 
hundred  yards,  and  then  returned,  and  encamped  his  army 
on  the  square  piece  of  ground  which  has  been  mentioned 
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— to  the  south  of  the  trench  of  Curuzu.     He  was  made 
Viscount  for  this  victory. 

Had  he  followed  up  the  Paraguayans,  he  might  have   I 
gone  through  Curupayty  almost  without  losing  another    \ 
man  :  he  would  have  taken  the  battery,  and  would  have    ) 
still  had  12,000  men  with  which  to  attack  Lopez  in  the 
rear,  while  Mitre  and  Flores  assailed  him  in  front.     The 
Allies  would  most  inevitably  have  taken  the  whole  of  the 
Paraguayan   positions    that    day,    and    destroyed    their 
army. 

It  is  said  that  Porto  Alegre  asked  Mitre  for  reinforce- 
ments, with  which  to  attack  the  Paraguayans,  but  that  no 
notice  was  taken  of  his  request. 

Some  few  of  the  badly-fired  shots  from  the  fleet  that 
day  passed  Lopez'  house  at  Paso  Pucu,  and  killed  a 
man,  a  woman,  and  a  child.  Lopez  immediately  left, 
and  went  2,000  yards  farther  away ;  no  one  knew  where 
to  find  him.  Next  day  he  had  an  earthwork  begun,  and 
worked  hard  at  it,  to  cover  his  house  at  Paso  Pucu,  from 
the  side  of  Curupayty.  It  was  made  loft,  high,  36ft. 
at  the  base,  12  ft.  at  the  top,  and  was  90  ft.  long.  It  was 
finished  in  a  few  days. 

The  Paraguayans  had  retreated  to  about  halfway 
between  Curuzu  and  Curupayty,  and  had  ensconced 
themselves  behind  a  parapet  which  had  been  made,  but 
which  was  a  very  bad  position,  being  exposed  to  the  fire 
of  the  fleet,  and  easily  turned.  It  was,  however,  a  short 
line  to  defend. 

When  Lopez  received  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Curuzu, 
he  upbraided  General  Diaz,  who  said  that  he  could  not 
stop  the  men  from  running.  Lopez  then  ordered  him 
to  decimate  the  10th  Battalion,  to  draft  the  rest  into 
other  corps,  and  to  put  Major  Sayas  in  irons.  The  10th 
Battalion  was  accordingly  formed  in  line,  and  calling 
out  the  numbers,  beginning  at  No.  1  and  counting  up  to 
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Ko.  10,  then  beginning  at  No.  1  again,  and  so  on,  General 
Diaz,  who  had  firing-parties  with  him  ready,  had  every 
No.  10  shot  in  sight  of  the  whole  division,  which  had  been 
strongly  reinforced.  The  officers  of  the  battalion  drew 
lots,  and  those  who  drew  the  long  pieces  of  grass  were 
immediately  marched  off  and  shot.  The  rest  were  de- 
graded to  the  ranks,  and  the  whole  battalion  divided 
among  the  other  corps  of  the  division.* 

The  Paraguayans,  in  their  new  position,  were  still  in- 
visible to  the  fleet,  on  account  of  the  woods  between 
them.  The  fleet,  however,  knew  more  or  less  where  they 
were,  and  continually  poured  in  grape  upon  them,  which 
did  little  damage,  as  they  were  behind  a  parapet.  Curu- 
payty  was  also  constantly  bombarded. 

Some  ditches  were  dug;  alonsj  the  edsfe  of  those  lag^oons 
which  were  not  deep  enough  to  prevent  troops  from  ford- 
ing them.  After  a  few  days,  Lopez  got  news  that  two 
Argentine  divisions  were  preparing  to  embark  at  Itapiru, 
to  join  Porto  Alegre,  and  it  was  only  then  that  he  became 
alarmed  for  Curupayty.  He  adopted  a  suggestion  which 
I  had  made  to  him  some  days  before,  but  which  he  had 
paid  little  attention  to  at  the  time — viz.,  to  make  a  trench 
along  the  steep  bank  which  goes  from  the  battery  at 
Curupayty,  round  the  ^  carrizal,'  and  which  is  the  com- 
mencement of  the  plain  of  Curupayty.  He  saw  the 
necessity  of  getting  it  done  quickly.  He  said,  '  Things 
could  not  look  more  diabolical  than  they  do.'  He  rein- 
forced General  Diaz,  making  up  his  division  to  5,000, 
and  sent  more  field  artillery.  It  was  about  Septem- 
ber 8,  in  the  evening,  that  he  resolved  to  occupy 
the  position  of  Curupayty,  digging  the  trench,  which 
was  2,000  yards  long,  but  which,  if  done  by  the  time  the 
Allies  attacked  it,  would  be  of  great  use  to  him. 

*  This  I  never  heard  of  till  two  years  after  it  happened— such  was  the 
secrecy  kept  about  everything. 
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It  was  a  pitch-dark  night,  and  the  troops  and  artillery 
had  to  be  moved  to  the  new  position,  which  was  covered 
with  thick  jungle-wood,  and  through  which  it  was  necessary 
to  cut  a  road,  before  either  the  men  could  take  up  their  posi- 
tion, or  the  trench  be  marked  out.  The  confusion  of  that 
move  was  terrible — officers  looking  for  their  men,  and  men 
lookino;  for  their  officers.  A  vanfyuard  was  left  at  the 
trench  halfway  between  Curuzu  and  Curupayty.  If 
the  Brazilians  had  then  come  up,  they  would  have  had 
no  trouble  whatever.  The  trench  had  to  be  begun  in 
the  wood,  as  fast  as  the  latter  could  be  cut  down,  and 
without  paying  attention  to  more  than  its  general  outline. 
The  clay  there  was  extremely  hard,  and  the  picks  made 
scarcely  any  impression  on  it.  At  the  same  time,  new 
platforms  were  made  for  guns,  both  at  the  trench  and  on 
the  river — the  timber  being  always  cut  fresh  from  the 
woods,  as  there  was  never  any  in  stock.  Everything  was 
strained  to  get  the  works  advanced. 

Lopez  was  now  quite  persuaded  that  the  Allies  were 
about  to  give  him  the  coup  de  grace,  and  he  thought  of 
trying  to  come  to  terms  with  them,  or,  at  any  rate,  to 
gain  a  little  time  to  fortify  Curupayty.  On  September 
10,  therefore,  he  sent  a  letter  to  President  Mitre,  simply 
saying  he  had  the  honour  to  invite  him  to  a  personal 
interview,  at  any  time  and  place  Mitre  should  ap- 
point. The  letter  was  despatched  in  the  afternoon  by 
Colonel  Martinez,  mth  a  flag  of  truce  and  a  trumpeter. 
Notwithstanding  the  white  flag,  and  the  calls  of  the 
trumpeter  to  attention,  the  advanced  guards  kept  up  a 
fire  on  him,  and  Colonel  Martinez  had  to  withdraw.  He 
appeared  again  next  day,  when  he  was  well  received, 
being  also  told  that  the  officer  who  had  fired  on  him 
the  day  before  had  been  severely  punished.  His  letter 
was  taken  to  Mitre,  who  went  with  it  to  Polydoro's 
tent,  where  he  also  met  Flores ;  and  after  half-an-hour's 
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consultation,  he  wrote  an  answer,  saying  he  had  the 
honour  to  accept  Lopez'  invitation,  and  naming  the  next 
day,  at  9  a.m.,  between  the  advanced  guards  at  Yataity 
Cora,  for  the  interview.  He  then  sent  for  Martinez 
to  the  Brazilian  headquarters,  where  he  delivered  him  the 
letter  for  Lopez,  who  the  same  afternoon  returned  a  reply, 
that  he  should  be  at  the  place  indicated  punctually. 

Xext  morning  (September  12,  1866),  Lopez  put  on  a 
new  kepi,  and  a  new  uniform  frock-coat,  mthout  epau- 
lettes ;  he  also  wore  grenadier  boots  and  spurs,  which  he 
always  did,  in  imitation  of  Napoleon,  and  put  on  gloves. 
Over  all  he  put  his  favourite '  poncho,'  which  was  made  of 
scarlet  cloth  lined  with  '  vicuna,'  and  had  a  fringe  of  gold 
all  round  the  border,  with  a  collar  magnificently  em- 
broidered in  gold.  His  staff  were  all  in  the  undress 
camiseta  ;  General  Barrios,  and  his  brothers,  Benancio  and 
Benigno  Lopez,  went  with  him  also.  He  drove  in  a 
little  four-wheeled  American  carriage  as  far  as  the  trench, 
where  he  mounted  his  white  horse.  On  leaving  his  head- 
quarters with  his  cortege,  he  took  a  roundabout  road, 
starting  as  if  to  go  to  Paso  Gomez,  in  order  to  make  the 
enemy  believe  that  was  the  only  road  there  was. 

On  arriving  at  the  pass  which  leads  from  the  Para- 
guayan lines  into  Yataity  Cora,  it  was  e\ident  that 
Lopez  feared  Mitre  would  try  to  entrap  him  ;  for  he  had 
the  Battalion  of  Rifles  hidden  at  the  pass,  which  is  close 
to  where  the  meeting  took  place,  besides  the  usual  guards 
there.  He  took  A^ith  him,  as  an  ostensible  escort,  twenty- 
four  men  of  his  cavalry  guard,  and  about  fifty  officers 
composed  his  staff.  The  latter  kept  no  kind  of  order,  but 
rode  along  like  a  flock  of  sheep.  When  Lopez  had  crossed 
the  path  he  felt  faint,  and  had  a  glass  of  brandy-and- 
water;  he  then  went  on,  and  in  a  few  minutes  Mitre  was 
seen  coming,  with  a  small  staff  and  an  escort  of  twenty 
lancers.      Mitre  was  dressed  in  a  frock-coat  and  white 
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sword-belt,  wearing  an  old  breakdown  wideawake  hat, 
which  gave  him  quite  a  Quixotic  appearance.  The 
escorts  now  halted,  and  the  two  Presidents  alone  went 
forward,  and,  after  saluting  each  other,  got  off  their 
horses,  which  were  taken  by  their  orderlies,  and  began 
the  conference,  their  aides-de-camp  being  within  calling 
distance.  After  a  few  minutes.  Mitre  sent  to  invite  Flores 
and  Polydoro  to  salute  Lopez,  and  to  assist  at  the  inter- 
view^  The  latter  sent  word  that,  since  the  General-in- 
Chief  was  there,  his  presence  was  not  necessary.  Flores 
w^ent,  and  was  introduced  to  Lopez,  wdio  charged  him 
with  being  the  cause  of  the  war  by  procuring  the  Bra- 
zilian intervention  in  Monte  Video,  to  which  Flores  re- 
plied that  he  w^as  as  anxious  as  anyone  to  preserve  the 
independence  of  the  Banda  Oriental. 

Lopez  introduced  General  Barrios  and  his  two  brothers, 
and  Mitre  introduced  General  Hornos  and  some  others. 
After  a  short  time  Flores  left,  and  the  two  Presidents 
remained  alone.  They  talked  together  for  five  whole 
hours.  Lopez  had  chairs  and  a  table  brought,  and  they 
alternately  sat  and  walked.  Writing  materials  Avere  pro- 
duced, and  a  memorandum  written  of  the  interview,  stating 
that  his  Excellency  Marshal  Lopez  had  invited  President 
Mitre  to  consider  whether  the  blood  already  spilled  in  the 
war  was  not  sufficient  to  wipe  out  their  mutual  grievances  ; 
that  his  Excellency  President  Mitre  had  limited  his  reply 
to  saying  that  he  would  place  the  subject  before  the  Allied 
Governments,  which  alone  could  determine  the  matter. 

During  the  intervicAv,  when  Lopez  was  urging  his 
peaceful  sentiments.  Mitre  stated  to  him  that  he  could 
undertake  nothing  which  did  not  carry  out  fully  the 
secret  treaty,  and  asked  Lopez  whether,  even  in  that 
case,  he  thought  it  possible  to  leave  the  appeal  to  arms. 
Lopez  replied  that  he  could  never  accept  the  conditions 
of  that  treaty,  that   they  could  never  form  a   basis  for 
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a  treaty  of  peace,  and  that  if  they  were  the  only  condi- 
tions, he  would  resist  them  to  the  very  last.  They  had 
some  brandy-and-water  together,  Avhich  Lopez  sent  for, 
and  they  exchanged  their  riding-whips  in  remembrance  of 
the  day.  Mitre  told  Lopez  that  the  operations  of  the 
war  would  be  carried  on  with  the  greatest  vigour.  They 
then  parted. 

Lopez  looked  very  black  after  the  interview.  He 
stopped  and  had  dinner  at  a  house  on  the  way  back  to 
his  headquarters,  where  he  was  met  and  consoled  by  the 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Lynch. 

Mitre  behaved  in  a  most  gentlemanly  manner  through- 
out the  whole  affair.  Though  he  had  distinctly  told  Lopez 
that  the  operations  of  the  war  would  not  be  suspended, 
the  useless  daily  bombardments  were  stopped  for  a  day 
or  two,  as  if  in  courtesy  to  the  interview  which  had  taken 
place.  Two  of  Mitre's  aides-de-camp  obtained  permission, 
during  this  sort  of  understood  armistice,  to  go  and  talk  to 
the  Paraguayan  officers  at  the  advanced  guards.  They 
were  seized  by  Lopez  and  retained  prisoners,  dying  ulti- 
mately of  want  and  illtreatment.  The  allied  soldiers 
were  also  allowed  to  go  and  talk  to  the  Paraguayans  at 
the  advanced  guards.    These  were  only  sent  away. 

Lopez  profited  by  the  courtesy  of  General  Mitre  to  com- 
mit a  horrible  outrage  on  all  common  ideas  of  good  faith. 
Some  of  the  emigrant  Paraguayans  were  in  the  allied  army, 
serving  against  Lopez,  in  the  Paraguayan  Legion.  One 
of  these,  Don  Luciano  Kecalde,  had  left  Paraguay  in  the 
time  of  Lopez  I.,  the  Recaldes  being  a  marked  family. 
Another,  Ruiz,  on  the  day  of  the  interview,  with  one 
or  two  others,  Avent  to  the  Paraguayan  advanced  guards 
to  talk  to  them,  and  agreed  to  return  the  next  day,  bring- 
ing Luciano  Recalde  and  some  others  with  him,  to  take 
'  mate.'  This  was  reported  to  Lopez,  who  sent  Colonel 
(then  Lieutenant)  Montiel  to  lay  an  ambush  for  them. 
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and  to  seize  them.  Next  day,  accordingly,  Montiel  an 
two  or  three  more  hid  themselves  in  the  grass,  and,  while 
the  ^mate'  was  being  taken,  sprung  upon  the  visitors, 
securing  Kuiz,  and  another  called  Soriano,  after 
wounding  them  badly ;  Recalde  got  away.  Lopez  was 
much  pleased  with  the  capture,  and  had  Ruiz  and  his 
companion  flogged  to  death.  These  Paraguayans  were 
with  General  Flores,  who,  when  he  heard  what  had 
taken  place,  immediately  opened  a  fierce  bombardment 
upon  Paso  Gomez. 

From  about  this  time,  any  Paraguayans  who  had  been 
taken  prisoners  at  Uruguayana,  and  who  returned  to 
Lopez'  army,  were  flogged  to  death,  it  being  said  that 
they  ought  to  have  come  before. 

On  the  evening  of  September  12,  the  day  of  the  meet- 
ing between  Lopez  and  Mitre,  the  1st  and  2nd  Argentine 
corps  d'armee  were  embarked  at  Itapiru,  and  sent  to 
Curuzu,  everything  being  prepared  for  a  grand  attack  on 
Curupayty. 

The  Paraguayans  worked  very  hard  at  the  fortifications 
of  the  latter  place.  Eight  8-inch  guns  were  mounted, 
two  exclusively  playing  on  the  land  front,  and  four  ex- 
clusively on  the  river ;  the  other  two,  on  the  right  flank, 
playing  both  on  the  land  and  on  the  river.  Several  32- 
pounders  were  mounted  both  at  the  trench  and  in  the 
river-battery,  and  five  12-pounders  and  four  9-pounders 
(Flores'  guns,  being  all  the  rifled  artillery  the  Paraguayans 
possessed)  were  placed  in  position  at  the  trench.  There 
were,  altogether,  forty-nine  guns  and  two  rocket-stands, 
thirteen  of  the  guns  belonging  to  the  river-battery,  and 
the  remainder  to  the  trench.  The  river-battery  was 
commanded  by  Captain  Ortiz  and  Major  Sayas,  who  was 
let  out  of  prison  to  take  part  in  the  action.  In  the  trench, 
the  artillery  on  the  right  was  commanded  by  Captain 
Gill,  in  the  centre  by  Captain  Saguier,  and  on  the  left 
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ajy  Colonel  (then  Major)  Hermosa.  General  Diaz  com- 
manded in  chief.  The  infantry  was  under  Colonel  Gon- 
zalez, and  numbered  5,000. 

On  the  evening  of  September  21,  Lopez  sent  me  to 
examine  and  report  upon  the  state  of  Curupayty.  Every- 
thing was  just  ready.  The  trench  was  finished  to  a  depth 
of  six  feet  and  a  width  of  eleven,  and  the  guns  were  all 
mounted.  A  thin  abatis  was  finished  all  along  the  front 
of  the  trench,  and  I  reported  to  Lopez  that  the  position 
was  very  strong,  and  could  be  held  with  great  advantage. 

The  right  of  the  trench  rested  on  the  river,  and  the 
left  on  the  Laguna  Lopez,  care  being  taken  to  make  it 
impossible  for  the  enemy  to  march  round  through  the 
water  and  flank  the  position,  as  they  had  done  at  Curuzu. 

Lopez  was  in  bed,  unwell,  at  the  time ;  but  the  news 
revived  him,  and  General  Diaz  soon  after  arrived  in  high 
spirits,  so  that  Lopez  gave  up  desponding,  and  became 
eager  for  the  attack. 

The  great  battle  took  place  on  September  22,  1866. 
It  was  begun  by  the  fleet  (which  now  had  eight  iron- 
clads) bombarding  heavily,  two  ironclads,  the  ^  Brazil '  and 
the  ^  Barroso,'  steaming  up  and  anchoring  in  the  rear  of  the 
battery — doing  however  very  little  damage,  on  account  of 
the  height  of  the  cliff".  The  battery  kept  up  a  continual  fire 
on  them,  leaving  them  full  of  indentations.  A  loO-pounder 
ball  struck  one  of  the  Paraguayan  8-inch  guns  in  the 
river-battery,  cutting  off  the  muzzle  halfway  up  the  chase, 
and  dismounting  the  gun.  The  same  shot  killed  Major 
Say  as.  This  gun  was  afterwards  used  all  through  the 
war,  being  generally  placed  at  the  trenches,  where  it 
would  be  more  used  for  grape. 

At  12  o'clock  the  allied  army  advanced,  in  four  columns, 
to  the  attack — one  going  towards  the  Paraguayan  left, 
two  towards  the  centre,  and  one  towards  the  right — 
alone  the  bank  of  the  river.     The  last-mentioned  had  a 
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good  road  all  the  way,  and  some  of  the  men  reached 
the  trench,  two  or  three  being  knocked  into  it.  Some 
of  the  men  of  the  centre  columns  also  reached  the 
trench,  but  none  of  those  who  were  to  attack  the  left  got 
near  it. 

As  soon  as  the  Allies  left  their  camp  at  Curuzu,  the 
Paraguayans  opened  fire  on  them  with  their  artillery. 
When  they  came  to  close  quarters,  notwithstanding  the 
gallant  manner  in  which  they  advanced,  the  Allies  were 
thrown  into  disorder  by  the  terrible  artillery-fire  from  the 
Paraguayan  trenches,  which  was  crossed  upon  them  from 
all  sides — the  enormous  canisters  of  the  8-inch  e^uns  doinjr 
terrible  execution  at  a  distance  of  two  or  three  hundred 
yards.  Some  of  the  Argentine  commanding-officers,  on 
horseback,  got  quite  to  the  edge  of  the  trench,  where  they 
were  animating  their  soldiers,  but  almost  all  of  them  were 
killed.  The  column  which  attacked  the  right  had  the 
best  road,  but  it  was  subject  the  whole  way  to  enfilade- 
fire,  and  when  near  the  trench  had  the  concentrated 
fire  of  canister  from  many  guns  upon  it.  The  columns 
of  the  centre  and  left  were  detained  a  long  time  on  the 
road,  by  the  many  almost  impassable  marshes  they  had 
to  cross. 

The  Allies  placed  a  field-battery  on  a  small  height 
opposite  the  Paraguayan  left,  which  however  did  no 
damage,  and  was  soon  dismounted.  They  also  sent  two 
battalions  into  the  Chaco,  opposite  the  battery,  to  enfilade 
the  trenches.  The  Allies  kept  up  a  good  fire  of  musketry 
with  their  rifles,  as  soon  as  they  got  into  range ;  but  only 
killed  or  wounded  a  very  few  artillerymen,  as  the  Para- 
guayan infantry  sat  down  behind  the  parapet  till  the  Allies 
came  within  range  of  their  poor  old  flint  muskets,  when 
they  got  up  and  opened  fire. 

The  allied  soldiers  carried  fascines,  made  of  rushes  and 
canes,  to  fill  up  the  trench,  and  scaling-ladders   15  feet 
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long.  They  also  carried  their  saucepans,  &c.,  intending 
to  sup  at  Humaita. 

When  Mitre,  who  was  standing  on  the  ex-Paraguayan 
trench  of  Curuzii,  saw  that  the  attack  was  hopeless,  he 
ordered  a  retreat,  immense  numbers  being  left  on  the 
field.  The  loss  of  the  Allies  was  about  9,000  killed  and 
wounded.  The  official  reports  gave  them  as  only  2,000 
Argentines  and  2,000  Brazilians.  There  were  more  than 
5,000  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Paraguayans,  on  the  field, 
and  in  the  hospital  at  Corrientes  alone  there  were  104 
officers  and  1,000  men,  all  Argentines  sent  from  Curu- 
payty.  The  Argentine  official  reports  give  153  officers, 
(including  16  field-officers),  and  1,843  rank  and  file,  killed 
and  wounded,  and  the  Brazilian  give  200  officers  and  1,700 
rank  and  file. 

Tamandare's  report  on  the  losses  of  the  fleet  that  day, 
gives  2  officers  and  19  men  killed  and  wounded,  but  one 
ironclad  alone  had  27  hors  de  combat,  Tamandare  reported 
that  several  of  the  armour-plates  were  broken,  and  that 
many  of  their  bolts  were  shot  out — also  that  the  timber 
backing  of  the  plates  sufi'ered  very  much.  Two  68- 
pounders  of  the  'Barroso'  were  dismounted,  and  many 
balls  entered  the  portholes  of  the  vessels  engaged. 

The  brave  Aro:entine  Colonel  Rivas  was  wounded,  and 
was  made  a  General  on  the  field  of  battle.  Colonel  Char- 
lone  was  wounded  close  to  the  Paraguayan  trench,  and 
four  of  his  soldiers  were  carrying  him  away,  when  a 
canister-shot  killed  them  all  five. 

The  losses  of  the  Paraguayans  were  incredibly  small — 
altogether,  only  fifty-four  killed  and  wounded,  the  greater 
number  of  these  having  been  struck  by  the  bullets 
from  the  riflemen  in  the  Chaco.  Lieutenant  Lescano, 
a  favourite  aide-de-camp  of  Lopez,  was  killed  by  one 
of  them,  being  shot  through  the  neck.  Lieutenant 
Urdapilleta  was  wounded  by  them  in  the  arm. 
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After  the  enemy  had  retreated,  Lopez  ordered  the  12th 
Battalion  to  go  outside  the  trenches,  to  gather  the  arms 
and  spoils,  in  addition  to  which  they  also  massacred  the 
wounded.  These  were  asked  if  they  could  walk,  and 
those  who  answered  in  the  negative  were  immediately 
killed.  Hardly  any  could  walk,  as  those  who  were  able 
to  do  so  had  already  made  their  way  back  to  their  own 
lines.  A  Lieutenant  Quinteros,  who  had  his  knee  broken, 
was  asked  ;  when  he  said  that  he  could  not,  and  the  soldier 
began  to  load  his  musket,  Quinteros  managed  to  crawl 
along,  and  was  saved. 

About  half-a-dozen  only  were  taken  prisoners,  all  the 
rest  being  killed.  Two  Paraguayans,  from  Uruguayana, 
were  captured,  and  General  Diaz  hanged  these,  on  his  own 
responsibility,  on  trees.  One  of  them  was  a  long  time 
dying,  and  begged  Diaz  to  have  him  killed —  that  he  was 
suffering  terribly.  Diaz  said  that  was  just  what  he 
wished  him  to  do. 

The  12th  Battalion  returned,  all  clothed  in  Argentine 
uniform,  which  had  been  taken  from  the  dead  ;  and  they 
took  many  watches,  sovereigns,  &c.,  the  allied  troops 
having  been  lately  paid.  Several  battalions  were  clothed 
with  the  uniforms  of  the  dead,  and  three  thousand  and  some 
hundreds  of  Liege  rifles  were  taken  in  good  condition, 
the  oTcater  number  havino;  been  shot  and  damao-ed.     A 

O  ^5  O 

great  many  sovereigns  were  brought,  which  Mrs.  Lynch 
bought  up  for  paper-money.  Many  drums  and  bugles 
were  taken,  but  no  colours. 

Durino;  the  bombardment  the  Brazilian  fleet  threw 
about  5,000  bombs.  They  fired  some  very  beautiful 
1 -pounder  Whitworth  rifled  balls  and  percussion-shells. 
These  are  so  pretty  that  it  would  be  almost  a  consolation 
to  be  killed  by  one.  The  Paraguayans  fired  about  7,000 
rounds  of  artillery  altogether. 

General  Diaz  was  on  horseback  during  the  whole  of  the 
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engagement,  and  in  great  spirits,  ordering  music  and 
reveilles  to  be  played. 

During  this  battle,  Lopez  was  at  his  house  at  Paso 
Pucu,  and,  once  forgetting  himself,  came  out  beyond  his 
earthwork,  when  the  whistling  of  a  ball  was  heard,  and 
he  immediately  made  a  rush  behind  it.  These  displays 
had  no  other  influence  on  his  people  than  to  make  them 
beg  him  not  to  expose  himself  so  much. 

At  night  General  Diaz  went  up,  and  had  a  champagne 
supper  with  Lopez,  who  became  quite  elevated  by  what 
he  drank,  and  made  a  great  noise,  the  only  time  this 
happened. 

The  dead  were  thrown  into  the  ditches,  which  have 
been  mentioned  as  havino;  been  duec  alono^  the  edo-e  of  the 
lagoons  in  front  of  Curupayty,  being  covered  only  by 
the  water.  The  lagoons  themselves  were  also  full  of 
dead.  When  the  ditches  were  full,  the  remainder  was 
thrown  into  the  river.  All  were  stripped,  as  clothing  was 
very  scarce  in  the  Paraguayan  army. 

At  the  same  time  that  Curupayty  was  attacked,  Poly- 
doro  had  orders  to  assault  the  centre  at  Paso  Gomez. 
This  he  did  not  do,  but  contented  himself  with  forming 
his  men  outside  his  trench,  in  order  to  make  the  Para- 
guayans believe  that  he  was  going  to  advance.  Had  he 
assaulted  Paso  Gomez,  he  would  have  been  even  more 
fearfully  cut  up  than  Mitre  was  at  Curupayty,  for  he 
would  have  been  exposed  both  to  a  front  and  a  flank  fire, 
and  had  a  worse  road  than  that  at  Curupayty,  and  no 
fleet  to  assist  him.  He  was  very  much  blamed  by  the 
Allies,  but,  as  things  turned  out,  he  did  quite  right. 

General  Flores,  with  the  allied  cavalry,  marched  round 

the  Paraguayan  left,  crossing  the  Bellaco  at  Paso  Canoa, 

killing  and  taking  some  twenty  men  who  were  on  guard 

there,   and  nearly  reached   Tuyucue,*  staying  for  some 

*  Tuyucue,  mud  that  was  :  the  name  of  a  viUage. 
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time  on  the  height  just  above  Paso  Canoa.  Lopez  had 
several  battalions  and  regiments  in  reserve  at  Paso  Pucu. 
These  he  did  not  move  until  the  victory  was  decided  at 
Curupayty,  when  he  sent  the  12th  Battalion  down  there 
to  collect  arms,  and  despatched  two  regiments  of  cavalry 
to  cut  off  General  Flores — who,  however,  knew  that  the 
attack  on  Curupayty  had  failed,  and  withdrew  in  time. 
On  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  Flores  went  for  a  short 
time  to  Monte  Video. 

The  Aro-entines  were  all  embarked  at  Curuzu,  and 
returned  to  Tuyuti,*  leaving  only  the  Brazilians,  under 
Porto  Alegre,  at  Curuzu.  These,  still  numbering  about 
8,000  sound  men,  worked  vigorously  at  entrenching 
themselves. 

If  Curupayty  had  been  attacked  by  night,  there  would 
have  been  a  chance  of  success;  but  there  was  none 
whatever  in  attacking  it  by  day,  after  giving  the  Para- 
guayans all  the  time  they  required  to  fortify  it. 

After  this  battle,  no  more  actions  of  any  consequence 
took  place  for  fourteen  months,  when  the  Paraguayans 
burned  and  sacked  the  allied  camp  at  Tuyuti,  the 
Allies  remaining  perfectly  passive  till  February  1868. 

*  Tuyuti,  mud  white,  or  white  mud.  The  name  of  a  pass  in  the  allied 
camp  on  the  Bellaco,  which  gave  its  name  to  the  whole  of  the  site  of  that 
camp. 
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CHAPTER  XIY. 

THE  ALLIES  DO  NOTHING — CHOLERA — WHITWORTH's  ARTILLERY  AND 
THE  OLD  SMOOTHBORE  GrNS — DEATH  OF  GENERAL  DIAZ — MANU- 
PACTTJRES  IN  PARAGUAY  —  ANNIHILATION  OF  THE  BRAZILIAN 
EXPEDITION  TO  MATTO-GROSSO. 

After  the  Battle  of  Curupayty,  nothing  was  at- 
tempted on  either  side  for  a  long  time.  Lopez  had  no 
men  to  throw  away  on  an  attack,  and  the  Allies  ruminated 
upon  their  defeat. 

The  fleet  daily  bombarded  Curupayty  for  eighteen 
months,  thinking  nothing  of  throwing  2,000  shells 
before  breakfast,  and  their  official  reports  often  showed 
4,000  a  day.  Curuzti  was  also  armed  with  a  battery  of 
Whitworth's  32-pounders  and  12-pounders,  and  a  battery 
of  Lahitte's  32-pounders^  which  vomited  their  fire  con- 
tinually on  the  devoted  Curupayty.  All  the  fire  was  so 
badly  directed  that  hardly  any  damage  was  done.  Cer- 
tainly not  a  hundred  men  altogether  were  killed  and 
wounded  by  the  fire  of  the  fleet  during  this  time.  The 
Brazilians  had  all  their  fuzes  cut  to  a  certain  lenoth, 
which,  as  the  fuzes  were  very  bad  at  first,  did  not  cause 
the  shells  to  burst  at  equal  ranges.  About  a  quarter 
of  their  shells  broke  in  the  gun  at  the  moment  it  was 
fired,  being  bad  castings,  and  also  being,  by  Whitworth's 
system,  subjected  to  a  very  severe  strain :  about  a  quarter 
did  not  burst  at  all,  and  the  remainder  exploded  at  all 
sorts  of  distances.  The  Paraguayans  had  huts  made 
under  cover  of  the  parapets,  so  that  very  few  men  were 
ever  exposed    but  the  soldiers  suffered  in  health  from 
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being  kept  always  behind  the  parapets.  One  powder- 
magazine  was  blown  up  by  a  shell,  but  luckily  little 
damage  was  done. 

The  fleet  would  sometimes  be  silent  a  day — sometimes 
break  out  into  a  furious  bombardment  at  night,  when  it 
was  very  beautiful  to  watch  the  trajectory  of  the  shells 
by  their  fuzes.  The  Brazilians  would  put  all  sorts  of 
things  into  their  guns  besides  the  shot — such  as  firebars, 
pieces  of  chain,  &c. ;  and  once  they  sent  a  piece  of 
2-inch  square  iron,  two  feet  long. 

When  the  bombardments  began,  the  Paraguayans, 
who  had  supplied  themselves  with  horns  for  the  purpose, 
opened  a  horrible  note,  which  began  at  one  end  of  the 
line,  and  was  successively  taken  up,  right  to  the  other  end, 
making  a  fearful  din.  These  horns  had  a  small  hole  at 
the  point,  where  they  were  blown,  something  like  a  trum- 
pet. They  were  called  '  turutiitus,'  and  irritated  Caxias 
very  much. 

The  fleet  had  a  vanguard  of  ironclads,  which  were 
anchored  in  range  of  the  battery  of  Curupayty,  though 
they  could  not  be  seen  from  it,  as  they  were  behind  a 
projecting  point  of  wood.  They  were,  however,  visible 
from  the  extreme  right  of  the  battery.  This  vanguard 
was  relieved  every  fortnight,  when  the  whole  fleet  was 
put  in  motion,  and  some  of  the  ironclads  came  in  view 
of  the  battery,  when  they  were  of  course  saluted,  and 
always  received  some  small  damage.  In  February  1867, 
the  commanders  of  the  ironclads  '  Herbal '  and  '  Silvado  ' 
were  both  killed,  and  a  ball  went  right  through  the  side 
of  the  '  Cabral.'  The  *  Belmonte  '  gunboat  was  once  set  on 
fire  by  a  Paraguayan  shell,  and  was  saved  with  diflftculty. 
The  hospital  ship  at  Curuzu  was  destroyed  by  fire.  The 
steamer  '  Marquez  de  Caxias  '  was  burned  by  accident 
at  Corrientes,  in  the  beginnino;  of  1867. 

The  ironclad  '  Brazil,'  after  the  attack  on  Curupayty, 
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was  sent  to  Rio  Janeiro  to  be  repaired,  and  did  not 
return  till  May  1867,  at  which  period  there  were  already 
twelve  ironclads  in  the  fleet. 

In  January  1867,  three  ironclads  steamed  up  in  front 
of  the  batteries  and  bombarded  them,  but  a^ain  retired 
without  having  done  any  damage. 

There  were  some  mortar-boats,  carrying  13-inch  mor- 
tars, in  the  Brazilian  fleet,  and  these,  too,  continually  sent 
their  shells  into  Curupayty.  In  December  1866,  two 
small  ironclads  and  a  mortar-boat  were  sent  into  the 
Lake  Piris,  which  they  were  enabled  to  enter  by  widen- 
ing the  mouth,  to  bombard  the  Potrero  Sauce.  This  was 
done  several  times,  but  without  any  efl'ect.  Nothing  was 
visible  from  the  Lake  Piris,  except  the  woods  which 
surrounded  the  Paraguayan  position. 

In  January  1867,  a  gunboat  went  up  the  Parana  to 
Itati,  to  reconnoitre.  On  its  arrival  the  small  Para- 
guayan guard  there  retreated  to  the  woods,  when  the 
crew  of  the  gunboat  landed,  and  went  to  the  guardhouse, 
beginning  to  pick  some  Indian-corn  which  was  growing 
close  to  it.  While  thus  engaged,  the  Paraguayan  guard 
fell  upon  them,  killing  a  lieutenant  and  several  of  the 
crew  ;  the  rest  escaped. 

In  May  1867,  the  fleet  bombarded  heavily,  day  and 
night,  wasting  immense  quantities  of  ammunition. 

On  December  21,  1866,  Admiral  Tamandare  was 
relieved  by  Admiral  Ignacio,  to  the  great  delight  of  both 
the  army  and  navy,  as  everyone  was  tired  of  the  in- 
action of  the  fleet,  and  it  had  been  proved  that  the  iron- 
clads could  stay  under  the  fire  of  the  batteries  without 
any  very  grave  consequences.  Ignacio,  however,  only 
marked  the  beginning  of  his  reign  by  doubling  the 
intensity  of  the  bombardment. 

The  allied  army,  after  the  defeat  at  Curupayty,  occu- 
pied itself  exclusively  in  fortifying   both   Curuzu   and 
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Tuyuti.  x\t  the  foniier  place  strong  trenches  were  dug, 
and  a  citadel  erected,  all  well  armed  with  artillery. 
Porto  Alegre,  the  commander,  lived,  for  convenience, 
on  a  steamer  which  lay  alongside  the  shore.  The  men 
were  very  much  cramped,  and  suiFered  a  good  deal  from 
the  Paraguayan  bombardments. 

On  November  20,  1866,  the  Marquez  de  Caxias, 
'  Marshal  of  the  Army,'  arrived  to  take  command  of  the 
whole  of  the  Brazilian  forces.  The  fleet  was  conse- 
quently under  his  command,  it  having  hitherto  been  a 
separate  power,  acting  only  by  the  will  of  the  Admiral. 
Polydoro  went  back  to  Brazil.  Porto  Alegre  also  amused 
himself  for  three  months  in  Brazil,  from  December  to 
March,  leaving  General  Argollo  in  command  at  Curuzu. 
When  he  returned,  Argollo  went  to  Tuyuti,  and  took 
the  command  there. 

After  the  Battle  of  Curupayty,  General  Paunero,  with 
4,000  Argentines,  was  sent  to  quell  an  insurrection  in 
the  Andes,  which  threatened  to  give  some  trouble.  With 
the  new  contingents,  which  daily  arrived,  the  Argentine 
army,  in  January  1867,  numbered  14,000  men.  News  of 
these  petty  revolutions  was  always  conveyed  to  Lopez, 
who  used  to  encourage  his  men  by  telling  them  that  the 
Argentines  would  very  soon  have  to  leave  the  war  on 
that  account. 

The  first  act  of  Caxias,  on  assuming  the  command  of 
the  Brazilians,  was  to  publish  an  Order  of  the  Day,  pro- 
hibiting Brazilian  officers  from  wearing  any  device  what- 
ever, which  should  distinguish  them  from  the  common 
soldiers,  excepting  their  swords.  Their  kepis  were  all  to 
be  covered  with  white,  like  those  of  the  soldiers.  This 
measure  was  taken  because  the  Paraguayans  used  to  see 
when  a  group  of  men  were  officers,  and  fire  at  them 
accordingly.  Caxias'  other  great  measure  was  a  promise, 
which  he  made  in  January  1867,  to  be  in  Kio  Janeiro  in  the 
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following  May,  after  having  completed  the  conquest  of 
Lopez.  Beyond  this5Caxias  did  nothing  for  fifteen  months. 

In  September  1866,  the  first  draughts  of  a  new  con- 
tingent of  20,000  Brazilians  began  to  arrive,  and  con- 
tinued coming  in  slowly.  At  the  end  of  the  same  year, 
2,000  Brazilians  were  armed  with  needle-guns. 

General  Osorio  was  marching  from  Rio  Grande,  with 
an  army  of  12,000  men,  with  the  view  of  invading 
Paraguay  by  the  way  of  Encarnacion,  and  marching  into 
the  heart  of  it  from  that  place.  This  was  what  Porto 
Alegre  was  to  have  done  formerly,  but  neither  he  nor 
Osorio  carried  it  out.  Had  it  been  done,  the  war  must 
have  been  ended  by  it. 

To  keep  up  the  spirits  of  the  allied  soldiers,  a  story 
was  told  them  that  there  was  a  revolution  iu  Paraguay ; 
that  three  of  the  Uruguayana  prisoners  had  made  a 
journey  throughout  the  country,  and,  wherever  they  felt 
it  safe  to  do  so,  had  spoken  to  the  people,  and  gained 
over  many  to  revolt ;  that  300  of  these  had  taken  arms, 
and  were  entrenched  at  Bobi,  a  place  beyond  Encar- 
nacion ;  that  Lopez  had  sent  600  men  to  follow  them 
up,  and  that  Mitre  had  ordered  General  Osorio  to  go  to 
their  assistance.  General  Castro,  the  Oriental,  believed 
this  story  himself,  and  wrote  of  it  as  a  fact  to  a  friend. 

President  Mitre  himself  left  the  seat  of  war  in  the 
beginning  of  February  1867,  leaving  Caxias  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  allied  armies.  He  was  induced 
to  leave,  temporarily,  by  the  Argentine  revolution,  which 
was  assuming  alarming  proportions.  It,  however,  came 
to  nothing. 

People  in  the  River  Plate  now  lost  all  interest  in  the 
war,  and  it  was  almost  forgotten,  as  nothing  whatever 
was  being  done. 

Paso  la  Patria,  now  called  by  the  Allies  Itapiru, 
became  quite  a  commercial  place ;  and  in  the  camp  at 
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Tuyiiti,  many  shops  were  erected,  and  almost  anything 
could  be  bought  for  money.  Change  being  scarce,  a  new 
system  was  introduced;  silver  dollars  were  cut  with  a 
chisel  and  hammer  into  halves  and  quarters,  which  passed 
current  as  half-dollars  and  quarter-dollars.  Theatres 
were  started  in  the  allied  camp,  and  even  Maua's  Bank 
had  a  branch  at  Paso  la  P atria. 

Double  lines  of  trenches  were  made  at  Tuyuti,  with 
many  redoubts.  A  fort  was  also  made  at  Paso  la  Patria. 
Whitworth  32-pounders  were  placed  in  the  batteries  all 
along  the  front,  and  at  Potrero  Piris,  together  with  mor- 
tars, which  daily  bombarded  the  Paraguayan  camp,  doing 
however  no  damage. 

Brazilian  slaves  were  impressed  by  the  Government  and 
sent  to  the  war,  as  it  was  found  impossible  to  recruit  any 
more  freemen  in  Brazil. 

Cholera  played  a  terrible  part  in  the  war,  in  1867.  It 
appeared  at  Kio  Janeiro  in  February,  and  at  Paso  la  Patria 
on  March  26.  In  three  days  its  ravages  were  fearful  all 
over  the  army.  At  Curuzu  4,000  men  were  attacked,  and 
2,400  of  them,  including  87  officers,  died.  Fifty  men  there 
were  kept  day  and  night  digging  graves,  working  by 
reliefs.  All  this  was  visible  from  the  Paraguayan  watch- 
towers.  Porto  Alegre  behaved  very  well,  visiting  his 
sick  day  and  night. 

In  Tuyuti  it  was  not  quite  so  bad,  yet  many  fell  victims 
to  it.  At  the  beginning  of  May  there  were  1 3,000  Bra- 
zilians in  hospital.  To  hide  as  much  as  possible  this  terrible 
state  of  things,  newspaper  correspondents  were  not  per- 
mitted in  the  allied  camp. 

The  plan  for  Osorio  to  cross  the  Parana  at  Encar- 
nacion  was  given  up,  and  he  was  ordered  to  march 
towards  Paso  la  Patria,  as  Porto  Alegre  had  done ;  and 
2,000  Brazilians  were  embarked  at  Itapiru,  and  sent  up 
the  Parana  to  meet  him,  with  the  view  of  crossino:  some- 
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where  between  Paso  la  Patria  and  Encarnacion.  This  last 
idea  was  also  given  up,  and  Osorio,  advancing  to  the  head 
of  his  army,  was  met  at  Itati  by  Caxias,  in  the  beginning 
of  May,  after  which  he  returned  and  brought  his  army 
to  Paso  la  Patria,  where  it  crossed  the  Parana  into 
Paraguay. 

On  May  29,  on  account  of  the  great  rise  of  the  river, 
which  almost  covered  the  camp,  the  army  of  Curuzu. 
had  to  be  embarked,  with  all  its  artillery,  and  was  taken 
round  to  Tuyuti.  It  had  been  encamped  for  nine  months 
in  one  of  the  most  unhealthy  spots  which  could  have  been 
chosen  for  it.  The  stoves  at  Itapiru  were  also  en- 
dangered by  the  rise  of  the  river,  and  had  to  be 
re- embarked. 

A  battalion  of  men  called  the  Garibaldinos,  which  had 
been  encamped  in  the  Cbaco  since  the  attack  upon  Curu- 
payty,  was  left  there.  It  was  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
in  the  Piacho  Quia.* 

Caxias  got  out  a  balloon,  which  cost  15,000  dollars,  and 
a  Frenchman  was  to  ascend  in  it,  to  view  the  Paraguayan 
lines.  Just  as  he  was  about  to  go  up  in  it,  the  balloon 
caught  fire  and  Avas  burned.  The  Frenchman  was  said 
to  have  been  about  to  set  fire  to  the  Brazilian  powder- 
magazines,  and  then  to  escape  in  the  balloon.  He  was 
tried  by  court-martial,  and  sentenced  to  death.  The  sen- 
tence, however,  was  not  carried  out.  Two  new  balloons 
were  now  brought  from  Pio  Janeiro,  and  an  American 
to  manipulate  them.  One  of  them  was  forty  feet  in 
diameter,  and  the  other  thirty.  The  first  ascent  was 
made  in  June  1867.  The  balloon  was  retained  by  three 
ropes,  held  by  soldiers  on  the  ground,  to  prevent  its  being 
carried  away.  The  greatest  height  it  ascended  to  Avas  180 
yards  from  the  ground.  It  was  moved  along  by  the  men, 
with  the  ropes,  over  the  whole  length  of  the  allied  camp, 

*  Quid,  dirtv. 
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being  directed  by  flag-signals  from  the  aeronauts.  The 
balloon  was  always  kept  out  of  range  of  the  Paraguayan 
guns,  which  however  often  fired  at  it,  as  it  was  fre- 
quently u^ed,  and  on  one  occasion  four  of  the  soldiers 
holding  the  ropes  were  wounded.  From  the  balloon  the 
Allies  counted  106  guns  and  three  mortars  in  the  Para- 
guayan lines,  besides  those  in  Curupayty  and  Sauce, 
which  were  not  visible.  Whenever  the  balloon  appeared, 
the  Paraguayans  made  a  great  smoke  in  front  of  their 
trenches,  to  hide  them — the  fires,  with  grass  to  make  them 
smoke,  being  prepared  beforehand. 

A  telegraph  on  posts  was  established  between  Caxias' 
headquarters  and  the  battery  of  Potrero  Piris,  and  another 
line  to  Paso  la  Patria. 

Caxias  was  said,  in  the  allied  camp,  to  receive  con- 
tinually letters  from  some  one  in  Lopez'  camp,  informing 
him  of  everything  which  went  on  there.  It  is  enough 
to  say  that  it  would  have  been  impossible,  from  the  sys- 
tem of  espionage,  for  anyone  in  the  Paraguayan  camp 
to  have  passed  those  letters  without  Lopez  knowing  it. 

All  this  time  the  Paraguayans  were  occupied  in  forti- 
fying themselves.  The  trench  at  Curupayty  was  con- 
tinually worked  at  by  the  garrison,  making  it  deeper  and 
wider.  The  parapet  and  banquette  were  heightened,  and 
hide  huts  built  against  the  parapet,  in  such  a  manner  as 
not  to  disturb  the  fire  of  the  infantry  in  case  of  an  attack. 
The  batteries  on  the  river  were  augmented  by  artillery 
brought  from  Humaita,  till  they  counted  thirty-five 
guns,  Humaita  being  left  vvdth  only  three  8-inch  guns 
and  a  few  32-  and  24-pounders.  Two  24-pounders  were 
sent  to  the  arsenal,  where  they  were  bored  and  rifled  to 
throw  5 6 -pounder  shots,  and  were  then  sent  down  to 
Curupayty.  These  did  not  answer  well,  the  range  being 
only  1,500  yards.  A  large  gun,  weighing  twelve  tons, 
and  throwing  a  spherical  10-inch  shot,  was  cast  at  Ybycui, 
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and  taken  to  tlie  arsenal  at  Asuncion,  where  it  was  bored 
and  mounted.  This  gun  was  cast  from  bells  contributed 
by  all  the  churches  in  the  country,  and  in  consequence 
was  called  the  '  Christian.'  It  was  placed  in  position 
at  Curupayty. 

Many  guns  were  made  in  the  arsenal  at  Asuncion — 
some  of  iron  and  others  of  brass,  24-pounders  and  18- 
pounders  of  iron,  and  two  batteries  of  brass  9-pounder 
rifled  guns,  to  fit  the  9-pounder  Lahitte  shells  which  the 
enemy  sent  over  in  profusion,  and  the  greater  part  of 
which  did  not  burst.  Two  batteries  of  smoothbore 
4-pounders,  taken  at  Coimbra,  were  rifled  to  fit  the 
same  shot,  and  five  sound  old  9-pounder  guns  were 
bored  and  rifled  to  fit  the  enemy's  Lahitte  32-pounders, 
and  did  great  execution.  One  of  these  five,  an  iron  gun, 
had  a  range  of  5,300  yards,  with  5 lbs.  of  powder,  and 
15°  elevation.  There  were  also  four  or  five  batteries 
of  3-pounder  rifled  guns  made.  These  guns  weighed 
3  cwt.  each,  and  threw  a  long  bolt  If  inch  in  diameter 
and  5  inches  long.  These  did  not  answer  very  well, 
probably  from  the  turn  of  the  rifling  not  being  rapid 
enough.  A  heavy  5 6 -pounder  iron  gun  was  sent  up  to 
the  arsenal,  and  bored  and  rifled  to  throw  a  150-pounder 
shot.  The  breech  was  turned  down,  and  wrought-iron 
rings  shrunk  on.  The  shot  were  square-headed  bolts, 
chilled  (an  article  about  Palliser's  shot  had  been  seen  some- 
where), and  were  fitted  with  a  soft  brass  expanding  ring. 
They  were  exactly  like  the  morions  of  the  dragoons 
of  Lopez'  escort,  who,  from  the  brass  rims  on  the  top  of 
their  hats,  were  called  ^  Aca-vera '  (or  shining  heads),  and 
the  gun  was  christened  the  ^  Aca-vera.'  It  was  placed  in  po- 
sition at  Humaita,  and,  after  some  service,  the  breech  was 
blown  out.  Some  old  iron  guns  were  cut  down  into  mor- 
tars, and  had  wrought-iron  hoops,  with  trunnions  on  them, 
shrunk  on.     Three  were   10-inch,  and  two   8-inch.     A 
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5-inch  brass  mortar  was  also  made.  Another  gun  was 
made  of  brass,  weighing  seven  tons,  and  was  bored  to 
fit  Whitworth's  32-pounder  shot,  of  which  the  Para- 
guayans had  collected  a  large  stock.  This  gun  was  called 
the  'General  Diaz.'  It  was  a  very  bad  casting,  and  after 
about  sixty  shots  had  been  fired  from  it,  the  hexagonal  bore 
became  so  imperfect  that  it  broke  all  the  shells  which 
were  fired  from  it.  It  was  sent  back  to  Asuncion  in 
March  1868,  and  broken  up.  Three  batteries  of  rifled 
howitzers,  with  a  peculiar  kind  of  shrapnel  shell,  were 
alr.o  made  from  my  designs.  These  weighed  each  12  cwt. 
and  their  chambers  contained  1  lb.  of  powder.  They 
threw  either  a  spherical  12-pounder  shot,  a  Lahitte 
32-pounder,  or  the  special  rifled  shrapnel  shell  made  for 
them,  and  were  capable  of  being  elevated  to  35°.  They 
had  a  range  of  5,000  yards.  Another  levy  was  made  of 
the  remaining  church-bells  and  of  all  the  copper  boilers 
and  saucepans  in  the  country,  and  a  10-ton  gun  was  cast, 
being  bored  and  rifled  to  fit  Whitworth's  150-pounder 
shot,  of  which  some  thousands  were  collected,  which  had 
been  thrown  by  the  enemy.  This  gun  was  a  beautiful 
casting,  and  did  good  service.  It  was  called  the  ^  Criollo,' 
or  Creole,  and  was  at  first  mounted  at  Asuncion. 

A  road  was  cut  through  the  wood  from  Curupayty, 
going  round  the  edge  of  the  '  carrizal '  as  far  as  Sauce, 
facilitating  communications.  Curupayty  was  also  nearly 
united  to  Sauce  by  a  long  trench,  which  went  round  by 
Chichi,  at  which  place  a  division  was  encamped  with  some 
artillery,  commanded  by  Lieut.-Colonel  Delgado,  in  case 
the  Brazilians  should  attempt  to  cross  from  Curuzu,  though 
the  marshes  in  front  were  utterly  impassable  for  troops. 

In  March  I  made  a  new  trench  in  the  Potrero  Sauce 
(where  Colonel  Roa  commanded),  with  a  more  regular  out- 
line than  the  old  one,  and  more  retired  from  the  woods, 
which  had  become  thin  and  passable.     The  old  trench 
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was  deepened,  and  made  the  outlet  for  the  Bellaco,  which 
was  dammed  up  where  it  enters  the  woods,  and  caused  to 
flow  through  its  new  channel.  It  was  raised  six  feet  by 
this  dam,  making  the  water  at  Paso  Gomez  more  than, 
six  feet  deep,  and  thus  rendering  that  place  almost  un- 
assailable. The  new  channel  also  formed  a  great  obstacle 
in  front  of  the  new  trench  at  Sauce,  as  it  was  very  deep, 
and  almost  too  wide  to  admit  of  portable  bridges  being 
thrown  over  it.  Where  the  Bellaco  entered  the  old 
trench,  it  was  dammed  up  to  a  height  of  six  feet,  by  a 
sluice-gate,  which  was  so  arranged  that  it  could  be  easily 
opened  from  the  new  trench,  should  the  enemy  get  into 
the  old  one  and  prepare  for  a  rush.  In  this  case  the  gate 
would  be  opened,  and  the  terrible  flood  of  water  would 
carry  them  all  before  it  into  the  '  carrizaL'  The  men  in 
the  Potrero  Sauce  were  somewhat  harassed  by  the  rifle- 
bullets,  which  came  in  day  and  night  from  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  Allies,  wounding  many  men.  If  the  Allies 
had  always  bombarded  with  rifles  instead  of  with 
cannon,  they  would  soon  have  finished  the  Paraguayans. 
When  there  was  nothing  further  to  be  done  towards  for- 
tifying the  front,  a  trench  was  commenced  from  Paso 
Vai,  connecting  it  with  Humaita,  thus  completely  enclos- 
ing the  Paraguayan  army,  and  especially  protecting  it 
from  an  attack  on  that  side. 

With  the  view  of  harassing  the  enemy,  and  of  en- 
filadino;  his  new  advanced  redoubts,  I  commenced  a  bat- 
tery  at  the  Yataity  Cora  pass.  The  ground  w^as  very 
low,  and  the  terre-plein  of  the  battery  was  raised  six  feet. 
It  was  made  for  twelve  guns,  and  to  facilitate  communi- 
cation with  it,  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  guns  in  case  of 
an  attack,  a  road  was  begun  across  the  Bellaco,  at  Paso 
Sati.  This  was  made  by  an  embankment  on  each  side, 
with  a  bridge  in  the  middle.  It  was,  however,  not 
finished.    Various  half- sunken  parapets  were  made  in  the 
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rear  of  the  battery,  to  protect  by  infantry  the  retreat  of 
the  guns.  While  this  battery  was  being  constructed, 
it  was  continually  bombarded  by  the  enemy  from  two 
points,  with  Whitworth's  32-pounders  and  with  a  Krupp's 
12-pounder  rifled  steel  gun,  which  belonged  to  the  iir- 
gentines.  This  latter  gun,  though  a  far  inferior  weapon 
to  Whitworth's,  was  in  much  better  hands,  and  made  most 
beautiful  practice.  It  fired  almost  nothing  but  percussion- 
shells,  these  being  so  beautifully  directed  that  every  shell 
just  went  over  the  battery  and  into  it,  where  the  men 
were  working.  There  was  always  a  look-out,  who  gave 
the  word  the  moment  the  puff  was  seen  from  the  gun, 
which  was  2,500  yards  from  the  battery,  and  as  the 
men  had  time  to  get  under  cover  of  the  parapet,  little 
damage  was  done.  Once  a  man  was  rollinoj  a  wheel- 
barrow  along  in  the  battery,  when  one  of  those  percussion- 
shells  struck  his  high  morion  and  burst  in  it,  singeing  his 
hair  and  driving  some  grains  of  powder  into  his  forehead, 
without  hurting  him.  His  hat  was  blown  almost  to 
pieces  (it  was  of  leather),  and  thrown  several  yards  from 
him.  The  moment  it  happened,  he  dropped  his  wheel- 
barrow, rushed  after  his  morion  and  put  it  on  again,  and 
seizing  the  barrow,  began  wheeling  it  again  with  redoubled 
vigour,  to  the  great  delight  of  his  companions,  who  set  up 
a  yell  of  pleasure. 

Not  far  from  Yataity  Cora  there  was  a  cavalry  ad- 
vanced post,  called  Piquete  Bomba,  from  the  following 
circumstance.  The  soldiers  having  broken  off  one  of  the 
three  legs  of  their  cooking-pot,  looked  for  something  to 
prop  it  up  with  on  the  fire.  They  found  a  9-pounder 
shell  which  had  been  fired  by  the  enemy,  but  which  had 
not  burst,  and  they  put  that  under  their  pot.  As  soon  as 
the  shell  got  sufficiently  hot,  it  exploded  and  sent  the 
dinner  flying,  to  their  intense  delight.  They  were  cavalry- 
men^ and  had  not  foreseen  the  denoument, 
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If  a  Paraguayan,  in  the  midst  of  his  comrades,  was 
blown  to  pieces  by  a  shell,  they  would  yell  with  de- 
light, thinking  it  a  capital  joke,  in  which  they  would 
have  been  joined  by  the  victim  himself  had  he  been 
capable. 

For  precision  and  range,  Whitworth's  guns  are  splen- 
did weapons,  but  they  require  good  gunners.  When  a 
Whitworth  shell  bursts  in  its  flight,  all  the  splinters  drive 
ahead,  making  a  very  small  angle  mth  the  original  tra- 
jectory. For  firing  at  men  behind  parapets,  therefore, 
they  are  not  so  advantageous  as  the  old  smoothbore 
spherical  shells,  which  spread  very  much  when  they  ex- 
plode. If  the  rifled  shells  with  time  fuzes  struck  the 
ground  before  exploding,  they  would  hardly  ever  burst,  as 
the  fuze  became  choked  with  earth,  and  the  fire  extin- 
guished. One  great  disadvantage  of  using  rifled  shot  is, 
that  at  all  long  ranges,  when  they  strike  the  ground,  they 
ricochet  up  so.  high  in  the  air,  as  to  lose  all  chance  of 
doing  any  damage  after  the  first  graze.  The  Whitworth 
bolts  appeared  to  have  far  greater  penetrating  power  in 
any  hard  substance,  but  less  than  a  smoothbore  in  a 
yielding  substance  like  sand. 

The  Brazilians  hardly  used  percussion-fuzes  at  all,  and 
had  they  done  so  they  would  have  caused  some  execution 
with  their  continual  bombardments.  As  it  was,  however, 
the  Paraguayan  earthworks  received  only  slight  injuries, 
which  could  be  repaired  in  a  very  short  time. 

Whitworth's  balls  had  such  a  high  velocity,  that  the 
report  of  the  gun,  and  the  shot  flying  by,  with  a  peculiar 
whiff*,  were  both  heard  at  the  same  moment.  The  Para- 
guayans, from  the  sound  these  balls  made  going  through 
the  air,  called  Whitworth's  balls  '  phews.' 

All  the  telegraph  stations  had  parapets  in  front  of 
them,  to  prevent  their  being  put  hors  de  combat. 

In   May   186.7,  three  8-inch  guns  were  mounted  at 
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;  ;!hichi,  and  a  32-pounder  Lahitte,  besides  some  smaller 
ones,  and  on  the  30th  Curuzii  was  bombarded  heavily, 
both  from  Chichi  and  Curupayty.  As  the  garrison  was 
crowded  into  a  very  small  piece  of  ground,  some  damage 
was  done. 

In  October  1866,  Viscount  Beaumont,  secretary  of  the 
French  legation  in  the  River  Plate,  came  with  a  flag  of 
truce  into  Lopez'  lines,  bringing  despatches,  which  he  was 
to  deliver  personally  to  M.  Cochelet,  the  French  consul  in 
Paraguay.  After  waiting  a  few  days,  for  M.  Cochelet 
to  arrive  from  Asuncion,  he  got  his  answers,  and  went 
back  again  under  a  flag  of  truce. 

These  flags  of  truce  always  inspired  some  hope  of 
peace,  and  people  were  very  glad  to  see  them.  When  one 
appeared  at  the  enemy's  outposts,  the  bearers  were  made 
to  wait  halfway  between  the  lines,  till  some  one  was  sent 
by  Lopez  to  receive  it.  He  always  sent  several  officers, 
not  trusting  one  alone,  and  they  were  ordered  to  go  round- 
about in  all  sorts  of  roads,  to  make  the  enemy  believe 
those  were  the  only  roads  into  the  Paraguayan  lines. 
They  would  then  talk  sometimes  for  two  or  three  hours 
mth  some  of  the  allied  officers,  exchanging  cigars,  and 
would  then  go  back  and  report  to  Lopez,  being  expected 
to  repeat  every  word  which  had  passed  between  them. 
On  one  of  these  occasions  a  challenge  passed  between 
Colonel  Montiel  and  one  of  the  allied  officers,  and  it  was 
agreed  they  should  fight  a  duel  after  the  war  was  over. 

At  Paso  Gomez  there  was  a  large  powder-magazine,  in 
which  was  also  the  laboratory  for  preparing  fuzes,  and 
diiving  them  into  the  shells.  On  December  9, 1866,  this 
blew  up  (the  cause  being  unknown)  with  a  fearful  crash, 
sending  the  heavy  timber  roof  flying  in  all  directions. 
Major  Alvarenga,  chief  of  the  laboratory,  a  first-rate 
maker  of  fireworks,  was  blown  up,  and  forty-five  men 
besides  were   killed  and  wounded.     The  enemy  imme- 
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diately  opened  fire  upon  Paso  Gomez,  to  which  General 
Bruguez  replied  with  vigour,  and  immediately  arranged 
his  men  in  fighting  order,  thinking  the  enemy  might 
profit  by  a  confusion,  to  attack  him  suddenly.  A  great 
quantity  of  ammunition  was  lost  by  this  explosion. 

General  Diaz  used  to  ride  about  at  Curupayty  in  the 
heavy  bombardments,  to  show  the  men  how  little  he  cared 
for  the  '  negroes.'  Once,  during  a  bombardment,  about 
the  end  of  January  1867,  he  went  in  a  canoe,  with  some 
aides-de-camp,  to  fish,  in  sight  of,  and  near  to,  the  fleet. 
A  13-inch  shell  burst  just  over  them,  cutting  General 
Diaz'  leg  almost  off,  and  capsizing  the  canoe  into  the  water. 
His  aides  swam  to  shore  with  him,  and  he  was  taken  to 
his  house,  and  Lopez  telegraphed  to.  Dr.  Skinner  was 
immediately  sent  down,  and  amputated  his  leg.  Mrs. 
Lynch  went  down  in  her  carriage  and  brought  him  up  to 
headquarters,  where  he  was  accommodated  in  General 
Barrios'  house,  and  daily  visited  by  Lopez.  His  leg, 
which  had  been  amputated,  was  put  up  and  soldered  in  a 
little  coffin  of  its  own,  and  was  kept  in  his  room.  After 
some  days,  however.  General  Diaz  died,  and  his  body  was 
sent  up  to  Asuncion  to  be  buried,  being  accompanied  by 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  ;  many  of  the  ladies,  we  are 
told  by  the  Semanario,  laid  their  jewels  on  his  tomb,  but 
it  does  not  say  what  was  done  eventually  Avith  the  jewels. 
Colonel  Alen  succeeded  to  the  command  of  Curupayty. 

Lopez'  birthday  was  on  July  24,  and  the  date  of  his 
election  to  the  presidency  was  October  16.  Both  days 
were  kept,  but  the  latter  was  specially  marked.  On 
these,  as  well  as  on  Christmas  Day,  and  on  one  or  two 
civil  feast-days,  Lopez  held  a  levee,  all  the  officers  who 
had  the  uniform  being  in  full-dress.  Lopez  used  to  go  to 
church,  after  Avhich,  at  his  house,  all  being  assembled 
around  him,  the  Bishop  would  address  him  a  most  com- 
plimentary speech,  to  which  Lopez,  who  was  a  very  good 
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speaker,  would  reply  at  length.  After  the  reception, 
champagne,  beer,  &c.,were  served  under  the  orange-trees, 
and  hundreds  of  toasts  given,  only  to  Lopez,  as  it  was  not 
allowable  to  toast  any  other  person.  He  sometimes,  how- 
ever, had  something  more  tangible  than  an  address,  to  re- 
member the  day  by.  In  1866,  a  magnificent  Paraguayan 
flag,  embroidered  in  gold,  diamonds,  rubies,  &c.,  with  gold 
and  silver  staff  and  mountings,  was  embroidered  by  the 
ladies  of  Asuncion  ;  and  an  album,  bound  in  solid  gold  and 
stones,  in  a  solid  gold  box  mth  an  equestrian  statue  of  gold 
on  it,  was  made  in  Asuncion,  and  sent  down  by  the  ladies, 
as  a  testimony  of  their  patriotic  feelings.  The  hints  and 
ideas  for  these  things  all  emanated  from  headquarters,  a 
lady-friend  of  Lopez  being  the  medium.  No  one,  of 
course,  dared  refuse  to  contribute  towards  them. 

Next  year  (1868)  the  citizens  had  to  make  an  offering, 
and  this  time  there  was  no  reserve  as  to  the  source  of 
the  idea,  designs  being  juade  by  request  of  the  lady  at 
headquarters,  and  from  thence  sent  to  Asuncion,  where 
they  were  executed.  The  presents  this  time  consisted  of 
a  sword  of  honour,  and  a  crown  of  laurel  leaves  in  gold. 
Lopez  sent  one  of  his  own  swords  to  be  remounted.  The 
hilt  was  made  with  a  Saint  George  and  the  Dragon  on  the 
guard,  all  of  gold,  with  twenty-three  brilliants  and  num- 
bers of  other  stones  in  it.  The  sheath  was  of  solid  gold, 
w4th  relieved  arabesques,  and  the  whole  was  encased  in 
another  telescopic  sheath,  also  of  pure  gold,  with  a  golden 
statue  on  the  top,  and  made  so  that  when  the  telescopic 
part  was  shut  up,  the  part  which  contained  the  hilt  alone 
was  visible,  thus  making  a  beautiful  ornament  on  a  table. 
The  whole  was  laid  on  an  immense  silver  salver.  It  was 
brought  down  for  presentation  by  a  commission  of  about 
eight,  the  chief  being  Don  Saturnino  Bedoya,  brother-in- 
law  of  Lopez,  and  treasurer-general.  The  workmanship 
was  beautiful.    After  each  of  the  commissioners  had  read 
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an  address,  and  the  present  had  been  delivered,  Lopez 
detained  his  brother-in-law.  He  never  again  spoke  to  him, 
and  gradually  treated  him  worse  and  worse,  ultimately 
putting  him  in  irons,  and  torturing  him  to  death  ;  but  he 
was  very  angry  on  hearing  of  his  decease,  as,  had  he 
known  that  he  was  dying,  he  would  have  had  him  shot,  for 
the  sake  of  appearances.  Two  others  of  the  commissioners 
died  in  the  camp  of  cholera,  and  the  remainder  were 
drafted  into  the  army.  The  crown  of  laurel  could  not 
be  got  ready  in  time  for  this  presentation,  as  several 
designs  were  made  for  it,  the  objection  made  to  them 
beiuo;  that  the  crown  '  would  be  worth  nothinoj,'  thouo-h 
between  all  the  leaves  were  flowers  made  of  diamonds. 
The  crown  was  to  be  placed  on  a  cushion,  in  a  gold  box 
which  measured  eighteen  inches  long,  and  fourteen  broad. 
It  was  suggested  that,  to  make  a  more  valuable  present, 
nothing  could  be  done  but  to  cast  a  sphere  of  solid  gold, 
encrusted  mth  brilliants.  Lopez,  however,  afterwards 
found  a  more  certain  way  of  possessing  himself  of  all  that 
was  valuable  in  the  country.  He  seized  all  the  jewels  of 
the  women  in  the  following  manner : — 

It  may  be  premissed  that  all  the  Paraguayan  females, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  were  possessed  of  a  large 
quantity  of  jewellery.  Among  the  better  classes  were  to  be 
found  quantities  of  beautiful  pearls  and  brilliants,  jewel- 
lery, during  the  time  of  the  Spaniards,  having  been  the 
particular  article  of  luxury  imported,  and  constituting 
almost  solely  the  presents  made  by  Paraguayans  to  their 
lady-loves. 

A  patriotic  movement  was  commenced  at  the  proper 
instigation  among  the  ladies,  some  of  whom  formed  them- 
selves into  a  committee  in  Asuncion,  and  invited  the  other 
ladies  to  join  them  in  offering  their  jewellery  to  Lopez,  to 
contribute  towards  the  expenses  of  the  war.  As  in  duty 
bound  committees  A^ere  started  in  all  the  towns  and  villages 
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throughout  the  country,  declaring  their  adhesion  to  the 
idea.  When  the  offer  was  made  in  due  form  to  Lopez, 
he  published  an  answer,  in  the  form  of  a  decree,  thanking 
them  for  their  patriotism,  and  saying  that  the  country  did 
not  require  that  sacrifice,  but  that  he  would  accept  one- 
twentieth  part,  from  which  to  have  a  coin  struck,  com- 
memorative of  their  offer.  Shortly  afterwards  all  the 
jewellery  was  collected,  and  the  judges  of  peace  called 
upon  everyone,  even  those  who  had  not  volunteered  to 
give  it,  to  deliver  up  at  once  the  whole  of  their  jewellery. 
This  was  done,  and  it  was  never  again  seen,  heard  of,  or 
enquired  after.  A  design  was  made  for  the  coin,  and  four 
were  struck  from  a  doubloon  which  was  melted  down. 

Another  patriotic  demonstration  was  ordered  to  be 
made  by  the  women — viz.,  to  beg  permission  to  take  up 
arms  and  fight  by  the  side  of  their  brethren.  The  offer 
was  made  to  the  Vice-President  at  Asuncion,  and  was 
declined  for  the  present.  Some  twenty  girls,  however, 
belonging  to  the  village  of  Aregua,  got  lances  and  white 
dresses  with  tricolour  bands,  and  a  sort  of  Scotch  cap, 
designed  by  Mrs.  Lynch,  and  they  used  to  go  about 
Asuncion  singing  patriotic  hymns. 

A  large  hospital  was  established  on  the  road,  halfway 
between  Paso  Pucu  and  Humaita,  and  sometimes  two 
thousand  sick  were  in  it.  Every  division  had  its  own 
hospital  as  well,  in  which  were  only  placed  men  who 
could  stand  to  their  arms  in  case  of  need.  There  were 
absolutely  no  drugs,  and  the  doctors  had  to  do  their  best 
Tvdth  the  herbs  of  the  country.  A  separate  hospital  for 
distinguished  field-officers  was  erected  at  Paso  Pucu, 
close  to  Dr.  Stewart's  house,  consistnig  of  a  dozen 
small  huts.  In  May  1867,  the  cholera  broke  out,  ap- 
pearing first  at  Paso  Gomez.  It  soon  spread  through  the 
whole  army,  and  made  many  victims.  Two  large  cholera 
hospitals  were  established.     Colonel  Pereira,  chief  of  the 
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cavalry,  and  Colonel  Francisco  Gonzalez,  of  Battalion 
No.  6,  died  of  it,  with  many  other  officers  and  men. 
Generals  Resquin  and  Bruguez,  and  Dr.  Skinner,  were 
ill  with  it  at  the  same  time,  but  recovered,  as  did  also 
many  men.  Benigno,  Lopez'  brother,  was  taken  ill  of 
fright,  and  Lopez  himself  was  laid  up  for  some  days  in 
fear  of  it,  thinking  he  was  very  ill.  From  the  moment  it 
appeared,  the  whole  camp  had  orders  to  fumigate  with 
laurel  leaves  and  grass,  and  headquarters  were  in  such  a 
continual  state  of  smoke,  that  it  was  almost  impossible 
to  live  there.  Lopez  felt  his  utter  impotence  to  contend 
personally  with  such  a  terrible  scourge,  and  he  became 
almost  mad,  charging  his  doctors  with  an  intention  to 
poison  him,  in  which  charge  he  was  seconded  by  the 
Bishop.  He  let  out  of  prison  Padre  Maiz  (whom  he  had 
imprisoned  at  the  time  of  his  election),  and  published  in 
the  Semanario  a  long  article  signed  by  Maiz,  comparing 
Lopez  to  the  Saviour,  and  full  of  Scripture  texts,  quoted 
in  support  of  that  view.  The  Semanario,  for  some  time, 
compared  him  to  the  Almighty,  and  July,  the  month  of 
his  birth,  was  called  'the  month  of  Christian*  Lopez.' 
When  he  recovered  again  he  contented  himself  with  being 
called  '  the  unconquered  Marshal.' 

The  doctors  were  prohibited  from  telling  the  name  of 
the  disease  which  was  making  such  havoc  (the  average  of 
daily  deaths  for  a  long  time  was  fifty),  and  the  soldiers 
christened  it  '  Chain.' 

The  cholera  spread  through  the  whole  country,  and 
laid  low  many  thousands  of  people. 

As  soon  as  Lopez  knew  that  Osorio  had  given  up  the 
idea  of  crossing^  the  Parana  at  Encarnacion,  and  was 
marching  towards  Paso  la  Patria,  he  recalled  Major 
Xuiiez  from  that  place,  with  two  battalions  of  infantry, 
fi  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  six  guns — still  leaving  a 
garrison    of  observation.     KuSez  was   promoted    to   be 
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lieutenant-colonel,  and  was  sent  as  second  in  command 
to  General  Barrios. 

A  large  reserve  was  formed  and  encamped  round  the 
edge  of  the  Paso  Pucu  'estero,'  consisting  of  seven  bat- 
talions of  infantry,  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  thirty 
fieldpieces,  chiefly  rifled.  The  Paraguayan  lines  were 
much  exposed  to  attack  from  their  great  length,  and  the 
small  number  of  men  to  defend  them,  and  this  reserve  was 
placed  in  a  central  position,  ready  to  be  thrown  on  any 
point  in  danger. 

I  was  commissioned  to  present  a  project  for  a  railway 
from  Curupayty,  round  by  Paso  Pucu,  to  Sauce,  with  a 
branch  to  the  left.  I  took  the  levels,  and  made  a  section 
which  gave  no  very  large  quantity  of  earthworks,  but 
when  it  was  going  to  be  put  into  execution,  it  was  found 
that  there  was  not  a  suflScient  quantity  of  rails. 

A.  Brazilian  expedition  had  been  for  two  years  march- 
ing into  Matto-Grosso  to  retake  it  from  the  Paraguayans, 
but  had  contented  itself  with  enterino-  the  towns  of  the 
interior  which  had  been  evacuated  by  order  of  Lopez, 
the  Paraguayans  holding  only  the  river.  The  Indians  of 
the  province  were  also  armed  with  rifles,  but,  instead  of 
fighting  with  them,  used  them  to  shoot  their  game.  In 
May  1867,  however,  this  column,  numbering  5,000  men, 
under  Colonel  Camisao,  began  to  march  towards  Paraguay, 
hearing  that  there  were  no  forces  left  in  the  north.  On 
getting  news  of  this,  Lopez  despatched  the  21st  Regiment 
of  cavalry  and  two  companies  of  the  12th  Battalion  of 
infantry,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mon- 
tiel  and  Major  Medina,  by  steamer  to  Concepcion,  where 
they  united  with  some  200  cavalry  who  were  there,  and 
marched  north,  meeting  with  Camisao  already  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Rio  Apa.  There  was  no  engagement, 
but  the  Paraguayans  surrounded  them  on  their  march, 
cutting  off  all   supplies,  and   taking  what   little   cattle 
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they  had.  The  cholera  broke  out  at  the  same  time 
fearfully  among  Camisao's  men,  who  were  living  on 
green  oranges  and  heads  of  palm-trees ;  Camisao  and  the 
greater  part  of  his  men  became  victims  to  disease  and  want, 
and  the  Paraguayans  fell  upon  the  remainder,  taking  their 
baggage,  and  killing  most  of  them.  A  very  few  escaped 
back  to  Matto-Grosso  to  tell  the  tale.  Camisao's  men 
were  armed  with  Jacob's  shells  to  their  rifles.  The  Para- 
guayans immediately  returned  to  Paso  Pucu,  a  distance 
of  over  three  hundred  miles.  The  whole  affair  took 
only  a  month.  It  was  kept  a  secret  by  Lopez,  except 
to  a  few  around  him,  but  with  what  object  does  not 
appear. 

Another  force,  on  July  13,  1867,  landed  at  Corumba 
from  two  steamers,  proceeding  from  Cuyaba,  captured  it, 
and  re-embarking  the  same  day,  returned  to  Cuyaba, 
taking  some  Brazilians  with  them.  The  Paraguayans 
lost  100  men,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cabral,  the  com- 
mander, was  killed.  The  two  steamers  were  folloAved  up 
the  river,  and  overtaken  by  Captain  Xunez,  in  the  ^  Sal  to,' 
who  sank  one  of  the  Brazilian  steamers,  the  'Jaurii,' 
being  himself  dangerously  wounded,  and  almost  the  whole 
of  his  crew  hors  de  combat,  from  the  fire  of  the  Brazilian 
rifles. 

Lopez'  version  of  this  affair  was,  that  Cabral  had  sold 
the  place  to  the  Brazilians,  and  had,  on  the  day  they  as- 
saulted it,  sent  all  the  sound  men  into  the  woods,  and 
removed  the  guns  from  the  trenches ;  that  when  the  sick 
men  in  hospital  saw  the  Brazilians  coming,  they  all  stood 
to  their  arms,  but  were  overpowered  at  first,  ultimately 
driving  the  enemy  away.  Lopez  further  stated  that  the 
Brazilians  had  chopped  up  Cabral  and  his  priest  into 
small  pieces,  and  had  eaten  them,  in  payment  for  their 
treachery. 

In  March,  1867,  an  attempt  at  mediation  was  made  by 
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the  Hon.  Mr.  C.  A.  Washburn,  the  American  minister, 
but  this  will  be  the  subject  of  a  future  chapter. 

The  bombardments  all  round  were  a  source  of  pleasure 
to  everybody.  The  Allies  liked  the  noise,  and  thought 
they  were  doing  immense  execution.  The  Paraguayan 
soldiers  liked  them,  as  they  got  a  mugful  of  Indian 
corn  for  every  shell  or  hea])  of  splinters  they  collected.* 
Lopez  liked  them,  as  he  got  large  supplies  of  different 
kinds  of  shot  and  shell,  and  quantities  of  iron,  which  was 
sent  to  Asuncion  and  cast  into  shot,  &c.  The  small 
splinters  were  made  into  canister-shot. 

The  Paraguayan  cavalry  was  very  badly  mounted; 
their  miserable  animals  were  continually  dying  off,  and 
being  replaced  by  wild  horses,  which  the  men  had  to  tame. 
Notwithstanding  this,  the  enemy's  infantry  could  not  stand 
a  charge  of  the  Paraguayan  cavalry,  nor  could  the  Para- 
guayan infantry  compete  with  the  Allies'  cavalry,  which 
was  well  mounted.  The  Paraguayans  had  all  their  horses 
saddled  every  morning,  and  when  it  was  evident  that  the 
enemy  intended  no  movement  that  day,  they  led  their 
animals  outside  the  lines  to  feed,  and  the  men  collected 
them  some  fodder  for  the  niffht. 

In  the  Paraguayan  army  not  even  officers  were  allowed 
alone  in  the  vanguard,  lest  they  should  desert.  Men 
were  also  selected  from  different  corps  to  act  as  spies. 
They  were  chosen  for  their  knowledge  of  the  ground,  and 
their  good  behaviour.  They  were  never  allowed  to  go 
alone,  but  always  two  or  three  together.  They  were 
treated  with  special  indulgence,  receiving  extra  rations  of 
yerba,  corn,  &c.,  to  keep  them  in  good  temper.  The}^ 
were  quickly  promoted,  and  had  to  do  no  work  but  their 
spying.  Lopez  often  himself  despatched  spies  into  the 
enemy's  camp.  He  did  not,  however,  get  much  good 
from  them,  as  when  they  reported  anything  not 
*  Thej  sometimes  took  shot  from  their  own  guns  and  got  the  reward  for  it. 


206  THE    WAR   IX   PAEAGUAY. 

agreeable  to  him  to  hear,  he  used  to  be  angrv,  and  they 
soon  learned  always  to  tell  a  tale  which  would  please 
him. 

The  camp-women  had  a  row  of  huts  built  for  them  at 
every  division,  and  at  Paso  Pucu  there  were  two  large 
villages  of  them.  They  had  sergeants  named  from  among 
themselves,  who  were  responsible  for  them.  The  women 
were  allowed  to  go  all  over  the  camp,  except  during  the 
time  of  cholera,  when  they  were  obliged  to  keep  to  their 
own  divisions.  At  first  they  were  not  allowed  to  be  in 
the  soldiers'  quarters  after  tatoo,  but  towards  the  end  of 
the  war  that  order  was  abolished.  They  assisted  at  the 
hospitals,  and  washed  their  friends'  clothes.  They  could 
not  leave  the  camp  without  a  passport  signed  by  General 
Resquin.  They  were  allowed  no  rations,  and  lived  upon 
what  beef  the  soldiers  gave  them. 

The  Paraguayan  camp  was  kept  particularly  clean. 
All  animals  which  died  were  buried,  and  the  barracks 
were  kept  well  swept  out. 

The  blockade  had  made  many  necessary  articles  very 
scarce,  and  these  were,  as  far  as  possible,  replaced  by 
native  manufactures.  The  supply  of  cotton  goods  for 
soldiers'  clothing  had  long  since  been  consumed,  and 
the  women  had  to  revive  weaving,  which  just  before 
the  war  had  been  almost  given  up,  on  account  of  the 
cheapness  of  English  cotton  goods.  The  Paraguayan 
cotton  is  considered  some  of  the  best  in  the  world,  as  re- 
gards strength  and  colour,  and  large  quantities  had  been 
sown  before  the  war,  by  order  of  Lopez,  who  intended  to 
make  it  one  of  the  exports  of  Paraguay.  It  was  spun 
and  woven  by  hand  by  the  women,  producing  a  very 
good  strong  broadcloth  for  soldiers'  shirts  and  drawers. 
Wool  was  woven  in  the  same  manner  into '  ponchos,' stained 
wdth  different  colours  ;  and  the  fibre  of  the'caragnata,'  or 
wild  pineapple,  as  well  as  that   of  the  coco-palm,  was 
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woven  Into  shirts  and  drawers.  The  women  did  all  the 
sowing  and  planting,  &c. 

Paper  had  become  very  scarce.  A  great  quantity 
was  used  in  Paraguay,  as  there  was  always  a  docu- 
ment executed  to  show  for  everything  which  was  done. 
Three  new  weekly  papers  were  started,  besides  the 
Bemanario — viz.,  the  Centinela,  in  Spanish,  with  an  article 
or  two  in  Guarani ;  and  the  Lamhare  and  the  Cabichul, 
both  entirely  in  Guarani.  The  last-named  was  meant 
for  a  representative  of  Punch,  but  the  jokes  in  it  were 
very  wretched,  and  sometimes  scandalous.  The  Cahichui 
and  the  Centinela  were  illustrated  with  woodcuts  made 
by  two  or  three  soldiers,  from  their  own  drawings,  and 
were  cut  with  a  penknife. 

Mr.  Treuenfeldt,  of  the  telegraph,  established  a 
paper  manufactory,  making  some  of  cotton  and  some 
of  '  caraguata,'  turning  out  very  respectable  paper.  All 
the  Government  archives  were  overhauled,  and  the 
flyleaves  torn  off  and  used  for  writing.  Everything  was 
written  on  as  small  a  piece  of  paper  as  possible.  There 
was  a  printing-press  with  the  army,  where  the  Cahichui 
w^as  printed.  The  articles  for  the  ISemanario  were  read 
to  Lopez,  and  when  approved  were  sent  to  town  by 
telegraph ;  those  which  were  written  in  town  being  sent 
by  telegraph  for  his  approval,  the  amount  of  corre- 
spondence that  went  through  the  mres  being  thus  some- 
thing marvellous.  Pieces  of  cowhide  were  scraped 
and  brought  to  a  white  surface,  and  bound  up  in  books 
for  writing  journals,  &c.  Parchment  was  made  from 
sheepskins,  and  after  some  trials  was  made  equal  to 
European  parchment.  This  was  used  for  the  commis- 
sions of  the  officers. 

Ink  was  made  from  a  kind  of  black  bean,  by  ex- 
tracting the  colouring-matter  with  ashes.  Soap  was 
made   by  every   division  for   its   own   consumption,  by 
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boiling  together  for  a  time,  varying  from  four  to  eight 
days,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  ashes,  fat  meat 
and  wood-ashes.  Three  men  used  to  be  constantly 
employed  in  the  woods  burning  these  ashes,  having  to 
select  a  particular  tree  called  *  Yoiiwii,'  to  make  strong 
ashes. 

Salt  w^as  made  formerly  on  a  large  scale  at  Lambare, 
from  the  river-mud,  but  the  women  were  too  much  occu- 
pied with  other  things  to  have  time  to  make  enough  ; 
consequently  only  the  hospitals  were  supplied,  and  that 
insufficiently.  The  troops  certainly  had  a  fortnightly 
ration,  but  it  was  quite  nominal,  not  being  sufficient  to 
salt  one  meal.  Some  months  afterwards  the  men  dis- 
covered, in  the  Chaco,  a  tree  with  very  thick  leaves,  from 
which  they  extracted,  by  boihng,  a  substance  resembling 
salt,  but  in  taste  like  salt  chalk.  This,  however,  they 
ate,  being  in  great  want  of  it. 

Hides  were  stretched  tight  on  large  square  frames,  and 
scraped  with  steel  tools  till  they  were  tolerably  thin,  after 
which  they  were  thoroughly  rubbed  all  over  with  the 
blunt  point  of  a  stick,  till  they  at  last  became  of  the  con- 
sistency of  a  very  thick  w^ash-leather.  These  were  then 
cut  up  and  made  into  trousers,  &c.  ;  but  if  rain  fell 
upon  them,  they  got  so  stiff  that  the  wearer  absolutely 
could  not  bend  his  legs.  They  had,  therefore,  to  be  given 
up. 

The  carpets  from  the  ball-rooms  of  the  club,  the  rail- 
way terminus,  &c.,  in  Asuncion,  were  cut  up  into  ^ponchos' 
for  the  soldiers,  and  were  so  stiff  that  they  stood  out  like 
advertising  boards.  As  the  winters  in  Paraguay  are 
extremely  cold  when  the  south  wind  blows,  the  men 
suffered  much  from  want  of  clothing. 

Gunpowder  was  made,  the  sulphur  being  obtained 
from  iron-pyrites,  of  which  there  is  an  abundance  in 
Paraguay,  and  the  saltpetre  being  manufactured  from 
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urine  and  decomposed  animal  substances.  The  powder, 
however,  was  not  strong. 

Percussion-caps  were  made  first  of  paper,  but  as  these 
did  not  answer,  a  machine  was  made  at  the  Arsenal,  which 
stamped  them  out  of  copper  in  the  proper  manner. 

All  the  guns,  &c.  &c.,  made  in  Paraguay  during  the 
war,  were  the  work  of  English  engineers,  who  had  never 
been  in  that  branch  of  the  trade  at  all.  They  had  to 
design  and  make  their  own  machines  for  rifling,  &c., 
and  showed  great  skill  in  the  manner  in  which  they 
carried  out  these  works. 

Every  division  had  its  tannery,  where  hides  were 
tanned  for  making  gun-tackle,  saddlery,  &c.  Even  mne 
was  made,  on  a  small  scale,  from  the  juice  of  oranges, 
but  it  was  not  a  success,  being  intolerably  sweet. 

In  order  to  impress  his  men  with  a  proper  hatred  of 
the  Allies,  Lopez  invented  different  stories  against  them. 
One  was  that  they  had  poisoned  the  water  of  the  Bellaco 
at  the  Angle,  and  the  men  were  not  allowed  to  drink  it 
for  months.  But  the  queerest  affair  was  a  story  that 
the  Allies  had  sent  over  a  balloon,  filled  with  some 
horrible  poison,  which  was  to  kill  the  whole  of  the  Para- 
guayan army.  This  balloon  was  said  to  have  been  found 
in  the  outposts  at  Sauce,  and  a  priest  and  a  captain  of 
artillery  (Amarilla),  who  were  said  to  have  examined  it, 
were  really  put  into  quarantine  for  a  fortnight. 

An  officer  on  o:uard  at  Paso  Vai  was  shot  for  beino^  re- 
ef o 

ported  to  have  received  a  present  of  thirty  doubloons  from 
the  enemy.  Three  officers  at  Curupayty  were  shot  for 
some  irregularity  in  distributing  the  rations  of  beef 
among  their  soldiers. 

All  prisoners  taken,  and  deserters  who  came  from 
the  enemy,  were  stripped  of  any  good  clothing  and 
valuables  at  the  advanced  posts :  their  arms  were  then 
tied  behind  them,  and  they  were  brought  up  to  head- 
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tjuarters  to  General  Resquin,.  who  examined  them. 
They  were  also  examined  by  one  or  two  persons  sent  by 
Lopez  for  the  purpose  ;  and  when  they  gave  the  Allies 
more  men  than  Lopez  thought  proper  they  should  have, 
they  were  beaten  till  they  put  them  down  at  a  very  low 
figure.  They  were  then  sent  to  prison,  and,  after  a 
lonofer  or  shorter  time,  most  of  them  died  of  illtreatment 
or  starvation.  When  Lopez  wanted  news  from  the  allied 
camp,  he  used  to  send  some  of  his  spies  to  kidnap  a 
sentry,  in  which  they  were  very  successful. 

The  first  ascent  made  by  the  balloon  in  the  Allies' 
camp  caused  a  sensation.  That  day  the  balloon  was  for 
a  time  hid  behind  a  cloud,  and  the  Bishop,  who  was 
watching  it,  was  surprised  that  they  had  the  power  to 
make  it  invisible  at  will.  With  a  telescope,  the  ropes  it 
was  retained  by  were  quite  visible,  and  the  men  holding 
them.  Having  an  accurate  plan  of  the  ground,  and 
seeing  what  spot  the  balloon  was  over,  I  was  enabled  to 
measure  its  diameter,  and  the  heights  of  its  ascents,  for 
the  edification  of  Lopez.  At  first  he  rather  suspected 
the  balloon  was  going  to  bombard  the  camp,  and  his 
manner  was  troubled. 
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CHAPTEE  XY. 

THE   ALLIES   MARCH     TO    TUYTJCUE — THE    IRONCLADS     PASS    THE    BAT- 
TERY  OF   CURUPAYTY. 

At  length,  in  July  1867,  things  looked  as  if  the 
Allies  really  meant  to  finish  the  war.  The  hope,  how- 
ever, was  quite  illusive. 

In  the  beginning  of  July,  5,000  men  were  marched 
from  Paso  la  Patria  along  the  side  of  the  Parana,  to  a 
distance  of  two  leagues,  where  they  encamped.  In  the 
middle  of  July,  Osorio  arrived  with  his  army,  and  took 
command  of  the  vanguard,  and  on  the  22nd  the  army 
began  to  march — 30,500  strong,  13,000  being  left  to 
garrison  Tuyuti,  which  was  strongly  fortified.  Porto 
Alegre  was  left  in  command  here,  and  Caxias  marched  with 
the  army  a  long  way  round  along  the  coast  of  the  Parana, 
crossing  the  Bellaco  at  Paso  Frete,  and  marching  thence 
towards  Tuyucue,  which  he  entered  on  the  29th,  on 
which  day  his  cavalry  had  a  skirmish  with  the  Paraguayan 
vanguard,  under  Majors  Medina  and  Rolon,  in  which 
both  parties  lost  a  few  men. 

On  the  27th,  while  the  allied  army  was  on  the  march. 
Mitre  arrived  and  resumed  the  command-in-chief.  A 
telegraph  Avas  laid  down  underground  by  the  Allies  as  they 
marched,  on  the  same  system  as  that  used  in  the  late  Prus- 
sian and  Austrian  war,  the  wire  being  insulated  with  caout- 
chouc, and  pressed  into  a  furrow  cut  by  a  small  plough. 

Having  arrived  at  Tuyucue,  some  of  the  forces 
advanced  to  within  range  of  the  guns  at  Espinillo,  which 
had  been  prepared  for  them  ;  but  being  bombarded,  they 
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retired  and  encamped  out  of  range,  placing  their  van- 
guard at  the  Puesto  Guayaivi,  2,400  yards  from 
Espinillo.  They  then  set  to  work  to  entrench  themselves 
and  to  erect  batteries,  bringing  some  Whitworth  guns, 
which  they  mounted  in  their  new  position. 

In  expectation  of  the  move  of  the  Allies,  Lopez  had 
had  a  new  line  of  telegraph  made  from  Humaita,  through 
the  ^  carrizal,'  to  Villa  Pilar,  so  that  when  the  Allies  cut 
the  line  on  the  highroad,  his  communications  were  not 
interrupted  ;  but  he  always  had  the  line  repaired,  to  make 
the  Allies  believe  it  was  his  only  one. 

The  Allies  soon  established  a  guard  at  San  Solano,  a 
Government  '  estancia,'  and  only  a  league  from  the  high- 
road leading  from  Humaita  to  Asuncion ;  and  they  sent 
out  reconnoitring  parties  of  cavalry  all  over  the  country, 
capturing  cattle,  &c.  The  river,  however,  was  still  open 
to  Lopez'  steamers. 

The  Allies  at  Tuyucue  received  their  supplies  by 
means  of  sumpter  mules  and  carts,  of  which  a  convoy 
was  despatched  every  other  day  from  Tuyuti,  going 
alono;  the  road  at  the  edo-e  of  the  Bellaco,  in  sio-ht  of  the 
Paraguayan  guards.  On  August  11,  Lopez  sent  a 
few  cavalrymen  to  pounce  upon  the  convoy,  which  they 
did,  killing  most  of  the  cartmen,  and  taking  some  carts 
into  the  Paraguayan  lines.  The  escort  of  the  convoy 
hardly  entered  into  the  sj)irit  of  the  aifair,  so  that  there 
was  little  fighting  on  the  occasion. 

Lopez,  as  soon  as  the  Allies  marched  to  Tuyucue  and 
threatened  his  communications,  sent  and  had  the  Chaco 
explored,  and  a  road  made  from  Timbo,  three  leagues 
above  Humaita,  to  Monte  Lindo,  two  leagues  above  the 
mouth  of  the  Tebicuary.  Timbo  was  the  nearest  place 
to  Humaita  where  a  landing  could  be  effected,  all  the 
remainder  of  the  bank  of  the  river  being  *  carrizal.'  This 
road  through  the  Chaco  was  tolerably  straight,  and  was 
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fifty-four  miles  long.  It  did  not  follow  the  course  of  the 
River  Paraguay,  but  went  inland.  The  greater  part  of 
the  road  went  through  deep  mud,  and  five  deep  streams 
had  to  be  crossed,  besides  the  River  Bermejo.  Almost 
the  whole  way  the  road  lay  between  woods,  which,  long, 
narrow,  and  tortuous,  are  scattered  over  the  whole  of  the 
Chaco.  The  land  is  perfectly  flat,  and  is  intersected  by 
numerous  '  esteros.'  Posts  were  immediately  established 
along  the  whole  length  of  the  road. 

On  August  15,  being  the  day  of  Our  Lady  of  Asun- 
cion, Admiral  Ignacio  hoisted  the  flags  of  the  Triple 
Alliance,  and  with  ten  ironclads,  steamed  past  the  battery 
of  Curupayty  at  7.30  a.m.  He  previously  issued  the 
following  order  of  the  day:  'Brazilians!  the  protecting 
saints  of  this  day  are  Our  Lady  of  Victory,  Our  Lady 
of  Glory,  and  Our  Lady  of  Asuncion.  With  victory 
and  glory,  therefore,  we  will  go  to  Asuncion.' 

The  vessels  received  considerable  damage  in  the 
passage.  The  commander  of  the  '  Tamandare,'  while 
passing  the  battery,  opened  one  of  the  portholes  to  fire, 
but  a  shot  immediately  entered,  wounding  himself,  and 
killing  and  wounding  fourteen  of  the  crew.  Her  engine 
was  also  damaged  and  -stopped,  so  that  she  had  to  be 
towed  by  the  '  Silvado  '  and  '  Herbal.'  A  small  wooden 
despatch-boat  was  taken  up  behind  one  of  the  ironclads. 

The  passage  of  Curupayty  by  the  fleet  had  the  effect  ol 
making  the  Paraguayans  see  that  they  could  do  nothing 
against  ironclads  with  their  small  artillery.  Lopez  gave 
out  to  the  army  that  he  had  allowed  the  fleet  to  pass 
Curupayty,  in  order  to  starve  it  out,  as  it  could  get  no 
supplies  where  it  lay — between  Curupayty  and  Humaita 
— and  that  it  would  soon  have  to  repass  Curupayty, 
when  he  would  sink  it. 

The  Allies  made  a  road  round  through  the  Chaco,  from 
Riacho    Quia    to    the    fleet    between    Curupayty    and 
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Humaita,  and  laid  down  a  timber  tramway  for  commu- 
nicating with  and  supplying  their  ships. 

Five  of  the  ironclads  anchored  in  sight  of  the  Church  of 
Humaita,  and  bombarded  it  for  months,  as  being  almost 
the  only  object  in  Humaita  which  they  could  see,  and  three 
of  the  vessels  anchored  in  view  of  Curupayty,  bombard- 
ing it  from  the  rear.  Betw^een  Curupayty  and  Hu- 
maita, the  whole  of  the  ground  near  the  river  is  impas- 
sable '  carrizal,'  there  being  a  narrow  path  along  the  edge 
of  the  river,  from  which,  however,  it  is  impossible  to  get 
inland,  excepting  either  at  Humaita  or  at  Curupayty. 
At  this  latter  place,  the  cliff  of  the  river  is  3,000  yards 
long,  and  at  the  northern  end  of  it,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  '^  carrizal,'  a  landing  of  troops  might  have  taken 
place.  These  might  have  been  sent  through  the  Chaco, 
and  landed  there  by  the  ironclads,  mth  great  advantage. 
To  prevent  this,  I  constructed,  in  the  woods  at  that  point,  a 
small  fort,  armed  with  three  24-pounder  guns,  so  mounted 
that  they  could  fire  both  in  front  and  to  the  rear,  at  the 
same  time  that  they  flanked  the  ditches  of  the  fort.  This 
fort  was  constructed,  and  the  guns  mounted,  close  to  the 
ironclads,  without  their  suspecting  anything. 

Humaita  was  almost  mthout  a  gun,  and  nearly  all  the 
heavy  guns  w^ere  taken  from  Curupayty,  and  mounted 
there,  so  that  the  fleet,  by  its  wretched  sloi^naess,  had 
to  pass  the  same  guns  again  at  Humaita.  The  same 
thing  happened  to  them  three  times  afterwards,  so  that 
the  artillery,  which  they  should  only  have  had  to  pass 
once,  was  continually  carried  ahead  of  them,  and  they 
had  to  run  past  it  four  times.  Colonel  Alen  was  now 
sent  to  command  Humaita,  Captain  Gill  being  left  in 
charge  at  Curupayty. 

The  '  carrizal '  was  in  the  hands  of  Lopez,  from  Curu- 
payty to  Lake  Piris,  and  it  was  thought  that  if  a  few  guns 
could  be  mounted  secretlv  somewhere  below  the  wooden 
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fleet,  it  might  alter  the  course  of  the  war,  as  the  whole  of 
the  supplies  of  the  fleet  would  be  cut  off,  and  it  would 
have  to  pass  down  below  all  the  batteries,  and  the  iron- 
clads would  also  have  to  repass  Curupayty.  I  was  there- 
fore sent  with  General  Bruguez  to  see  if  a  road  could 
possibly  be  found  by  which  heavy,  or  even  light  guns 
could  be  taken  there.  It  was,  however,  utterly  im- 
possible without  making  extensive  works,  for  which  we 
had  neither  the  means  nor  the  time. 

As  soon  as  the  Allies  began  to  entrench  themselves  at 
Tuyucue,  Lopez  had  an  enormous  earthwork  begun  to 
protect  his  house  from  that  quarter.  The  nearest 
gun  on  that  side  was  7,000  yards  off,  and  afterwards 
the  Brazilians  amused  themselves  with  firing  at  the 
earthwork  with  Whitworth's  32-pounders,  which  Avent 
sometimes  far  over  it.  This  earthwork  was  90  feet  long, 
36  feet  wide  at  the  base,  and  18  feet  high.  A  roof  was 
constructed  on  the  top  of  it,  under  which  were  placed  the 
telescopes. 

Still,  considering  that  he  was  not  safe  (a  piece  of  shell 
once  fell  on  the  roof  of  his  house),  he  had  a  casemate 
made,  in  which  he  would  dine  and  live  when  any  firing 
was  going  on — one  shot  in  any  quarter  being  sufficient  to 
make  him  get  out  of  bed  and  go  there.  This  casemate 
was  formed  of  immense  logs  of  iron-wood,  9  feet  long, 
stuck  in  the  ground  side  by  side,  in  two  rows  9  feet 
apart,  and  covered  over  with  larger  logs  of  the  same 
timber.  The  whole  was  covered  over  with  9  feet  of 
earth,  and  had  on  each  side  of  it  18  feet  of  earth.  It 
had  a  brick  floor  and  hammock  rings,  from  which  Lopez 
used  to  have  his  hammock  slung.  When  Paso  Pucu  was 
evacuated,  this  casemate  was  completely  obliterated,  the 
timber  being  taken  to  Humaita,  and  the  earth  carried 
away.  This  was  all  done  in  one  night,  not  a  trace  of  the 
casemate  remaining. 
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CHAPTEK  XVI. 

PKOPOSALS   OF   PEACE — MEDIATIONS   OF   ME.   WASHBURN   AND 
MR.   GOULD. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Washburn,  minister  of  the  United  States 
in  Paraguay,  as  has  been  formerly  stated,  left  Asuncion 
in  the  beginning  of  1865,  on  leave  of  absence.  On  No- 
vember 1  of  the  same  year  he  arrived  in  Buenos  Ayres  on 
his  return,  and  after  several  useless  voyages  to  President 
Mitre's  headquarters,  to  obtain  permission  to  pass  the 
blockade  and  return  to  his  post,  which  permission  was  not 
granted  him,  he  went  up  the  river  in  a  steamer  of  war, 
being  stopped  by  Admiral  Tamandare  ;  but  he  declared 
his  intention  of  continuing  his  journey,  which  he  did 
under  protest  from  Tamandare ;  and  on  November  4, 
1866,  he  landed  at  Curuzu,  and  with  a  flag  of  truce, 
accompanied  by  some  Brazilian  officers,  presented  himself 
at  the  Paraguayan  outpost  of  Curupayty.  Having  ob- 
tained leave  from  Lopez,  and  flags  of  truce  having  been 
hoisted  by  both  belligerent  parties,  he  landed  with  his 
family  and  luggage,  and  went  to  Asuncion. 

On  January  1,  1867,  General  Asboth,  U.S.  Minister 
in  Buenos  Ayres,  by  order  of  his  Government,  offered 
the  mediation  of  the  United  States  in  the  Paraguayan 
war.  Receiving  no  answer,  on  the  26th  he  again  wrote, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  his  first  letter,  and  then  received  an 
answer  to  the  effect  that  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres 
was  much  obliged  to  him,  and  that,  when  it  was  thought 
fit,  his  mediation  would  be  accepted. 
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In  March  of  the  same  year,  Mr.  Washburn  offered  his 
mediation  to  Lopez,  which  the  latter  accepted,  and  Mr. 
Washburn  came  down  to  Lopez'  camp.  On  the  11th, 
having  ascertained  Lopez'  ideas  on  the  subject,  he  went 
over  to  see  Caxias,  then  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
allied  army.  He  went  in  an  American  carriage  of 
Lopez',  accompanied  by  several  officers,  and  drawn  by 
the  horse-tail  escort,  as  far  as  the  Allies'  advanced  guards, 
where  he  was  met  by  Colonel  Fonseca,  Chief  of  the  Staff, 
and  proceeded  with  him  on  horseback. 

Mr.  Washburn  remained  three  days  in  the  allied  camp, 
and  then  returned,  not  having  been  able  to  do  anythino- 
in  the  interests  of  peace,  as  Caxias  told  him  that  no 
negotiations  would  be  entered  into  which  had  not  for 
their  base  the  separation  of  Lopez  from  the  Government 
of  Paraguay.  This  Lopez  would  not  hear  of,  though  it 
was  hinted  there  would  be  a  golden  gate  for  him  to  go 
through. 

Mr.  Washburn  was  a  staunch  supporter  of  Lopez  up  to 
the  time  when  the  latter  began  his  wholesale  atrocities, 
which  was  not  till  the  middle  of  1868  ;  but  from  the  time 
Mr.  Washburn's  mediation  failed,  Lopez  disliked  him  and 
annoyed  him.  Afterwards  many  calumnies  were  got  up 
against  Mr.  Washburn,  both  by  the  Allies  and  by  Lopez, 
charging  him  with  receiving  bribes  from  both  sides.  There 
was,  however,  nothing  to  bribe  him  for,  even  had  he 
wished  to  be  bribed. 

In  the  middle  of  August,  1867,  Mr.  Gould,  secretary 
of  the  British  Legation  in  the  Kiver  Plate,  was  sent  by 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  to  Paraguay,  to  try 
and  get  the  British  subjects  away.  He  was  not  armed 
with  proper  credentials,  and  had  no  authority  to  make  any 
threats,  but  merely  to  request  Lopez  to  allow  them  to  leave. 

He  visited  the  allied  camps  at  Tuyucue  and  at  Tuyuti, 
to  get  permission  to  pass  through  their  lines  into  Lopez' 
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camp.  On  his  arrival  there  (August  18),  Lopez  had  him 
placed  in  a  little  room  in  the  middle  of  a  long  hut,  the 
partitions  being  only  made  of  rushes,  through  which  any 
one  from  the  two  adjoining  rooms  could  easily  hear  and  see 
what  went  on  in  his  room.  The  Englishmen  in  the  camp 
were,  however,  allowed  freely  to  visit  him,  and  they  made 
him  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  position  of  all  the  Eng- 
lish residents  in  Paraguay.  Lopez  did  not  give  Mr.  Gould 
a  direct  denial,  but  the  end  of  the  affair  was  that  he  only 
allowed  some  three  or  four  widows  and  their  children  to 
leave  with  him.  Mr.  Gould  was,  however,  allowed  no 
means  of  communicating  with  any  of  the  British  subjects 
employed  elsewhere  than  in  the  camp.  Finding  his  mission 
was  likely  to  have  no  results,  he  (probably  at  the  request 
of  Lopez)  framed  some  conditions  of  peace,  which  he  be- 
lieved would  be  acceptable  to  the  Allies.  These  condi- 
tions were  formally  accepted  by  Lopez,  through  Caminos, 
his  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  on  that  understand- 
ing Mr.  Gould  proceeded  with  them  to  the  allied  camp. 
The  following  were  the  bases  proposed  : — 
1st.  A  secret  and  previous  understanding  will  assure  to 
the  Allied  Powers  the  acceptance  by  the  Government  of 
Paragua}^  of  the  proposals  they  are  inclined  to  make. 

2nd.  The  independence  and  integrity  of  the  Republic 
of  Paraguay  will  be  formally  recognised  by  the  Allied 
Powers. 

3rd.  All  questions  relating  to  territories  and  limits  in 
dispute  before  the  present  war,  will  be  reserved  for  future 
consideration,  or  submitted  to  the  arbitration  of  neutral 
Powers. 

4th.  The  allied  forces  will  retire  from  the  territory 
of  the  Republic  of  Paraguay,  and  the  Paraguayan 
troops  will  evacuate  the  positions  held  by  them  in  the 
territory  of  Brazil,  so  soon  as  the  conclusion  of  peace  is 
assured. 
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5th.  No  indemnity  for  the  expenses  of  the  war  will  be 
demanded. 

6th.  Prisoners  of  war  will,  on  one  side  and  the  other, 
be  immediately  placed  at  liberty. 

7th.  The  forces  of  Paraguay  will  be  disbanded,  with 
the  exception  of  the  number  necessary  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  order  in  the  interior  of  the  Republic. 

8th.  His  Excellency  the  Marshal  President,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  peace,  or  the  preliminaries  thereof,  will  retire 
to  Europe,  leaving  the  Government  in  the  hands  of  his 
Excellency  the  Vice-President,  who,  according  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  Republic,  remains  in  charge  in  similar 
cases. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Gould,  both  for  his  patient 
attempts  to  obtain  the  liberty  of  the  English,  and  for  the 
arrangement  of  these  conditions  of  peace,  which  were  so 
highly  favourable  to  Paraguay,  and  were  accepted  by 
both  sides.  Lopez  was  to  leave  with  flying  colours, 
making  peace  himself,  and  thus  that  great  obstacle,  his 
pride,  was  overcome,  as  it  was  scarcely  interfered  with. 

On  September  11,  Mr.  Gould  took  the  proposals  to  the 
allied  camp,  where  they  were  favourably  received,  and 
referred  to  the  respective  Governments,  and  Colonel  Fon- 
seca  (chief  of  the  Brazilian  staff)  was  immediately  des- 
patched in  a  special  steamer  to  Rio,  to  receive  the 
approbation  of  the  Emperor, 

Mr.  Gould  returned  after  two  days,  and  after  informing 
Lopez  of  the  state  of  the  negotiations,  received  a  letter 
from  Secretary  Caminos,  saying  that  he  had  previously  de- 
clared that  the  eighth  article  could  not  be  even  discussed 
by  him,  and  containing  the  following  paragraph,  which, 
dictated  by  Lopez  himself,  shows  him  in  a  very  ridiculous 
light:  — 

'  For  the  rest  I  can  assure  you  that  the  Republic  of 
Paraguay  will  not  stain  its  honour  and  glory  by   ever 
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consenting  that  its  President  and  defender,  who  has  con- 
tributed so  much  military  glory  to  it,  and  who  has  fought 
for  its  existence,  should  descend  from  his  post,  and  still 
less  that  he  should  suffer  expatriation  from  the  scene  of 
his  heroism  and  sacrifices,  as  these  are  the  best  guarantee 
for  my  country  that  Marshal  Lopez  will  follow  the  lot 
which  God  has  in  store  for  the  Paraguayan  nation.' 

The  real  reason  why  Lopez,  at  this  juncture,  refused  the 
terms  which  he  had  previously  accepted  was,  that  while 
Mr.  Gould  was  in  the  allied  camp  offering  them,  he  re- 
ceived news  of  a  new  revolution  in  the  Argentine  Con- 
federation, which  he  expected  would  force  the  Allies  to 
make  peace  with  him  on  any  terms. 

Mr.  Gould,  of  course,  did  not  condescend  to  answer  the 
letter  which  contained  such  barefaced  lies,  and  went  away 
in  the  English  gunboat  the  same  day.  The  captain  of  the 
gunboat  was  made  Knight  of  the  Order  of  Merit  by 
Lopez.  Mr.  Gould  was  not  treated  by  Lopez  with  the 
respect  due  to  an  agent  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  was  only  received  by  him  at  night. 

The  horrible  selfishness  displayed  by  Lopez  on  this 
occasion  is  perhaps  without  a  parallel.  The  Allies  were 
disposed  to  grant  such  terms  for  Paraguay  as  might  have 
been  dictated  to  them  by  a  conqueror,  on  the  one  condi- 
tion that  he  should  leave  the  country,  and  that  with  every 
honour.  But  he  preferred  to  sacrifice  the  last  man,  wo- 
man, and  child  of  a  brave,  devoted,  and  suffering  people, 
simply  to  keep  himself  for  a  little  while  longer  in  power. 
The  sacrifices  and  heroism  he  speaks  of  in  his  letter  are 
all  false,  as  he  never  once  exposed  his  person,  and  he  had 
every  commodity  and  luxury  which  he  could  wish  for. 
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CHAPTER   XVII. 

THE    ALLIES    ATTEMPT    TO    BESIEGE    HUMAITA. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  COUNTRY  ABOUT  HUMAITA — THE  FIGHT  FOR 
THE  CONVOY— BATTLES  OF  ISLA  TAYI,  TATAYIBA,  OBELLA,  AND 
GUARDIA  TAYI — SACKING  AND  BURNING  OF  THE  ALLIED  CAMP  AT 
TUYUTI. 

HuMAiTA,*  like  Curupayty,  is  situated  on  a  level  cliff, 
about  thirty  feet  above  the  river,  on  a  sharp  horseshoe 
bend  of  the  stream,  to  which  it  presents  a  concave  surface, 
thus  giving  the  power  of  concentrating  the  fire  of  all 
the  batteries  on  any  point  in  the  bend.  The  cliif  is  2,500 
yards  long,  being  bounded  by  a  '  carrizal '  at  each  end,  and 
the  village  is  surrounded  by  a  trench  resting  at  both 
ends  on  the  river,  at  the  commencement  of  the  two 
'  carrizals.'  This  trench  is  14,800  yards  long,  including 
the  redans,  which  are  placed  about  every  250  yards,  and 
encloses  a  space  of  flat  pasture-land  about  4,000  yards 
long,  and  2,000  yards  wide.  Going  up  the  river  from 
Humaita,  there  is  no  possible  communication  with  the 
land  before  reaching  Pilar,  on  account  of  the  *  carrizal,' 
wnth  the  exception  of  a  cliff  called  Tayi,  fifteen  miles 
above  Humaita,  where  there  is  a  road  leading  to  the 
inland  highroads.  This  Tayi  f  became  an  important 
strategic  point.  The  '  carrizal '  between  Humaita  and 
Tayi  is  more    or   less  in  the  shape  of  a  diamond,  with 

*  Humaita.     Hic  (nasal),  black ;   via,  now  ;  itli,  stone  :  the  stone  is  now 
black. 

t  Tayi.     Greenheart  tree. 
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perpendiculars  respectively  seven  and  four  miles  long, 
and  is  called  the  Potrero  Obella.  It  is  totally  im- 
passable in  most  parts,  but  there  are  one  or  two  tracks 
by  which  it  can  be  traversed.  On  the  land  side  it  is  com- 
pletely shut  off  by  an  impenetrable  jungle-wood,  having 
only  one  opening,  by  which  cattle  were  introduced  in 
large  quantities  by  Lopez,  and  were  taken  out,  as  re- 
quired, at  the  Humaita  end.  AYhen  the  river  is  low, 
there  is  a  path  along  the  edge  of  it  from  Tayi  to 
Humaita,  but  the  Arroyo  Hondo  has  to  be  crossed  in 
canoes. 

Outside  the  trench  of  Humaita,  the  ground  for  some 
leagues  is  full  of  morasses,  with  thin  pieces  of  dry  land 
between  them,  more  especially  near  San  Solano  and 
Tuyucue,  but  most  of  the  ground  near  the  trench  is 
passable. 

In  front  of  Humaita,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  the 
land  is  quite  impracticable  (though  it  was  passed  by  Para- 
guayans) as  far  as  Timbo,  which,  when  the  river  is  high, 
is  completely  under  water;  and  thence  as  far  as  some 
three  leagues  below  the  mouth  of  the  Tebicuary,  no 
landing  can  be  effected,  it  being  all  '  carrizal.'  Almost 
the  whole  length  of  the  River  Paraguay,  the  very  bank  is 
higher  than  the  '  carrizal,'  making  it  practicable  to  cut  a 
road  along  the  edge  of  the  river,  but  which  could  not 
communicate  with  the  interior. 

But  to  proceed  with  the  account  of  the  war.  The 
supplies  for  the  allied  army  at  Tuyucue  were  des- 
patched every  two  days,  under  an  escort  of  infantry, 
cavalry,  and  artillery,  from  Tuyuti ;  these  went  along  the 
road  in  front  of  the  Paraguayan  camp,  but  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Bellaco.  At  the  same  time  the  sutlers'  carts 
went  without  convoy  by  another  road,  behind  the  palm 
forest,  and  out  of  view  of  the  Paraguayans.  Lopez  used, 
however,  always  to  have  small  parties  roving  about,  and 
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these  would  fall  upon  any  isolated  company  and  seize  their 
property.  They  once  made  a  very  useful  seizure  of  a 
cartload  of  paper,  which,  however,  they  could  not  bring  in 
the  daytime  into  the  Paraguayan  camp.  They  therefore  hid 
all  the  paper  in  a  wood,  taking  the  cart  away  to  some 
distance,  and  every  night  for  a  week  they  went  and 
brought  a  few  reams  of  the  paper,  through  the  enemy's 
patrols. 

Lopez  determined  to  make  a  pretended  attack  upon 
the  convoy  as  it  passed,  and  to  lay  an  ambush  for  the 
enemy,  who,  he  supposed,  would  follow  his  retreating 
men.  On  September  24,  therefore — having  the  night 
before  sent  two  battalions  of  infantry  to  hide  themselves 
behind  some  rising  ground,  about  halfway  between 
Tuyucue  and  Tuyuti,  and  about  a  mile  in  front  of  the 
Paraguayan  trenches — he  sent  a  regiment  of  cavalry  to 
pounce  on  the  convoy  as  it  passed.  An  inflated  balloon 
was  that  day  taken  with  the  convoy,  and  had  Colonel 
Rivarola,  who  commanded  the  Paraguayans,  been  a  little 
quicker,  he  would  have  obtained  possession  of  it.  A  cart 
or  two  and  a  few  mules  were  taken,  and  after  the  regi- 
ment had  retreated  across  the  '  estero,'  the  enemy  came  up 
in  force,  with  &\e  battalions  of  infantry  and  three  regi- 
ments of  cavalry,  and  they  made  their  artillery  w^ork 
upon  Rivarola.  They  crossed  the  ^estero,'  when  Rivarola 
showed  his  two  battalions  of  infantry,  and  they  then 
stopped,  the  infantry  of  both  sides  firing  at  each  other 
for  some  time.  At  last  the  Brazilian  cavalry,  which  w^as 
splendidly  mounted,  charged  hi  column  the  Paraguayan 
regiment,  whose  miserable  haggard  horses  could  hardly 
move,  and  which  in  line  awaited  the  attack.  The 
Brazilians  came  on  bravely  till  within  150  yards  of  the 
Paraguayans,  when  the  latter  made  their  horses  canter  to 
meet  them,  thus  causing  the  Brazilians  immediately  to 
turn  tail  in  a  most  disgraceful  manner,  and  gallop  away. 
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This  was  the  only  movement  made  on  either  side,  and  at 
length  the  enemy  retired,  leaving  some  200  dead  on  the 
field.  The  Paraguayans  lost  only  about  eighty  killed 
and  wounded. 

A  party  of  Lopez'  men  one  night  went  and  brought 
away,  bodily,  one  of  the  enemy's  watchtowers,  made  of 
four  young  trees.     The  guard  at  the  tower  were  cut  up. 

The  Paraguayan  cavalry,  under  the  command  of 
General  (then  Major)  Caballero,  used  every  morning  to 
go  out  in  the  direction  of  San  Solano,  about  halfway 
from  which  they  used  to  feed  their  horses,  at  a  place 
called  Hermosacue.  On  October  3,  Major  Caballero, 
with  his  whole  force  (about  1,000  men),  went  to  recon- 
noitre as  far  as  Isla  Tayi,  when  the  enemy  sent  out  some 
skirmishers  to  meet  him.  These  were  followed  by  a 
regiment,  which  was  routed  by  Caballero,  as  were  three 
more  which  came  to  support  the  first.  Some  of  the 
enemy's  infantry  now  came  up,  and  harassed  Caballero 
from  behind  the  clumps  of  trees,  making  him  retreat. 
When  the  enemy's  cavalry  again  began  to  advance, 
Caballero  charged  them,  remaining  master  of  the  field. 
The  Brazilians  lost  about  500  men,  and  the  Paraguayans 
about  300,  killed  and  wounded. 

On  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  Caxias  prepared  an 
ambush  of  5,000  cavalry,  all  of  which  were,  during  the 
nio-ht,  hidden  behind  the  different  woods  scattered  over 
the  plain.  In  the  morning,  as  usual,  Caballero  came  out 
of  Humaita  with  his  cavalry,  and  followed  up  one  regi- 
ment, which  was  shown  him  for  a  bait,  till  he  was  more 
than  three  miles  from  Humaita,  at  a  place  called  Tatayiba, 
when  he  was  in  an  instant  surrounded  by  the  Brazilian 
cavalry,  of  whom  there  were  so  many,  that  on  the 
small  patches  of  ground  between  the  '  esteros  '  they  could 
hardly  operate  at  all.  Caballero  cut  his  way  along  till 
under  the  guns  of  Humaita,  when  the  enemy  left  him. 
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For  the  whole  three  miles  he  was  completely  surrounded, 
and  was  fighting  hand-to-hand  the  whole  way.  The 
Paraguayan  cavalry  suffered  most  severely,  losing  400 
dead,  138  prisoners  (wounded),  and  some  wounded  who 
were  able  to  ride  in  to  Humaita.  The  Brazilians  lost 
some  150  killed  and  wounded,  and  some  eight  officers. 
The  wonder  is  that  a  single  Paraguayan  was  allowed  to 
return.  Caballero,  who  had  been  promoted  to  lieu- 
tenant-colonel for  the  action  at  Isla  Tayi,  was  now 
promoted  to  be  colonel,  and  Lopez  decreed  a  medal  to 
all  engaged  at  Tatayiba.*  This  medal  was  struck,  and 
presented  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

On  the  same  day  a  diversion  was  attempted  by  the 
Argentines  against  the  Paraguayan  vanguard  opposite  the 
Angle.  The  Paraguayans  retired,  drawing  the  enemy 
within  the  range  of  their  guns,  from  which  the  latter 
suffered  some  losses. 

Lopez  had  been  assembling  a  large  stock  of  cattle  in 
the  Potrero  Obella,  in  anticipation  of  a  siege.  The  opening 
to  the  Potrero  through  the  woods,  which  has  been  de- 
scribed, was  closed  with  a  trench,  and  defended  by  some 
200  Paraguayans.  There  was  another  road  into  the 
Potrero,  going  from  Tayi  along  the  edge  of  the  river,  and 
entering  the  Potrero  at  Laurel,  where  Lopez  had  a  trench 
made,  and  placed  fourteen  guns,  with  a  garrison  of  600 
men,  under  Major  Franco.     This  trench  faced  Tayi. 

On  one  of  their  reconnoitring  expeditions,  the  enemy 
became  aware  of  the  trench  defending  the  entrance  to  the 
Potrero  Obella,  from  the  land  side,  and  determined  to 
obtain  possession  of  it.  On  October  28,  General  Mena 
Barreto,  with  5,000  men,  was  ordered  to  go  and  take  it. 
The  trench  was  at  the  end  of  a  narrow  opening  in  the 
wood,  which  the  Brazilians  had  to  go  down  before  reaching 

*  Tatayiba,  a  tree,  the  sawdust  of  which  gives  a  brilliant  yellow  dye. 
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it,  and  in  which  they  were  exposed  to  enfilade-fire.  The 
Paraguayans  fought  well,  keeping  the  enemy  at  bay 
for  a  long  time,  but  were  overpowered  at  last.  Accord- 
ing to  Caxias'  official  account,  the  Brazilians  lost  370 
men,  and  the  Paraguayans  eighty  killed  and  fifty-six 
wounded. 

After  taking  this  trench,  Mena  Barreto  proceeded  to 
Tayi  to  reconnoitre ;  and  on  arriving  at  the  side  of  the 
river,  he  began  firing  mth  his  artillery  at  two  Para- 
guayan steamers  which  were  going  down  the  stream. 
These  stopped  and  bombarded  him,  compelling  him  to 
retreat.  Lopez,  hearing  the  enemy  had  been  to  Tayi, 
became  anxious  about  it,  as,  if  the  enemy  placed  a 
battery  there,  his  river-communication  would  be  stopped. 
He  therefore  sent  me,  on  November  1,  to  Tayi,  to  choose 
a  position  and  mark  out  a  trench,  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  obtaining  possession  of  the  cliff  of  the  river,  which 
was  only  about  400  yards  long,  and  was  terminated  on 
both  sides  by  ^  carrizal.'  The  same  steamer  brought 
the  9th  Battalion  of  infantry,  some  400  strong,  under 
Captain  Rios,  and  three  pieces  of  field  artillery,  the 
two  forces  being  under  command  of  Major  Villamayor, 
a  favourite  aide-de-camp  of  Lopez,  and  a  very  brave 
but  stupid  man.  I  was  to  give  them  their  work  to  do, 
and  return  immediately.  AVe  arrived  there  late  in  the 
afternoon,  and  after  reconnoitring,  found  the  enemy  close 
by,  behind  the  woods.  Advanced  guards  were  placed, 
and  a  redoubt  traced  out,  with  the  river  for  its  rear. 
Three  steamers  were  placed,  to  flank  with  their  guns  the 
front  of  the  redoubt,  and  the  work  w^as  begun  at  sunset 
on  the  1st. 

Seeing  an  old  guardhouse  at  Tayi,  with  a  strong 
stockade  all  round  it,  I  sent  a  canoe  to  Laurel  (from 
which  place  there  was  a  telegraph  line  to  Paso  Pucu), 
with  a  despatch    advising    Lopez   that   the    enemy   was 
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close  by,  and  that  the  stockade  could  be  made  very 
defensible  by  the  morning,  by  throwing  up  earth  against 
it,  &c.,  whereas  the  trench  would,  by  the  same  time, 
be  still  very  backward.  He  preferred,  however,  that  the 
trench  should  be  proceeded  with. 

Next  morning  Mena  Barreto  attacked  the  Paraguayans, 
who,  on  seeing  him  approach,  got  below  the  cliff,  and  fired 
over  it  ;  but  they  were  immediately  overpowered,  and 
almost  all  were  butchered  by  the  Brazilians.  Major 
Villamayor  was  killed;  Captain  Rios,  badly  wounded, 
effected  his  escape  with  a  very  few  to  Laurel. 

The  steamers  continued  to  bombard  the  Brazilians, 
who  brought  their  artillery  to  the  edge  of  the  river,  and 
opened  a  terrible  fire  on  them,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  infantry  poured  in  rifle-bullets,  killing  the  greater 
part  of  the  crews.  Two  steamers  were  sunk — viz.,  the 
'  Olimpo  '  and  the  *  25  de  Mayo ' — the  other  one,  the 
*  Ypora,'  escaping. 

The  Brazilians  immediately  entrenched  themselves 
strongly  at  Tayi,  which  they  armed  Avith  fourteen  guns, 
and  garrisoned  with  6,000  men.  At  San  Solano  and  its 
vicinity,  10,000  men  were  kept  ready  to  reinforce  it,  in 
case  Lopez  should  attack  it.  They  further  stretched  chains 
across  the  river,  so  as  completely  to  cut  off  all  hope  for  a 
Paraguayan  steamer  to  pass.  One  was  plated  with  rail- 
way iron  for  running  past  the  battery,  but  the  armour  did 
not  answer,  being  too  heavy,  and  was  taken  off  again. 

These  occurrences  were  kept  a  profound  secret  by 
Lopez,  most  people  in  the  Paraguayan  army  not  knowing 
them  till  some  months  afterwards,  when  they  oozed  out. 

A  few  days  after  the  capture  of  Tayi,  a  Brazilian  major, 
with  three  other  officers,  went  some  distance  on  the  road 
towards  Laurel,  and  were  killed  by  the  Paraguayans. 

When  the  Allies  marched  to  Tuyucue,  Lopez  sent 
Lieutenant-Colonel   Nunez  to  the  principal  pass  of  the 
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Tebicuaiy,  where  he  had  a  battalion  of  recruits  (the  45th), 
and  two  squadrons  of  cavalry,  also  recruits.  He  made  a 
trench  to  defend  the  pass,  and  had  six  guns  there.  He 
also  had  guards  at  the  other  passes  higher  up  the  Tebicuary. 
!N^unez  had  charge  of  remitting  the  cattle,  supplies,  and 
correspondence  through  the  new  road  in  the  Chaco,  passing 
them  over  the  Elver  Paraguay,  about  four  miles  above  the 
Tebicuary,  at  a  point  called  ]Monte  Lindo. 

The  cattle  was  taken  over  the  river  in  various  ways. 
At  Monte  Lindo  the  river  was  560  yards  wide,  and  the 
current  very  rapid.  One  method  was  to  construct  a 
'  manga' — /.  e.,  two  strong  fences  springing  from  the  edge 
of  the  water,  about  four  feet  apart,  and  parallel  for  a 
distance  of  about  twenty  yards,  when  they  spread  out 
like  a  funnel.  The  cattle  was  driven  into  the  wi4^  end 
of  the  funnel,  and  came  out  one  by  one  into  the  water, 
where  some  cows  were  attached  to  a  canoe,  which  immedi- 
ately made  for  the  other  side  of  the  river,  the  animals  from 
the  ^  manga  '  following  those  attached  to  the  canoe.  Many 
Avere  drowned,  however,  by  this  method.  Another  was  to 
fasten  four  animals  on  each  side  of  a  canoe  by  their  horns, 
and  then  paddle  across ;  they  also  tied  the  animals'  legs 
and  horns  together,  and  cariied  four  across  in  a  canoe. 
But  the  best  plan,  and  the  one  most  used,  was  a  large 
pontoon  towed  by  a  steamer. 

When  the  allied  amiy  had  first  approached  Paso  la 
Patria,  Lopez  ordered  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  coast  of 
the  Parana,*  to  go  to  the  north  of  the  Arroyo  Hondo. 
When  he  knew  the  Allies  were  going  to  march  to  Tuyucue, 
he  ordered  all  the  inhabitants  {i.  e.  men,  women,  and 
children)  to  go  beyond  the  Tebicuary,  laying  waste  the 
whole  of  the  districts  of  Xeembucu  and  Misiones.     Most 

*  In  Paraguay,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  population  lived  in  isolated 
houses,  scattered  all  over  the  country,  and  not  in  villages,  being  thus  enabled 
to  maintain  themselves  by  the  produce  of  their  ground. 
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of  the  people  thus  driven  out  of  their  homes  died  of  want 
and  hardship. 

The  country,  therefore,  between  the  Allies  and  the 
Tebicuary  was  perfectly  deserted.  All  the  poor  furniture 
and  belongings  of  the  people  Avere  left  in  the  houses,  as 
they  could  only  take  with  them  what  they  could  carry  on 
their  heads.  The  cattle  of  that  tract  of  country  had  also 
been  driven  away,  and  only  a  few  small  herds  were  left 
for  the  immediate  consumption  of  the  army. 

The  Allies  sent  various  reconnoitring  expeditions  into 
this  part  of  the  country,  and  there  was  some  slight  skirmish- 
ing with  the  Paraguayans,  who  were  to  be  found  every- 
where in  small  numbers ;  they  took  possession  twice  of  the 
Pilar,  and  once  the  Brazilians  arrived  at  the  pass  of  the 
Tebicuary,  exchanging  a  few  shots  with  Nuiiez.  One  of 
these  expeditions,  under  Major  Ascona,  went  to  San  Juan, 
capturing  some  cattle  and  taking  a  few  prisoners ;  but,  re- 
turning by  the  same  road,  was  waylaid  by  the  Paraguayans, 
under  Captain  Rojas,  who  sprang  from  an  ambush,  and 
retook  the  prisoners  and  cattle,  besides  capturing  two 
of  the  enemy's  officers.  One  of  these  was  a  Para- 
guayan, who  had  some  time  since  deserted  to  the  enemy. 
Lopez  was  in  great  glee  at  having  caught  him ;  he  was 
brought  (badly  wounded)  to  Paso  Pucu,  where  he  was 
nearly  beaten  to  death,  and  then  shot. 

Ever  since  the  Allies  had  marched  part  of  their  forces 
to  Tuyucue,  Lopez  had  the  idea  of  attacking  Tuyuti, 
and  I  was  commissioned  to  make  a  map  of  the  fortifications 
of  that  place.  Having  formerly  made  an  accurate  plan 
of  the  whole  of  the  ground  there,  I  was  enabled  to  get 
through  my  task  with  tolerable  success.  The  greater  part 
of  the  fortifications  of  Tuyuti  was  visible  from  our  watch- 
towers,  where  I  took  up  my  theodolite  to  make  observa- 
tions. I  also  saw  some  of  the  deserters  who  came  from 
Tuyuti,  and  examined  them  upon  the  state  of  the  defences. 
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At  lengtli  Lopez  determined  to  attack  it  on  No- 
vember 3.  All  the  arrangements  were  made  on  the  2nd. 
General  Barrios  was  to  command  the  whole  expedition, 
which  consisted  of  8,000  men,  divided  into  four  brigades 
of  infantry,  each  consisting  of  four  battalions,  and  two 
brigades  of  cavalry,  each  of  three  regiments.  Barrios  was 
to  go  with  the  infantry  by  the  way  of  Yataity  Cora ;  the 
brave  Colonel  Ximenez  leading  the  vanguard,  and  Colonel 
Luis  Gonzalez  being  Barrios'  second.  Colonel  Caballero 
was  to  take  the  cavalry  farther  to  the  enemy's  right,  by 
the  Paso  Sati.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rivarola  was  his 
second.  It  was  not  intended  to  hold  the  place,  as  Lopez 
had  not  men  enouo;h  to  o-arrison  it.  The  intention  was  to 
bring  away  some  of  the  guns — especially  one  or  more  of 
Whitworth's  32-pounders,  which  Lopez  and  everyone 
else  envied  extremely — and  to  cause  the  enemy  to  re- 
concentrate  himself  towards  that  point,  which  was  the 
base  of  his  operations. 

Lopez  had  all  the  commanding-officers  together  over 
the  map,  and  gave  them  his  directions.  These  were,  that 
they  were  to  be  all  ready  the  night  before,  as  near  as 
])ossible  to  the  enemy's  lines,  and  at  the  first  breaking  of 
day,  the  infantry  were  to  rush  on  the  Argentine  camp, 
and  the  cavalry  on  the  Brazilian  redoubts  at  the  right ; 
that,  clearing  everything  before  them,  they  were  to  make 
their  way  to  Piris,  sending  the  guns  back  to  their  own 
camp  as  fast  as  they  were  taken,  and  were  then  to  return 
themselves.  After  giving  these  instructions,  however,  he 
gave  them  the  order,  that  when  they  had  entered  the 
enemy's  camp,  they  were  to  let  the  soldiers  go  about  and 
see  what  they  could  pick  up.  When  a  General  can  give 
such  an  order,  he  deserves  every  reverse  that  may  happen 
to  him.  The  result  of  this  order  was  that,  instead  of  being 
a  brilliant  victory,  as  it  was  at  first,  it  turned  out  a 
heavy  loss  for  the  Paraguayans,  as  well  as  for  the  Allies. 
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The  enemy,  keeping  his  advanced  guards  so  near  to  his 
lines,  enabled  the  Paraguayans  to  get  very  near  them  at 
night,  and,  even  had  they  been  awake  and  given  the  alarm, 
the  distance  was  so  short,  that  the  Paraguayans  would 
have  been  at  their  trenches  before  the  garrison  could 
stand  to  them. 

On  November  3, 1867,  Lopez  was  up  before  daylight, 
and  watching  for  the  attack.  At  break  of  day,  the  Para- 
guayans marched  on  in  double-quick  step,  silently,  finding 
the  enemy  asleep ;  one  of  the  advanced  guards  peppered 
the  Paraguayans  after  they  had  passed,  but  no  notice  was 
taken  of  them,  in  order  to  make  as  little  noise  as  possible. 
Just  as  the  Paraguayans  reached  the  first  line  of  trenches, 
two  guns  were  fired,  and  a  few  musketry  shots  also,  but 
the  firing  immediately  ceased.  The  infantry  swept  all 
before  it,  setting  fire,  as  it  went  along,  to  everything, 
burning  the  whole  camp,  and  blowing  up  many  powder- 
mao^azines.  The  second  line  of  trenches  w^as  taken  with 
equal  facility  ;  four  battalions  of  Brazilians,  who  were 
doing  garrison  duty  there,  were  seized  with  such  a  panic, 
that  they  disbanded  and  fled  to  Itapiru,  where  they  hoped 
to  save  themselves  in  the  water.  In  their  flight  they 
were  accompanied  by  all  the  sutlers  and  merchants  of  the 
camp.  Ferry-boat  fares  rose  to  such  an  extent  that  lOOZ. 
was  paid  for  a  passage  across  the  river,  and  10/.  to  be  taken 
a  little  way  from  the  shore. 

After  taking  the  second  line  of  trenches,  the  Para- 
guayans, who  had  now  reached  the  '  Comercio,'  w^here 
all  the  shops  and  stores  were,  disbanded,  as  Lopez  had 
ordered,  and  betook  themselves  to  sacking,  pillaging,  and 
burning.  Porto  Alegre  himself  behaved  bravely,  but  his 
army  did  not.  He  assembled  some  troops  to  defend  the 
citadel,  wdiich  was  now  easy,  as  the  Paraguayans  had  all 
disbanded,  and  from  thence  poured  in  fire  upon  them, 
killing  and  wounding  many.     The  wounded  immediately 
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loaded  themselves  with  booty,  and  returned  to  the  Para- 
guayan camp.  Some  Brazilian  cavalry,  which  was  en- 
camped near  the  southern  Bellaco,  did  not  move  till  the 
Paraguayans  had  disbanded,  when  it  charged  them.  The 
Paraguayans  sacked  the  whole  of  the  camp,  as  far  as  the 
southern  Bellaco,  in  the  rear  of  the  citadel,  drinking  and 
eating  handfuls  of  sugar,  of  which  they  were  very  fond. 
At  last  the  Brazilians  and  Argentines  came  out  of  the 
citadel,  and  butchered  many  of  the  Paraguayans,  who  were 
here,  there,  and  everywhere — those  who  could  do  so  making 
oiF  with  their  booty. 

The  Paraguayan  cavalry  behaved  much  better.  They 
arrived  at  the  trenches  of  the  redoubts  almost  without 
being  heard,  turning  the  garrison  out  in  their  shirts. 
They  jumped  off  their  horses,  and  sword-in-hand  scaled 
the  trenches.  The  commander  of  one  of  these  redoubts, 
seeing  the  Paraguayans  were  determined  on  having  it, 
held  np  a  white  flag  in  token  of  surrender,  when  Cabal- 
lero  stopped  his  men,  and  ordered  the  enemy  to  lay  doA^^l 
their  arms.  This  they  hesitated  to  do,  and  he  ordered  his 
men  to  cut  them  do^vn.  The  rest  new  threw  down  their 
arms,  and  Caballero  stopped  the  carnage.  The  piisoners, 
all  Brazilians,  to  the  number  of  249  men  and  10  officers, 
besides  Major  Cunha  Mattos,  and  the  Argentine  Major 
Aranda,  together  with  some  six  women,  were  marched 
off  to  the  Paraguayan  camp,  under  an  escort  of  six  Para- 
guayan cavalry  soldiers.  The  guns  were  immediately  sent 
forward,  towards  Paso  Pucu.  Two  other  redoubts  were 
stormed  and  taken  by  Bivarola  and  Montiel,  the  garri- 
sons being  put  to  the  sword.  The  barracks  were  then 
set  on  fire. 

As  soon  as  news  came  of  what  was  going  on  at 
Tuyuti,  reinforcements  were  despatched  from  Tuyucue. 
General  Hornos,  with  the  Correntino  cavalry  and  two 
Argentine    regiments,    the     Paraguayan     Legion,    and 
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General  Victorino  witli  his  own  and  anotlier  division  of 
Brazilian  cavalry,  galloped  to  Tuyuti  and  engaged  the 
Paraguayan  cavalry,  at  the  moment  they  had  finished 
with  the  redoubts.  The  Paraguayan  cavalry  fought 
bravely,  charging  repeatedly  through  the  enemy.  The 
fighting  at  this  point,  hand-to-hand,  lasted  more  than  an 
hour,  after  w^hich  they  retired,  all  the  fighting  being  over 
by  nine  o'clock.  The  whole  of  the  enemy's  camp,  from 
the  centre  to  the  right,  was  a  mass  of  fire  and  smoke, 
occasionally  relieved  by  the  explosion  of  a  powder-maga- 
zine. The  Paraguayans,  retreating  from  Tuyuti,  were 
collected  at  Yataity  Cora,  and  reorganised,  the  wounded 
going  right  on  to  Paso  Pucu  with  their  booty. 

Three  flags  were  taken — two  very  seedy  Brazilian  flags, 
and  a  beautifully-embroidered  Argentine  one.  Fourteen 
guns  of  different  calibres,  from  a  7-inch  homtzer  to  a 
9-pounder  rifled  gun,  were  taken  into  the  Paraguayan 
camp.  Among  these  there  was  a  Krupp  12-pounder 
rifled  steel  breechloader,  which  was  taken  loaded,  the 
enemy  not  having  had  time  to  fire  it.  A  Whitworth  32- 
pounder  had  been  sent  from  Tuyuti,  but,  being  a  heavy 
gun,  had  sunk  above  the  naves  of  the  wheels  into  the  mud 
of  the  ^  estero,'  and  not  being  able  to  get  it  out,  the  men 
left  it  there,  within  rifle-shot  from  the  enemy's  trenches. 

Lopez  was  much  vexed  when  he  heard  that  the  gun  had 
been  left  there,  and  General  Bruguez,  who  was  with 
him,  begged  to  be  allowed  to  go  and  fetch  it.  Lopez 
told  him  to  take  two  battalions  from  Barrios,  and  jio  for 
it.  He  also  told  him  to  shoot,  on  his  way,  two  Para- 
guayans who  had  been  taken  prisoners.  Bruguez  accord- 
ingly went,  and  had  the  two  Paraguayans  shot  through 
their  backs,  as  traitors  ;  and  having  with  difficulty  got  to- 
gether two  battalions  of  men,  he  started  for  the  gun,  tak- 
ing twelve  yoke  of  oxen,  and  lots  of  cordage  with  him. 
When  he  arrived  there,  the  Brazilians,  who  dreaded  that 
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gun  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Paraguayans,  were  abeady 
trying  to  take  it  back  to  their  trench,  with  men  and  oxen. 
On  Bruguez  approaching  them,  they  retired,  keeping  up 
a  terrible  cannonade  and  musketry.  Bruguez,  however, 
tackled  the  gun,  and  brought  it  away  from  under  their 
trenches.  He  lost  some  men,  including  Major  Mendoza, 
of  the  Artillery.  This  gun  was  found  to  be  loaded  with 
two  cartridges  and  no  shot,  and  the  copper  ventpiece  was 
burned  inside,  and  turned  up,  so  that  the  cartridge 
could  not  be  pricked.  The  gun  was  brought  away  just 
at  dark. 

The  Allies  lost  about  1,700  men,  killed,  wounded,  and 
prisoners.  Porto  Alegre  was  slightly  wounded,  and  had 
two  horses  killed  under  him.  Some  carts  with  clothing, 
some  mules  and  horses,  were  taken.  The  whole  camp  of 
the  right  was  destroyed  and  burned. 

The  Paraguayans  lost  about  1,200,  left  on  the  field, 
most  of  them  killed ;  and  about  as  many  wounded  re- 
turned, so  that  of  the  8,000  men  who  went,  nearly  a  third 
were  put  hors  de  combat.  The  40th  Battalion  was  again 
cut  up,,  its  band  completely  destroyed,  and  only  100  men  of 
it  came  back  sound  ;  the  20th  Battalion,  which  went  into 
action  460  strong,  came  out  numbering  only  76  ;  and  of 
the  3rd  Battalion,  which  was  400  strong,  about  100  re- 
turned. Besides  the  field-of&cer  mentioned,  three  others 
were  left  dead— viz.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lescano,  and 
Majors  Fernandez  and  Bullo.  Colonels  Gonzalez,  Xi- 
menez,  and  Rivarola,  and  Majors  Duarte  and  Montiel, 
were  wounded,  but  returned. 

Brigadier-General  Barrios  was  promoted  to  be  a  gene- 
ral of  di\dsion ;  but  as  Lopez,  although  a  marshal,  stiU 
wore  the  uniform  of  a  general  of  division.  Barrios  was 
oblio^ed  to  wear  that  of  brio-adier. 

A  diversion  had  been  made  by  the  Paraguayans,  at 
their  extreme  right,  threatening  to  attack  the  Brazilian  left. 


SPOILS    OF    THE    ALLIED    CAMP.  235 

When  the  enemy  at  Tuyucue  perceived  what  was 
going  on  at  Tuyuti,  he  sent  out  five  battalions  to  threaten 
Espinillo,  but  they  did  not  come  within  range. 

The  spoil  brought  from  Tuyuti  by  the  Paraguayans  was 
immense,  and  consisted  of  articles  of  every  conceivable  kind. 
The  only  artichokes  I  ever  saw  in  Paraguay  were  brought 
from  the  allied  camp  that  day.  A  mail  had  just  arrived 
from  Buenos  Ayres,  and  was  taken  to  Lopez,  who,  on 
reading  one  of  the  letters,  said,  '  Poor  Mitre !  I  am  read- 
ing his  wife's  letter,'  and  then  stated  what  the  letter  was 
about.  A  box  w^as  brought  to  Lopez,  which  had  just 
arrived  for  General  Emilio  Mitre,  containing  tea,  cheese, 
coffee,  and  a  pair  of  boots.  New  officers'  uniforms  were 
brought  from  a  tailor's.  Parasols,  dresses,  crinolines, 
shirts  (Crimean  shirts  especially),  cloth,  were  brought  in 
large  quantities,  every  man  carrying  as  much  as  he  could. 
A  tripod  telescope  was  brought  from  one  of  the  watch- 
towers,  and  gold  watches,  sovereigns,  and  dollars  were 
abundant.  One  man,  who  found  a  bag  full  of  the  cut 
half  and  quarter  dollars,  threw  it  away  as  not  sufficiently 
valuable  for  him. 

The  Allies  again  set  to  work  to  add  to  the  fortifications 
of  Tuyuti.  The  Paraguayans  rejoiced  at  the  victory, 
and  Lopez  decreed  them  a  medal,  which  was  struck  at 
Asuncion. 

The  prisoners  who  were  brought  from  Tuyuti  were 
put  into  a  prison  made  expressly  for  them,  by  a  stock- 
ade surrounding  a  piece  of  ground,  which  was  partly 
roofed  in.  The  officers,  who  had  given  their  parole,  were 
yet  sent  into  this  prison  with  the  common  men,  and  suf- 
fered so  much  from  hunger,  dirt,  and  exposure,  that  one 
of  them  (a  captain)  tried  to  escape,  and  got  into  the 
woods,  but  was  unable  to  cross  the  Paraguayan  lines. 
After  three  days,  he  was  found  sitting  under  a  bush,  and 
was  taken  and  shot.     To  inspire  the  remainder  with  a 
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proper  dread  of  attempting  to  escape,  it  was  said  that  fifty 
of  them  were  marched  out  and  shot.  The  greater  part  of 
those  who  were  now  left  died  of  want  and  illtreatment ; 
a  few  hoAvever  survived,  and  were  taken  to  the  Tebi- 
cuary. 

The  two  majors  who  were  taken  were  sent  to  the  Chief 
of  the  Staff,  in  whose  house  they  occupied  a  room.  Lopez 
sent  word  to  them  that  he  did  not  wdsh  to  treat  officers  of 
their  distinction  like  common  soldiers,  in  making  them 
answer  interrogatories,  and  would  be  satisfied  with  their 
each  writing  out  everything  they  knew  about  the  situation 
of  the  Allies. 

The  whole  line  of  trench  from  the  Angle  to  Humaita 
had  been  well  armed  with  artillery  ever  since  the  Allies 
had  marched  to  Tuyucue,  but  they  never  came  within 
range  of  it.  The  '  General  Diaz '  was  brought  to  Espi- 
nillo,  and  bombarded  the  camp  of  Tuyucue  once  or  twice, 
but  was  soon  liors  de  combat. 

The  Whitworth  32-pounder  which,  with  its  ammuni- 
tion-waggon, had  been  brought  from  Tuyuti,  very  soon 
had  a  new  ventpiece  put  in,  and  was  taken  to  Curupayty 
one  afternoon,  and  placed  at  the  right  of  the  battery, 
whence  the  wooden  fieet  was  visible,  and  out  of  range  of 
any  artillery  the  Paraguayans  ever  had  before.  This 
delightful  gun,  the  long-coveted  ^  Phew,'  however,  could 
go  a  long  way  over  the  fleet,  and  made  capital  practice 
that  afternoon,  sending  the  fleet  about  its  business.  The 
'  Belmonte,'  among  others,  received  a  shot  which  dis- 
mounted her  150-pounder  Whitworth,  and  killed  the 
whole  garrison  of  the  gun.  In  all,  the  wooden  fleet 
was  struck  thirty-four  times  that  afternoon,  and 
dropped  down  out  of  sight.  The  gun  was  then  sent  to 
Espinillo,  where  it  was  daily  fired  at  the  allied  camp 
with  some  success.  Hundreds  of  balls  and  shells  fired  by 
the  enemy  had  been  collected  for  this  gun. 
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The  Krupp  12-pounder  had  no  ammunition  with  it, 
and  this  had  to  be  made  at  Asuncion.  The  gun  was  then 
taken  to  different  parts  of  the  trench,  for  amusement,  and 
fired  at  the  enemy. 

At  the  Battle  of  Tuyuti,  the  Oriental  army,  which 
the  day  before  numbered  forty  men  and  a  general,  was 
reduced  to  a  general  and  twenty  men. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

LOPEZ  COXCEXTEATES  HIS  EOKCES  AT  PASO  Prcr,  AXD  ESTABLISHES 
A  CAMP  AXD  BATTERY  AT  TIMBO — MITRE  LEAVES  THE  COMMAND 
IN   THE   HANDS   OF   CAXIAS — DEATH   OF   GENERAL   FLORES. 

After  the  Battle  of  Tujuti,  Lopez,  seeing  that  the 
Allies  continued  in  possession  of  Tayi,  and  showed  no 
intention  of  re-concentrating  themselves,  determined  to 
withdraw  his  troops  into  a  smaller  compass,  and  to  fortify 
Humaita. 

He  therefore  urged  forward  the  work  of  a  trench  which 
I  had  begun,  and  which,  resting  its  right  in  the  Laguna 
Lopez,  followed  the  crest  of  the  height  of  Paso  Pucu, 
joining  on  to  the  old  trench  at  Espinillo.  Triangular 
redoubts  were  made  at  the  Angle,  and  at  intervals  along 
the  trench  to  Humaita,  the  trench  itself  serving  for  one 
side.  They  were  made  so  as  to  flank,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  intervals  of  trench  between  them.  The  old  trench 
from  Sauce  to  the  Angle  was  left  only  with  guards,  and 
the  artillery  (150  pieces)  removed,  the  heavy  guns  being 
all  taken  into  Humaita,  and  a  fcAv  light  ones  placed  at  the 
Paso  Pucu  trench.  Espinillo,  and  the  rest  of  the  line  as 
far  as  Humaita,  was  left  crowded  with  artillery.  Captain 
Barrios  was  left  with  100  men  and  one  gun  at  Sauce. 
Major  J.  Fernandez,  with  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  guarded 
the  old  centre  and  left.  General  Bruguez,  whose  house 
was  now  at  Espinillo,  commanded  the  whole  of  the  new 
line. 


CHAIN    OF    rONTOONS   A^B    CAXOES.  239 

In  the  beginning  of  December  a  trench  was  begun  at 
Timbu^  in  the  Chaco,  hidden  in  a  wood  at  the  edge  of  the 
river.  It  was  first  garrisoned  with  six  battahons  of  in- 
fantry and  three  regiments  of  cavahy,  and  was  armed 
with  thirty  guns,  all  fieldpieces.  It  was  commanded  by 
Colonel  Caballero,  who  had  charge  of  the  communica- 
tions  through  the  Chaco. 

All  the  camp-women  were  informed  that  those  who 
wished  to  2:0  to  Asuncion  micjht  do  so  throuofh  the 
Chaco.  For  more  than  a  year  none  had  been  allowed 
either  to  come  or  go,  and  many  now  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunityj  having  to  walk  the  whole  way,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  250  miles. 

The  General  Hospital  was  removed  to  Humaita,  where 
the  sick,  being  continually  bombarded,  suffered  some 
losses.  Dr.  Fox,  one  of  the  army  surgeons,  was  wounded 
in  the  leg  by  a  shell,  which  burst  in  one  of  the  wards. 

From  the  point  where  the  ironclads  lay  at  anchor  the 
chain  of  Humaita  was  visible.  This  consisted  of  three 
chains  side  by  side,  of  Avhich  the  heaviest  had  7^- inch 
links,  supported  on  a  number  of  canoes,  and  on  three 
pontoons.  The  ironclads  fired  for  three  months  at  these 
pontoons  and  canoes,  sinking  them  all,  when,  of  course, 
the  chain  went  to  the  bottom,  as  the  river  there  is  about 
700  yards  wide,  and  the  chain  could  not  be  drawn  taut 
without  intermediate  supports.  The  chain  was  thus  buried 
some  two  feet  under  the  mud  of  the  river,  offering  no  ob- 
stacle whatever  to  the  navigation.  Some  attempts  were 
made  to  place  floats  and  raise  the  chain  to  them,  but  they 
proved  unsuccessful.  From  August  to  February  the  iron- 
clads bombarded  the  church,  displacing  some  bricks,  and 
cutting  one  or  two  beams  in  half. 

About  the  beginning  of  October,  M.  Cochelet,  the 
French  consul,  was  relieved  by  M.  Cuverville.  M. 
Cochelet  was  in  Lopez'  black  books,  because  he  would 
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not  visit  Mrs.  Lynch.  When  he  came  from  Asuncion,  he 
was  placed  with  his  family  in  a  room  at  Humaita,  exposed 
to  the  continual  bombardment  of  the  Brazilians,  remain- 
ing there  for  some  days  till  the  French  steamer  came 
for  him. 

At  the  befrinnino^  of  December  the  Italian  Government 
sent  a  consul,  who,  after  living  for  some  days  under  fire 
at  Humaita,  was  sent  to  Asuncion  through  the  Chaco. 

Whenever  a  ball  made  a  hole  in  Lopez'  house  at  Hu- 
maita,  it  was  immediately  repaired  and  whitewashed,  so 
as  to  leave  no  trace,  as  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  his 
house  could  be  hit  by  the  enemy.  Two  or  three  small 
guns,  placed  in  the  woods  opposite  the  ironclads  at 
Humaita,  molested  the  Brazilians  whenever  they  showed 
themselves  on  board. 

On  December  26  the  ironclads  steamed  up  within 
range  of  Humaita,  to  reconnoitre,  and  then  returned  to 
their  anchorage. 

The  steamers  '  Tacuari '  and  '  Ygurei,'  which  had  re- 
mained between  Humaita  and  Tayi,  did  all  the  transport 
work  between  Timbo  and  Humaita,  landing  and  taking 
in  their  cargoes  opposite  the  church,  and  out  of  sight  of 
the  ironclads. 

The  '  Aca-vera '  gun  was  by  this  time  finished,  and 
brought  down  to  Humaita,  where  it  was  placed  in  posi- 
tion. The  '  Cristiano '  was  also  brought  from  Curupayty, 
and  mounted  at  Humaita. 

Small  raids  were  made  continually  by  Lopez'  men  where 
they  were  least  expected.  One  day  in  December  they 
brouo-ht  800  bullocks  from  behind  the  enemv's  line 
of  communication  between  Tuyucue  and  Tuyuti.  On 
another  occasion  they  brought  1,800  head  of  cattle  from 
near  Pedro  Gonzalez,  and  another  time  carried  off  from 
the  same  place  Captain  Silva,  a  Paraguayan  who  had 
deserted  to  the  enemy  some  time  before,  and  who  was 
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serving  them  as  guide.     He  was  thrown  into  prison,  and 
after  answering  many  questions,  was  flogged  to  death. 

One  of  the  principal  amusements,  both  in  the  Para- 
guayan camp  and  in  that  of  the  Allies,  was  bombarding 
each  other  with  WhitAVorth's  32-pounders.  After  it  was 
begun  by  the  Paraguayans  from  Espinillo,  the  Brazilians 
brought  three  of  those  guns  to  their  lines  at  Tuyucue, 
and  they  used  to  fire  both  at  our  32-pounder,  to  try  and 
dismount  it,  and  at  Lopez'  headquarters.  When  Lopez 
had  had  his  dinner,  and  retired  in  peace  to  his  casemate, 
he  would  order  Espinillo  to  bombard.  He  always  had 
some  officers  with  telescopes  on  the  top  of  his  earthwork, 
who  sent  word  to  him  of  everything  that  went  on — every 
shot  which  was  fired  by  the  enemy,  where  it  came  from, 
where  it  fell,  and  whether  it  burst  or  not ;  also  every 
shot  from  Espinillo,  where  it  w^as  going  to,  and  Avhere  it 
fell  and  burst.  In  order  to  do  this  properly,  the  officer  at 
the  gun  at  Espinillo  had  a  number  of  black  letters 
painted  on  hide,  these  letters  representing  the  different 
parts  of  the  enemy's  camp.  Thus  T  stood  for  Tuyucue, 
C  for  Caxias'  headquarters,  &c.  While  the  gun  was 
being  pointed,  the  telescopes  at  Paso  Pucu  were  informed, 
by  the  raising  of  a  letter  at  Espinillo,  where  to  look  for 
the  shot,  and  they  would  be  laid  towards  that  spot,  Lopez 
being  immediately  informed.  W^hen  the  gun  was  fired, 
the  exact  place  where  the  shot  fell  was  seen  and  reported 
to  him.  One  of  the  most  favourite  marks  was  Osorio's 
house.  This  had  a  small  low  earthwork  in  front;  and 
when  his  roof  had  been  repeatedly  pierced,  he  had  some 
bales  of  hay  piled  upon  the  earthwork.  These  were, 
however,  repeatedly  disarranged  by  the  Paraguayan  fire. 

During  one  of  these  bombardments  the  Brazilians  set 
fire  to  a  row  of  houses  at  Espinillo,  burning  the  ammunition 
of  a  whole  battalion  of  infantry  (240  rounds  per  man),  and 
setting  fire  to  the  watchtower  which  was  close  by.     This 
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happened  just  before  dark,  and  the  Allies  saw  the  houses 
burning.  Next  morning  they  were  amazed  at  seeing  (as 
they  thought)  the  whole  of  the  houses  replaced  exactly  as 
they  had  been  before  the  fire,  which  they  considered  as 
another  proof  of  the  omnipotence  of  Lopez.  The  fact, 
however,  was  that  the  houses  which  were  burnt  dowTi  were 
exactly  behind  those  seen  by  the  Allies,  which  latter  were 
not  burnt  at  all.  Most  of  the  allied  generals  had  their  car- 
riages with  them,  and  Lopez  was  always  informed,  when 
they  went  out,  whether  they  went  on  horseback  or  in  a 
carriage. 

On  January  11, 1868,  the  flags  in  the  allied  camp  were 
hoisted  half-mast  high,  and  every  half-hour  through  the 
day  a  blank  cartridge  was  fired  from  a  gun  in  the  Argen- 
tine camp,  and  was  immediately  answered  by  one  in  the 
Brazilian  camp.  Lopez  was  in  great  excitement  about 
this,  which  was  evidently  a  sign  of  mourning  in  the  Ar- 
gentine camp.  That  morning,  too,  all  the  Argentine 
troops,  in  parade  dress,  were  marched  out,  apparently  to 
mass,  and  Lopez  decided  that  it  was  Mitre  who  Avas  dead. 
To  make  sure,  however,  he  sent  and  kidnapped  two  Ar- 
gentine sentries  that  night,  who  were  questioned,  but  had 
heard  nothing  of  Mitre's  death.  They  were  flogged  till 
they  said  they  knew  he  was  dead.  For  some  time  all 
prisoners  and  deserters  were  questioned  and  flogged  till 
they  said  Mitre  was  dead.  Lopez  was  determined  he 
should  be  dead,  and  he  published  his  death  for  some 
months  in  his  difierent  newspapers.  Woe  to  anyone  who 
should  have  hinted  anything  to  the  contrary  !  It  was,  how- 
ever, the  Vice-President  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  Don 
Marcos  Paz,  who  died  on  January  2,  and  Lopez  knew  it 
after  a  few  days.  This  was  one  of  his  inexplicable  tantrums. 
General  Flores,  who  was  in  Monte  Video,  was  shot  in 
his  carriage,  going  along  the  streets,  on  February  20, 
1868,  some  revolution  being  on  hand. 
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In  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  Vice-President, 
President  Mitre  was  obliged  to  retire  from  the  seat  of 
war,  and  go  to  Buenos  Ayres.  He  left  on  January  14, 
and  delegated  the  command-in- chief  to  the  Marquez  de 
Caxias,  much  to  the  sorrow  of  all  the  Argentines.  Mitre 
himself  was  probably  glad  to  get  away,  as  be  could  make 
nothing  of  the  Brazilians.  When  he  proposed  any  move- 
ment, Caxias  said  it  was  impossible,  as,  out  of  43,000 
Brazilians,  13,000  were  in  hospital.  As  soon  as  Mitre 
left,  however,  it  was  found  that  only  2,500  were  in  hos- 
pital, and  the  -Marquis  prepared  to  gain  immortal  fame  by 
doing  something.  What  it  was  to  be  he  could  not  ima- 
gine, but  with  50,000  sound  men,  which  the  allied  army 
now  counted,  it  stood  to  reason  that  he  must  conquer 
Lopez,  who  had  only  some  15,000.  He  therefore  made 
a  military  promenade  from  Tuyucue  to  San  Solano  and 
back,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  allied  army,  with  the 
view  of  impressing  the  Paraguayans  with  the  number  of 
his  forces. 

The  more  their  enemies,  however,  the  more  the  Para- 
guayans would  laugh.  They  used  to  play  all  sorts  of 
pranks  at  night  with  the  Brazilian  guards,  shooting  at 
them  with  bows  and  arrows,  and  with  *bodoques.'  This 
is  a  ball  of  clay,  baked  in  the  sun,  about  an  inch  in 
diameter.  It  is  shot  from  a  bow  with  two  strings,  which 
are  kept  two  inches  apart  by  a  small  stick  inserted  be- 
tween them  near  each  end  of  the  strings.  The  ball 
is  placed  on  a  piece  of  canvas  fixed  to  the  two  strings, 
and  is  shot  by  holding  the  ball  with  the  right  thumb  and 
forefinger,  like  an  arrow,  only  the  strings  have  to  be  pulled 
askew,  else  the  ball  would  strike  the  bow.  This  weapon 
is  used  by  the  boys  in  Paraguay  to  shoot  parrots  with. 

The  Brazilians  had  a  battalion  always  on  guard  at 
an  entrenchment  at  Paso  Poi.^     Colonel  (then  ]\Iajor) 

*  Pui,  narrow :  the  narrow  pass. 
R  2 
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Rivarola  went  one  night  with  fifty  naked  cavah-ymen, 
sword-in-hand,  crossed  the  '  estero,'  and  fell  on  the  rear 
of  the  battalion,  cutting  up  many.  The  battalion  could 
not  use  their  firearms,  as,  in  doing  so,  they  Avould  have 
fired  on  another  Brazilian  battalion  which  was  coming 
to  their  relief. 

On  another  occasion,  the  Paraguayans  kidnapped  the 
corporal  of  the  guard  of  an  Argentine  battalion,  while  he 
was  going  his  rounds.  They  took  him  from  between  two 
sentries  who  were  eighty  paces  apart,  the  commander  of 
the  battalion  being  at  the  moment  going  his  rounds.  It 
was  done  so  quickly  and  quietly,  that  he  was  gone  before 
they  knew  it. 

The  Argentines  used  every  morning  to  reconnoitre 
beyond  their  lines  at  Tuyucue,  in  the  direction  of  the 
Angle.  On  February  17,  Lopez  had  an  ambush  laid 
for  them,  commanded  by  Captain  Urbieta.  The  Ar- 
gentines passed  the  ambush,  when  the  Paraguayans  fell 
upon  them,  and  killed  and  wounded  eighty  men  and  four 
officers.  Colonel  Giribone,  conmiander  of  the  Argentines, 
was  killed,  and  liis  second  wounded.  Captain  Urbieta 
had  his  thigh  broken  by  a  rifle-bullet,  and  about  thirty  of 
his  men  were  killed  and  wounded. 

Lopez  had  some  idea  both  of  attacking  Tuyucue  and 
Tayi,  but  it  was  manifest  that  he  could  only  lose,  as  both 
places  were  strongly  fortified,  and  had  plenty  of  men. 

With  the  view  of  mystifying  the  enemy,  he  had  a  re- 
doubt made  at  Cierva,  3,500  yards  to  the  north  of  Hu- 
maita,  and  armed  ^vith.  nine  fieldpieces  ;  it  was  garrisoned 
with  about  500  men,  under  the  command  of  Major  Olabar- 
rieta.  The  enemy  naturally  supposed  this  was  an  im- 
portant point,  and  an  opening  into  the  Potrero  Obella, 
part  of  which  they  had  formerly  taken,  and  at  the  south 
end  of  which  Lopez  still  kept  his  cattle.  Such  was  not, 
however,  the  case,  as  the  position  was  of  no  use  to  Lopez. 
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In  the  beginning  of  February,  Lopez  sent  me  to  start 
a  battery  in  the  Chaco  at  Timbo.  He  sent  first  six  8-inch 
guns  and  eight  32-pounclers.  These  were  all  mounted 
quickly  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  there  being  no  time  to 
make  any  parapets  or  powder-magazines  before  they  were 
called  into  play.  The  bank  of  the  river  here  is  low,  and 
liable  to  be  flooded  by  the  river;  the  platforms  were  con- 
sequently raised  three  feet  above  the  ground.  Captain 
Ortiz  was  sent  from  Curupayty  to  command  the  battery. 

General  Porto  Alcgre  left  the  army  about  this  time, 
and  General  Argollo  was  placed  in  command  of  Tuyuti. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

THE  IRONCLADS  PASS  HUMAITA  —  CAPTURE  OF  CIERVA  REDOrBT — 
EVACFATION  AXD  BOMBARDMENT  OF  ASUNCION — ATTACK  ON  IRON- 
CLADS BY  CANOES  —  LOPEZ  RETREATS  TO  THE  CHACO — ATTACK  ON 
THE  PARAGUAYAN  LINES  AT  ESPINILLO  AND  SAUCE — EVACUATION 
OF   THE   SAME   BY   THE   PARAGUAYANS. 

When  the  ironclads  had  passed  Curupayty,  they  did  not 
attempt  to  face  Humaita,  saying  it  would  be  impossible  to 
pass  its  batteries  without  the  monitors  which  were  ex- 
pected from  Brazil.  At  that  time  there  only  were  three 
8-inch  guns,  and  about  twice  as  many  32-pounders,  at 
Humaita.  Now  there  were  eighteen  8 -inch  guns  between 
that  place  and  Timbo,  nine  of  which  the  ironclads  had 
passed  at  Curupayty,  and  there  was  a  130-pounder  and  a 
150 -pounder  besides. 

On  February  13,  three  monitors,  which  had  been  built 
at  Kio  Janeiro,  and  had  recently  arrived  at  Curuzu,  ran 
past  Curupayty  at  night,  suffering  very  little  from  the 
few  guns  which  were  left  there,  and  incorporated  them- 
selves Avith  the  ironclad  squadron  between  Humaita  and 
Curupayty. 

These  Rio  Janeiro-built  monitors  were  vessels  with 
twin  screws,  and  plated  \\ith  4-inch  armour-plates  on 
the  hull,  which  only  stood  about  a  foot  out  of  the  water. 
Their  one  revolving  turret  was  covered  with  6-inch 
plates,  and  armed  with  one  Whitworth  gun.  The  port- 
hole for  this  gun  was  made  circular,  and  barely  larger 
than  the  muzzle  of  the  gun,  which,  when  it  was  run  out. 
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was  flush  with  the  face  of  the  turret,  ahiiost  fillinfr  the 
porthole,  so  that  there  was  absolutely  no  part  of  these 
monitors  exposed.  The  elevation  and  depression  of  the 
gun  was  obtained  by  a  double  carriage,  Avhich  raised  or 
lowered  the  trunnions  of  the  gun  at  will— the  muzzle 
always  being  at  the  height  of  the  porthole.  So  little  of 
the  hull  was  visible  that  they  were  very  difficult  to  hit. 

On  February  18,  1868,  at  half-past  three  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  ironclad  squadron  began  to  bombard  furiously  ; 
so  did  the  wooden  squadron  at  Curuzu,  and  one  or  two 
gunboats  went  into  the  Laguna  Piris,  and  bombarded 
thence.  Tuyucue  bombarded  Espinillo  as  hard  as  it 
could,  and  then  sent  several  battalions  to  fire  their  rifles 
as  fast  as  they  could  towards  Espinillo.  These  were  all 
diversions  to  the  passage  of  Humaita,  though  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  guess  their  object,  as  the  8-inch  guns  could  not  very 
well,  at  a  moment's  notice,  have  marched  off"  to  Espinillo. 

The  large  ironclads  ^Bahia,' '  Barroso,'and  '  Tamandare,' 
each  with  a  monitor  lashed  to  her  port-side,  steamed  up 
past  the  batteries  of  Humaita.  The  three  monitors  were  the 
'Alagoas,'  the  '  Para,'  and  the  '  Rio  Grande.'  The ' Alagoas,' 
after  passing  the  batteries,  was  cast  loose  by  her  consort, 
and,  having  got  into  a  very  rapid  part  of  the  current,  was 
carried  down  again  some  way,  and  had  to  steam  back. 
She  was  out  of  range  of  the  guns  of  Humaita  by  day- 
light. The  fire  of  Humaita  was  well  sustained  and  true, 
but  the  balls  flcAv  in  pieces  on  the  plates  of  the  ironclads. 
After  passing  Humaita,  they  went  straight  on,  and  ran 
past  the  battery  of  Timbo,  on  to  Tayi. 

The  battery  at  Timbo  being  lower  than  that  at  Humaita, 
the  ironclads  suffered  almost  more  from  it  than  from 
Humaitc4.  The  '  Alagoas,'  ^  Tamandare,'  and  ^  Para  '  were 
the  rtiost  damaged,  the  first  receiving  180  shots,  and  the 
second  120.  These  damages  consisted  chiefly  in  the 
plates  being  dented  and  bent^  and  the  bolts  started. 
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The  '  Tacuari'  and  the  'Ysfurei'  had  o^one  into  the  Ar- 
royo  Hondo,  to  get  out  of  the  way  of  the  ironclads. 
The  garrison  of  Laurel,  Avhich  was  exposed  on  the  river- 
side, hid  itself  while  the  steamers  passed,  and  then  was 
ordered  to  retire  with  its  artillery,  across  the  river,  to 
Timbo,  which  was  effected. 

Had  one  or  two  ironclads  remained  between  Timbo 
and  Humaita,  this  could  not  have  happened.  Lopez 
himself,  too,  would  have  been  unable  to  get  away,  and 
Humaita  would  have  been  really  beseiged,  which  was  the 
object  in  making  the  ironclads  pass  its  batteries. 

Ever  since  Tayi  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Allies, 
Lopez'  communications  with  Asuncion  had  been  carried 
on  by  telegraph,  as  far  as  the  Tebicuary,  whence  they 
were  taken  on  horseback  to  Timbo,  where  there  was  a 
telegraph  again  to  Humaita.  A  telegraph  was  begun 
throuo^h  the  Chaco,  but  was  not  finished  till  March. 

As  soon  as  the  ironclads  had  passed  Humaita,  Lopez 
sent  orders  to  the  Vice-President  at  Asuncion,  to  order 
the  evacuation  of  the  city  by  all  the  inhabitants, 
Avithin  twenty-four  hours,  and  to  declare  Asuncion  ^  a 
military  position.'  The  Vice-President,  of  course,  issued 
the  decree.  People  were  allowed  to  take  what  they 
could  with  them,  which  was  in  almost  all  cases  only  what 
they  could  carry  themselves,  and  they  were  not  to  return 
for  anything  without  a  passport  from  the  '  Judge  of 
Peace'  of  the  district  to  which  they  removed.  The  seat 
of  government  was  removed  to  Luqui,  a  village  on  the 
railway,  nine  miles  from  Asuncion,  inland.  Thither  the 
greater  part  of  the  people  flocked,  many  of  them  having 
to  live  in  the  open  air,  and  many  families  being  crowded 
into  the  corridors  outside  the  few  houses  of  the  village. 
They  suffered  very  much  from  this,  as  well  as  from  ^vant 
of  food. 

All   the   population    on  the  banks    of  the   river  was 
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ordered   to  remove  inland,  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  the 
ironclads. 

As  soon  as  Lopez  knew  that  the  ironclads  were  going 
to  attempt  to  pass  Ilumaita,  he  sent  Mrs.  Lynch  to  Asun- 
cion, to  take  out  into  the  country  all  valuables  in  his 
house  and  in  her  own.  This  was  done  at  midniirht,  in 
order  that  it  should  not  be  known. 

The  ^ Bahia,'  ^  Barroso,'  and  'Rio  Grande'  steamed  up  to- 
wards Asuncion  the  same  day  they  passed  Humaitii,  with 
orders  to  destroy  everything  they  found,  and  to  bombard 
Asuncion.  At  Monte  Lindo,  close  to  the  river,  there 
were  some  sheds,  in  Avhich  was  deposited  everything  which 
had  to  be  sent  on  through  the  Chaco  to  the  army.  There 
were  only  a  few  men  at  Monte  Lindo ;  and  when  it  was 
known  that  the  ironclads  were  coming,  their  officers  gave 
uiem  leave  to  sack  these  sheds,  that  nothing  might  be  left 
for  the  Brazilians.  They  accordingly  took  everything 
away  into  the  woods,  where  they  crammed  themselves 
with  the  treacle,  salt,  and  Indian-corn  meant  for  the  hos- 
pitals, leaving  the  rest  there  for  a  future  feast.  They 
even  took  cases  of  shells,  thinking  they  were  something 
edible.  When  the  ironclads  arrived  here,  they  landed  some 
men,  and  set  fire  to  the  sheds,  which  now  only  contained 
some  dried  beef,  full  of  worms.  They  then  went  on, 
and  presently  came  within  sight  of  the  '  Pirabebe,'  which 
was  towing  a  schooner  up  to  Asuncion.  She  did  not  expect 
these  visitors,  and  was  out  of  firewood,  which  was  the  only 
fuel  burned  by  the  Paraguayan  steamers  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  blockade.  She  had  to  burn  all  her  bul- 
Avarks,  and  all  her  crew's  chests,  to  get  up  steam  with  to 
escape,  and  she  had  to  sink  her  schooner,  which  the  Bra- 
zilians claim  to  have  taken  and  sunk.  She  got  up  beyond 
Asuncion  in  time.  When  the  three  ironclads  hove  in 
sighf  of  Asuncion,  on  February  22,  they  commenced 
firing  at  it ;  but  they  did   not  go   sufficiently   close  to 
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do  any  damage  to  the  arsenal,  which  was  in  full  work, 
because,  on  their  seeming  inclined  to  go  too  near,  the 
^  Criollo '  threw  three  shots  at  them,  which  all  missed ; 
but  the  ironclads  had  seen  enough,  and  returned  down  the 
river.  They  had  thrown  about  sixty  shells  into  Asuncion. 
On  their  way  down,  they  stopped  again  at  Monte  Lindo, 
where  not  a  soul  was  to  be  seen ;  but  they  fired  a  few 
rounds  of  grape  into  the  woods,  and  then  returned  to 
Tayi.  On  theii'  way  down,  Nunez  laid  an  ambush  of 
two  guns  and  a  few  infantry  in  the  woods,  doing  them 
some  little  damage. 

The  Allies  had  to  transport  overland  to  Tayi  all  sup- 
plies and  ammunition  for  their  ironclads.  They  had  to 
pay  21.  lOs.  for  the  transport  of  a  150-pounder  shot,  and 
33/.  for  the  carriage  of  a  ton  of  coal. 

On  the  same  morning  that  the  ironclads  forced  Hu- 
maita,  Caxias  with  8,000  men  attacked  the  redoubt  at 
Cierva.  His  declared  object  in  doing  this  was  to  cut 
off  the  garrison  of  Laurel,  which  shows  that  he  had  not 
learnt  much  of  the  topography  of  the  place,  although 
the  Brazilians  had  held  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  for 
some  time.  There  was  no  possibility  of  getting  from 
Laurel  to  Cierva,  without  going  round  either  by  Humaita 
or  by  Tayi. 

At  daylight  Caxias  sent  his  first  attack,  headed  by  the 
famous  needle-guns.  These  did  not  do  much  execution, 
as  the  Paraguayans  were  behind  parapets,  and  poured 
into  the  Brazilian  columns  such  a  fire  of  grape  and  ca- 
nister, at  close  quarters,  that  the  needle-gun  men,  the  hope 
of  the  Brazilian  army,  were  thrown  back,  and  completely 
disbanded.  Another  column  was  immediately  sent  forward, 
and  that,  as  well  as  a  third,  and  a  fourth,  had  no  better 
luck  than  the  first.  While  the  fourth  column  was  retreat- 
ing, a  Paraguayan  in  the  redoubt  was  heard  to  call  out 
to  his  officer,  that  the  artillery  ammunition  was  all  finished. 
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which  encouraged  the  Brazilians  to  reorganise  and  return 
to  the  attack.  While  they  were  doing  this,  Major  01a- 
barrieta  retreated  A\ath  his  men  on  board  the  '  Tacuari '  and 
*  Ygurei,'  which  were  close  at  hand,  and  had  assisted  with 
their  fire.  After  exchanging  shots  for  some  time  with 
the  Brazilians,  the  two  steamers  went  down  to  Humaita, 
and  discharged  the  troops  there. 

The  Brazilians  lost  about  1,200  killed  and  wounded, 
and  the  Paraguayans  about  150  men,  and  their  nine 
guns.  The  defence  was  heroic,  for  the  Brazilians 
came  right  up  to  the  counterscarp,  and  many  fell  into  the 
ditch. 

After  the  third  attack  had  been  repulsed,  Lopez  re- 
ceived a  telegram  from  Olabarrieta,  telling  him  of  the 
fact.  On  receiving  news  of  the  fall  of  the  redoubt,  he 
determined  to  retake  it,  and  Olabarrieta  had  reinforce- 
ments given  him  at  Humaita  for  that  effect.  The  idea, 
however,  was  given  up  before  being  put  into  execution. 

On  hearing  that  the  ^  Alagoas '  was  left  alone  between 
Timbo  and  Humaita,  Lopez  determined  to  send  his  two 
steamers  to  take  her.  While  they  were  preparing  for  it, 
however,  news  arrived  that  she  had  passed  Timbo. 

Lopez  now  determined  immediately  to  take  measures 
for  retiring  through  the  Chaco  with  the  main  part  of  his 
army,  and  with  what  artillery  he  could.  The  artillery 
from  all  the  trenches  was  therefore  taken  into  Humaita, 
leaving  six  fieldpieces  at  Curupayty,  one  at  Sauce,  and 
twelve  from  the  Angle  to  Humaita.  One  battalion 
was  left  at  Espinillo,  with  guards  at  the  other  points  of 
the  trenches.  The  two  steamers  now  did  excellent  service, 
running  between  Timbo  and  Humaita,  transporting  men, 
artillery,  &c.  The  first  cargoes  sent  consisted  of  Lopez' 
private  commissariat  stores.  Then  came  the  AYhitworth 
32-pounder,  and  the  Krupp  12-pounder;  after  these 
eight  8-inch  guns ;  then  everything,  from  a  sick  man  to 
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a  fieldpiece,  was  transported  to  tlie  Chaco  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  Great  quantities  of  ammunition  were  sent  to 
the  port  at  Humaita,  for  transport  to  the  Chaco,  and  an 
immense  pile  exj^loded  on  March  25,  being  a  heavy  loss  to 
Lopez,  as  powder  was  getting  scarce. 

Being  sent  by  Lopez  to  the  Tebicuary,  to  examine 
the  position  and  report  upon  it,  I  found  that  a  battery 
might  be  quickly  mounted  at  Monte  Lindo,  in  order 
to  keep  the  guns  dismounted  as  short  a  time  as  possible, 
but  that  at  the  very  mouth  of  the  Tebicuary,  a  battery 
would  be  much  more  serviceable,  as  it  would  close  the 
navigation  of  that  river,  at  least  to  wooden  vessels ;  it 
would,  however,  take  longer  to  make. 

I  found  that  the  ground  north  of  the  Tebicuary,  for  a 
distance  of  ten  leagues  from  the  River  Paraguay,  was 
shut  off  from  the  east  by  '  esteros'  more  than  a  league 
wide,  joining  the  Tebicuary  to  the  great  Laguna  Ipoa, 
which  runs  parallel  with  the  Paraguay  as  far  as  the  lati- 
tude of  Yilleta.  In  these  ten  leagues  of  the  Tebicuary 
there  were  four  passes,  but  the  water  was  deep,  and 
boats  would  be  needed  to  cross  it.  With  little  work, 
however,  a  landing  might  be  effected  between  the  passes 
in  many  places.  As  the  roads  there  were  very  bad,  and 
there  were  no  horses,  reinforcements  would  not  soon  reach 
any  given  point.  There  was  no  fear  of  being  outflanked 
by  an  enemy,  but  the  line  to  be  defended  was  very  long, 
and  therefore  much  exposed. 

On  receiving  this  report,  Lopez  determined  to  have 
a  battery  mounted  at  once  at  Monte  Lindo,  and  I 
was  sent  again  to  mark  it  out,  and  have  the  platforms 
commenced. 

The  journey  through  the  Chaco  was  very  fatiguing. 
There  were  several  streams  which  had  to  be  passed  in 
'  pelotas,'  the  bridges  not  being  yet  finished.  The  poor 
wretched  horses   could   barely   go  at   a   walk,  and   the 
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seventeen  leagues  took  twenty-five  hours  to  accomplish, 
efoino;  the  whole  time!  About  half  an  hour  was  lost  at 
each  post  while  they  looked  for  the  new  horses. 

Lopez  knew  very  well,  that  if  he  could  get  only  one  iron- 
clad, and  man  it  with  his  own  men,  it  would  be  sufficient 
to  chase  the  whole  of  the  Brazilian  fleet  out  of  the  river  ; 
it  was  therefore  his  greatest  ambition  to  take  one  or  more, 
and  for  some  time  he  had  had  a  body  of  picked  men  trained 
to  swimming  and  paddling  in  canoes,  with  the  view  of 
boarding  them. 

There  were  seven  ironclads  left  between   Curupayty 
and  Humaita,  two  of  these,  the  'Herbal'  and  the  '  Cabral,' 
doing  duty  as  vanguard,  some  distance  above  the  others. 
On  the  night  of  March  1,  these  two  were  suddenly  at- 
tacked  by  the   Paraguayans   in  canoes.       There   Avere 
twenty-four  canoes,  each  containing  twelve  men,  armed 
principally  with  sabres,  and  carrying  hand-grenades  and 
rockets  to  throw  inside  the  ironclads.      The  canoes  were 
connected,  tAvo-and-two,  by  a  rope  about  twenty  yards 
long,  so  that  one  canoe  paddling  towards  each  side  of  a 
vessel,  the  rope  would  catch  across  her  bows,  and  bring 
the  canoes  alongside  of  her.     The  expedition  was  com- 
manded by  Captain  Xenes,  an  aide-de-camp  of  Lopez. 
The  night  was  very  dark,  and  they  were  only  seen  just 
as  they  were  going  alongside,  when  they  jumped  on  board. 
Several  canoes  missed  the  ironclads,  as  the  current  was 
very  strong,  and  these  were  carried  down,  and  taken  by 
the  ships  below.     On  perceiving  what  was  coming,  the 
crews  of  tlie  ironclads  immediately  shut  themselves  up 
inside,  and  began  to  fire  canister  from  their  turrets  at  the 
Paraguayans  on  their  decks.     Two  more  ironclads  came 
up  to  the  rescue,  and  poured  in  volleys  of  grape  and 
canister  on  to  the  men  on  the  decks  of  the  others,  can  sin  o- 
terrible  havoc.     The  Paraguayans  had  caught  the  com- 
mander of  the  division  of  ironclads  and  some  of  his  crew. 
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before  they  were  able  to  shut  themselves  in,  and  had 
killed  them.  They  also  did  some  damage  with  their 
hand-grenades,  and  getting  inside  the  '  Cabral '  just  as 
the  other  ironclads  began  to  sweep  their  decks,  only 
failed  to  take  possession  of  her. 

The  Paraguayans  lost  more  than  two  hundred  men, . 
above  a  hundred  corpses  being  left  on  the  decks  of  the 
vessels ;  the  Brazilians  lost  about  forty.  Captain  Xenes 
lost  an  eye,  and  many  officers  were  killed.  The  Brazilians 
shot  at  the  Paraguayans  in  the  water,  while  they  were 
swimming  ashore. 

On  the  evening  of  March  2,  Lopez,  having  left  orders 
with  Generals  Barrios,  Resquin,  and  Bruguez,  started 
after  dark  from  Paso  Pucu  for  Humaita,  where  he  re- 
mained giving  instructions  to  the  commander  till  mid- 
ni2;ht,  when  he  embarked,  with  Mrs.  Lynch,  in  a  boat, 
and  his  suite  in  canoes,  and  rowed  up  to  Timbo,  where 
he  arrived  at  daybreak.  The  river  was  so  high  that  the 
boats  went  some  distance  inland  ;  the  guns  at  Timbo 
stood  each  on  a  little  island  formed  by  the  platform,  upon 
which  was  the  ammunition  wrapped  up  in  hides.  An 
ironclad  Avas  opposite  Laurel,  just  in  sight  of  the  left 
gun  of  the  battery,  but  it  noticed  nothing. 

On  March  21,  Caxias  ordered  an  attack  upon  the 
Paraguayan  lines,  at  Sauce  and  Espinillo.  The  first- 
named  place  was  garrisoned  with  100  men  and  one  gun, 
and  was  assailed  by  General  Argollo,  who  took  it  after 
fighting  for  an  hour,  losmg  260  men ;  the  Paraguayans 
lost  20  men  and  their  gun,  and  the  remainder  retreated 
to  Paso  Pucu. 

General  Osorio  attacked  Espinillo  with  his  division, 
but  was  thrown  back,  having  arrived  almost  at  the  coun- 
terscarp. The  Argentines  made  a  demonstration  opposite 
the  Angle. 

On  the  next  day  (the  22nd),  the  whole  of  the  old  lines. 
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including  Curupayty,were  evacuated  by  the  Paraguayans, 
who  took  their  artillery  with  them  to  Humaita,  which 
was  now  the  only  point  held  by  them  in  that  part  of  the 
country. 

Two  ironclads  forced  the  battery  of  Timbo  the  same 
day,  and  placed  themselves  between  it  and  Humaita,  thus 
making  the  communication  between  those  two  places  ex- 
tremely difficult,  as  the  road  between  them  by  land  was 
almost  impassable.  They  found  the  '  Ygurei '  in  the 
middle  of  the  river,  and  sunk  her,  her  crew  escaping 
through  the  Chaco.  The  '  Tacuari '  was  in  the  Riacho 
Guaycuru,  landing  her  artillery,  which  she  completed 
under  the  fire  of  one  of  the  ironclads,  and  was  then  sunk 
by  the  Paraguayans.  The  ironclads  between  Timbo  and 
Humaita,  being  cut  off  from  all  communication  with  the 
rest  of  the  allied  forces,  sent  down  their  reports  in  corked 
bottles,  which  were  picked  up  by  the  squadron  below 
Humaita,  if  not  stopped  at  that  place. 

Generals  Barrios,  Resquin,  and  Bruguez  crossed  the 
river  at  Humaita,  and  had  to  go  along  the  edge  of  it, 
often  in  view  of  the  ironclads,  which  then  favoured  them 
with  their  fire.  They  went  straight  on  and  joined  Lopez, 
Humaita  beino^  now  left  alone  with  her  commanders. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

THE  MARCH  THEOTJGH  THE  CHACO  —  BATTERIES  AT  PORTIX — LOPEZ 
ESTABLISHES  HIMSELF  Olf  THE  TEBICUARY — EYACUATIOX  OF  MATTO- 
GEOSSO. 

Marshal  Lopez  arrived  at  Timbo  from  Humaita  at 
daybreak  on  March  3,  1868,  and  immediate^  went  on 
about  two  miles  and  a  half,  where  he  stayed  for  the  whole 
day,  promoting  many  of  the  officers  who  were  to  remain 
at  Humaita  and  at  Timbo,  and  giving  instructions  to  the 
commanders.  Colonel  Martinez,  a  favourite  aide-de-camp, 
here  received  his  colonelcy,  and  was  sent  to  Humaita  as 
second  commander,  the  first  being  Colonel  Alen,  and  the 
third  and  fourth  the  naval  captains  Cabral  and  Gill,  with 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonels. 

All  the  horses  were  left  in  Humaita,  to  be  passed  over 
the  river  later  on,  and  a  troop  of  horses  was  collected  for 
Lopez'  suite  from  the  posthouses  along  the  road.  These 
horses  have  already  been  described. 

After  dark  the  same  evening,  we  started  for  Monte 
Lindo,  the  road  leadino;  throuo-li  the  woods,  and  the  o^reater 
part  of  it  through  deep  mud.  Lopez  went  most  of  the 
way  upon  horseback,  having  his  own  horses,  and  his 
carriages  and  carts  with  provisions  were  also  drawn  by 
good  animals.  We  had  supper  at  Sanjita,  the  first  post- 
house,  Lopez  inviting  many  officers  to  sit  down  with  him. 
AVe  then  went  on,  and  slept  that  night  on  the  banks  of 
the  E-iver  Bermejo,  twelve  miles  from  Timbo,  where  we 
arrived  about  one  o'clock — those  with  the  worst  horses 
arrivincr  an  hour  or  more  afterwards.     AVe  had  had  to 
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pass  several  deep  lagoons,  over  some  of  -svliich  bridn-es 
were  begun,  but  not  yet  finished.  Some  of  these  bridges 
were  made  by  throwing  quantities  of  brushwood  upon 
beams  laid  in  the  water,  and  were  intended,  when 
sufficiently  high,  to  be  covered  with  sods.  One  of  these 
unfinished  bridges  especially  afforded  great  amusement,  for 
the  brushwood  served  as  a  trap  for  the  horses'  feet,  and 
threw  many  of  tliem,  with  their  riders,  into  the  water. 
Lo2)ez  had  his  hammock  slung  in  a  house  there,  and  we 
Avrapped  ourselves  up  in  our  '  ponchos '  and  slept  soundly 
till  the  morning,  when  most  of  us  got  nothing  but  '  mate  '; 
a  few,  however,  who  were  in  the  good  graces  of  the  medi- 
cal department,  managed  to  get  some  capital  soup  with 
rice  in  it.  We  had  then  to  cross  the  Bermejo,  a  tor- 
tuous river  with  very  red  water,  caused  by  the  red 
clay  through  which  it  flows.  It  is  deep,  and  about  200 
yards  wide,  with  a  very  rapid  current.  Its  banks  are 
very  low,  and  wooded.  When  it  flows  Into  the  River 
Paraguay,  it  may  be  distinguished  for  some  miles  down 
by  the  colour  of  its  water,  which  keeps  to  the  right  side 
of  the  Paraguay.  We  crossed  it  by  means  of  canoes, 
swimming  three  horses  on  each  side  of  a  canoe,  and  then 
rode  slowly  up  a  hill  through  the  woods,  till  we  again 
reached  the  general  level  of  the  Chaco.  This  appears 
to  be  all  perfectly  level,  except  the  valleys  of  the  dif- 
ferent rivers.  We  now  had  to  ride  throuoh  a  leao^ue  of 
wood,  in  mud  three  feet  deep.  One  of  the  carriages  stuck 
here,  and  almost  the  whole  suite  had  to  pull  with  their 
horses  to  get  it  out.  My  poor  jade  also  stuck,  and  I  had 
to  get  off  and  walk  through  the  mud,  driving  it  before 
me,  and  had  at  last  to  use  my  sword  to  prick  it  on. 
Soon  even  this  was  of  no  use,  and  I  had  to  go  on  through 
the  mud  for  another  league  to  the  next  posthouse,  where 
I  got  another  horse,  and  sent  for  my  saddle.  I  then 
found  Lopez,  with  his  family,  taking  the  siesta  under  some 
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trees.  We  got  some  roast  beef,  and  my  own  horse,  with 
three  of  Lopez,'  caught  us  up  here,  having,  by  his  per- 
mission, been  brought  over  in  a  steamer  the  day  after  we 
left  Humaita,  so  that  I  was  now  well  mounted.  In  the 
afternoon  we  went  on  and  had  dinner  at  the  Posta  Timbo, 
the  cooks,  with  their  paraphernalia,  having  gone  on  ahead 
and  prepared  it.  We  then  went  on  and  reached  the 
Paso  Palenque,*  where  we  overtook  a  division  of  the 
army  which  was  marching  in  the  same  direction.  The 
bridge  over  this  stream  was  not  finished,  and  Lopez  had 
a  hut  made  for  himself  of  boughs,  while  we  slept  on 
the  grass.  The  troops  had  to  work  all  night  to  finish 
the  bridge,  as  Lopez  could  not  cross  the  stream,  and  they 
were  in  and  out  of  the  water  all  night,  in  the  greatest 
good-humour.  As  soon  as  the  bridge  could  stand  the 
carriage,  Lopez  got  into  it,  and  was  dragged  across  by 
men  on  foot,  the  horses  swimming. 

After  two  leagues'  ride,  we  came  to  Paso  Puente, 
where  the  first  four  8-inch  guns  had  arrived,  and  were 
waiting  to  be  passed  over.  Lopez  stayed  and  chaffed 
the  men  a  little,  telling  them  he  wished  to  see  how  they 
pulled,  and  he  would  wait  while  they  took  two  of  them 
across.  The  men  were  greatly  delighted,  and  pulled  with 
a  will,  taking  the  guns  over  in  a  very  short  time ;  they 
were  very  heavy,  and  very  difficult  to  draw  over  those 
elastic  bridges. 

•  We  then  went  through  some  leagues  of  bamboo  forest, 
after  which  w^e  crossed  the  Paso  Ramirez  in  canoes,  and 
had  dinner  there,  feeding  our  horses  with  the  leaves 
of  the  ^  pindo,'  a  tall  palm-tree  without  thorns.  Horses 
are  very  fond  of  its  leaves,  which  contain  as  much  nourish- 
ment as  corn.      After  dinner  we  went  on,  those   who 

*  Lopez  always  had  a  name  given  to  every  place  wliicli  had  none.     This 
gave   great  facilities   for   conversing  and  giving   instructions   about   any 
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could  keeping  up  with  Lopez,  who  began  to  gallop,  till 
we  arrived  at  Seibo,  about  four  miles  from  Monte  Lindo, 
where  Lopez  stayed  some  time,  looking  for  a  place  to 
encamj),  and  then  went  on  to  Monte  Lindo,  which  we 
reached  by  dark.  Here  most  of  us  found  a  roof  to 
sleep  under. 

Next  day  three  ironclads  came  up  to  reconnoitre,  and 
Lopez  went  back  to  Seibo ;  the  battery  at  Monte  Lindo 
was  commenced,  but  the  men  covered  the  work  over  with 
boughs,  and  the  Brazilians,  suspecting  nothing,  went 
away  in  a  few  hours. 

Lopez  now  established  his  headquarters  in  a  circular 
islet  of  wood,  at  Seibo,  the  troops  which  had  come  from 
Paso  Pucu  being  all  encamped  round  him,  but  in  posi^ 
tions  where  they  could  not  be  seen  from  any  side  from  a 
distance. 

There  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  at  this  time  Lopez 
had  an  idea  of  marching  through  the  Chaco  to  Bolivia, 
and  thence  making  his  way  to  Europe.  He  sent  none  of 
the  troops  over  the  Paraguay  to  defend  the  Tebicuary ;  he 
had  horses  brought  across  the  river  to  Seibo,  and  five 
cartloads  of  silver  dollars  were  also  brought  to  Seibo  from 
Asuncion.  The  heavy  guns  were  mounted  at  Monte 
Lindo,  and  he  would  not  for  some  days  hear  of  their  being 
moved  to  the  Tebicuary. 

While  at  Seibo,  Lopez  had  his  brother  Benigno  brought 
down  in  irons  from  Asuncion,  secretly,  and  put  under  a 
guard.  Jose  Berges,  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and 
Satumino  Bedoya,  the  treasurer,  were  at  Seibo,  in  the 
black  books,  but  not  in  prison. 

After  some  days  he  resolved  upon  having  the  battery 
removed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tebicuary,  and  I  was  sent 
to  execute  this  order. 

At  the  spot  where  the  Tebicuary  falls  into  the  Para- 
guay it  is  about  500  yards  wide,  and  the  Hiver  Para- 
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guay  there  is  exactly  330.  They  make  together  an  angle 
of  about  sixty  degrees,  on  the  northern  side  of  the  Tebi- 
cuary,  which  is  firm  ground  for  a  distance  of  about  2,000 
yards  up  the  Paraguay,  and  about  200  up  the  Tebicuary, 
forming  an  island  called  Fortin.  On  account  of  the 
'carrizals,'  this  island  is  accessible  only  from  one  point 
on  the  land  side,  where  canoes  were  stationed  to  cross 
the  water. 

Fortin,  like  Curupayty  and  Humaita,  presents  a  con- 
■cave  surface  on  a  bend  of  the  Paraguay,  which,  a  thou- 
sand yards  below  Fortin,  makes  a  reverse  curve,  turning 
towards  the  left.  The  ground  all  round,  both  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Tebicuary  and  of  the  Paraguay,  is 
'  carrizal,'  so  that  no  land-batteries  could  have  been 
placed  by  an  enemy  to  annoy  Fortin.  When  the  river 
is  high,  its  bank  at  Fortin  is  about  a  yard  above  it, 
though  in  extraordinary  floods  it  would  all  be  under 
water. 

When  I  first  went  there,  the  whole  island  was  covered 
with  a  thick  hio-h  OTass  in  flower,  called  '  as^uararuguai,' 
or  fox-tail,  from  the  bushiness  of  its  flowers ;  it  was 
over  six  feet  hi  oh,  and  I  had  a  wide  mars^in  of  it  left 
next  the  river,  to  hide  our  Avork,  should  the  ironclads 
come  up  before  the  guns  were  mounted.  After  marking 
out  the  work,  I  returned  to  Lopez,  and  gave  him  a  sketch 
of  what  I  had  determined  on,  and  he  sent  me  back  to 
carry  out  the  works  as  quickly  as  possible,  ordering  that 
that  very  night  two  8-inch  guns  should  be  dismounted  at 
Monte  Lindo,  and  taken  to  the  Tebicuary.  I  was  to  ask 
Colonel  Nurez  at  the  Tebicuary  for  as  many  men  as  I 
wanted.  I  could  only  get  200,  about  eighty  of  whom 
were  men,  and  the  rest  boys.  All  the  timber  for  the  plat- 
forms had  to  be  cut  in  the  woods,  some  distance  up  the 
Tebicuary,  as  there  was  none  near  :  and  the  platform  had 
to  be  raised  three  feet,  in  case  the  river  should  rise  hi^h 
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and  flood  them.  By  dint  of  judiciously  relieving  the  men, 
in  three  days  I  had  four  8-inch  guns  mounted  and  in 
fighting  condition.  I  had  not  shut  my  eyes  the  whole 
time,  and  they  felt  like  deal  boards.  It  turned  out  that 
there  was  no  need  for  such  hurry,  as  the  ironclads  did  not 
make  their  appearance  till  the  batteries  were  finished  ;  the 
one  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tebicuary  mounting  seven  8-inch 
guns  and  two  32-pounders,  and  the  other  one,  2,000  yards 
higher  up  the  Paraguay,  on  the  same  island,  two  8-inch 
guns  and  three  32-pounders.  I  also  got  two  of  my  32- 
pounder  rifled  howitzers,  and  placed  them  in  a  separate 
battery  facing  the  Tebicuary,  in  case  a  landing  should  be 
attempted  there. 

After  the  batteries  were  established,  the  workmen  were 
sent  away  again,  and  the  18th  Battalion,  300  strong,  sent 
to  garrison  the  island,  w^iich  was  placed  under  my  com- 
mand. Lieutenant  Abalos,  who  was  my  second,  being 
always  there,  while  I  had  frequently  to  go  about  the  other 
positions,  to  trace  out  works  or  to  report  upon  them. 

When  the  guns  were  all  mounted,  four  ironclads  came 
up  and  anchored  within  sight  of  the  battery,  arriving 
in  the  evening.  They  bombarded  all  night,  doing  no 
damage  however,  and  the  next  morning  steamed  up  to 
reconnoitre. 

The  battery  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tebicuary  had  to  be 
constructed  so  that  its  guns  should  fire  on  that  river,  as 
w^ell  as  on  the  Paraguay,  for  there  were  not  sufficient 
guns  to  have  separate  batteries.  Owing  to  this,  and 
to  the  form  of  the  ground,  the  battery  was  enfiladed 
from  down  the  River  Paraguay,  but  there  were  traverses 
between  the  guns,  to  protect  them.  In  the  direction 
straight  down  the  Paraguay,  therefore,  only  one  gun  (the 
one  at  the  point)  could  fire. 

A  monitor  steamed  up  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the 
point,  and  engaged  this  one  gun,  firing  nothing  but  canister 
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at  the  garrison,  which  Avas  quite  exposed,  as  there  was  no 
parapet ;  we  replied  with  solid  shot,  which  had  very  little 
effect  on  her.  The  pivot  of  this  gun  came  out  twice, 
the  whole  slide  moving  away,  and  the  gun  had  to  be 
moved  back  with  purchases.  The  other  three  steamed 
about  below,  and  after  an  hour  they  went  away  again  to 
Tayi. 

In  a  few  days  they  came  again,  and  anchored  in  sight 
of  the  batteries,  bombarding  continually.  I  then  began 
to  throw  one  or  two  shells  at  them  every  hour  or  so,  for 
our  ammunition  was  scarce,  and  they  soon  retreated  be- 
hind the  bend  of  the  river.  Here,  however,  they  fared  no 
better,  for  our  shells,  by  good  luck,  often  fell  on  their 
decks,  and  they  went  away  altogether. 

A  telegraph  Avas  established  to  San  Fernando,  where 
Lopez  was,  four  miles  from  Fortin. 

As  stuff  of  any  kind  for  cartridges  was  very  scarce,  we 
had  to  tan  the  lining-membrane  of  the  insides  of  the  oxen 
we  killed.  This  formed  a  sort  of  leather,  about  the  thick- 
ness of  brown  paper,  and  made  excellent  cartridges. 

Here,  as  at  Curupayty,  a  mug  of  maize  was  given  for  a 
ball  or  a  poncho-ful  of  splinters  of  shells,  which  were  sent 
to  Asuncion  to  the  foundry. 

Once  a  68-pounder  shell  from  the  ironclads  fell  at  the 
mouth  of  a  powder-magazine,  and,  instead  of  going  past  it, 
stopped  there  and  burst.  The  door  was  open,  and  the 
cartridges  were  covered  with  the  earth  moved  by  the  ex- 
plosion, but  no  harm  was  done. 

Cattle  were  rather  scarce  at  the  Tebicuary,  and  all 
those  which  lay  down  to  die  of  leanness  were  killed  and 
eaten. 

From  whisperings  I  gathered  that  something  extra- 
ordinary was  taking  place  at  San  Fernando,  and  that 
many  people  were  in  irons  there.  I  had  a  room  at  Lopez' 
headquarters,  and    occasionally   stayed   there;  but  saw 
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only  two  priests  and  two  officers,  who  were  all  day 
coming  and  going  to  him,  apparently  with  reports.  For 
about  a  fortnight  before  July  24  (his  birthday),  Lopez 
continually  told  me  that  the  ironclads  w^ould  force  the 
batteries  on  that  day,  which  they  really  did.  They  ar- 
rived on  the  23rd  in  the  evening,  and  on  the  24th  the 
'  Bahia,'  with  a  monitor  lashed  to  her  port-side,  and  the 
*  Silvado,'  steamed  up  at  full  speed.  The  river  was  deep 
across  its  whole  ^\ddth,  but  the  channel  w^as  close  to  the  bat- 
tery. I  gave  them  a  few  shots  at  long  range,  and  then  re- 
served my  fire  so  as  to  make  sure  of  one  shot  from  each  gun 
striking  perpendicularly  to  the  plates,  having  all  the  guns 
trained  to  their  front,  for  each  one  to  fire  as  the  steamer 
passed  it.  The  ironclads  first  appeared  to  be  coming 
along  the  channel,  but  when  very  near  the  guns,  veered 
as  if  to  go  on  the  Chaco  side,  when  I  immediately  in- 
creased the  elevation,  upon  which  they  came  back  into 
the  channel,  there  being  just  time  to  put  all  the  guns  at 
point-blank  for  the  spot  to  which  they  were  coming.  They 
passed  about  eighteen  yards  from  the  guns,  getting  every 
shot  to  the  greatest  advantage.  Most  of  the  balls  split 
into  a  thousand  pieces,  but  they  did  a  great  deal  of  damage, 
and  we  picked  up  a  piece  of  one  of  the  plates  of  the 
*  Bahia,'  ten  inches  long,  which  had  sprung  on  shore  from 
the  force  of  the  blow. 

While  passing  the  batteries,  three  people  put  their 
heads  out  of  the  turret  of  the  '  Bahia,'  and  one  of  them 
waved  a  handkerchief,  and  shouted  out  something.  The 
moment  they  had  passed,  I  telegraphed  to  Lopez  the 
number  which  had  passed,  and  proceeded  to  write  another 
despatch  containing  details,  when  I  received  a  telegram 
from  him,  saying,  ^  What  signal  did  the  first  ironclad 
make  on  passing  the  battery  ?  '  The  telegraph  clerk  had 
already  informed  him.  I  then  wTote  and  told  him  all 
about  it,  and  that  the  men  said  it  was  the  Paraguayan 
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Recalde,  who  had  formerly  deserted  from  Lopez.  Here- 
upon he  wrote  me  a  terrible  anathema  against  traitors, 
Avondering  that  they  had  been  allowed  to  pass  in 
silence,  and  to  open  their  polluted  mouths  to  honest 
patriots  fighting  for  their  country.  I  wrote  back  that 
they  had  been  well  abused  by  all,  which  was  a  fact;  he 
then  wrote  back  that  he  was  now  '  satisfied  with  my  ex- 
planation.' He  absolutely  held  me  responsible  for  Re- 
calde  putting  his  head  out  of  the  turret  of  the  ironclad. 
He,  however,  expressed  himself  contented  with  the  damage 
done  to  the  vessels,  one  of  which  was  laid  up  hammer- 
ing all  the  day  near  Monte  Lindo.  The  other  two  bom- 
barded the  Paraguayan  steamers  which  were  in  the 
Riacho  Recodo,  where  they  always  loaded  and  discharged. 
They  were  not  visible  from  the  River  Paraguay,  and  were 
not  damaged  by  the  bombardment ;  neither  did  the  Bra- 
zilians think  of  going  in  after  them. 

At  Fortin,  it  being  a  great  feast-day,  we  had  a  band  of 
music,  and  the  men  were  dancing  in  the  afternoon,  the 
other  ironclads  below  bombarding  slowly,  when  the  look- 
out gave  the  word  that  the  ironclads  were  returning. 
They  came  down  at  full  speed,  with  the  current  in  their 
favour,  at  such  a  rate  that  we  had  barely  time  to  get 
ready  for  them,  when  we  gave  them  one  shot  each  from 
every  gun,  but  at  close  quarters  and  perpendicular  to  the 
plates.  They  went  right  on,  and  about  five  miles  down 
had  to  put  up  for  three  days  to  repair,  before  they  could 
get  back  to  Tayi. 

The  ironclads  repeatedly  returned  to  bombard,  but  did 
not  attempt  to  pass  again. 

Lopez'  birthday  this  year  was  celebrated,  as  usual,  with 
great  feasts,  but  they  were  more  methodically  arranged 
than  heretofore.  All  the  women  lived  together  in  a 
village  built  for  them,  and  were  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  Chief  of  Police.      They  had  their  own  sergeants 
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as  well,  and  were  formed  into  divisions.  When  any 
commander  of  a  division  of  the  army  wished  to  give  a 
ball,  he  had  to  get  permission  from  Resquin,  who  would 
order  the  Chief  of  Police  to  send  so  many  women.  He 
would  then  order  such-and-such  sergeants  to  go  with  their 
divisions,  and  present  themselves  for  the  ball.  Resquin 
wciuld  generally  send  a  couple  of  *  demijohns '  of  spirits, 
and  allow  an  extra  bullock  to  be  killed  for  the  feast. 

As  soon  as  the  batteries  at  Fortin  were  established, 
Lopez  crossed  the  River  Paraguay,  and  took  up  his 
quarters  at  San  Fernando,  a  house  belonging  to  a 
Government  '  estancia,'  about  four  miles  from  Fortin,  and 
a  mile  from  the  Tebicuary  Pass. 

The  .s^hole  of  the  country  included  between  the  River 
Paraguay,  the  Tebicuary,  Laguna  Ypoa,  and  Angostura, 
is  perfectly  flat  and  wet,  and  is  traversed  by  many 
*  esteros.'  Along  the  Rivers  Paraguay  and  Tebicuary, 
besides  the  '  carrizal,'  stretches  a  band  of  wood  from  one 
to  three  miles  wide  (also  wet),  along  which  the  highroad 
runs ;  but  inside  this  the  country  is  perfectly  open, 
without  a  tree  or  a  hill,  for  many  leagues.  It  looks  like 
the  ocean.  In  one  or  two  places  a  solitary  palm  serves 
for  a  landmark.  The  whole  of  this  large  tract  of  land  is 
of  course  uninhabitable,  as  it  is  wet,  but  it  is  consider  ed 
very  good  for  breeding  cattle.  There  are  a  few  houses 
alono^  the  hio^hroad,  on  bits  of  c^round  a  shade  hig-her  than 
the  country  in  general,  but  in  a  heavy  rain  even  these  are 
under  water. 

San  Fernando  is  on  a  little  spot  of  dry  ground  about 
thirty  yards  square,  and  the  army,  numbering  about 
8,000,  had  to  encamp  in  the  mud  all  round.  It  was, 
however,  speedily  drained,  and  huts  were  built  quickly, 
so  that  it  soon  became  a  village.  Lojiez  had  a  large 
house  made  for  himself,  Avith  corridors  all  round.  He 
brought  down  Mr.  Charles  Thompson  from  the  arsenal. 
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and  established  workshops,  with  lathes,  &c.,  for  repairing 
guns,  or  anything  required. 

He  established  telegraphs  to  Recodo  (the  port  of  the 
steamers),  to  Paso  Portillo  (up  the  Tebicuary),  toFortin, 
and  to  the  Tebicuary  Pass.  The  telegraph  from  Monte 
Lindo  to  Timbo  was  in  full  work,  and  the  despatches  had 
to  be  passed  over  the  Paraguay  in  canoes,  between 
Recodo  and  Monte  Lindo. 

A  pretty  little  octagonal  church  was  built  near  Lopez' 
house,  as  he  had  takers  a  fit  of  church-going,  and  went 
every  day  without  fail,  staying  some  four  hours.  All 
this  time  he  appears  to  have  been  committing  the  most 
horrible  and  wholesale  murders,  under  pretext  of  a  con- 
spiracy being  on  foot.  It  was  afterwards  said  that  the 
conspirators  were  to  have  been  joined  by  the  enemy,  both 
with  his  army  and  ironclads,  on  July  24,  which  accounts 
for  Lopez'  despatches  to  me  on  that  date. 

This  matter  I  shall  again  refer  to,  but  will  notice  two 
things  more  concerning  it  now.  My  room  at  Lopez' 
headquarters  was  next  to  that  of  General  Bruguez,  and 
he  and  I  were  very  good  friends.  One  evening,  arriving 
from  Fortin,  I  went  into  his  room  to  see  him,  and  found 
that  all  his  things  were  gone,  and  other  things  in  their 
place.  There  was  a  boy  in  the  room,  and  I  asked  him 
for  General  Bruguez ;  he  did  not  know.  I  then  asked 
him  if  he  had  moved.— 'Yes.'  '  Where  ? '— '  I  don't  know.' 
I  then  imagined  that  something  must  be  wrong  with  him, 
and  asked  no  further  questions ;  I  had  asked  too  many 
already.  Next  day  I  dined  with  Lopez ;  Barrios,  Bru- 
guez, and  the  Bishop  used  always  to  dine  with  him,  but 
Bruguez  was  not  there.  Lopez'  little  boy  asked  where 
he  was,  and  they  all  told  him,  A\dth  smiles,  '  He  is  gone.' 
He  was,  I  have  since  learned,  bayoneted  to  death. 

A  few  days  after  this  Barrios  was  placed  under  arrest 
in  his  house,  upon  which  he  attempted  to  commit  suicide 
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by  cutting  his  throat,  but  did  not  succeed.  All  this  was 
kept  very  secret. 

While  these  things  were  going  on,  the  Vice-President 
was  sent  for,  and  was  under  a  cloud,  though  Lopez  saw 
him  several  times.  He  was  allowed  to  return.  Lopez' 
mother  came  down  to  see  him,  probably  to  beg  for  the 
lives  of  her  two  sons,  who  were  both  in  irons,  and  of  her 
two  daughters,  who  were  in  prison.  She  had  been  for- 
merly to  Paso  Pucu,  after  the  Battle  of  May  24,  1866,  it 
was  whispered,  to  beg  her  son  to  give  up  the  war  against 
such  overwhelming  Powers,  and  to  retire  to  Europe. 
She  had,  however,  no  influence  over  him. 

Mr.  Washburn,  the  American  minister,  also  visited 
him  at  San  Fernando,  but  he  was  not  well  received. 
M.  Cuverville,  the  French  consul,  however,  was  much 
feted  during  his  \dsit  to  San  Fernando. 

The  vanguard  at  the  Tebicuary  was  under  the  orders 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rolon,  and  was  stationed  at  the 
'  estancia '  Yacare,*  about  four  miles  to  the  south  of  the 
Tebicuary  Pass,  and  there  were  parties  of  Paraguayan 
cavalry  continually  scouring  the  country,  as  far  as 
Pilar. 

On  June  8,  the  enemy  for  the  first  time  sent  a  recon- 
noitring force,  consisting  of  3,000  men,  towards  the 
Tebicuary.  They  were  to  ascertain  the  position  of  Lopez 
and  his  army.  They  reached  the  Yacare,  a  narrow  but 
deep  stream,  which  falls  into  the  Tebicuary,  and  com- 
menced crossing  it.  When  one  regiment  had  crossed. 
Major  Rojas,  mth  200  cavalry,  fell  upon  it,  and  cut  it  up, 
killing  many,  and  taking  many  arms.  The  rest  imme- 
diately returned  to  Tuyucue. 

A  force  of  400  men  was  at  Paso  Portillo,  to  defend  the 
same,  and  a  guard  at  Paso  Recalde,  still  further  up  the 
Tebicuary. 

*  Yacare,  Guarani  for  alligator. 
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Lopez  organised  his  steamers  for  an  attack  upon  the 
ironclads,  should  any  one  or  two  give  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity. The  steamers  were  always  kept,  when  not  run- 
ning, in  the  Riacho  Recodo,  and  their  masts  and  yards 
were  covered  with  green  boughs,  in  order  that  they  might 
not  be  easily  distinguished  from  the  surrounding  woods. 
They  were  all  supplied  with  grappling-irons,  and  with 
rockets  to  send  into  the  enemy's  portholes. 

Matto-Grosso  was  completely  evacuated,  and  the 
steamers  and  troops  there  were  brought  down  to  the 
Tebicuary,  a  squadron  of  cavalry  being  left  near  the 
Rio  Apa.  Four  hundred  cavalry,  100  infantry,  and  four 
guns,  which  had  been  left  at  Encarnacion,  were  brought, 
with  the  exception  of  one  squadron  of  cavalry,  which  was 
left  as  a  guard,  and  which  afterwards  seized  and  sunk  a 
sailing-vessel  in  the  Parana,  belonging  to  the  Brazilians. 

At  the  Tebicuary,  Lopez  formed  the  Cuerpo  de  Boga- 
bantes,  or  '  Corps  of  Paddlers,'  which  consisted  of  picked 
men,  trained  to  paddle  canoes,  with  the  idea  of  boarding 
the  ironclads. 


269 


CHAPTER  XXL 

THE    SIEGE    OF    HUMAITA. 

HUMAITA  IXYESTED  —  OPPOSITION  BY  THE  PARAGTJATAXS  US  THE 
CHACO — ATTACK  ON  THE  IRONCLADS  AT  TAYI — ATTACK  ON  HU- 
MAITA— BATTLE  OF  ACATUASA — EVACUATION  OF  HUJIAITI — HARD 
FIGHTING  IN  THE  CHACO — SURRENDER  OF  THE  REMAINDER  OF  THE 
EX-GARRISON    OF   HUMAITA — EVACUATION    OF   THE    CHACO. 

As  soon  as  Paso  Pucu  was  evacuated,  the  Allies  took 
possession,  and  their  transport  fleet  now  came  up  to 
Curupayty,  where  their  supplies  were  landed,  instead  of 
having  to  be  brought  round  from  Itapiru.  They  closed 
in  their  lines  all  round,  the  Brazilians  occupying  from 
Cierva  to  Espinillo,  and  the  Argentines  thence  to  Paso 
Pucu.  Every  available  gun,  even  68-pound ers,  were 
brought  and  mounted  against  Humaita,  and  the  place 
was  bombarded.  Some  damage  was  done,  though 
nothing  which  could  have  any  effect  on  the  holding  out 
of  the  place. 

Humaita  was  garrisoned  with  3,000  men,  and  mounted 
nearly  200  guns  (of  which  six  were  8-inch),  including 
the  batteries  on  the  river. 

It  had  large  stores  of  maize  and  starch,  besides  quan- 
tities of  spirits,  ^™es,  preserves,  &c.,  which  there  had 
not  been  time  to  remove.  There  were  some  live  sheep 
and  cattle,  and  a  large  stock  of  jerked  beef.  Some  cattle 
were  passed  over  the  river  from  the  Chaco  also,  at  night, 
since  the  ironclads  had  placed  themselves  between  Timbo 
and  Humaita. 
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There  was  therefore  still  a  road,  though  a  difficult 
one,  open  to  the  garrison  of  Humaita,  by  which  they 
could  get  their  supplies,  and  it  was  determined  to  cut  off 
this  road. 

General  Rivas  was  therefore  commissioned  to  cross 
from  Riacho  de  Oro  with  1,200  Argentines.  He  was 
to  be  met  by  2,500  Brazilians,  who  were  to  land  below 
Timbo,  and  force  their  way  through  the  woods  till  they 
incorporated  themselves  with  him — thus  making  a  line 
across  the  peninsula  in  front  of  Humaita,  and  completely 
cutting  off  its  communication. 

Rivas  started  on  April  30,  and  hud  to  cut  his  way  all 
through  the  woods;  he  was  attacked,  on  May  2,  by  a 
small  body  of  Paraguayans,  who  crossed  from  Humaita 
for  that  purpose,  and  whom  he  repulsed.  On  the  same 
day  Caballero,  from  Timbo,  attacked  the  Brazilians,  who 
were  marching  to  join  Kivas,  causing  them  a  loss  of  300 
men,  killed  and  wounded.  On  the  3rd  the  two  corps 
amalgamated  under  Bivas,  and  commenced  a  redoubt  on 
the  banks  of  the  Biver  Paraguay,  at  a  place  called 
Andai.  This  redoubt  was  in  front  protected  by  an  im- 
passable ^estero,'  and  assailable  only  on  the  two  flanks, 
which  rested  on  the  Biver  Paraguay.  While  this  was 
being  commenced,  the  Argentine  Legion  (Yoluntarios), 
being  sent  forward  to  reconnoitre,  came  upon  a  Paraguayan 
guard,  which  took  to  flight,  and  led  the  Voluntarios  into 
an  ambush  of  200  Paraguayans,  who  fell  upon  them  on 
their  flank  and  rear,  and  completely  cut  them  up.  The 
commander  alone  returned  to  General  Bivas  to  tell  the 
tale,  and  the  stragglers  who  came  in  afterwards  were 
draughted  into  other  battalions,  the  officers  being  sent 
under  arrest  to  Buenos  Ayres,  for  cowardice. 

Next  day  the  redoubt  of  Andai  was  attacked  by  Ca- 
ballero, with  four  battalions  of  infantry  and  two  dis- 
mounted regiments  of  cavalry,  on  the  flank  next  Timbo^ 


GENERAL   EIVAS   CLOSES   HUM  AIT  A.  271 

which  was  guarded  by  Brazilians.  The  Paraguayans 
were  repulsed,  with  a  loss  of  300  killed  and  wounded. 
The  Brazilians  lost  eighty  men.  After  this  Rivas  was 
left  in  comparative  peace  for  some  time.  A  few  mes- 
sengers managed  to  go  between  Humaita  and  Timbo,  but 
some  of  them  were  taken  ^^dth  their  despatches. 

The  lagoon  which  protected  the  front  of  the  Andai 
redoubt  was  found  to  communicate  with  the  Kiacho  de 
Oro,  and  provisions  were  carried  there  in  boats.  This 
lake  was  call  Ybera,  or  '  the  shining  water.' 

On  April  11,  the  Allies  had  made  a  reconnaissance  on 
Humaita,  discovering  nothing,  however,  of  the  weakness 
of  the  place,  which  consisted  in  15,000  yards  of  trench, 
garrisoned  by  less  than  3,000  men.  It  might  easily  have 
been  taken  in  a  night-attack. 

They  made  great  preparations  for  an  assault,  construct- 
ing gabions  and  sandbags,  fascines  and  scaling-ladders. 
The  idea  of  assaulting  was,  however,  given  up,  as  it  was 
supposed  they  must  soon  surrender.  They  frequently 
sent  letters  to  the  commanders  of  Humaita,  advising 
them  to  surrender ;  but  they  were  not  received,  and  there 
were  no  signs  of  the  place  giving  in. 

Towards  the  end  of  June,  Lopez  became  anxious 
about  Humaita,  and  entertained  several  plans  for  re- 
lieving it.  Rivas,  however,  was  so  strongly  posted,  that 
it  seemed  hopeless,  and  he  determined  to  make  another 
dash  for  an  ironclad,  which  would  have  settled  the  ques- 
tion, could  he  have  obtained  possession  of  one. 

There  were  only  two  ironclads  above  Timbo — the 
*  Barroso  '  and  the  '  Rio  Grande  ' — and  they  both  lay 
under  the  guns  of  Tayi.  Twenty-four  canoes  were  sent 
down  into  the  River  Bermejo,  where  they  took  their  crews 
of  ten  men  each,  carrying  naval  officers  and  engineers  to 
work  the  steamers,  should  they  capture  them.  They  were 
to  go  in  two  di\'isions  :  each  one  of  twelve  canoes  was  to 


272  THE   WAR    IX   PARAGUAY. 

attack  one  of  the  ironclads,  as  nearly  as  possible  at  the 
same  time. 

On  July  9,  they  started  from  the  Bermejo  in  the  even- 
ing, and  went  down  the  stream  of  the  Paraguay,  reaching 
the  ironclads,  without  being  noticed,  in  the  middle  of  the 
night.     The   division    which    was    to   board   the    ^  E,io 
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Grande '  did  so,  but  the  one  destined  for  the  '  Barroso  ' 
passed  her,  and  left  her  free.  The  captain  of  the  '  Rio 
Grande  '  was  on  deck  with  part  of  the  crew,  and  he  and 
they  were  all  killed  by  the  Paraguayans,  the  remainder 
of  the  crew  having  shut  themselves  up  inside.  The  guns  of 
Tayi  now  began  to  play  upon  the  Paraguayans,  and  the 
*  Barroso'  came  up  and  fired  canister,  so  that  they  were 
nearly  all  killed,  and  the  rest  taken  prisoners.  Of  the 
other  division  of  canoes,  some  arrived  at  Timbo,  and  some, 
passing  further  down,  were  taken  by  the  other  ironclads. 

Provisions  had  been  getting  scarce  at  Humaita,  and 
it  was  evident  to  the  commanders  that  they  would  have 
to  evacuate  it  before  long.  Colonel  Alen,  probably 
afraid  of  what  Lopez  would  do  if  he  left  the  place  without 
orders,  attempted  to  commit  suicide  with  a  revolver.  He 
was,  however,  only  badly  wounded,  and  the  chief  command 
devolved  upon  Colonel  Martinez.  They  had  a  redoubt 
opposite  Humaita,  with  a  few  pieces  of  artillery ;  and 
from  seeing  some  canoes  pass  between  the  two  places, 
the  ironclads  reported  to  Caxias  that  the  Paraguayans 
were  evacuating  Humaita.  On  receiving  this  news,  on 
July  15,  Caxias  prepared  everything  for  attacking  the 
place  next  morning,  in  order  to  have  the  glory  of  taking 
it  by  force  of  arms. 

General  Osorio,  with  12,000  men,  led  the  attack  on  the 
San  Solano  front,  the  Argentines  being  formed  ready  to 
attack  on  another  point.  After  daylight,  Osorio  gallantly 
led  on  his  troops,  and  with  his  cavalry  reached  the  abatis, 
which  was  of  no  account,  and  began  to  pull  it  open.     The 
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Paraguayan  artillery,  however,  at  close  quarters,  did  such 
execution  with  grape  and  canister  that  the  Brazilians 
took  to  their  heels,  completely  routed.  Osorio  had  sent 
to  Caxias  to  ask  for  reinforcements,  but  had  been  refused. 
He  had  his  horse  killed  under  hitn,  and  three  of  his 
aides-de-camp  by  his  side.  No  further  attempt  was  made 
to  assault  the  trenches.  The  Brazilians  lost  2,000  men, 
hors  de  combat,  and  the  Paraguayans  only  47. 

With  the  view  of  harassing  General  Rivas — who  was 
daily  bombarded  at  Andai  from  Humaita,  wdth  great 
effect — and  of  rendering  his  position  untenable,  the 
Paraguayans  advanced  with  redoubts  from  Timbo.  The 
one  made  nearest  to  Rivas  was  on  the  only  road  from 
Timbo  to  Andai,  about  halfway  between  the  two,  and 
was  called  the  Cora  redoubt.  It  was  garrisoned  wdth  one 
battalion  of  infantry,  and  200  swordsmen  on  foot.  On 
July  18,  General  Rivas  ordered  this  to  be  attacked,  and 
sent  Colonels  Martinez  de  Hoz  and  Campos,  with  their 
battalions  and  some  Brazilians.  The  latter  turned  tail 
quickly,  but  the  Ai'gentines  reached  the  abatis,  when  they 
were  forced  to  retire,  and  the  200  swordsmen  were  then 
sent  upon  them,  and  cut  them  up.  The  two  colonels 
were  taken  prisoners,  and  400  Argentines  put  hors  de 
combat.  The  Paraguayans  followed  up  the  fugitives  to 
near  Andai,  when  General  Rivas  charged  them  and  drove 
them  back. 

The  colour-sero;eant  of  one  of  the  Argentine  battalions 
was  killed,  but  saved  his  colours  by  throwing  them  into 
the  river,  where  they  were  picked  up  by  an  ironclad. 
This  was  called  the  Battle  of  Acayuasa,*  from  the  place 
w^here  the  colonels  w^ere  taken  prisoners,  and  Lopez 
granted  a  decoration  to  all  w^ho  had  been  engaged  in  it, 
consisting  of  a  silver  Maltese  cross. 

Provisions    in    Humaita  were  now  almost   consumed, 

*  Ana,  heads  or  Loughs ;  yuasd,  crossing  each  other :  crossed  boughs. 
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and  it  was  necessary  to  evacuate  it.  They  liad  thirty 
canoes,  and  in  these  they  passed  all  the  Avounded  and  the 
women  across  into  the  Chaco,  on  the  night  of  July  23. 
On  the  24th  (Lopez'  birthday)  dancing  and  music  was 
carried  on  to  deceive  the  enemy  :  and  that  niMit  the 
2;arrison  crossed  over,  the  bands  of  music  remainino-  to 
the  last,  and  playing.  The  enemy  suspected  nothing,  and 
not  till  the  middle  of  the  next  day  did  they  reconnoitre  and 
take  possession  of  Humaita. 

On  the  21st,  three  ironclads  had  forced  the  batteries  of 
Humaita,  going  up  and  joining  the  fleet  above  Humaita. 
These  were  the  '  Cabral,'  '  Silvado,'  and  *  Pianhy.'  The 
fleet  had  not  perceived  the  Paraguayans  crossing  the  river 
at  Humaita,  and  the  passage  was  eff'ected  without  the 
least  disturbance. 

Once  in  the  Chaco,  the  Paraguayans  carried  their 
canoes  overland  into  the  Laguna  Vera,  which  they  had 
to  cross  in  order  to  get  to  Timbo,  as  E,iyas,  with  his  army 
and  fortifications,  occupied  the  road  along  the  river. 
General  Caballero,  with  the  Timbo  forces,  awaited  the 
garrison  of  Humaita  on  the  other  side  of  the  lake,  and 
their  rear  was  protected  by  the  redoubt  opposite  Hu- 
maita, commanded  by  Lieutenant- Colonel  Vallovera. 
From  this  redoubt,  several  marshes  had  to  be  crossed  to 
get  to  the  Laguna  Vera,  the  last  narrow  strip  of  land 
before  the  lake  being  called  Isla  Poi.  The  whole  of  the 
ground  Avas  wooded,  so  that  the  combatants  could  rarely 
see  each  other. 

The  commanders  of  Humaita  immediately  commenced 
sending  the  women  and  the  wounded  in  canoes  across  the 
lake  to  General  Caballero,  and  they  had  to  pass  through  \ 
a  terrible  fire.  As  soon  as  the  Allies  saw  what  was  going 
on,  they  reinforced  General  Rivas,  increasing  his  division 
to  10,000  men.  They  also  sent  sixty  boats,  some  of 
them  with  guns  in  them^  into  the  Laguna  Vera,  to  cut 
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off  the  Paraguayans  when  they  crossed.  Their  ironclads 
were  so  stationed  as  to  sweep  the  Isla  Poi,  and  a  force, 
with  artillery,  was  sent  to  the  west  side  of  the  lake.  All 
these  forces  kept  up  a  terrible  fire,  both  of  artillery  and 
rifles  :  day  and  night,  by  regular  reliefs,  eleven  guns  and 
2,000  rifles  played  incessantly,  from  all  quarters,  on  the 
Paraguayans.  In  one  week,  10,000  shells  were  thrown 
at  them. 

Notwithstanding  the  enemy's  boats  on  the  lake,  the 
Paraguayan  canoes  continued  the  passage  at  night,  a 
hand-to-hand  fight  between  the  canoes  and  boats  taking 
place  every  time  they  passed.  Many,  of  course,  were 
killed  and  wounded,  and  many  canoes  sunk  by  the 
artillery,  which  played  upon  them  till  they  reached  the 
double  line  of  guardboats.  As  soon  as  the  canoes  had 
passed  the  ordeal,  and  arrived  at  the  other  side  of  the  lake, 
the  paddlers  would  give  a  yell  of  delight,  and,  having 
landed  their  passengers,  return  through  the  same  terrible 
fire  to  fetch  more. 

On  the  28th,  the  Brazilians  attacked  Martinez,  but 
were  repulsed  with  loss ;  he  had  a  few  3-pounder  rifled 
guns,  but  the  ammunition  was  finished,  and  he  had  to 
break  up  the  muskets  of  those  who  were  killed,  and  make 
grape  of  the  locks  and  fittings.  There  was  one  night  a 
confusion  among  the  Brazilians,  caused  by  a  battalion  re- 
turning from  some  duty  meeting  another  battalion.  They 
thought  each  other  enemies,  and  fired  for  some  time, 
killino;  and  woundins^  over  a  hundred  men. 

At  length  all  the  Paraguayan  canoes  were  sunk  and 
taken,  and  the  only  road  to  Timbo  was  through  General 
Kivas'  forts  and  army.  2,500  men  had  left  Humaita, 
and  of  these,  1,200  had  attempted  to  cross  the  Laguna 
Vera,  and  nearly  1,000  succeeded  in  doing  so,  many  of 
them  wounded.  Colonel  Alen  had  been  sent  across 
among  the  first  on  a  stretcher,  the  other  three  commanders 
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remaining  to  the  last.  Every  man,  on  leaving  Humaita, 
had  taken  a  small  bag  of  parched  corn  with  him ;  but  this 
was  soon  finished,  and  they  suffered  very  much  from 
hunger,  and  had  to  eat  two  or  three  horses  which  had 
been  brought  from  Humaita. 

On  August  2,  General  Kivas  sent  Colonel  Martinez  an 
invitation  to  sui-render.  The  flag  of  truce,  however,  was 
received  with  bullets,  but  two  days  afterwards  it  returned 
upon  the  same  mission.  This  time  Martinez  agreed  to 
an  interview  mth  Eivas,  which  took  place  on  the  5th,  and 
ended  in  the  surrender  of  the  remnant  of  the  garrison  of 
Humaita,  the  officers  keeping  their  swords.  Colonel 
Martinez  was  so  faint  from  want  of  food  that  he  could 
hardly  speak,  and  200  of  his  men  had  lain  down  to  die 
from  hunger.  Most  of  them  had  been  four  days  without 
food. 

For  surrendering,  after  this  unexampled  faithfulness  to 
Lopez,  all  were  declared  traitors  by  him ;  and  Colonel 
Martinez'  wife,  who  had  lived  at  headquarters  with 
Mrs.  Lynch  during  the  whole  war,  was  throTVTi  into 
prison,  frequently  beaten,  and  finally  shot. 

The  starving  men  were  supplied  with  food  and  taken 
to  Humaita.  Their  number  was  4  field-officers,  95  offi- 
cers, and  1,200  rank  and  file,  of  which  300  were  wounded. 
The  Allies  took  5  sruns   and  800  muskets  at  the  same 

o 

time.  At  Humaita  the  trophies  consisted  of  144  iron 
guns,  of  which  eight  were  8-inch,  and  one  a  burst  150- 
pounder ;  36  brass  guns,  one  of  them  being  a  130- 
pounder  ;  600  muskets,  and  400  bayonets. 

The  firing  at  Humaita  was  distinctly  heard  at  the  Te- 
bicuary,  and  at  night  the  reflection  of  flashes  from  the 
heavy  guns  was  seen,  and  everyone  knew  that  something 
was  taking  place  there. 

When  Lopez  heard  of  the  evacuation  of  Humaita,  he 
sent  word  to  all  the  commanders  of  divisions  in  the  array, 
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to  tell  the  men  that  he  had  left  Humaita  provisions  to  last 
till  October,  but  that  the  commanders  had  not  been  very- 
careful  of  them,  adding  that,  although  he  had  been  obliged 
to  order  the  evacuation,  it  would  have  no  material 
influence  on  his  plans.  He  immediately  ordered  the  eva- 
cuation of  Timbo,  the  heavy  artillery  to  be  sent  on  first. 
When  no  hope  remained  of  any  more  men  crossing  the 
Laguna  Vera,  Caballero,  with  his  OAvn  men  and  with 
those  from  Humaita,  marched  to  Monte  Lindo,  and  joined 
Lopez  at  the  Tebicuary,  bringing  all  the  artillery  and 
ammunition  mth  him ;  and  the  Allies  were  left  alone  in 
the  vicinity  of  Humaita,  where  they  rested  for  three 
weeks,  having  required  thirteen  months'  siege  to  reduce 
Humaita,  the  weakest  position  of  any  the  Paraguayans 
had  held. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

LOPEZ  ABANDONS  THE  TEBICTJAET,  AXD  FORTIFIES  HIITSELF  AT  AN- 
GOSTURA AND  PIKYSTRT — THE  ALLIES  ESTABLISH  THEMSELVES  AT 
PALMAS. 

As  soon  as  Humaita  fell,  Lopez  thought  of  preparing  for 
another  retreat  from  the  Tebicuary,  and  he  ordered  a 
map  to  be  made  of  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Estero  Poi,"^  about  three  leagues  to  the  south  of  Villeta. 
This  Estero  Poi  is  a  marsh  something  like  the  Bellaco, 
and  is  a  branch  of  the  vast  *  estero  '  called  Laguna  Ypoa,t 
joining  it  to  the  river.  It  can  be  crossed  only  on  the 
highroad  from  Humaita  to  Asuncion,  and  is  there  nearly 
a  league  mde,  and  about  four  feet  deep.  It  was  Lopez' 
idea  to  fortify  the  north  side  of  this  ^  estero,'  but  he  subse- 
quently obtained  better  information  of  the  ground,  and 
sent  me,  in  the  middle  of  August,  to  examine,  sketch,  and 
report  upon  the  PikysyryJ  as  a  defensible  position.  This 
is  one  league  north  of  the  Estero  Poi. 

The  Pikysyry  is  the  northernmost  drain  of  the  Lake 
Ypoa,  from  which  it  takes  its  rise  in  the  shape  of  a  wide 
^  estero,'  which  gradually  lessens  as  it  approaches  the  River 
Paraguay,  and  becomes  a  narrow  running  stream  where  it 
enters  the  woods,  which  there  are  about  2,000  yards  wide; 
it  falls  into  the  Paraguay  at  Angostura,  where  it  is  about 
twenty  yards  wide,  and  very  deep.  It  is  also  the  boundary 
of  the  lowlands  which  commence  at  the  Tebicuary,  and 

*  Poi,  narrow,     f  Y  (il),  water  or  lake  ;  pod,  lucky  :  lucky  lake. 
I  'PikjsjTj : piki/,  a  shrimp;  st/rt/,  a  stream  :  the  shrimp  stream. 
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which  are  all  wet,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few  small 
spots.  For  about  two  leagues  to  the  south  of  the  Piky- 
syry,  the  ground  is  covered  with  woods  and  palm  forests, 
being  next  to  impassable  anywhere  but  on  the  highroad, 
which  is  also  very  bad. 

Immediately  to  the  north  of  the  Pikysyry  may  be  said 
to  commence  the  habitable  portion  of  Paraguay,  for  the 
first  hills  are  seen  here,  and  rise  from  that  stream.  Six 
miles  would  be  the  length  required  to  be  covered  by 
forces,  as  for  that  distance  the  Pikysyry  was  passable, 
though  barely,  and  the  highroad  was  the  only  place 
where  an  enemy  might  be  expected.  The  position  could 
not  be  flanked,  without  either  going  round  through  the 
Misiones,  or  through  the  Chaco,  in  which  case  it  would 
be  taken  in  the  rear.  The  only  place,  too,  for  leagues, 
where  river-batteries  could  be  placed,  w^as  Angostura, 
which  again  gave  the  concave  side  of  a  horseshoe  bend 
for  the  batteries  ;  these  could  be  so  made  as  to  flank  the 
front  of  the  land-lines.  The  river  was  rather  wide,  600 
yards,  but  there  was  no  remedy  for  that. 

The  army  would  also  be  much  nearer  to  its  resources, 
and  the  soldiers'  relations  would  be  able  to  go  to  the  army 
and  take  them  mandioca,  oranges,  &c.,  which  would  tell 
very  favourably  on  the  health,  and  consequently  on  the 
strength,  of  the  force. 

I  therefore  reported  all  this  to  President  Lopez,  and 
gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  Pikysyry  would  be  a  much 
more  advantageous  position  than  Tebicuary.  He  then 
sent  me  to  Fortin,  to  arrange  matters  there  for  a  removal, 
to  leave  the  batteries  in  charge  of  Major  Moreno,  and 
to  take  Lieutenant  Abalos  with  me.  The  guns  in  the 
smaller  battery  were  to  be  immediately  embarked  and 
taken  to  Angostura.  I  Avas  then  again  despatched  to 
Pikysyry  to  trace  out  the  batteries,  and  to  give  direc- 
tions concerning  them  to  Lieutenant  Pereira,  who  was 
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for  the  time  to  command  there.  On  my  return,  to  report 
the  commencement  of  the  work,  I  was  promoted  from 
the  rank  of  major  to  that  of  lieutenant-colonel,  and  Lopez 
made  me  a  present  of  a  sword.  He  sent  me  back  the 
same  evening,  to  command  the  troops  which  were  to  be 
sent  there,  and  to  arrange  their  encampment;  to  place 
the  artillery,  mark  out  and  urge  on  the  completion  of 
the  trenches  and  batteries,  to  get  all  needful  stores  from 
the  Minister  of  War  at  Asuncion,  and  have  everything 
ready  for  defence  by  the  time  he  arrived,  as  probably  he 
should  bring  the  enemy  on  behind  him.  Major  Caballero 
vras  sent  as  my  second. 

All  means  of  conveyance  were  now  put  into  requisi- 
tion, both  by  land  and  water,  and  troops  and  guns  were 
constantly  arriving  by  steamers  and  by  land.  Quantities 
of  ammunition  were  also  brought,  nor  was  there  any 
place  to  store  it  but  under  hides  in  the  open  air.  The 
riverside  became  crowded  with  stores  of  all  kinds. 

The  wood  had  to  be  cut  down  both  for  the  river-bat- 
teries, and  for  opening  a  connection  between  them  and 
the  trenches,  and  for  leaving  an  open  space  in  front  of 
them.  It  was  very  hard  work  to  cut  down  this  jungle, 
and  make  all  so  low  that  a  rifleman  could  not  hide  himself 
behind  any  of  tlie  trees.  However,  it  made  a  most  ex- 
cellent abatis. 

The  great  ^  Criollo '  gun  was  brought  from  Asuncion  in 
a  steamer,  and  mounted  in  the  left-hand  battery ;  all 
the  other  guns  were  also  brought  from  town,  as  well  as 
the  garrison. 

On  the  26th,  Lopez  left  San  Fernando,  and  travelled 
overland  slowly  Avith  the  main  army,  leaving  Colonel 
Rivarola  in  command  of  the  rearguard,  and  in  charge  of 
the  final  evacuation. 

On  the  same  day  that  Lopez  left,  the  vanguard  of  the 
Allies,  under  the  Baron  del  Triunfo,  crossed  the  Yacare, 
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after  some  skirmishing  with  the  Paraguayan  guard  ;  and 
on  the  28th  they  attacked  and  took  a  small  redoubt,  with 
three  guns,  which  defended  the  retreat  across  the  river, 
just  as  the  last  of  the  garrison  were  evacuating  it,  on 
their  way  to  pass  the  Tebicuary  in  boats,  which  they 
effected  with  a  very  slight  loss. 

Three  ironclads  had  come  up  meanwhile,  and,  after 
a  great  deal  of  reconnoitring,  found  that  only  three 
old  32-pounders  were  left — the  rest  of  the  guns  having 
been  taken  to  Angostura,  but  their  vacant  places  had 
been  supplied  with  hide-coverings  similar  to  those  over 
the  real  guns.  The  18  th  Battalion  was  still  at  For  tin, 
with  sufficient  artillerymen  to  work  the  three  guns,  and 
the  ironclads  came  close  inshore,  all  round  the  battery, 
both  by  the  Tebicuary  and  the  Paraguay,  and  poured  in 
canister.  There  was,  however,  plenty  of  covering  for  the 
men  while  not  working  the  guns,  and  they  suffered  little, 
firing  at  the  ironclads  when  these  had  just  discharged 
their  guns,  when  they  also  had  time  to  load.  This  went  on 
from  the  26th  to  the  28th,  when  Moreno  received  orders 
to  retire,  and,  throwing  his  three  guns  into  the  river,  he 
marched  away  durino;  the  night — the  ironclads  being  very 
much  surprised  next  morning  to  find  their  hosts  gone. 
Caxias  must  have  now  seen  that  Lopez  intended  fortifying 
himself  higher  up  the  river  ;  but  he  was  so  elated  with  the 
fall  of  Humaita,  and  the  evacuation  of  the  Tebicuary,  that 
the  idea  seems  never  to  have  struck  him  of  the  advantage 
of  sending  the  fleet  up  the  river,  to  see  what  was  being 
done,  and  to  prevent  any  batteries  being  erected  on  it. 

We  were  consequently  allowed  to  work  on  in  peace, 
and  hard  work  it  was.  The  weather  was  very  bad,  and 
the  mud  at  the  battery  was  so  deep  as  nearly  to  hide 
an  8-inch  gun,  for  there  had  not  been  time  to  drain 
it.  This  mud  was  so  slimy,  that  all  ropes  and  tackle  which 
went  near  it  became  just  as  if  they  had  been  soaped,  and 
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the  men  thus  had  no  hold  on  them  on  account  of  their 
slipperiness.  Their  bare  feet  were  sore  from  being 
continually  in  the  mud. 

Lopez  arrived  in  the  beginning  of  September,  and  took 
up  his  quarters  at  Cumbarity,^  a  high  hill,  about  four 
miles  from  the  river,  and  also  from  the  trenches ;  he 
shortly  had  an  immense  house  built  at  Ita  Yvate,t  a  hill 
about  two  miles  to  the  rear  of  the  trenches,  and  four  from 
the  river.  Hence  he  could  see  the  whole  country  around 
for  many  leagues. 

In  order  to  protect  the  port  of  Angostura,  for  our 
steamers  to  load  and  discharge,  until  the  ironclads  should 
force  the  battery,  the  latter  was  divided  into  two  sec- 
tions, 700  yards  apart,  called  the  right  and  left  batteries. 
The  ironclads  could  not  see  what  was  going  on  at  the 
right  battery,  where  the  port  was,  unless  they  came  op- 
posite the  left  battery.  They  did  not  show  themselves 
till  September  8,  on  which  day  three  came  up  to  recon- 
noitre. I  covered  the  guns  in  the  left  battery  with 
boughs,  so  as  completely  to  hide  them,  having  previously 
laid  them  for  a  broadside  opposite  the  battery.  The 
'  Silvado '  alone  came  up  and  passed  the  batteries,  receiv- 
ing considerable  damasie  from  the  '  Criollo.'  which  struck 
her  with  a  steel  shell  at  the  water-line.  She  went  down 
again  in  half  an  hour,  and  had  another  150-pounder  on 
the  other  side  in  the  same  place.  From  that  day  a  few 
ironclads  almost  daily  came  up  to  bombard  Angostura, 
returning  after  a  few  hours  to  their  anchorage,  which  was 
out  of  sight,  near  Palmas. 

The  allied  army  meanwhile  marched  northwards,  and 
on  September  23  its  vanguard  reached  Surubiy,!  a 
stream  about  two  leagues  from  Pikysyry.     Here  Lopez 

*  Ctimbari,  a  kind  of  pepper ;  ti/,  a  plantation  :  a  pepper  plantation, 
t  ltd,  stone ;  yvate,  high  :  high  stone. 

y,  stream :  the  Surubi  stream. 
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had  prepared  an  ambush,  of  200  cavah-yand  150  infantry, 
Avhich  were  hidden  to  the  north  of  the  Surubiy  ;  a  few 
skirmishers  were  sent  to  the  other  side  to  entice  the 
enemy,  Avhich  they  succeeded  in  doing ;  and  when  a  con- 
siderable force  had  passed  the  stream,  the  Paraguayans 
fell  upon  them  and  cut  them  up,  many  being  drowned  in 
the  water,  which  was  deep,  and  one  Brazilian  battalion 
was  completely  annihilated.  Next  day  the  main  army 
arrived,  and  encamped  at  Palmas,  a  guardhouse  on  the 
river,  with  a  very  small  piece  of  dry  land,  the  army 
being  almost  all  of  it  in  mud. 

The  Allies  made  several  reconnaissances  on  the  lines 
of  Pikysyry,  but  considered  them  too  strong  to  attack, 
and  gave  up  the  idea.  The  water  of  the  Pikysyry  had 
been  dammed  up  in  two  places,  so  that  it  was  over  six 
feet  deep  on  the  highroad. 

There  were  altogether  just  over  a  hundred  guns  in  the 
Paraguayan  lines,  including  those  of  Angostura,  which 
mounted  twelve  8-inch  guns,  one  150-pounder,  two 
smoothbore  32-pounders,  and  the  WhitAvorth  32-pounder5 
which  had  been  taken  at  Tuyuti. 

The  Paraguayan  army  was  formed  into  five  divisions, 
viz. — the  Angostura  batteries,  Avith  1,000  yards  of  trench, 
commanded  by  myself,  the  right  commanded  by  Colonel 
Hermosa,  the  centre  by  Colonel  Gonzalez,  Timbo  (so 
called  from  its  being  garrisoned  by  the  forces  from  Timbo) 
commanded  by  Colonel  Montiel,  and  the  left  by  Colonel 
Pivarola.  The  army  now  numbered  altogether  about 
10,000,  by  far  the  greater  portion  being  boys. 

Large  quantities  of  ammunition  of  all  kinds  had  been 
lost  in  the  retreat  from  the  Tebicuary,  none  of  the  guns 
having  a  hundred  rounds,  and  many  only  twenty  or 
thirty.  The  infantry,  too,  had  most  of  them  only  sixty 
to  a  hundred  rounds.  All  the  powder  and  shot  in  the 
magazines  was  brought  down,  and  barely  made  up,  for 
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the  artillery  a  hundred  rounds  per  gun,  and  for  the  in- 
fantry twenty-four  packets  of  ten  rounds  each,  which 
was  the  number  every  soldier  was  ordered  to  have,  and 
which  he  carried  in  two  hide-cases  made  to  sling  round 
the  neck,  so  that,  in  case  of  a  sudden  march,  they  should 
have  plenty  of  ammunition  with  them. 

As  all  the  regimental  music-bands  had  been  com- 
pletely destroyed,  the  remaining  musicians  were  collected 
from  the  army,  with  such  instruments  as  could  be 
found,  and  they  were  divided  into  five  bands  for  the 
^\e  divisions.  Their  instruments  were  horribly  bat- 
tered about  and  out  of  tune,  and  I  had  to  abolish  my 
music,  and  set  the  men  to  dig  instead,  as  it  was  quite 
unbearable. 

To  provide  against  the  exposure  of  the  artillerymen 
at  the  heavy  guns,  in  case  the  ironclads  should  remain 
opposite  the  batteries  and  fight,  I  had  some  high  traversing 
carriages  made,  which  raised  the  guns  above  the  men's 
heads,  so  that  a  high  parapet  could  be  made,  and  all  the 
garrison  of  the  guns,  excepting  the  man  serving  the  vent, 
was  under  cover.  These  carriao-es  also  overcame  the 
difficulty  caused  by  the  pivot  jumping  out,  for  the  guns 
were  light,  but  were  used  with  heavy  charges,  and  kicked 
very  much  in  the  recoil.  I  thus  mounted  six  8-inch  guns, 
with  the  loO-pounder,  and  they  answered  very  well,  being 
less  troublesome  to  work  than  the  old  ones.  The  iron- 
clads afterwards  passed  the  batteries,  and  I  could  get  no 
more  from  Asuncion,  as  our  communication  by  water  was 
cut  off. 
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CHAPTEE  XXIII. 

THE  ALLIES  PREPARE  FOR  ACTIVE  OPERATIONS — ROAD  THROrGH  THE 
CHACO — THE  IRONCLADS  PASS  ANGOSTURA — NEUTRAL  VESSELS  OF 
WAR — LOPEZ   FORMS   A   RESERVE   FORCE. 

When  Caxias  gave  up  the  notion  of  attacking  the  front 
of  the  Paraguayan  defences  at  Pikysyry,  he  conceived  the 
idea  of  making  a  road  through  the  Chaco,  from  opposite 
Palmas  to  opposite  Villeta,  intending  to  pass  his  troops 
across  the  Paraguay,  and  march  on  Lopez'  rear.  He 
accordingly  commissioned  General  Argollo  to  explore 
the  Chaco  v^ith  a  force,  and  to  make  the  road.  This  was 
begun  on  October  1 1. 

On  October  1,  before  daylight,  four  ironclads  forced 
the  batteries  of  Angostura,  receiving  almost  as  much 
damage  as  they  would  have  done  by  daylight.  I  used  to 
'lay  all  the  guns  every  evening  opposite  the  batteries  for 
a  broadside,  which  always  took  effect,  every  shot  which 
struck  an  ironclad  giving  out  a  flash  of  light.  It  was 
very  difficult  to  see  the  steamers  by  night,  as  the  Chaco 
opposite  was  thickly  wooded,  and  this  threw  a  deep  shade 
over  half  of  the  river,  hiding  the  ironclads,  which  always 
sought  this  protection.  They  could  sometimes  be  seen 
only  by  the  moving  reflection  of  their  chimneys  in  the 
water.  After  sunrise  on  the  same  day,  eight  more  iron- 
clads came  up  to  reconnoitre,  and  after  them  the  '  Bel- 
monte,'  wooden  gunboat,  with  the  Admiral  on  board.  No 
sooner,  however,  did  she  show  herself  beyond  the  point  of 
Itapiru"^,  than  we  put  a  Whitworth  loO-pounder  shell  into 

*  A  bend  of  the  river  below  Angost'ira. 
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her  at  her  water-line,  upon  which  she  immediately  re- 
treated. 

The  ironclads  which  had  passed  up  reconnoitred  the 
banks  of  the  river,  and  one  of  them,  a  small  monitor, 
entered  the  Buey  Muerto  above  Angostura,  and  came  out 
opposite  Yilleta.  The  Buey  Muerto  is  a  branch  of  the 
Paraguay,  formed  by  a  large  island,  and  the  Brazilians 
did  not  before  know  that  it  was  navigable.  These 
ironclads  came  and  anchored  above  Angostura,  behind 
the  point  there  formed  by  the  Chaco.  I  now  sent  twenty 
men,  under  Lieutenant  Fleitas,  to  annoy  with  their  rifles 
the  crews  of  these  vessels ;  and  he  laid  an  ambush  for  a 
party  which  landed  to  cut  firewood,  and  fell  upon  them, 
killing  about  twenty-five.  He  lost  only  two  men.  A  small 
trench  was  dug  at  night,  to  protect  the  riflemen,  and  after 
two  days'  firing  at  everyone  who  showed  himself  on  deck, 
the  ironclads  went  higher  up  the  river. 

On  October  8  one  ironclad  ran  down  past  the  batteries 
at  night,  and  on  the  10th  two  ran  up  past  them,  lashed 
together.  It  was  capital  sport  looking  out  for  these 
steamers  at  night.  They  used  to  extinguish  every  light 
on  board,  and  when  going  down  the  stream  would  go 
with  the  current,  only  putting  on  full  speed  when  they 
found  they  were  detected.  On  the  loth  eight  ironclads 
came  up  by  daylight,  and  five  of  them  passed  up  by  the 
batteries.  They  always  lost  some  men  on  these  occa- 
sions, as  the  balls,  though  they  did  not  perforate  them,  yet 
sent  a  number  of  splinters  of  wood  flying  inside.  On  No- 
vember 22,  at  two  in  the  morning,  the  ^  Brazil '  passed 
down,  and  returned  on  the  26th,  with  two  more  ironclads, 
taking  on  their  port-side  a  small  steam-launch  and  a 
pontoon,  loaded  with  provisions.  This  time  the  ^  Brazil ' 
fared  badly,  being  struck  by  thirty-one  balls,  five  of  them 
150-pounders,  and  having  her  commander  wounded,  and 
three  officers  and  the  pilot  killed,  besides  some  of  the 
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crew.  The  steamers  went  up  to  Villeta,  to  repair  along- 
side the  Chaco,  and  when  they  arrived  there  they  began 
to  clean  out  the  splinters  and  throw  them  into  the  river. 
We  saAv  them  drifting  down  for  four  or  five  hours,  and 
among  other  small  splinters  came  pieces  of  doors  and 
other  inside  work,  which  showed  they  had  been  perforated. 

All  this  time  neutral  vessels  of  war  kept  coming,  to 
negotiate  the  lil^erty  of  their  different  countrymen. 
The  first  which  arrived  was  the  United  States'  steamer 
'  Wasp,'  about  the  middle  of  September,  to  take  away  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Washburn,  the  U.S.  minister,  who  had  long  since 
sent  in  his  resignation.  She  was  allowed  to  pass  Angos- 
tura, on  requesting  leave  to  do  so,  and  to  go  up  as  far  as 
Villeta,  where  she  was  to  await  JNlr.  Washburn.  After 
several  days'  delay,  he  w^as  sent  down  on  board  the 
'  Pirabebe,'  and  went  on  board  the  '  Wasp '  and  down 
the  river,  the  '  Pirabebe'  accompanying  the  '  Wasp  '  with 
a  flag  of  truce  as  fiir  as  the  ironclads,  and  then  returning. 
Mr.  Washburn  sent  from  on  board  the  '  Wasp '  a  letter 
to  Lopez,  Avhich  would  probably  have  had  the  effect  of 
my  receiving  orders  to  fire  at  her  as  she  went  down,  had 
he  received  it  before  that  took  place ;  but  of  this  more  anon. 

On  September  30  three  vessels — English,  French,  and 
Italian — steamed  up,  and  anchored  below  Angostura. 
They  each  sent  a  letter  for  Lopez,  and  retired  to  anchor 
for  the  night  oi)posite  the  point  of  Itapiru,  Avhere  their 
lio;hts  were  visible  from  the  batterv.  A  trust  in  our 
belief  that  nothing  would  be  attempted  during  the  proxi- 
mity of  the  neutral  vessels,  and  that  Ave  should  be  all 
asleep,  induced  the  Brazilian  ironclads  to  pass  up  that 
very  night,  and  the  Admiral  to  show  off  next  morning. 
AYe  were  not,  however,  caught  napping  on  this  or  on 
any  other  occasion. 

The  Eno;lish  vessel  Avas  ILB.M.S.  'Linnet,'  briiiixincr 
Mr.  Gould,  to  attempt  aguhi  Avhat  he  could  do  towards 
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getting  the  Brltisli  subjects  away.  He  sent  a  letter  to 
Lopez,  stating  his  object,  and  received  an  answer  that  he 
might  communicate  with  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  that  Lopez  would  be  happy  to  see  him,  if  he  liked  to 
go  to  headquarters.  This  proved  that  Lopez  was  disposed 
only  to  entangle  him  in  a  long  correspondence,  which 
would  have  no  result ;  and  Mr.  Gould,  seeing  this,  went 
away  again,  as  it  would  not  have  been  dignified,  after  so 
much  humbug,  to  enter  again  into  a  long  and  fruitless 
correspondence. 

H.B.M.'s  ship  ^Beacon,'  Captain  Parsons,  was  sent  up, 
and  arrived  on  November  4,  with  the  object  of  taking 
away  the  English.  On  Lopez  hearing  of  the  arrival 
of  an  English  captain,  he  was  much  vexed,  and  almost 
sent  him  away  without  hearing  what  he  had  to  say.  He 
allowed  him,  however,  to  go  up  to  his  headquarters, 
and,  instead  of  treating  him  with  marked  politeness,  as 
he  did  the  French  and  Italian  captains,  he  threw  open 
his  house,  and  gave  orders  that  Captain  Parsons  was  to  be 
allowed  to  go  about  anywhere  he  liked  at  headquarters. 
He  also  invited  Jiim  to  some  English  plum-pudding  which 
Mrs.  Lynch  had  made,  told  him  that  he  might  talk  to 
all  the  British  subjects,  and  that  none  of  them  wanted  to 
go  away.  He  had,  however,  bottled  up  the  few  British 
subjects  who  were  near  headquarters,  and  only  one 
was  allowed  to  see  him,  and  then  only  within  earshot  of 
Lopez.  Everything  was  so  aiTanged  as  to  impress  Cap- 
tain Parsons  that  he  had  been  allowed  to  go  wherever  he 
wished,  and  to  see  everybody  he  liked.  He  was  allowed 
to  take  away  Dr.  Fox,  and  a  dozen  English  women  and 
children.  The  husband  of  one  of  these  women  was 
allowed  to  go  onboard  the '  Beacon 'mth  her,  and  stay  till 
midnight.  He  was  a  mechanic,  who,  by  the  successive 
deaths  of  the  chief  men  in  the  arsenal,  had  become  the 
head  of  it  himself,  and  was  getting  a  large  salary.     He 
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did  not  wish  to  go  away,  and  he  told  Captain  Parsons 
that  none  of  the   English  wished  to  leave. 

When  the  ^  Beacon  '  came  up,  instead  of  anchoring  some 
distance  below,  as  the  other  neutral  vessels  had  done,  she 
slowly  steamed  up  towards  the  battery.  Seeing  this,  I 
immediately  woke  my  second,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Car- 
rillo,  wdio  was  taking  his  siesta,  and  was  very  fast  asleep. 
I  told  him  that  the  English  steamer  was  coming  up,  that  he 
knew  the  orders  respecting  any  vessels  passing  the  battery, 
and  that  I  left  the  command  with  him  for  the  moment ; 
but  that  the  instant  a  shot  was  fired  at  Her  Majesty's 
ship,  I  should  consider  myself  no  longer  in  the  Paraguayan 
service.  (This  was  a  very  dangerous  thing  to  say  in 
Paraguay.)  Carrillo  jumped  up,  half  asleep,  and,  rushing 
to  tjie  battery,  began  to  sponge  a  gun,  at  the  very  moment 
that  the  ^  Beacon '  anchored  a  little  below  the  battery.  At 
the  same  moment  I  received  a  despatch  from  Lopez,  who 
could  see  the  river  from  his  headquarters,  saying  that 
he  was  surprised  I  had  allowed  the  steamer  to  go  so  far, 
and  telling  me  to  fire  at  her  if  she  attempted  to  pass  the 
battery.  I  gave  the  despatch  to  Carrillo,  and  answered 
Lopez,  telling  him  I  had  done  so. 

When  Captain  Parsons  was  going  on  board  the  ^  Beacon,' 
he  was  so  good  as  to  send  me  word  that  he  should  like  to  see 
me.  I  immediately  telegraphed  for  permission  to  Lopez, 
who  replied,  *  Send  any  excuse  you  like ;'  so  I  had  to  send 
word  that  I  was  busy,  and  could  not  go.  Later  in  the 
evening  one  of  the  officers  of  the  '  Beacon,'who  was  waiting 
with  a  boat  at  the  battery,  sent  me  his  card,  and  I  tele- 
graphed again  tAvice  to  Lopez,  as  the  first  time  he  sent  no 
ansAver.  He  told  me  to  send  word  that  it  was  too  late.  It 
would  have  been  as  much  as  my  life  was  Avorth  to  have 
spoken  to  any  of  these  gentlemen  without  Lopez'  leave, 
although  everything  that  came  and  went  had  to  pass 
through  my  hands. 
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During  the  months  of  October  and  !N'ovember  the 
French  and  Italian  steamers  almost  daily  came  and  went 
betweeen  Palmas  and  Angostura,  the  commanders  fre- 
quently going  to  visit  Lopez  at  his  headquarters.  The 
Italian  vessel  at  last  took  away  52  women  and  children, 
and  the  Frenchman  a  smaller  number,  as  Avell  as  M. 
Libertat,  the  chancellor  of  the  French  Consulate,  who 
was  imprisoned  in  irons  for  supposed  conspiracy  against 
Lopez,  and  who,  under  torture,  was  made  to  declare  that 
he  had  received  40,000  dollars  (8,000/.)  from  the  heads  of 
the  conspiracy  for  his  complicity  therein.  He  was  sent 
down  to  me,  together  with  his  papers,  with  orders  to 
deliver  him  to  the  French  captain,  as  a  prisoner,  which  I 
did.  Some  of  these  steamers  took  away  a  number  of 
heavy  cases,  each  of  which  required  from  six  to  eight  men 
to  lift  ;  they  probably  contained  some  of  the  ladles' 
jewellery,  which  had  been  collected  in  1867,  as  well  as  a 
large  number  of  doubloons. 

On  December  3  the  United  States'  ship  '  Wasp ' 
again  made  her  appearance,  carrying  an  Admiral's 
and  a  Minister's  flag.  The  new  Minister  was  General 
MacMahon,  sent  to  replace  Mr.  Washburn,  whom  he  had 
met  at  Rio  Janeiro.  As  Mr.  Washburn  had  been  subjected 
to  some  indignities  on  leaving  Paraguay — especially  in 
having  two  members  of  his  legation  forcibly  taken  from  him 
while  on  his  way  to  embark,  thrown  into  irons,  and  sent 
to  the  army  to  be  judged — it  was  determined  that  Ad- 
miral Davis  should  go  with  a  squadron  of  war-vessels, 
and  demand  the  surrender  of  these  prisoners,  and  that, 
until  they  were  given  up.  General  MacMahon  should 
not  land.  The  morning  the  ^Wasp'  arrived.  Captain 
Kirkland  went  up  to  see  Lopez  at  his  headquarters, 
and  arranged  that  Lopez  should  meet  the  Admiral  the 
same  evening  at  Angostura.  The  meeting  took  place  at 
my  house,  Lopez  being  so  amiable  and  plausible,  that  he 
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deliglitecl  Admiral  Davis,  and  made  him  really  believe 
that  Masterman  and  Bliss,  the  two  prisoners  demanded, 
were  guilty  of  a  horrible  conspiracy.  He  told  the  Ad- 
miral that  he  himself  wished  to  give  them  up,  but  that  the 
tribunals  would  not  do  so.  However,  Admiral  Davis  had 
some  arguments  w4th  him  in  the  shape  of  11 -inch  guns, 
which  would  have  been  applied  in  a  more  persuasive  man- 
ner than  the  Brazilians  did  theirs  ;  and  so  on  Decem- 
ber 10,  at  night,  Masterman  and  Bliss  were  sent  to 
me,  with  orders  to  deliver  them  to  Captain  Kirkland  as 
prisoners.  I  was  only  too  glad  to  obey  this  order,  as  I 
knew  it  was  only  a  farce.  I  could  not,  of  course,  see 
either  Admiral  Davis  or  Captain  Kirkland,  to  tell  them 
my  idea  of  their  guilt.  On  the  12th  General  MacMahon 
landed  and  went  up  to  headquarters,  where  he  remained 
some  time  with  Lopez. 

While  these  neutral  vessels  were  carrying  on  their 
negotiations,  the  Brazilian  ironclads  several  times  came  uj) 
and  insulted  them,  going  even  to  the  length  of  firing  at 
the  battery  over  the  bows  of  the  Italian  steamer.  The 
English  gunboat  was  the  only  one  they  respected. 

The  road  in  the  Chaco,  meanwhile,  was  being  con- 
structed. It  was  a  large  work,  being  almost  wholly 
made  of  palm-trees,  laid  transversely,  side  by  side,  on 
the  ground,  which  was  muddy,  and  liable  to  be 
flooded  when  the  river  rose  hio^h  ;  several  bridcres  also 
had  to  be  made  over  it.  The  whole  orround  there,  as  in 
the  rest  of  the  Chaco,  is  perfectly  flat.  About  a  mile 
below  Villeta,  a  stream  called  the  Aracuay,  in  the  Chaco, 
falls  into  the  Paraguay.  The  mouth  of  the  former  is 
narrow,  and  barely  admits  a  small  paddle-steamer;  but 
shortly  it  becomes  laro;er,  and  divides  into  several  lonGC 
branches,  one  of  which  goes  towards  Palmas,  but  is  not 
navigable  so  far.  Into  the  Aracuay  was  sent  the  steam- 
launch,  wliich  the  ironclads  took  past  Angostura  with  them; 

u  2 
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and  it  did  good  service  in  transporting  provisions  &c. — 
first  for  the  ironclads  only,  and  afterwards  for  the  whole 
army. 

The  Brazilian  road  ran  along  the  eastern  side  of  this 
stream,  and  a  telegraph  was  also  laid  down  along  it. 
Four  encampments,  or  guards,  of  two  battalions  each, 
were  stationed  along  the  road,  and  a  redoubt  was  made  at 
the  northern  end  of  it,  in  a  wood.  We  had  forces,  vary- 
ing from  100  to  800  men,  in  the  Chaco;  but  the  ground 
was  so  intersected  with  '  esteros,'  that  it  was  almost  im- 
possible for  more  than  two  or  three  men  at  a  time  to  go 
anywhere.  Twice,  however,  these  forces  had  engage- 
ments with  the  enemy,  which  resulted  in  very  small  losses 
on  either  side. 

At  first  Lopez  did  not  believe  that  the  Brazilians  really 
meant  to  march  through  the  Chaco,  but  thought  it  was 
only  a  diversion,  more  especially  as  our  spies  reported 
that  troops  marched  from  Palmas  towards  Villeta  by  day, 
returning  by  night.  At  length,  however,  there  could  be 
no  doubt  of  their  intention,  and  he  had  a  trench  made 
round  the  village  of  Villeta,  w^here  they  were  expected 
to  land,  and  this  the  ironclads  continually  bombarded. 
He  also  formed  a  movable  reserve  force,  consisting  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  anuy,  leaving  in  the  trenches  only  the 
*  indisposed,'  and  the  greater  part  of  the  artillery.  I  had 
to  send  five  battalions  to  this  reserve,  remaining  with  only 
one,  and  a  few  contingents  belonging  to  other  battalions. 
The  reserve  was  encamped  close  to  Lopez'  headquarters, 
so  that  he  could  despatch  them  himself,  at  a  moment's 
notice. 

The  men  were  much  improved  in  health  by  the  food 
they  had  been  eating  since  they  arrived  at  Pikysyry,  for 
their  relations  came  continually,  bringing  them  eatables, 
and  many  people  sent  presents  of  cartloads  of  oranges, 
maudioca,  &c. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

THE    END    OF    THE    WAR. 

THE  BRAZILIANS  LAND  AT  SAN  ANTONIO — BATTLES  OF  YT0R0R(5  AND 
OF  AVAT — CAPTURE  OF  THE  TRENCHES  AT  PIKTSYRY — SEVEN  DATS' 
FIGHTING  AT  ITA  YVATI;,  RESULTING  IN  THE  DEFEAT  OF  LOPEZ, 
THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  HIS  ARMY,  AND  THE  CAPITULATION  OF  AN- 
GOSTURA. 

Towards  the  end  of  N'ovember,  the  whole  Brazilian 
army,  amounting  to  32,000  men,  had  crossed  over  into 
the  Chaco,  and  on  the  27th  Caxias  went  himself.  The 
Brazilians  embarked  in  their  ironclads,  landing,  not  at 
Villeta,  but  at  San  Antonio,  a  village  about  four  miles 
farther  up  the  river,  where  they  were  not  expected,  on 
December  5.  A  small  force  had  been  awaiting  them  at 
Villeta,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  5th,  Lopez  sent  his 
reserve,  consisting  of  about  5,000  men  and  12  guns, 
under  General  Caballero,  his  second  being  Colonel  Ser- 
rano, to  defend  the  pass  of  the  Ytororo.*  This  is  a 
narrow  deep  stream,  having  a  bridge  over  it,  which  it 
was  necessary  to  cross  in  order  to  go  from  San  Antonio 
to  Villeta  ;  and  the  ground  all  about  is  covered  with 
islets  of  wood,  in  one  of  which,  close  to  the  bridge,  the 
Paraguayans,  after  marching  all  night,  concealed  them- 
selves. 

In  the  morning  the  bridge  was  attacked  by  the  Bra- 
zilians. Osorio,  with  the  3rd  Division  of  the  Army,  was 
sent  round,  by  an  impracticable  road,  to  the  left,  in  order 

*  Y,  water  ;  tororo,  cascade. 
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to  attack  the  Paraguayans  in  their  rear,  while  General 
ArgoUo  attacked  them  in  front ;  he  could  not,  however, 
arrive  in  time,  on  account  of  the  badness  of  the  road. 
General  Argollo  led  the  attack  with  the  2nd  Division, 
the  1  st  Division  being  kept  in  reserve ;  and  after  encoun- 
tering a  terrible  fire  from  the  Paraguayan  artillery,  which 
was  commanded  by  Major  Moreno,  he  crossed  the  bridge, 
but  was  immediately  charged  and  driven  back  by  Caballero. 
A  determined  hand-to-hand  fight  now  took  place,  and  the 
bridge  was  taken  and  retaken  three  times,  remaining  at 
last  in  possession  of  the  Paraguayans.     Caxias  now  came 
up  with  the  1st  Division,  with  which,  joined  to  the  2nd,  he 
attacked   and  took  the  bridge,  and    also    six   guns,  the 
Paraguayans  retreating  with  the  other  six.     The  Bra- 
zilians lost  over  3,000  killed  and  wounded ;  among  the 
former  one  of  their  best  colonels,  Fernando   JNIachado, 
and  among  the  wounded.  Generals  Argollo  and  Gurjao. 
The  Paraguayans  had  1,200  ho?'s  de  combat,  and  lost  six 
guns.     Lopez,  after  he  had  received  news  of  the  battle, 
telegraphed  to  me  that,  after  five  hours'  hard  fighting, 
Caballero  had  remained  in  possession  of  the  field  of  battle, 
and!  ordered  me  to   decorate  the  battery  with  flags  in 
honour  of  the  victory. 

The  ironclads  still  paid  us  their  daily  visits,  but 
seemed  very  fearful  of  coming  within  sure  range;  they 
used  to  come  up  past  Itapirti,  and  hide  behind  the  point 
of  the  Chaco,  oj^posite  Angostura,  and  would  bombard 
thence ;  occasionally  showing  themselves  beyond  that 
point,  which  was  about  1,000  yards  oflP,  when  they  were 
almost  always  hit,  as  w^e  had  got  the  range  pretty  ac- 
curately. There  was,  however,  one  of  the  ironclads 
wdiich,  by  some  good  luck  of  theirs,  we  could  never 
hit;  it  was  the  only  one  whose  commander  showed 
himself,  and  he  used,  with  another  ofl&cer,  both  in  white 
waistcoats,  to  stand  on  the  top  of  his  casemate,  while  we 
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were  exchanging  shots.  They  came  to  their  end  in  the 
following  manner.  On  the  night  of  December  8,  think- 
ing to  bring  the  ironclads  nearer  to  the  battery,  I  masked 
the  left  one  completely  with  boughs  of  trees,  so  that 
nothing  could  be  seen  of  it.  As  luck  would  have  it, 
there  was  a  report  in  the  fleet  that  Angostura  had  been 
evacuated,  and  on  the  same  night  the  Commodore  sent  a 
most  trustworthy  officer,  who  returned,  and  reported  to  the 
Commodore  that  he  had  been  right  up  to  the  battery,  and 
that  there  were  no  guns  or  men  there.  (This  I  learnt  from 
the  private  diary  of  an  officer  temporarily  commanding  one 
of  the  ironclads,  taken  by  an  expedition  I  sent  afterwards 
into  the  Chaco.)  Next  morning  the  white  waistcoats  and 
a  monitor  came  up  to  reconnoitre,  but  I  had  no  flag  flying, 
and  shoAved  none.  They  came  rather  nearer  than  usual, 
and  after  examining  with  their  glasses  for  some  time, 
and  firing  a  few  rounds  of  grape,  they  went  away.  I 
then  rode  up  to  Lopez'  headquarters  to  see  him,  and 
just  as  I  arrived  there,  saw  all  the  guns  in  the  battery 
go  off.  The  ironclads  had  been  to  report  the  evacuation 
of  the  left  battery,  and  received  orders  to  pass  it,  and  go 
and  reconnoitre  the  right  one,  in  doing  which  the  '  Mariz- 
e-Barros,'  of  the  white  waistcoats,  had  gone  ahead,  and 
in  passing  the  battery,  the  officers  on  the  casemate  were 
blown  to  pieces.  The  vessel  was  also  much  damaged. 
The  monitor  made  off  back  again  as  fast  as  she  could ; 
but  the  '  Mariz-e-Barros '  passed  the  right  battery  also, 
not  being  able  (so  says  the  diary)  to  turn  in  time  and  go 
back. 

All  this  time  the  Argentine  army,  which  had  remained 
at  Palmas,  used  every  night  to  make  some  noise  in  the 
woods,  to  keep  us  awake  in  expectation  of  an  attack  ;  and 
they  used  to  play  the  '  turututus,'  in  which  our  men  had 
taken  the  initiative  before.  Now  and  then  a  rowino:-boat 
would  attempt  to  come  silently  at  night  to  reconnoitre, 


296  THE    WAR    IX    PARAGUAY. 

but  it  was  invariably  heard  from  a  long  distance,  and  a 
shot  or  two  sent  it  away. 

After  the  Battle  of  Ytororo,  the  Brazilians  marched  on 
and  encamped  at  Ypane,"^  an  old  guardhouse  on  the  Biver 
Paraguay,  where  their  fleet  was  passing  over  the  cavalry 
and  artillery  from  the  Chaco ;  and  on  December  1 1  they 
asrain  marched  southwards,  havino;  to  fight  another  battle 
at  Avay,t  a  stream  crossed  by  the  road,  and  which  the 
Paraguayans  held.  These  had  been  reinforced  by  Lopez 
with  six  guns  and  a  few  men,  making  up  about  4,000 
men  and  12  guns  in  all.  General  Caballero  again  com- 
manded the  Paraguayans,  and  they  all  fought  like  lions. 
They  held  their  ground,  in  a  pouring  rain,  for  four  hours 
against  the  continual  assaults  of  the  Brazilians,  until  the 
cavalry  surrounded  them,  and  they  were  attacked  on  all 
sides.  They  were  now  completely  cut  up,  and  hardly  a  man 
escaped.  General  Caballero  was  pulled  off  his  horse,  and 
his  ^  poncho '  and  silver  spurs  taken  ;  but  he  was  not  recog- 
nised by  the  enemy,  and  next  day  presented  himself  to 
Lopez.  Colonels  Serrano  and  Gonzalez  were  taken  pri- 
soners, and,  in  fact,  all  who  were  not  killed  were  captured. 
AYonderfully  enough,  the  Brazilians  took  so  little  care  of 
their  prisoners  that  several  field-officers  made  their  escape 
in  a  day  or  two,  and  went  back  to  Lopez.  Among  these 
were  Major  Moreno  (wounded),  commander  of  the  ar- 
tillery. Major  Mongelos,  &c.  About  200  men  escaped 
altoo^ether.  The  Brazilians  took  the  12  o^uns  and  700 
sound  prisoners,  besides  500  wounded.  They  also  took 
300  women  belonging  to  the  Paraguayan  army,  and  did 
not  treat  them  well. 

The  Brazilians,  however,  lost  more  than  the  Paraguay- 
ans did  on  this  occasion,  having  about  4,000  men  hors  de 
combat,  and  General   Osorio   severely  wounded.     They 

*  I^,  water ;  i^a'^e,  crooked  :  a  crooked  stream. 

t  Avd,  an  Indian  ;  y,  stream  :  the  Indians'  stream. 
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now    encamped  on  the  heights   of  Villeta,  in   vicAv   of 
Angostura,  though  about  four  miles  off. 

The  day  after  this  battle,  Lopez  wrote  to  me,  that  it 
had  not  gone  so  well  for  us  as  the  preceding  one,  but 
that  the  enemy  had  suffered  so  severely  that  the  generals 
had  only  been  able  to  keep  their  army  together  by  assur- 
ing them  that  General  Caballero  had  been  killed. 

Lopez  now  saw  that  he  was  going  to  be  attacked  in 
the  rear,  and,  at  my  suggestion,  a  trench  was  begun  from 
Angostura  towards  his  headquarters,  A\-ith  its  front  to- 
wards Villeta,  and  flanked  in  the  same  manner  by  the 
right  battery,  as  the  old  trench  was  by  the  left.  It  was, 
however,  soon  apparent  that  ive  had  not  sufficient  men  to 
execute  a  large  work  like  this,  and  it  was  given  up,  and 
a  star  fort  begun  on  a  hill  2,000  yards  on  the  way,  in- 
tended to  be  one  of  a  chain  of  forts ;  but  the  enemy  did 
not  give  time  for  this  either.  Lopez  accordingly  scraped 
together  all  the  men  he  could,  and  collected  about  3,000 
at  his  headquarters,  where  he  also  had  a  number  of  guns 
sent,  including  the  Whitworth  32-pounder.  He  had  a 
ditch  dug,  two  feet  wide  by  two  feet  deep,  and  the  earth 
thrown  to  the  front,  so  that,  by  sitting  doAvn  on  the  inner 
edge  of  the  ditch,  the  men  would  be  somewhat  protected 
from  rifle-bullets.  This  trench  was  garrisoned  with  all 
his  troops — his  escort,  which  was  now  well  mounted,  being 
kept  in  reserve — and  guns  were  placed  all  round  it.  With 
the  view  of  keeping  it  out  of  rifle-range  of  his  house,  the 
trench  was  made  of  an  immense  radius,  so  that  it  was 
very  thinly  defended  on  the  front.  There  was  not  time 
to  dig  this  ditch  all  round,  and  the  rear,  towards  Cerro- 
Leon,  was  completely  open,  and  had  no  men  to  defend  it. 
This,  however,  did  not  signify  ^nth  a  general  like  Caxias, 
who  was  certain  to  find  out  which  was  the  strong  side, 
and  attack  it.  Had  Lopez  saved  all  his  men  to  defend 
Ita  Yvate,  instead  of  sending  them  to  fight  in  the  open 
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field,  he  might  have  destroyed  the  Brazilian  army  this 
month. 

The  whole  trench  of  Pikysyry  was  left  garrisoned  with 
about  1,500  men,  most  of  them  invalids  and  boys,  and 
about  forty  guns  of  different  calibres.  I  turned  each  of 
the  batteries  into  a  small  redoubt,  by  digging  a  trench 
round  it  of  a  peculiar  construction,  that  the  men  defend- 
ing it  might  not  be  injured  by  the  canister,  which, 
in  case  of  an  attack,  the  guns  were  to  fire  over  their 
heads."^  There  was  no  time  to  make  anything  more  for- 
midable. I  also  had  chain-cables  placed  round  on  posts 
to  stop  the  cavalry,  should  it  attempt  to  charge,  as  a 
horse  could  jump  our  trench. 

On  the  night  of  the  16th  two  ironclads  ran  down  past 
the  batteries,  and  on  the  19th  five  passed  up,  taking 
loaded  pontoons  with  them,  making  in  all  twelve  ironclads 
above  and  six.  below  the  batteries,  besides  seventeen 
wooden  vessels  of  war,  which  were  not  brought  into  play 
at  all.  The  ironclads,  both  above  and  below  the  batteries, 
favoured  us  with  their  eternal  and  useless  bombardments, 
which  at  Angostura  had  only  cost  us,  up  to  this  time,  one 
officer  and  ten  men  killed,  and  one  officer  and  twelve  men 
wounded.  During  the  last  few  days,  however,  the  losses 
were  greater,  as  we  were  more  crowded. 

On  December  17,  the  Brazilian  cavalry  made  a  recon- 
naissance on  our  positions,  not  however  going  far  enough 
to  see  anything.  They  surprised  a  Paraguayan  regiment 
of  cavalry  (the  45th),  which  they  completely  destroyed, 
only  the  commander  and  two  or  three  men  escaping. 

It  was  said  that  Caxias  had  been  urged  on  to  action  by 
positive  orders  from  the  Emperor  to  risk  his  last  man  in 
bringing  the  war  at  once  to  a  conclusion.  Having  raised 
their  camp  at  Villeta,  embarking  all  the  tents,  &c.,  during 

^  See  Plate  IV. 
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the  previous  day,  the  Avhole  Brazilian  army,  25,000  strong, 
marched  in  two  columns,  on  the  morning  of  December  21 ; 
and  having  reconnoitred  the  front  of  Lopez'  position  at 
Ita  Yvate,  sat  down  before  the  strongest  portion  of  it,  to 
have  their  dinner,  while  General  Mena  Barreto,  with 
the  cavalry,  a  few  guns,  and  some  infantry,  took  the 
Pikysyry  trenches  in  the  rear,  and  cleared  them  of  the 
Paraguayans,  killing  some  700,  and  taking  200  prisoners, 
most  of  them  wounded,  and  all  the  artillery  to  within  a 
mile  of  Angostura,  where  he  stopped.  Many  of  the  fu- 
gitives and  women  sought  refuge  in  Angostura,  which 
was  now  completely  cut  off  from  Lopez,  the  road  from 
Palmas  by  land  being  open  for  the  enemy's  supplies.  Some 
of  the  defeated  Paraguayans,  from  the  left  of  the  Pikysyry 
trench,  found  their  way  to  Lopez,  and  reinforced  him.  At 
three  in  the  afternoon  the  Brazilians  attacked  Lopez' 
headquarters,  and  after  three  hours'  fighting  became  mas- 
ters of  fourteen  of  his  guns,  including  the  Whitworth 
32-pounder.  They  had  also  made  an  entrance  in  another 
point,  and  reached  Lopez'  house,  when  his  escort  charged 
them  and  drove  them  out  again.  The  Brazilian  losses 
were  immense,  for  they  had  chosen  the  only  two  defiles 
Avhich  led  to  Lopez'  lines  for  their  attack,  instead  of  going 
round,  where  they  might  have  attacked  in  any  formation 
they  liked,  and  their  infantry  was  made  of  such  stuflT  that 
a  very  few  Paraguayans  were  able  to  defeat  a  great  many 
of  them.  On  this  day,  besides  the  losses  at  the  trenches 
of  Pikysyry,  Lopez  lost  the  greater  part  of  the  forces  he 
had  with  him  at  Ita  Yvate.  The  Brazilians  that  day  lost 
about  3,500  killed  and  wounded,  the  Baron  del  Triunfo 
being  among  the  latter.  Lopez  that  night  sent  to  Cerro- 
Leon  and  to  Caapucu,  where  he  still  had  a  few  men,  to  re- 
call them ;  and  on  the  next  day  he  wrote  a  letter,  addressed 
both  to  me  and  my  second,  being  the  first  time  he  had 
addressed  an  order  to  Angostura,  excepting  to  me  solely, 
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telling  us  to  cut  our  way  througli  the  allied  army  that  night, 
and  join  him  with  our  men  at  Ita  Yvate.  The  letter  was 
given  to  a  Lieutenant  Roman,  and  Lopez  mounted  him 
on  his  own  horse  ;  he  made  a  rush  through  the  main  army 
of  the  Allies,  and  reached  A^^thin  2,000  yards  of  Angos- 
tura, when  he  was  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  and  had  to 
gallop  back  through  them,  again  arriving  that  night  at 
Lopez'  headquarters.  He  was  sent  again  next  night, 
and  also  another  officer  with  a  duplicate  of  the  order  ;  and 
they  went  round  by  different  roads,  and  both  arrived 
towards  morning  at  Angostura.  While  we  were  beginning 
preparations  for  our  march,  another  messenger  arrived 
with  a  counter-order,  in  which  Lopez  says  :  '  The  situation 
has  changed ;  I  sustain  myself  well,  and  the  enemy  can 
only  attack  me  very  weakly,  being  completely  demoralised. 
You  must  therefore  sustain  yourselves  at  all  hazards,  if 
this  order  arrives  in  time.  The  chief  drawback  of  the 
enemy  is  the  immense  number  of  wounded  he  has, 
which  he  cannot  attend  to,  as  the  road  he  has  opened 
through  our  trench  barely  permits  him  to  convey  his 
most  distinguished  wounded.  The  order  of  yesterday 
will  therefore  not  be  executed,  unless  in  an  extreme  case, 
which  I  hope  will  not  arrive,  as  I  count  upon  soon  taking 
you  provisions.' 

The  22nd  and  23rd  were  employed  by  the  Brazilians 
in  firing  all  day  and  all  night  with  rifles  at  Lopez'  head- 
quarters, and  by  the  Argentines  in  coming  up  and  joining 
Caxias,  who  also  brought  the  field  artillery  from  Palmas. 
On  the  23rd  a  battalion  of  Paraguayans  arrived  from 
Cerro-Leon,  numbering  about  500  men ;  and  on  the  25th 
further  reinforcements  arrived  from  Caapucu,  of  a  batta- 
lion of  infantry  and  a  regiment  of  cavalry.  The  40th 
Battalion  had  been  completely  destroyed  on  the  21st,  as 
also  the  famed  Rifle  Battalion  ;  and  the  reinforcements 
were  divided  into  four  battalions,  one  of  which  was  again 
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named  the  40th.  The  sailors  had  been  also  brought  from 
the  steamers,  leaving  just  enough  on  board  to  navigate 
them.  Almost  the  whole  of  the  artillerymen  had  been 
killed  on  the  21st,  and  Lopez  released  Captain  Saguier — 
who  had  been  under  torture  in  prison,  for  alleged  com- 
plicity in  the  conspiracy,  ever  since  General  Bruguez  was 
bayoneted — and  sent  him  to  command  the  artillery. 

An  intimation  was  sent  to  Lopez  to  lay  down  his  arms, 
on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  signed  by  the  allied  Generals, 
to  which  Lopez  returned  the  following  answer  : — 

'  Headquarters  at  Pikysyry, 

December  24,  3  f.m. 

'  The  Marshal  President  of  the  Kepublic  of  Paraguay 
ought  perhaps  to  decline  sending  a  written  answer  to 
their  Excellencies  the  Generals-in -Chief  of  the  allied 
army,  in  w^ar  against  the  nation  he  presides  over,  on  ac- 
count of  the  unusual  tone  and  language,  incompatible  with 
military  honour,  and  with  the  supreme  magistracy,  mth 
which  your  Excellencies  have  thought  proper  to  send  me  an 
intimation  to  lay  down  my  arms  within  the  term  of  twelve 
hours,  to  finish  a  prolonged  struggle,  threatening  to  lay 
upon  my  head  the  blood  already  spilled,  and  that  yet  to  be 
spilled,  if  I  do  not  obey  the  order,  making  my  person  re- 
sponsible to  my  country,  to  the  nations  which  your  Ex- 
cellencies represent,  and  to  the  civilised  world.  I  wish, 
however,  to  do  so,  rendering  thus  a  holocaust  to  that  very 
blood  generously  poured  out,  both  by  my  people  and  by 
their  enemies,  as  also  to  the  sentiments  of  religion,  hu- 
manity, and  civilisation  which  your  Excellencies  invoke 
in  your  intimation.  These  are  precisely  the  sentiments 
which,  more  than  two  years  ago,  moved  me  to  place  myself 
above  all  the  official  discourtesy  with  which  the  elect  of 
my  country  has  been  treated  during  this  war.  At  Yataity 
Corii  I  then  sought,  in  an  interview  Avith  his  Excellency 
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the  General-in-Cbief  of  the  allied  armies  and  President 
of  the  Argentine  Republic,  General  Bartolome  JMitre,  the 
reconciliation  of  four  sovereign  States  of  South  America, 
which  had  already  begun  to  destroy  each  other  in  a  re- 
markable manner ;   but  my  initiative  met  with  no  answer 
but  the  contempt  and  silence  of  the  allied  Governments, 
and  new  and  bloody  battles  on  the  part  of  their  armed 
representatives,  as  your  Excellencies  call  yourselves.     I 
then  more  clearly  saw  that  the  tendency  of  the  war  of  the 
Allies  was  against  the  existence  of  the  Republic  of  Para- 
guay, and,  though  deploring  the  blood  spilled  in  so  many 
years'  war,  I  could  say  nothing,  and,  placing  the  fate  of 
my  Fatherland  and  its  generous  sons  in  the  hands  of  the 
God  of  Nations,  I  fought  its  enemies  '^^ith  loyalty  and 
conscience,  and  I  am  disposed  to  continue  fighting  until 
that  God  and  our  arms  decide  the  definite  fate   of  the 
cause. 

'  Your  Excellencies  have  thought  fit  to  inform  me  of  the 
knowledge  you  possess  of  my  actual  resources,  thinking 
that  I  have  the  same  knowledge  of  the  numerical  forces 
of  the  Allies,  and  of  their  every-day  increasing  resources. 
I  have  not  that  knowledge,  but  I  have  more  than  four 
years'  experience,  that  numerical  force  and  those  resources 
have  never  influenced  the  abnegation  and  bravery  of  the 
Paraguayan  soldier,  who  fights  with  the  resolution  of  the 
honourable  citizen  and  of  the  Christian  man,  and  who 
opens  a  wide  grave  in  his  country  rather  than  see  it  even 
humiliated.  Your  Excellencies  have  thought  fit  to  re- 
mind me  that  the  blood  spilled  at  Ytororo  and  at  Avay 
should  have  determined  me  to  avoid  that  which  was  spilled 
on  the  21st  instant ;  but  your  Excellencies  doubtless  for- 
got that  those  very  actions  might  have  sho\\Ti  you  before- 
hand, how  true  all  is  that  I  say  about  the  abnegation  of 
my  compatriots,  and  that  every  drop  of  blood  which  falls 
to  the  ground  is  a  new  obligation  for  those  who  survive. 
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After  such  an  example^  my  poor  head  will  bear  the  burden 
of  the  ungentlemanly  threat  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
pression) which  your  Excellencies  have  considered  it  your 
duty  to  notify  to  me.  Your  Excellencies  have  not  the 
right  to  impeach  me  before  the  Republic  of  Paraguay,  my 
Fatherland,  for  I  have  defended  it,  I  defend  it,  and  I  will 
yet  defend  it. 

'  My  country  imposed  that  duty  on  me,  and  I  take  glory 
in  fulfilling  it  to  the  last ;  as  for  the  rest,  I  shall  leave  my 
deeds  to  history,  and  I  owe  an  account  of  them  only  to 
my  God. 

'  If  blood  is  still  to  flow.  He  will  lay  it  to  the  account 
of  those  who  are  responsible.  For  my  part,  I  am  still 
disposed  to  treat  for  the  termination  of  the  war  upon 
bases  equally  honourable  for  all  the  belligerents,  but  I 
am  not  disposed  to  listen  to  an  intimation  to  lay  down  my 
arms. 

*  Inviting  your  Excellencies,  therefore,  to  treat  of 
peace,  I  consider  I  am,  in  my  turn,  fulfilling  an  im- 
perious duty  towards  religion,  humanity,  and  civilisation, 
as  well  as  what  I  owe  to  the  unanimous  cry  I  have  just 
heard  from  my  generals,  chiefs,  officers,  and  troops,  to 
whom  I  have  communicated  your  Excellencies'  intima- 
tion, and  also  what  I  owe  to  my  own  name. 

'  I  ask  your  Excellencies'  pardon  for  not  citing  the  date 
and  hour  of  the  notification,  as  they  were  not  on  the 
document,  but  it  was  received  in  my  lines  at  a  quarter- 
past  seven  this  morning. 

*  God  preserve  your  Excellencies  many  years  ! 

'Francisco  S.  Lopez. 

'  To  their  Excellencies  Marshal  the  Marqiiez  de 
Caxias,  Colonel- Major  Don  Enrique  Castro, 
and  Brifjadler- General  Don  Juan  A.  Gelhj  y 
Ohes: 
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When  the  fighting  began  at  Ita  Yvate,  Lopez  aban- 
doned his  house,  and  erected  a  tent,  about  a  mile  more 
to  the  rear,  among  the  woods.  While  the  enemy  were 
actually  attacking,  however,  he  was  on  horseback,  shel- 
tered by  the  thick  mud  walls  of  his  house,  and  all  his  staff 
on  horseback  with  him.  They  were  not  sheltered,  and 
kept  falling  one  by  one,  struck  by  the  bullets.  Every 
now  and  then  Lopez  would  send  one  of  them  off*  to  fight, 
only  saying,  '  Go  and  fight.'  Those  who  were  prudent 
took  care  to  return  soon,  but  most  of  them  succumbed. 
Colonel  Toledo,  an  old  man  of  about  70,  commander  from 
time  immemorial  of  the  Government  Escort,  was  sent  off 
to  fio-ht  with  a  lance,  and  a  few  minutes  afterwards  his 
corpse  was  brought  back.  Almost  the  whole  of  the  staff 
and  of  the  principal  officers  were  killed  or  severely 
wounded.  The  wounded  men  whom  Lopez  saw  coming 
away  from  the  fight  he  hailed,  and  enquired  after  their 
wounds.  They  were  very  proud  of  this,  and  always 
said,  '  Oh,  it's  a  mere  nothing.'  '  Then  go  again  and  fight  : 
here,  give  this  man  a  nip  of  spirits.'  The  man  would  go 
again  quite  cheerfully,  even  though  he  had  only  one  hand 
or  les:  that  he  could  use. 

The  women  had  to  do  all  the  burying  during  those 
days,  and  to  attend  to  the  sick,  as  there  were  no  men  to 
be  spared.  The  rifle-bullets,  by  thousands,  did  not  cease 
from  December  21  to  27,  both  by  day  and  night,  and  all 
the  wounded  were  exposed  to  this  fire,  as  well  as  the 
combatants. 

General  MacMahon,  the  United  States'  minister,  was 
all  this  time  at  Lopez'  headquarters,  and,  together  with 
Messrs.  Burrell  and  Yalpy,  civil  engineers,  was  under  this 
terrible  fire  till  the  23rd,  when  Lopez  sent  them  away  to 
Pirebebui,*  whither  the  seat  of  government  had  been  re- 
moved. General  MacMahon  took  with  him  Lopez'  children, 

*  Virc,  skin;  ixvui,  light:  light  bkm. 
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Mrs.  Lynch  remaining  with  him.  Lopez  made  a  deed  of 
gift  of  his  property,  making  General  MacMahon  his 
executor,  and  charging  him  with  the  care  of  his  children, 
in  the  following  curious  documents,  captured  by  the 
Allies  on  December  27  : — 


'  Major- General   MacMahon,   Minister    of  the    United 
States  of  America. 

'Pikysyry,  December  23,  1868. 

'  Distinguished  Sir, — As  the  representative  of  a 
friendly  nation,  and  in  precaution  against  anything  which 
may  occur,  I  permit  myself  to  confide  to  your  care  the 
enclosed  deed  of  gift,  by  which  I  transfer  to  Mrs.  Eliza 
Lynch  all  my  private  property,  of  whatsoever  nature. 

'  I  beg  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  keep  that  docu- 
ment in  your  possession  until  you  can  deliver  it  safely  to 
the  said  lady,  or  return  it  to  me  on  any  unforeseen  con- 
tingency which  may  prevent  me  from  again  seeing  you 
on  this  subject. 

'  I  shall  also  permit  myself  to  beg  you  at  once  to  do  all 
in  your  power  to  carry  into  effect  the  dispositions  made 
in  the  said  document,  thanking  you  in  anticipation  for  all 
you  may  do  vdih  that  view,  toAvards  obliging  your  very 
attentive  servant, 

'  Francisco  S.  Lopez.' 


(^JEncIosure). 

'  I,  the  undersigned.  Marshal  President  of  the  Eepublic 
of  Paraguay,  by  this  present  document,  declare  formally 
and  solemnly,  that,  thankful  for  the  services  of  Mrs. 
Eliza  A.  Lynch,  I  make  in  her  favour  a  pure  and  perfect 
gift  of  all  my  goods,  rights,  and  personal  actions,  and  it 
is  my  will  that  this  disposition  be  faithfully  and  legally 
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complied  with.  For  all  which  I  sign,  together  with  wit- 
nesses, at  my  headquarters  at  Pikysyrj,  on  this  twenty- 
third  day  of  December,  Eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight. 

'  Francisco  S.  Lopez.' 

The  other  is  a  letter  to  General  MacMahon,  recom- 
mending him  his  children,  especially  the  youngest,  Leo- 
poldo,  about  three  years  old. 

On  December  25,  early  in  the  morning,  the  Brazilians 
opened  a  furious  bombardment  from  forty-six  guns. 
This  was  the  sharj^est  cannonade  during  the  whole  war, 
and  resulted  in  cutting  in  two  the  flagstaff  at  Lopez' 
headquarters,  and  also  a  beam  of  his  house.  As  usual, 
the  fuzes  were  not  properly  timed,  and  the  air  was 
full  of  bursting  shells ;  many  rockets  were  also  fired. 
After  this  bombardment  the  Brazilians  again  attacked, 
and  were  once  more  driven  back,  although  Lopez  had 
not  six  guns  left  which  were  not  dismounted.  His 
ammunition  was  also  almost  finished.  On  the  same 
evening  Lopez,  seeing  some  of  the  enemy's  cavalry 
towards  his  rear,  sent  his  regiment  of  dragoons,  which 
had  as  yet  suffered  little,  to  fight  them;  they  at  first 
beat  the  Brazilians,  but  were  quickly  surrounded  by  large 
bodies  of  their  cavalry,  and  were  completely  cut  up — 
only  some  fifty  returning  to  Lopez,  who  was  watching 
them,  but  had  no  forces  to  send  to  their  relief.  The 
musketry  meanwhile  did  not  cease.  Lopez'  force  was 
reduced  to  less  than  1,000  men,  while  the  Brazilians  had 
not  20,000  sound  men  left,  out  of  32,000  they  had  at  the 
beginning  of  December.  The  Argentines  had  not  yet 
entered  into  action,  and  they  were  destined  to  turn  the 
tide  against  Lopez. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  after  another  bombard- 
ment, the  Allies  marched  into  Lopez'  lines,  the  Argen- 
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tines  at  the  head ;  the  few  Paraguayans  who  were  left 
made  a  desperate  resistance,  and  fought  individually 
against  whole  battalions,  till  they  were  cut  down.  The 
artillery  was  all  dismounted,  and  two  or  three  guns  had 
been  still  firing,  where  they  lay  on  the  ground,  propped 
up  by  heaps  of  earth.  Such  of  the  wounded  Paraguay- 
ans as  were  able,  and  some  two  or  three  hundred  sound 
ones,  betook  themselves  to  the  woods  in  the  rear  of  Lopez' 
house,  and  were  soon  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  and  in 
more  or  less  time  all  were  made  prisoners.  Lopez  himself 
had  started  off  alone  for  Cerro-Leon,  with  one  or  two 
companions,  the  moment  he  saw  that  the  Allies  were 
marching  in,  by  a  road  he  had  lately  had  made  through 
the  woods. 

He  went  away  in  a  great  hurry,  leaving  to  her  fate 
Mrs.  Lynch,  who  went  about  among  the  bullets,  looking 
for  him.  She  followed  him,  and  got  away  ;  so  did  Generals 
Resquin  and  Caballero,  and  the  few  dozen  of  his  cavalry 
who  were  still  sound  and  mounted. 

All  Lopez'  baggage  was  taken ;  his  carriages,  clothes, 
papers,  hat,  gold-embroidered  *  poncho,'  &c.,  and  even 
some  of  his  female  slaves  with  the  basforaore.  A  few 
lucky  prisoners  were  saved  by  the  advance  of  the  Allies., 
as  they  captured  an  aide-de-camp  of  Lopez,  whom  he 
sent  back  from  the  road  with  an  order  to  have  them  shot. 
He  had  shot  his  brother  Benigno,  the  Bishop,  Berges, 
Colonel  Alen,  the  wife  of  Colonel  Martinez,  and  General 
Barrios,  on  the  25 th.  His  sisters,  Inocencia  and  Bafaela, 
he  had  taken  a^vay  to  Cerro-Leon,  after  they  had  been 
repeatedly  flogged  by  common  soldiers,  and  lived  on  a 
cowhide  for  months. 

Lopez  had  never  been  under  fire  before  these  last  days 
of  the  war,  and  then  he  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  been 
so,  as  he  Avas  always  either  out  of  range,  or  protected  by 
the  thick  mud  wall  of  his  house.     Durincr  the  last  davs 
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of  December  he  repeatedly  swore  to  the  troops  that  he 
would  stay  and  conquer,  or  die  A\ath  them  there.  On  his 
going  away,  therefore,  almost  without  smelling  powder, 
the  men,  though  so  well  trained  to  think  everything  he 
did  as  perfectly  right,  yet  felt  disgusted  with  him,  and  I 
have  heard  many  of  those  who  were  taken  prisoners 
descant  upon  his  cowardice. 

In  his  Order  of  the  Day,  Caxias  states  that  Lopez,  on 
his  retreat,  was  '  scarcely  accompanied  by  ninety  men,  and 
of  these  only  twenty-five  arrived  mth  him  at  Cerro- 
Leon.'  This,  if  not  quite  exact,  was  certainly  very 
nearly  so ;  and  knowing  this,  why  did  not  Caxias,  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  allied  army,  being  at  war, 
not  zvith  the  Paraguayan  nation,  hut  with  its  Govern- 
ment, and  having  8,000  magnificently-mounted  cavalry, 
with  nothing  to  do,  pursue  Lopez,  whom  he  might  have 
taken  without  the  loss  of  another  man?  Was  it  from 
imbecility,  or  from  a  wish  to  make  more  money  out  of 
the  army  contracts  ?  Was  it  to  have  an  excuse  for  still 
maintaining  a  Brazilian  army  in  Paraguay,  or  was  there 
an  understanding  between  Caxias  and  Lopez  ?  Or  was  it 
done  mth  the  view  of  alloAving  Lopez  to  reassemble  the 
remainder  of  the  Paraguayans,  in  order  to  exterminate 
them  in  '  civilised  warfare '  ?  However  this  may  be, 
the  Marquez  de  Caxias  is  responsible  for  every  life  lost 
in  Paraguay  since  December  1868,  and  for  all  the 
sufferings  of  the  poor  men,  women,  and  children  in  the 
power  of  Lopez. 

Angostura  was  noAv  the  only  point  held  by  the  Para- 
guayans. Before  the  Brazilians  had  marched  on  Ita 
Yvate,  I,  having  an  idea  that  they  might  cut  me  off  from 
my  supplies  (though  I  did  not,  of  course,  dare  to  say  so, 
a.-  a  hint  of  the  possibility  of  the  enemy  being  able  to  do 
anything  was  punishable  by  death),  asked  Lopez  to  let 
me  have  a  stock  of  provisions.     He  told  me  to  get  what  I 
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required  from  General  Resquin.  I  could,  however,  get 
out  of  him  only  three  days'  beef,  and  about  twelve  small 
sacks  of  Indian-corn.  The  garrison  of  the  two  batteries 
consisted  of  3  chiefs  (field-officers),  50  officers,  and  684 
men,  of  whom  320  were  artillerymen ;  and  we  had  just 
ninety  rounds  of  ammunition  per  gun.  After  the  Piky- 
syry  trenches  Avere  taken,  on  the  21st,  w^e  had  an  addition 
of  3  chiefs,  61  officers,  and  685  soldiers,  most  of  them  hav- 
ing lost  their  arms,  and  the  greater  part  being  small  boys. 
Besides  these,  we  received  13  officers  and  408  men,  all 
badly  wounded,  whom  we  had  to  accommodate  in  the 
soldiers'  quarters,  and  about  500  women ;  so  that,  instead 
of  700  mouths  to  feed,  I  had  to  provide  for  2,400,  which 
for  some  days  I  managed  by  doling  out  very  small 
rations.  All  these  people  were  very  much  crowded,  and 
suffered  a  good  deal  from  the  continual  bombardment  of 
the  fleet. 

On  the  22nd  and  23rd  I  sent  out  parties  of  skirmishers, 
to  bring  in  any  wounded  they  might  find  along  the 
trenches  of  Pikysyry,  and  several  were  brought  in,  also  a 
fcAv  guns  and  muskets  ;  and  everything  was  ready  to  repel 
an  assault,  which  would  have  cost  the  Allies  several  thou- 
sand men,  and  Lopez  would  have  sent  a  force  down  on 
their  rear  at  the  same  time,  so  that  nothing  w^as  attempted. 

Seeing  that  there  was  no  hope  of  supplies  for  the  pre- 
sent, I  determined  to  try  and  take  some.  For  this  purpose 
I  got  together  all  the  sound  men,  except  the  artillerymen, 
fifty  of  whom  I  also  sent,  making  up  a  force  of  just  500 
men  ;  all  the  rest  Avere  useless.  These  500  I  sent, 
during  the  night  of  the  24th,  into  the  Chaco,  under 
Captains  Frete  and  Lopez,  and  Lieutenant  Fleitas,  in 
three  divisions — one  of  which  was  to  march  towards 
Itapiru,  another  towards  Villeta,  and  the  third  straight 
across  into  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  road  throuo-h  the 
Chaco.    The  first  and  second  were  to  sweep  round  rapidly 
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towards  the  centre  one,  which  could  act  as  a  reserve  to 
either  of  the  others.  This  was  accomplished,  and  the  three 
divisions  met  near  the  Aracuay,  where  one  of  them  had 
taken  five  boats,  with  120  boxes  of  claret ;  also  a  trunk 
belonging  to  the  pro  temp,  commander  of  the  ironclad 
'Brazil,'  containing  his  diary  up  to  the  21st,  and  a  num- 
ber of  odds  and  ends — such  as  swords,  sextants,  &c.  Lieu- 
tenant Fleitas  had  taken  27  mules  and  3  horses,  which 
he  immediately  sent  over.  Four  prisoners  were  taken 
(boatmen),  who  stated  that  the  Brazilians  had  the  night 
before  evacuated  the  Chaco.  We  therefore  got  no  pro- 
visions from  that  quarter,  but  the  mules  helped  us  to  get 
some  elsewhere.  The  men  smashed  the  boxes  of  claret 
with  the  butt-ends  of  their  muskets,  and  many  of  them  got 
drunk.  I  sent  a  portion  of  the  diary  up  to  Lopez  by  a 
spy,  who  went  round  through  the  woods  and  arrived 
safely. 

It  was  therefore  necessary  to  try  some  other  method  of 
obtaining  provisions  ;  and,  getting  together  every  avail- 
able man,  including  50  artillerymen  wdth  sabres,  I  mus- 
tered a  force  of  550  men,  of  which  I  sent,  on  the  night 
of  the  26th,  100  fusiliers  and  three  small  fieldpieces, 
under  Major  Orihuela,  about  two  miles  along  the  old 
trench  of  Pikysyry,  to  effect  a  diversion,  and  to  make 
as  much  noise  as  they  could ;  while  Captain  Ortiz,  with 
the  remaining  450  men,  sixty  of  whom  were  mounted 
on  mules  and  horses,  went  silently  and  rapidly  to  a  large 
inclosure  about  halfway  to  Villeta,  where,  by  means  of 
spies,  I  knew  that  the  enemy  kept  some  cattle  at  night. 
It  succeeded  admirably,  a  small  force  of  the  enemy,  A^'ith 
three  guns,  opposing  Major  Orihuela  at  long  range,  while 
Ortiz  went  along,  passing  a  guard  which  fired  on  him,  but 
whose  fire  he  did  not  return,  and,  entering  the  enclosure, 
drove  out  all  the  cattle.  Just  as  he  was  returning,  a  re- 
giment of  the  enemy's  cavalry  charged  him,  but  was  imme- 
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diately  driven  back,  and  had  to  look  on  while  Ortiz 
drove  away  the  cattle.  He  only  lost  one  man  wounded, 
and  Major  Orihuela  one  missing.  Our  food  was  quite 
out,  and  this  put  us  in  great  spirits  again.  The  cattle 
were  driven  between  the  chains  round  the  battery,  and 
next  morning  was  counted,  numbering  248  head,  besides 
14  horses. 

I  had  arranged  a  system  of  telegraphic  signals,  by 
means  of  flags,  for  communicating  with  Lopez  when  the 
telegraph  ^viYe  was  cut.  On  the  night  of  the  26th,  the 
night  before  he  was  routed,  Lopez  wrote  to  us,  saying : 
^  Here  we  are  getting  on  very  well,  and  there  is  no  fear. 
The  enemy  is  in  his  last  agony  and  desperate,  and  nothing 
troubles  him  so  much  as  the  impossibility  of  moving  with 
the  great  number  of  wounded  he  has.*  We  did  not  know 
at  Angostura  of  the  defeat  of  Lopez.  On  account  of  the 
woods  all  round,  only  his  house  was  visible,  and  we  saw, 
with  a  telescope,  in  front  of  it  a  tent,  which  was  not  likely 
to  be  there  unless  Lopez  was  gone.  No  one  hoAvever,  of 
course,  would  ever  have  hinted  at  the  possibility  of  Lopez 
being  defeated,  and  we  really  kncAV  nothing. 

The  allied  army  marched  down  from  Ita  Yvate  with  its 
artillery  on  the  28th,  and  took  up  positions  for  attacking 
us,  while  the  ironclads  were  continually  bombarding  from 
above  and  below  the  batteries  ;  in  the  afternoon  they  sent 
a  flag  of  truce  A\ith  a  despatch.  I  sent  word  to  them  that  I 
could  not  receive  it,  but  they  might  send  it  to  Lopez, 
whose  headquarters  were  close  by.  Just  at  the  same 
moment,  a  monitor  belonging  to  the  squadron  above  the 
batteries  hoisted  a  flag  of  truce,  and  came  floating  down 
with  the  current.  We  shouted  to  her  to  stop,  and  I  sent 
Captain  Ortiz,  in  a  little  rowing-boat,  to  see  what  they 
wanted.  The  ironclad,  however,  still  came  on,  and  I  then 
fired  a  blank  cartridge,  upon  which  she  began  to  steam 
right  under  the  battery.  I  then  called  back  Captain  Ortiz, 
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and  fired  into  the  monitor  with  the  8-inch  guns,  upon 
which  she  quickly  made  off  with  her  flag  of  truce.  It 
being  too  late  that  evening,  next  morning  I  wrote  the 
following  protest,  and  sent  it  mth  a  flag  of  truce  to  the 
allied  generals : — 

'  To  their  Excellencies  the  Generals  of  the  Allied  Army  at 
war  against  the  Republic  of  Paraguay, 

'  Yesterday,  about  o\  p.m.,  one  of  the  monitors 
above  the  batteries  of  Angostura  raised  her  anchor 
and  floated  do^^'n  with  the  stream,  bearing  a  flag  of  truce 
at  her  masthead.  On  approaching  the  battery  she  was 
several  times  ordered  to  anchor,  and  signals  to  that  efl^ect 
were  also  made  to  her  with  a  white  handkerchief  from  the 
battery.  Two  oflScers  also  Avent  out  in  a  small  boat  to 
receive  the  flag  of  truce. 

'  NotA^ithstanding  all  this,  the  monitor  continued  her 
journey,  and  put  on  steam,  when  by  a  blank  cartridge  she 
was  signalled  to  stop.  As  she  took  no  notice  of  this 
either,  but  kept  on  approaching  the  battery  under  steam, 
when  she  was  opposite  to  it  we  had  to  fire  into  her  Avith 
ball,  upon  which  she  turned  round  and  went  back  again. 

'  We  energetically  protest  against  this  abuse  of  the 
flag  of  truce,  throwing  all  the  responsibility  upon  the 
commander  of  the  monitor,  who  attempted  to  profit  by 
the  use  of  that  flag,  ^nthout  respecting  those  laws  which 
ought  to  make  it  inviolable. 

'  We  beg  your  Excellencies  that,  if  you  have  any 
answer  to  return  to  this  communication,  you  will  send  it 
to  headquarters. 

'  George  Thompson. 
'  Lucas  Carrillo. 

*  Angostura,  December  29, 1868.' 
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The  officers  who  took  this  letter  were  introduced  to  all 
the  allied  generals,  who  told  them  the  abuse  should  be 
enquired  into,  and  the  commander  of  the  monitor  punished. 
They  also  took  the  opportunity  to  send  a  verbal  message, 
to  the  effect  that  Lopez  had  been  routed  and  lost  all  his 
men,  &c.  ;  that  we  could  get  no  assistance  from  him,  and 
that  it  would  be  useless  bloodshed  to  resist ;  and  that  if  we 
did  not  capitulate  that  day,  the  attack  would  commence  on 
the  next — adding  that,  if  we  wished,  w^e  could  send  and 
examine  Lopez'  headquarters.  The  officers  also  brought 
me  a  private  letter  from  an  Englishman  who  had  been  a 
witness  of  everything  at  Ita  Yvate,  and  who  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Allies  on  the  27th,  in  which  he 
told  me  the  true  state  of  the  case.  I  therefore  determined 
to  send  a  commission  to  Ita  Yvate,  and  despatched  five 
officers  mth  a  letter  to  the  allied  generals,  saying  that 
by  so  doing  we  did  not  throw  any  doubt  upon  their 
respectable  word. 

The  commission  returned  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  re- 
ported that  they  had  seen  our  wounded  and  talked  to 
them,  and  that  Lopez'  troops  had  been  completely  defeated. 
I  therefore  saw  that  no  succour  could  be  expected  from  him. 
"VYe  had  only  ninety  rounds  of  ammunition  to  a  gun,  which 
Avould,  in  case  of  an  attack,  have  lasted  only  two  hours ; 
our  pro\dsions  could  last  only  ten  days ;  we  had  only  800 
fighting-men,  and  were  surrounded  by  the  fleet  on  the 
river,  and  by  20,000  men  on  the  land  side.  The  position 
was,  therefore,  quite  untenable  ;  and  I  called  together  the 
chiefs,  the  officers,  and  lastly  the  troops,  and  explained 
the  case  to  them,  putting  it  to  them  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  to  capitulate  and  save  their  lives,  which  could 
then  be  of  use  to  their  country,  rather  than  that  all  should 
die  there,  killing  certainly  a  large  number  of  the  enemy, 
but  with  the  certainty  of  everyone  perishing.  With  the 
exception  of   one    officer.  Lieutenant  Fleitas,  all   were 
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for  capitulating,   and  we  wrote  and  sent  the  follomng 
letter*  :  — 

*  To  their  Excellencies  the  Generals  of  the  Allied  Army  at 
War  with  the  Republic  of  Paraguay. 

^  Having  well  considered  the  proposal  of  your  Excel- 
lencies, and  having  consulted  the  chiefs  and  officers  of 
this  garrison,  we  have  resolved  upon  evacuating  Angos- 
tura, provided  we  do  so  with  all  the  honours  of  war, 
everyone  keeping  the  rank  he  now  holds,  and  his 
adjutants,  assistants,  &c.,  guaranteeing  that  the  troops 
will  lay  down  their  arms  at  a  convenient  place,  without 
this  condition  extending  to  the  chiefs  and  officers,  who 
will  keep  theirs. 

'  Your  Excellencies  will  guarantee  the  liberty  of  every 
one  to  go  wherever  he  pleases. 

'  God  preserve  your  Excellencies. 

^  George  Thompson. 
*  Lucas  CarpwIllo. 

'  Angostura,  December  30,  1868.' 

The  following  answer  was  immediately  returned  : — 

'Headquarters,  opposite  Angostura,  December  30,  1868. 

'  To    Messrs.    George    Thompson    and   Lucas    Carrillo, 
Commanders  of  the  Fortifications  of  Angostura. 

'  The  undersigned  reply,  in  the  following  manner,  to 
the  communication  of  to-day,  of  Messrs.  Thompson  and 
Carrillo. 

'  That,  having  in  view  the  avoidance  of  useless  blood- 
shed, they  had  not  hesitated  to  prolong,  until  this  morn- 
ing, the  term  of  six  hours,  which  they  marked  yesterday 
for  its  surrender. 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  III. 
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'  The  underslo^ned  oruarantee  to  those  who  form  the 
garrison  of  Angostura,  that  they  shall  keep  the  military 
rank  which  they  actually  hold,  as  well  as  their  adjutants 
and  assistants. 

^  That  they  equally  consent  that  the  chiefs  and  officers 
of  the  garrison  of  Angostura  shall  keep  their  swords, 
under  their  word  of  honour  not  to  use  them  against  the 
Allies  during  this  war. 

'  That,  finally,  they  concede  the  honours  of  war  to  the 
soldiers  of  the  garrison  of  Angostura  :  that  marching  out 
with  their  arms,  they  shall  deposit  them  in  the  place  in- 
dicated by  the  undersigned,  or  by  their  order. 

'  Marquez  de  Caxias. 

*  Juan  A.  Gelly  y  Obes. 

*  Enrique  Castro.' 

At  12  o'clock  we  marched  out,  and  the  troops,  having 
deposited  their  arms,  were  divided  into  three  portions,  to 
be  rationed  by  the  three  allied  armies,  until  they  could 
dispose  of  themselves.  Caxias  offered  to  send  me  either 
to  Buenos  Ayres  or  to  England.  I  declined  his  offer, 
having  enough  money  with  me  to  pay  for  my  passage  to 
Buenos  Ayres.  I  then  went  up  to  Ita  Yvate,  where 
I  found  700  of  our  wounded  in  Lopez'  house  alone,  their 
wounds  not  having  been  even  dressed.  The  ground  was 
still  covered  mth  dead  in  different  stages  of  decomposi- 
tion. I  obtained  leave  from  Caxias  to  send  up  some  medical 
students  I  had  had  with  me  at  Angostura  to  attend  to 
the  wounded,  and  at  my  request.  General  Gelly  y  Obes 
sent  twenty-five  men  to  assist  them.  I  then  bivouacked, 
with  some  of  my  men,  under  some  oranore-trees,  near 
Angostura,  for  two  days,  and  afterwards  went  to  Yilleta, 
where  I  was  most  kindly  received  by  Captain  Haukes,  on 
H.M.S.  '  Cracker,'  and  went  with  him  to  Asuncion, 
Avhere  I  remained  two  days  on  board,  paying  a  visit  to  the 
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deserted  town,  which  was  heing  sacked  by  the  Brazilians. 
The  houses  looked  as  if  they  were  inhabited:  all  the 
furniture  and  everything  was  left  exactly  as  if  the  people 
were  still  there.  I  then  went  down  to  Buenos  Ayres,  w^here 
I  was  met  by  a  kind  brother,  and  again  under  his  roof  ex- 
perienced the  comforts  of  a  civilised  life,  after  eleven 
years'  residence  in  Paraguay,  during  the  last  four  of 
which  I  had  undergone  many  hardships. 

The  Allies  were,  however,  determined  that  the  war 
should  not  yet  be  brought  to  an  end,  and,  instead  of 
sending  their  cavalry  to  follow  up  Lopez,  they  marched 
to  Asuncion,  which  the  Brazilians  occupied,  and  sacked, 
the  Argentines  taking  the  more  dignified  course  of 
encamping  outside  the  town. 

Lopez'  resources,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1869, 
consisted  of  6,000  wounded  men  in  hospital  in  the  Cor- 
dillera, which  is  a  low  range  of  hills,  forty  to  fifty  miles 
from  Asuncion,  and  six  from  the  line  of  railway.  He 
had  about  twelve  small  fieldpieces,  no  muskets,  and  no 
ammunition,  and  five  small  steamers  which  he  had  taken 
into  the  Riacho  Manduvira."^  The  Brazilians  have  pur- 
posely allowed  many  of  their  prisoners  to  go  and  join  him, 
as  they  are  determined  not  to  leave  a  Paraguayan  of  any 
age  or  sex  alive  ;  and  when  Lopez  has  got  together  as 
many  men  as  it  is  possible  for  him  to  collect,  they  will 
fight  him  again,  and  then  again  give  him  time  to  get  up 
another  poor  force. 

Lopez  has,  all  through,  acted  from  the  impulses  of 
personal  pride,  ambition,  and  avarice,  and  has  not  been 
able  to  hide  these  motives.  The  Allies,  on  the  contrary, 
while  professing  extreme  humanity,  have,  under  the  cloak 
of  '  civilised  warfare,'  exterminated  the  Paraguayan 
nation,  and  never  once  tried  to  get  at  Lopez,  the  pretended 
aim  of  their  warfare, 

•*  Manduvi,  a  ground-nut ;  rd,  like :  like  a  ground-nut. 
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After  having  a  ^  Te  Deum '  sung  in  Asuncion,  Caxias 
declared  the  war  finished,  and,  Avithout  leave  of  absence, 
left  for  Brazil,  where  he  was  made  a  Duke  by  the 
Emperor. 

The  termination  of  the  Paraguayan  war  now  entirely 
depends  on  the  state  of  Lopez'  pantry,  and  will  end  when 
his  stock  of  vnne  and  other  good  things  has  been  con- 
sumed, as  he  will  then  think  he  has  done  enough  for 
glory. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

CONCERNING  THE  ALLEGED  CONSPIRACY,  AND  THE  ATROCITIES  OF  LOPEZ. 

I  APPROACH  a  difficult  subject,  but  one  which  cannot  be 
passed  over  in  silence.  I  know  very  little  about  it  my- 
self, and  probably  hardly  anyone  knows  much,  as  the 
victims  and  their  executioners,  wdth  everyone  else  who 
could  give  any  information  on  the  subject,  are  alike  gone, 
Avith  the  exception  of  a  very  few  lucky  ones  who  have 
escaped,  and  some  of  whom  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  publish 
all  they  know  about  it. 

I  shall  begin  with  the  affair  of  Mr.  Washburn,  the 
United  States'  minister  in  Paraguay,  which  throws  more 
light  upon  the  subject  than  anything  else  in  my  knowledge. 
On  arriving  at  Buenos  Ayres  from  Paraguay,  in  Sep- 
tember 1868,  Mr.  Washburn  addressed  a  long  letter  to  Mr. 
Stuart,  British  minister  to  the  Argentine  Confederation. 
The  following  extracts  from  this  letter  will  be  found 
interesting: — 

'  When  I  left  Paraguay  on  the  12th  instant,  I  regret 
to  inform  your  Excellency  that  nearly  all  the  foreigners 
in  that  country,  including  several  of  your  countrymen, 
were  in  prison ;  and  as  I  am  the  only  person,  beyond  the 
reach  of  President  Lopez'  power,  who  has  any  personal 
knowledge  of  their  situation,  it  seems  to  be  my  duty  to 
give  any  information  I  may  posssess.  Unless  speedy  action 
is  taken,  there  may  be  none  left  to  tell  the  tale  of  their 
annihilation  !' 

Mr.  Washburn  then  goes  on  to  say  that  when  the 
ironclads    had   passed    Humaita,    Berges,    the    Minister 
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for  Foreign  Affairs,  told  him  that  the  town  was  ordered 
to  be  evacuated,  to  which  Mr.  Washburn  rei^lied  that 
he  should  not  leave  it.  Many  people  brought  him 
their  valuables  to  take  charge  of,  as  they  had  to  leave 
immediately,  and  had  no  means  of  conveyance  for  them. 
Several  persons  obtained  an  asylum  in  Mr.  Washburn's 
house ;  among  others  Dr.  Carreras  and  Mr.  Rodriguez 
— the  former  ex-Prime  Minister  of  Monte  Video,  and 
the  latter  ex-Secretary  of  the  Legation.  The  people  of 
the  legation  hardly  ever  saw  anyone,  and  when  some 
foreigner  paid  them  a  hasty  visit  with  the  permission 
of  the  police,  they  got  news  of  many  people  being  sent 
to  prison,  no  one  knew  why. 

In  the  middle  of  June  the  acting  Portuguese  consul, 
Leite  Pereira,  took  refuge  in  the  legation,  his  exe- 
quatur having  been  cancelled.  On  July  11  he  was  de- 
manded by  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Benitez 
(Jose  Berges  was  in  the  camp  in  irons),  Mr.  AVashburn 
being  requested,  at  the  same  time,  to  expel  from  the 
legation  all  those  who  were  not  members  of  it.  Pereira, 
hearing  of  this,  determined  to  deliver  himself  up  and 
answer  any  charges,  as  he  was  unconscious  of  having 
committed  any  crime.  As  soon  as  he  left  the  house  he 
was  arrested  and  sent  down  to  the  army  in  irons.  Next 
morninor  Mr.  Washburn  received  an  uro^ent  letter  de- 
mandins:  that  Carreras  and  Rodriguez  should  leave  his 
house  by  one  o'clock  that  day.  Mr.  Washburn  told  them 
they  might  go  or  stay  as  they  liked,  and  they  preferred 
going  at  once  rather  than  waiting  and  enraging  Lopez. 
They  were  also  sent  down  to  the  army  in  irons. 

On  the  same  afternoon  another  demand  was  made,  that 
Mr.  Masterman  and  Mr.  Bliss  should  be  sent  away ;  these 
were,  however,  members  of  the  legation,  the  former  being 
medical  attendant  and  the  latter  translator.  Mr.  Wash- 
burn refused  to  give  these  up,  and  kept  them  with  him 
till  he  left,  although  many  threatening  letters  were  sent  to 
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him.  On  their  leaving  the  house  with  Mr.  Washburn, 
to  go  out  of  the  country,  they  were  both  seized  and  sent 
down  in  irons  to  the  army.  From  the  time  that  Leite 
Pereira  had  entered  Mr.  AVashburn's  house,  it  was  always 
surrounded  by  a  dozen  policemen.  At  first  Mr.  Wash- 
burn thought  that  only  foreigners  were  being  sent  to 
prison,  but  he  knew  afterwards  that  once  a  train  had 
arrived  at  midnight  in  Asuncion,  full  of  Paraguayan 
prisoners ;  that  nearly  every  man  in  the  capital  (Luque) — • 
the  judges,  the  clerks,  accountants,  and  all  save  the  Chief 
of  Police,  Benitez,  and  the  Vice-President  -  had  been  sent 
down  prisoners  in  irons  to  San  Fernando.  Mr.  Wash- 
burn then  goes  on  to  say : 

^  But  what  it  was  all  for,  no  one  in  my  house,  as  I  yet 
firmly  believe,  had  the  least  idea.  The  published  cor- 
respondence, however,  ^Yi\\  show  that  about  the  18th  or 
20th  July,  the  Government  suspected,  or  affected  to  sus- 
pect, a  conspiracy,  alleging  that  ex-minister  Berges  was 
a  traitor,  and  was  in  collusion  wdth  the  enemy,  and  that 
under  my  official  seal  I  had  transmitted  the  correspon- 
dence to  and  fro  between  the  conspirators.  At  first,  it 
would  seem  that  they  were  so  confident  of  implicating  me, 
that  they  began  to  publish  the  correspondence ;  but  after 
receiving  my  letter  of  August  11,  in  Avhich  I  showed  so 
many  contradictions  in  the  declarations  that  had  been 
made  by  the  accused,  probably  under  torture,  they  sus- 
pended further  publications.  But  it  was  not  in  the  nature 
of  Lopez  to  show  any  magnanimity,  or  even  justice,  by 
acknowledging  he  had  been  led  into  error  by  false  de- 
positions. Men  who  know"  him  would  as  soon  accuse 
him  of  ordinary  courage  as  of  magnanimity,  and  he  was 
never  accused  of  that,  except  in  his  o^vu  Semanario,  of 
which  he  is  \artually  the  editor.  During  all  this  war 
Lopez  has  never  exposed  himself  to  any  personal  danger; 
he  has  never,  on  a  single  occasion,  risked  himself  in 
any  battle;    and  while  he  was   at  Paso   Pucu   he   had 
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an  immense  cave,  or  rather  house,  with  walls  of  earth 
over  it,  20  feet  thick,  from  which  he  never  ventured  for 
weeks  together.  At  the  same  time  that  his  organ  was 
filled,  ad  nauseam,  with  accounts  of  the  great  Lopez 
leading,  with  dauntless  valour,  his  legions  to  victory,  he 
was  sitting  quaking  and  quivering  in  his  cave,  afraid  to 
venture  out  lest  a  ball  might  reach  him.  On  one  occa- 
sion, some  two  years  ago,  when  he  was  out  with  the  Bishop 
and  his  staff,  a  shell  struck  at  a  distance  of  half  a  mile  or 
more  from  his  Excellency.  Instantly  the  brave  Lopez 
turned  and  ran,  like  a  scared  sheep,  with  his  staff,  in- 
cluding the  Bishop,  after  him,  the  latter  losing  his  hat  as 
he  fled  affrighted  after  his  chief.*     .... 

'  It  was  not,  however,  till  August  that  I  heard,  besides 
the  conspiracy  against  the  Government,  that  there  had  been 

a  great  robbery  of  the  public  treasury This 

discovery  was  probably  not  made  till  some  months  after 
the  removal  to  Luque,  as,  about  the  month  of  June,  we 
found  that  all  those  foreigners  who  had  made  any  money 
during  the  past  years,  and  were  most  likely  to  have  any 
money  in  their  houses,  were  arrested  and  sent  below. 
Among  them  were  English,  French,  Italians,  Spaniards, 
Germans,  and  Portuguese.  The  plan  of  Lopez  appears  to 
be  to  get  this  money  into  his  hand,  and  then,  by  torture  or 
threats,  to  extort  confessions  of  the  owners  being  either 
conspirators  or  plunderers  of  the  treasury.  On  these  con- 
fessions they  will  be  probably  executed,  on  the  precau- 
tionary principle  of  footpads  and  other  murderers,  that 
"  dead  men  tell  no  tales."  How  Lopez  expects  to  escape 
with  the  money  thus  obtained,  I  do  not  know.  Perhaps 
he  thinks  that  some  neutral  gunboat  will  take  him  and  his 
plunder  away  at  the  last  moment.  But  I  here  give  notice 
that  the  money  thus  taken  does  not  belong  to  Lopez.  It 
is  the  property  of  citizens  of  those  Powers  that  are  able  to 

*  This  is  an  actual  fact;  it  happened  about  May  19, 1866,  near  Paso  Gomez. 
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pursue  it  and  return  it  to  its  rightful  OAvners.  .  .  .  . 
To  the  last  moment,  Lopez  hesitated  whether  to  keep  me 
a  prisoner  or  not;  he  wants  no  one  to  survive  him  capable 
of  telling  the  world  of  his  enormities,  and  of  all  those 
whose  declarations  have  been  given  in  the  correspondence 
lately  published,  not  one  will  be  allowed  to  escape,  nor 
will  any  of  those  persons  before  whom  they  were  made.  For 
once  beyond  the  reach  of  Lopez,  they  would  declare  that 
they  had  never  made  them,  or  had  made  them  under 
torture.' 

•  The  following  are  extracts  from  a  letter  sent  to  Lopez 
by  Mr.  Washburn,  from  on  board  the  *Wasp,'  as  he  was 
leaving  Paraguay : — 

'  Before  finally  leaving  Paraguay,  it  is  my  duty  to 
make  my  solemn  protest  against  the  arrest  of  those  two 
members  of  my  legation,  P.  C.  Bliss  and  Gr.  F.  Master- 
man.  Their  arrest  in  the  street,  as  they  were  going  with 
me  from  the  legation  to  pass  on  board  the  steamer,  was 
as  gross  a  violation  of  the  Law  of  Nations  as  would  have 
been  their  seizure  by  force  in  my  house.  It  was  an  act, 
not  only  against  my  Government,  but  against  all  ci\dlised 
Powers,  and  places  Paraguay  outside  the  pale  of  the  family 
of  nations,  and  for  this  act  you  will  be  regarded  as  a  common 
enemy,  one  denying  allegiance  to  the  Law  of  Nations. 

'  You  mil  also  be  regarded  as  a  common  enemy,  for 
having  seized  and  made  prisoners,  and  loaded  with  fetters, 
nearly  all  the  foreigners  in  Paraguay,  and  afterwards 
entered  their  houses  and  taken  away  their  money,  on  the 
miserable  pretext  that,  finding  less  in  your  treasury  than 
you  expected,  those  who  had  any  money  in  the  country 
must  therefore  have  robbed  it  from  the  Government.' 

There  was  a  very  lengthy  correspondence  in  Paraguay 
between  Mr.  Washburn  and  the  Foreign  Office  ;  before  it 
was  concluded,  Benitez,  the  minister,  was  also  taken  down 
to  the  army  and  shot. 

Among  Lopez'  papers,  taken  at  Ita  Yvate  in  Decern- 
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ber  1868,  there  is  a  book  containing  a  diary  of  the  execu- 
tions, &c.  in  connection  with  this  alleged  conspiracy  ;  this 
list  has  been  published,  and  is  in  my  hands ;  there  can  be 
no  doubt  as  to  its  authenticity  and  correctness.  It  begins 
with  June  19,  and  ends  on  December  14,  after  which 
there  were  still  executions,  but  they  are  not  entered  here. 
The  name  of  every  individual  is  given,  and  were  the  list 
not  so  long  it  would  be  inserted  whole.  I  have,  however, 
made  the  following  abstract : — 

Foreigners  executed   .         .         .         .         .         ,         .         .107 
Id :"  died  in  prison "  .         .         .         .         .         .         .113 

220 

Paraguayans  executed 176 

Id:  "  died  in  prison  "         .......       88 

264 

Executed  on  A-ugust  22,  the  nationality  not  being  expressed  .         .     85 
'•  Died"  on  the  road  between  San  Fernando  and Pikysyry     .         ,     27 

Total  number  of  victims  up  to  December  14  .         ,         .         .  596 

This  list  is  only  of  those  stated  to  have  been  concerned 
in  the  conspiracy.  Two  are  marked  in  the  list  as  shot,  but 
as  Laving  died  immediately  before  the  execution.  Five  are 
marked  down  as  bayonetted,  and  one  as  lanced.  Among 
those  said  to  have  died  in  prison  is  a  lady,  Dona  Maria  de 
Jesus  Eguzquiza.  Three  Englishmen  are  among  the 
victims — one  of  them  being  Mr.  Stark,  a  merchant,  and 
another  Mr.  Watts,  who  behaved  so  well  at  the  Battle  of 
Riachuelo.  '  In  this  document,  M.  Libertat,  the  French 
chancellor,  who  was  taken  away  in  the  French  gunboat, 
is  entered  as  having  been  '  sent  to  the  capital.' 

People  who  would  not  'confess' were  put  to  the  torture 
by  having  their  heads  bound  down  into  their  knees,  and 
being  trussed  with  muskets."^  They  were  also  beaten, 
many  of  them  to  death,  with  lassos  and  sticks,  and  some 
had  their  hands  smashed  Avith  mallets.     It  was  all  kept 

*  I  believe  Mr.  Masterman,  who  was  subjected  to  this  form  of  torture, 
has  a  work  on  Paraguay  ready  for  the  press. 

T  2 
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perfectly  secret,  though  everyone  knew,  more  or  less, 
that  many  people  were  being  executed.  Those  who  are 
put  down  in  that  list  as  having  *  died '  in  prison,  died 
under  torture,  or  from  the  effects  of  it;  and  those  who 
are  said  to  have  '  died  '  on  the  road  from  San  Fernando  to 
Pikysyry,  were  prisoners  who  got  tired  and  could  go  no 
further.  (The  march  was  about  120  miles).  They  were 
taken  aside  into  the  bush  and  bayonetted. 

Many  French  and  Italians  figure  in  this  list,  and  they 
had  consuls  in  Paraguay,  who  wfere  continually  visiting 
Lopez  and  Mrs.  Lynch  at  their  headquarters.  The 
conduct  of  these  gentlemen  has  been,  to  say  the  least  of 
it,  quite  inexplicable. 

After  lea\'ing  Angostura,  I  met  a  captain  who  had  been 
taken  prisoner  on  the  27th,  and  who  said  that  he  himself 
had  commanded  a  firing-party  on  the  21st,  and  had  exe- 
cuted General  Barrios,  the  Bishop, Benigno  Lopez,  Colonel 
Alen,  the  wife  of  Colonel  Martinez,"^  and  some  others. 
These  executions  took  place  in  sight  of  Lopez'  sisters, 
who  had  been  horribly  beaten,  no  one  knew  why,  and  who 
were  then  sent  ofi"  to  the  country  in  carts.  During  one 
of  the  last  days  at  Ita  Yvate,  when  there  were  still  a  few 
of  these  prisoners  left,  Lopez  rode  past  where  they  were, 
when  two  of  them  successively,  Mr.  Treuenfeldt,  director 
of  the  telegraph,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  master-mason,  an 
Englishman,  begged  him  to  let  them  free.  He  pretended 
to  be  quite  surprised  that  they  were  prisoners,  and  ordered 
them  to  be  liberated.  I  saw  them  both  afterwards ;  they 
were  absolutely  nothing  but  skin  and  bone,  and  have 
neither  of  them  any  idea  why  they  were  imprisoned. 
Captain  Saguier,  who  had  played  a  distinguished  part  in 
the  Battles  of  Curuzti  and  Curupayty,  was  imprisoned 
and  tortured  because,  having  been  named  inquisitor,  and 
set  to  examine  some  of  the  prisoners,  he  found  no  guilt 
in  them,  and  said  so ;  he  was  therefore  put  among  them 
*  Vide  p.  277. 
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himself,  but,  thanks  to  an  excellent  constitution,  survived 
till  he  was  released  on  December  22,  to  command  the 
artillery,  but  was  wounded  on  the  same  day. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  object  of  Lopez,  in 
all  this,  was  to  get  into  his  hands  all  the  money,  public 
and  private,  existing  in  the  country  ;  and  that,  at  the  same 
time,  he  profited  by  the  opportunity  to  put  away  everyone 
against  whom  he  had  the  least  spite.  The  robbery  of  the 
treasury  was  a  thing  impossible  to  be  done  in  Paraguay 
except  by  himself,  on  account  of  the  manifold  systems  of 
espionage  always  at  work,  especially  in  this  department. 
After  ordering  all  the  public  moneys  to  be  deposited 
in  his  own  coffers,  and  most  probably  buried  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  he  had  everyone  who  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  treasury  or  public  offices,  or  wdth  his  pri- 
vate stewardship,  taken  down  to  the  army  and  murdered, 
so  that  there  is  no  one  alive  now  who  has  the  remotest 
idea  where  the  Paraguayan  treasury  money  is,  except 
himself.  All  the  merchants  and  others  who  had  any 
money  were  treated  in  the  same  manner,  and  their 
money  and  papers  seized  by  Lopez'  agents,  and  probably 
buried  in  places  known  to  himself.  Mr.  Stark  had  in 
his  possession  the  money  of  many  people  besides  his  own. 
It  was  all  seized,  and  even  the  loose  shilKngs  in  his  wife's 
pocket  were  taken. 

Much  of  the  money  thus  obtained  was  doubtless  taken 
away  by  some  of  the  neutral  war-vessels  which  visited 
Angostura  at  the  end  of  1868.  Neither  the  English  nor 
the  United  States'  vessels,  however,  did  any  transactions 
in  this  line. 

Many  ladies  were  among  the  prisoners  thus  tortured, 
besides  Lopez'  own  sisters.  His  mother  paid  him  another 
visit  at  Ita  Yvate,  probably  to  intercede  for  her  children, 
but  he  seems  to  have  paid  not  the  slightest  attention  to 
her  prayers. 
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CHAPTER  XXYI. 

PEKSONAL    CHAKACTER    OF    LOPEZ. 

Francisco  Solano  Lopez  is  a  very  stout  man,  about 
forty-five  years  of  age.  He  is  short,  but  has  a  command- 
ing presence.  In  England  he  would  be  called  darkish, 
being  about  the  colour  of  Spaniards  generally,  with  black 
hair ;  his  hands  and  feet  are  very  small.  When  in  a  good 
temper  he  is  well  looking,  and  his  manners  and  conver- 
sation very  agreeable ;  on  the  contrary,  when  in  an  ill- 
humour,  he  can  look  remarkably  black.  He  is  careful  of 
his  appearance,  fond  of  military  finery,  especially  in  his 
staff,  and  has  a  somewhat  peculiar  strut  when  walking. 
His  legs  are  short,  mth  a  decided  bend  backwards.  He 
has  a  good  seat  on  horseback,  and  when  young  used  to 
be  a  hard  rider.  Now,  however,  it  is  a  labour  to  him  to 
get  on  and  off  his  horse.  He  is  of  very  indolent  habits ; 
will  sit  down  for  many  hours,  talking,  or  stand  an  equally 
long  time,  his  walks  limiting  themselves  to  one  or  two 
hundred  yards. 

He  is  extremely  fond  of  Mrs.  Lynch's  children,  but 
not  of  his  other  ones,  of  whom  he  has  a  number  by  dif- 
ferent women.  He  entertains  friendly  feelings  for  no 
one,  as  he  has  shot  almost  all  those  who  have  been  most 
favoured  by  himself,  and  who  have  been  for  years  his 
only  companions.  He  is  a  great  smoker,  and  lover  of  the 
table  ;  he  eats  enormously ;  after  dinner,  when  in  a  good 
humour,  he  occasionally  sings  a  short  song.  He  has  a 
large  stock  of  good  claret,  of  which  he  is  very  fond,  and 
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which  no  one  at  his  table  used  to  drink  but  himself — not 
even  Mrs.  Lynch  or  the  Bishop  ;  people  dining  with  him 
were  served  with  an  inferior  class  of  wine.  During  some 
months,  at  Paso  Pucu,  he  used  to  play  draughts  with  the 
Bishop  the  whole  day  long.  The  Bishop  used  to  be  up 
long  before  him,  and  used  to  go  and  wait  in  Lopez'  cor- 
ridor with  his  hat  in  his  hands.  When  Lopez  came  out, 
the  Bishop  shuffled  up  towards  him  with  a  deprecating 
look,  and  made  a  deep  bow,  to  which  Lopez  would  return 
a  nod,  without  touching  his  cap.  Lopez  speaks  French 
fluently,  always  conversing  in  that  language  with  Mrs. 
Lynch,  who  was  educated  in  France.  He  knows  a  very 
little  English,  and  of  course  Spanish  well,  that  being  the 
official  language  of  the  country  ;  however,  he  never  spoke 
anything  but  Guarani  to  the  men  and  officers,  including 
myself.  This  Guarani  is  a  most  charming  and  expressive 
language,  though  many  words  have  to  be  borrowed  from 
the  Spanish,  to  express  things  with  which  the  original 
Indians  were  not  acquainted. 

Lopez  is  a  good  speaker,  especially  in  the  kind  of  ora- 
tory likely  to  inspire  his  troops  with  confidence  in  him- 
self and  themselves,  and  with  contempt  for  the  enemy. 
He  rarely  himself  did  or  said  anything  to  disgust  people, 
giving  his  orders  for  these  things  to  General  Besquin. 
He  would  allow  no  one  to  initiate  a  joke  in  his  presence, 
though  fond  of  making  one  himself;  he  is  a  great  stickler 
for  his  dignity,  and  used  to  make  even  his  brothers  call 
him  '  Your  Excellency.'  He  has  an  iron  will,  and  an  in- 
tense pride,  and  a  great  reluctance  ever  to  give  a  counter- 
order  after  he  has  once  settled  anything.  He  is,  when 
be  likes,  very  smooth  and  gentlemanly,  and  capable  of 
imposing  even  on  diplomats,  and  making  them  believe 
anything  he  wishes. 

He  never  feels  the  loss  of  his  best  officers  and  men, 
except  as  having  so  many  men  less  to  fight  with,  but 
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he  was  particularly  careful  that  the  enemy  should  not 
know  where  he  was,  for  which  purpose  he  abolished  the 
brass  helmets  of  his  guard  and  also  its  banner,  and  hid 
the  guard  behind  some  outhouses.  He  did  not  allow  the 
guards  to  turn  out,  or  even  the  sentries  to  present  arms, 
on  the  three  or  four  occasions  on  which  he  visited  part  ol 
the  army,  lest  the  enemy  should  see  and  recognise  him. 
He  also  gave  up  using  his  favourite  scarlet  *  poncho,'  em- 
broidered with  gold,  and  wore  a  straw  hat,  instead  of  his 
kepi,  and  wore  his  gold-laced  saddle-cloth  inside  out. 
He  had  his  horse  saddled  every  morning  and  his  carriages 
harnessed,  before  daylight,  to  be  ready  for  a  bolt,  should 
the  enemy  make  an  entrance  into  his  lines  anywhere. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  war  he  rarely  took  any  drink 
except  at  his  meals,  but  latterly  got  into  the  habit  of 
calling  for  a  glass  of  port- wine  very  often  throughout  the 
day.  This  habit  commenced  a  little  before  he  began 
his  last  atrocities,  and  doubtless  had  a  great  influence 
in  making  him  cruel.  During  this  period,  however,  he 
was  generally  in  a  good  humour  outwardly.  At  San 
Fernando  he  used  to  go  out  with  his  children  and  fish  in 
a  lagoon  near  the  headquarters. 

The  following  story,  which  was  told  me  by  an  eyewit- 
ness, will  give  an  idea  of  his  summary  'justice.'  During 
the  last  days  of  December,  a  corporal  of  his  escort  went 
on  horseback  to  Lopez'  steward,  and  asked  him  for  a  drop 
of  spirits.  The  steward,  who  was  an  oflScer,  asked  him 
what  he  wanted  spirits  for,  and  told  him  to  go  and  fight. 
Upon  this  the  corporal  became  impertinent,  and  said, '  Oh, 
yes,  it's  all  very  fine  to  talk.  The  enemy  is  all  round  us, 
and  we  shall  soon  be  finished  up.'  After  a  little  resist- 
ance, the  officer  got  him  off  his  horse  and  took  him  by  his 
collar  to  Lopez,  who  was  at  breakfast  in  his  tent.  After 
hearing  what  the  officer  had  to  say,  Lopez  said  to  him, 
'  Take  him  outside  and  kill  him.'     The  officer  took  the 
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man,  who  made  no  resistance,  outside  Lopez'  tent,  and 
there  split  his  head  in  two  with  his  sword. 

His  distrust  of  everyone  is  illustrated  in  the  following 
occurrences.  In  August,  1866,  a  Yankee,  Mr.  Manlove, 
presented  himself  at  our  outposts,  and  was  taken  up  to 
headquarters.  He  stated  that  he  had  come  to  make  cer- 
tain business  proposals  to  Lopez,  ^vho  however  would 
not  see  him.  At  length,  by  means  of  a  third  party,  he 
told  Lopez  that,  having  at  his  disposal  three  vessels  in 
the  West  Indies,  in  every  way  adapted  for  privateering, 
he  had  come  to  ask  him  for  letters  of  marque  for  them 
to  prey  upon  Brazilian  commerce.  Lopez  pretended  to 
believe  he  w^as  only  a  spy,  and  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  him,  keeping  him  under  arrest  for  some  time.  At 
length  he  was  let  out,  and  Mrs.  Lynch  used  to  send  him 
presents  of  beer,  &c.  He  was,  however,  at  length  brought 
down  and  shot  as  a  conspirator. 

In  July  1867,  Major  Von  Versen,  a  distinguished  officer 
on  the  Prussian  Staff,  presented  himself  at  our  outposts. 
He  was  sent  by  the  Prussian  Government  to  observe  the 
war  from  the  Paraguayan  side.  On  his  arrival  at  Rio 
Janeiro,  the  Brazilians  threw  him  into  prison,  believing, 
or  professing  to  believe,  that  he  was  going  to  join  Lopez 
as  a  commander  in  his  army.  After  some  time,  the  Prus- 
sian minister  procured  his  release,  and  he  went  on  to 
Buenos  Ayres.  Here  again  the  Government  threw  him 
into  prison,  and  after  a  great  deal  of  interference  in  his 
behalf,  he  was  liberated  on  condition  that  he  should  not 
go  to  Paraguay  before  he  had  made  a  trip  overland  to 
Chili,  which  was  also  in  his  programme.  He  accord- 
ingly started  across  the  Pampas  for  Chili,  arrived 
there  and  returned,  and  went  to  Paraguay,  having 
ridden  about  3,000  miles  on  horseback,  to  keep  to  his 
promise.  He  left  his  papers  in  his  portmanteau  at  Cor- 
rientes,  with  an  agent  of  Lopez',  who  used  to  comniu- 
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nicate  by  means  of  the  Indians  in  the  Chaco,  and  who 
was  to  send  the  portmanteau  immediately  to  Lopez. 
Arriving  at  the  allied  camp,  he  bought  the  best  horse  he 
could  get,  and  one  morning  made  a  bolt  for  it,  and  got 
into  the  Paraguayan  lines.  Here  his  arms  were  tied 
behind  him,  his  horse  and  clothes  taken  from  him,  and  he 
was  treated  as  a  spy;  but  although  his  papers  never 
turned  up,  Lopez  at  last  became  convinced  that  he  was 
really  what  he  represented  himself  to  be,  and  he  was 
allowed  to  walk  about  near  his  hut  only.  On  the  retreat 
through  the  Chaco,  however,  he  was  placed  in  the  chain- 
gang,  and  had  to  do  that  journey  on  foot,  and  the  same 
again  from  the  Tebicuary  to  Pikysyry,  being  all  the  time 
among  the  prisoners.  He  luckily  escaped  with  his  life  at 
the  last. 
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ENGINEERING   NOTES. 

I  MUST  commence  this  chapter  by  stating  that,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  I  had  no  pretensions  to  a  know- 
ledge of  military  engineering  or  artillery  beyond  what  I 
could  pick  up  from  some  books  which  I  was  able  to  obtain 
in  Paraguay,  and  which  I  studied  for  the  occasion.  The 
principal  of  these  were  Macaulay's  '  Field  Fortification,' 
'  The  Professional  Papers  of  the  Corps  of  Poyal  Engin- 
eers,' and  various  works  on  artillery.  Colonel  Wisner, 
a  Hungarian,  was  the  chief  engineering  officer  in  the 
Paraguayan  army,  but  he  was  very  ill  during  the  whole 
of  the  war,  and  was  unable  to  attend  to  anything,  so  that 
all  the  work  fell  to  my  share. 

After  some  experiments  in  different  modes  of  sketch 
surveying,  I  adopted  the  following,  which  I  found  to 
answer  well,  both  as  regards  expedition  and  accuracy.  I 
stitched  together  a  few  sheets  of  foolscap  paper,  and  the 
book  thus  formed  I  carried  loose  in  a  stiff  portfolio  of  its 
own  size.  In  the  centre  of  the  book  I  pricked  right 
through  it,  by  means  of  a  circular  protractor,  every  five 
degrees  throughout  the  circle.  These  I  numbered  on 
every  page,  as  I  began  to  sketch  on  that  page,  after  taking 
the  bearing  of  the  general  direction  my  sketch  was  likely 
to  run  in,  and  then  ruled  the  X.  and  S.,  and  the  E.  and 
W.  lines.  I  doubled  up  a  quarter  of  a  sheet  of  foolscap 
till  it  was  about  an  inch  wide,  and  on  its  edges  I  marked 
my  scales.     This  served  both  for  scale  and  rule.     Having 
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fixed  my  starting-point  on  the  paper,  so  that  the  sketch 
would  not  run  off  it,  I  took  bearings,  with  a  small  hand 
prismatic  compass,  to  all  objects  I  could  see,  and  these 
bearings  I  laid  down  by  applying  my  paper-scale  to  the 
proper  bearing  on  the  pricked  protractor,  and  carefully 
shifting  it  along  thence,  in  a  parallel  direction,  to  my 
station  on  the  paper,  and  then  ruling  a  line.  I  then 
estimated  the  distance,  which  I  laid  down  by  scale. 
Going  by  one  road  and  coming  back  round  by  another, 
I  have  often  found  the  discrepancies  smaller  than  I  should 
have  expected.  I  surveyed  in  this  manner  a  great  part 
of  the  Bellaco,  the  whole  of  the  ground  between  Tebi- 
cuary  and  Pilar,  the  River  Tebicuary,  and  the  country 
immediately  north  of  it,  also  the  ground  about  Tebicuary. 
Of  the  ground  mthin  a  radius  of  more  or  less  than  ten  to 
twelve  miles  of  Paso  Pucu,  I  made  a  very  detailed  trigo- 
nometrical survey,  and  a  chained  compass  survey  of  the 
road  along  the  north  of  the  Tebicuary.  I  also  made  a 
trigonometrical  survey  of  the  River  Paraguay,  from  Curu- 
payty  to  its  fall  into  the  Parana. 

With  the  exception  of  some  of  the  old  batteries  of 
Humaita,  which  Avere  revetted  with  brickwork,  all  our 
defences  consisted  of  earthworks,  with  sod  or  hurdle 
revetments.  The  trace  usually  employed  was  that  of 
continued  lines,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the 
accompanying  dra^vings.  The  ground  was  in  general  so 
irregular,  that  no  definite  form  could  be  given  to  the 
works  ;  but  redans  were  placed  to  flank  the  approaches, 
which  were  accessible  only  through  the  passes,  opposite  to 
which  re-entering  angles  were  always  placed.  Small 
salient  angles  were  made  for  guns,  in  order  that  they 
might  project  beyond  the  line  of  trench  where  the  in- 
fantry was  placed,  and  which  they  could  consequently 
flank.  The  guns  were  all  mounted  en  barhetie,  to  give 
them  the  widest  possible  field  for  action,  by  means  of 
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raised  platforms.  The  Paraguayans  had  not  many  in- 
fantry, and  they  relied  most  on  their  artillery  in  case  of 
an  attack. 

The  profile  was  almost  the  same  in  all  the  works,  the 
ditch  being  made  generally  twelve  feet  wide  and  six  deep, 
with  a  slope  of  4.  No  berm  was  ever  made,  but  the  ex- 
terior slope  of  the  parapet  and  the  scarp  formed  one,  the 
earth  being  generally  strong  enough  to  admit  of  this. 
The  exterior  slope  was  revetted  with  sod-work ;  being  in 
one  slope  with  the  scarp,  it  was  much  more  difficult  to  be 
scaled  than  if  it  had  had  a  berm.  A  banquette  was  made 
generally  about  twelve  to  eighteen  inches  high  and  three 
feet  wide,  being  fomied  entirely  of  sods.  In  places  ex- 
posed to  be  bombarded,  the  parapets  were  gradually  made 
higher,  and  a  further  protection  given  to  the  men,  by 
digging  a  small  ditch  to  the  rear  of  the  banquette,  in 
which  they  could  sit.  At  Curupayty  the  bombardment 
was  so  continual  that  hide -sheds  had  to  be  made  over  this 
ditch  and  the  banquette,  as  shown  in  the  sketch.^ 

The  turf  in  Paraguay  is  much  more  solid  than  in 
England,  and  the  thicker  the  sods  were  cut  the  better 
revetments  they  appeared  to  make;  the  best  revetment 
we  had  was  made  of  hurdle-work.  At  the  batteries 
of  Fortin,  at  the  Tebicuary,  I  revetted  some  traverses 
twelve  feet  high,  with  hurdle-work,  of  which  the  pickets 
were  the  whole  height  of  the  traverse,  with  a  very 
light  slope,  and  were  interwoven  with  a  creeper  called 
'  tlsiipo,'  which  grows  to  a  length  of  many  yards,  and 
is  about  |-inch  thick.  Three  or  four  of  these  were 
twisted  together  into  a  sort  of  rope,  which  formed  the 
basket-work,  and  was  also  carried  across  in  many  places 
between  the  stakes,  to  act  as  ties.  This  creeper  has  the 
property  of  not  rotting  under  the  earth,  and  was  very 
useful.  It  made  a  very  neat  and  good  revetment,  which, 
*  See  Plate  V. 
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being  frequently  struck  by  150-pounder  Whitworth 
shells,  received  no  damage  beyond  that  of  the  basket- 
work  being  cut  just  where  the  shell  entered,  which  left 
hardly  any  trace  of  its  passage.  The  sod- work,  on  the 
contrary,  when  struck  by  a  shot,  would  be  considerably 
disarranged.  At  Angostura,  as  none  of  this  creeper  was 
to  be  obtained,  the  works  had  to  be  revetted  mth  hurdles 
made  of  flexible  rods.  This  was  not  nearly  so  good,  but 
was  still  much  superior  to  the  sod- work. 

In  Plates  YI.  and  YII.  are  shoA\Ti  the  two  methods  of 
mounting  our  8 -inch  guns.  The  first  figure  is  the  old 
mounting,  by  which  the  garrison  are  necessarily  exposed, 
when  no  embrasures  are  used.  The  defect  becomes 
worse  from  the  pivot  being  at  the  end  instead  of  in  the 
centre  of  the  slide,  as  our  guns  had  to  be  so  mounted  that 
they  might  fire  in  any  direction,  either  to  the  front  or  to 
the  rear.  In  the  trench  shown  at  the  right  battery,  the 
few  infantry  of  the  garrison  were  to  stand  to  defend  it 
against  a  land  attack,  and  the  guns  were  to  fire  grape  and 
canister  over  their  heads,  which  Avere  protected  by  the 
parapet.  The  mode  of  mounting  the  guns  in  the  left 
battery  almost  completely  protected  the  garrison  which 
worked  the  guns,  while  they  were  also  much  more  easily 
traversed,  being  mounted  on  roUers.  By  the  inclination 
given  to  the  slide,  the  gun  was  run  out  T\ith  greater 
facility,  besides  the  advantage  of  not  straining  the 
breechings.  The  mound  of  earth  over  the  powder-maga- 
zines served  also  as  a  parapet  against  the  land  side,  and 
the  garrison  of  each  gun  was  thus  protected  on  every 
side.  In  case  of  an  attack  by  land,  the  guns  would  fire 
over  the  powder-magazines,  the  doors  of  which  Avereon 
the  opposite  side  to  the  guns,  and  the  battery  Avas  itself 
protected  by  a  deep  ditch,  enfiladed  by  a  32-pounder, 
placed  at  the  re-entering  angle.  This  32-pounder,  and 
also   the   left   gun   in   the   battery,  Avere   protected   by 
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epaulments  from  the  fire  of  the  fleet,  as  it  was  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  these  two  guns  should  not  be 
dismounted  in  action.  Every  gun  in  the  battery  had  a 
small  deep  embrasure  to  enable  it  to  fire  down  on  to  the 
ironclads  just  below  it,  should  they  seek  for  protection 
by  passing  under  the  high  bank  of  the  river.  Between 
the  magazines  and  the  ditch  there  was  a  smaller  ditch,  in 
which  were  kept  spare  carriages,  tackle,  &c. 

With  the  view  of  closing  the  navigation  of  the  river, 
to  the  ironclads,  I  had  a  boom  made  and  stretched  across 
the  river  at  Fortin.*     It  was  formed  of  logs  of  Timbo 
Avood  (which  floats),  about  eighteen  feet  long  and  eighteen 
inches  in  diameter,  joined  together  by  shackles  so  as  to 
form    a   kind    of  chain.      We   had   no  iron    sufficiently 
strong   to   make  these   shackles,   and   we   manufactured 
them  out   of  double-headed  rails  taken   from   the   rail- 
way, and  cut  in  two  lengthways.     The  chain  was  made 
a  quarter  longer  than  the  breadth  of  the  river,  and  was 
fastened  at  each  end    to  four  strong  piles   driven  into 
the  ground.     When  in  position,  it  assumed  a  curve,   as 
showTi  in  Plate  III.     It  was  almost  all  under  water  by 
its  own  weight,  and  the  Brazilians  might  have  fired  at  it 
for  a  long  time,  mth  little  chance  of  damaging  it.     Had 
they  steamed  up  against  it  they  could  not  have  broken  it, 
as  they  would  have  gradually  been  brought  to  by  the 
form  the  chain  assumed;  and    no   small  boat  could  ap- 
proach it,  as  from  the  force  of  the   current  it  was  in  a 
continual  vertical  motion,  which,  from  its  great  weight, 
rendered   it   dangerous   to   small   craft.       At   first,   the 
heads  of  the    logs   were    not   secured  with   iron   rings, 
and    some    of    them    split    at    the    bolt-holes.     I   then 
sent   the  chain  back  to  Asuncion,   and  had   iron  rings 
shrunk  on  all  the  heads  of  the  logs  ;  but  on  its  return, 
by  the  stupidity  of  the  persons   bringing  it,  on  a  dark 

*  See  Plate  V. 
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night,  it  passed  the  battery  before  we  were  aware  it  was 
on  the  road,  and  going  down  with  the  current,  it  was  lost. 
Although  the  ii'onclads  were  in  range  of  the  battery,  they 
did  not  perceive  it  go  by,  and  it  has  probably  been  carried 
into  some  creek  to  astonish  the  Indians. 
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No.  1.— {See  page  20.) 

Protest  of  the  Paraguayan  Government  against  the 
intervention  of  Brazil  in  the  Banda  Oriental. 

Foreign  Office,  Asuncion,  August  30,  1864. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  has  received 
orders  from  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Republic  to  ad- 
dress this  note  to  your  Excellency,  actuated  by  the  motives  which 
he  proceeds  to  explain. 

The  undersigned  has  received  from  his  Excellency  Mr.  Vas- 
quez  Sagastume,  Resident  Minister  of  the  Oriental  Republic,  a 
note  dated  25th  instant,  addressed  to  him  by  order  of  his  Govern- 
ment, and  enclosing  copies  of  the  last  correspondence  exchanged 
between  that  Government  and  his  Excellency  Mr,  Councillor 
Saraiva,  Minister-Plenipotentiary  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Brazil,  in  that  Republic,  consisting  of  three  notes  dated  4th,  9th, 
and  10th  instant. 

The  attention  of  the  Government  of  the  imdersigned  has  been 
seriously  drawn  to  the  important  and  unexpected  contents  of 
these  notes,  on  account  of  the  interest  it  takes  in  the  settlement 
of  the  difficulties  in  the  Banda  Oriental,  to  the  fate  of  which 
State  it  cannot  be  indifferent ;  and  also  with  the  object  of  appre- 
ciating the  motives  which  may  have  led  to  such  a  violent  solution. 

The  moderation  and  foresight  which  characterise  the  policy  of 
the  Imperial  Government,  authorised  that  of  Paraguay  to  expect 
^  different  solution  to  its  claims  against  the  Government  of  Monte 
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Video,  and  this  hope  was  founded  greatly  on  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Saraiva,  and  even  the  Imperial  Cabinet,  when  declining  the 
mediation  offered  by  this  GoTernment  at  the  request  of  the 
Oriental,  stated  that  it  was  unnecessary  on  account  of  the  friendly 
course  the  question  was  taking. 

The  Government  of  the  undersigned  respects  the  right  which 
is  inherent  in  all  Governments,  of  arranging  any  differences  or 
reclamations  when  satisfaction  and  justice  have  been  refused,  with- 
out losing  sight  of  its  right  to  appreciate  for  itself  the  manner  in 
which  those  arrangements  are  carried  out,  or  of  the  influence  it 
may  have  over  the  fate  of  those  who  are  legitimately  interested  in 
the  result. 

The  demand  made  by  his  Excellency  Mr.  Councillor  Saraiva 
to  the  Oriental  Government,  in  his  notes  of  the  4th  and  10th  of 
this  month,  is  that  his  claims  should  be  satisfied  within  the 
peremptory  term  of  six  days,  failing  which  he  threatens  to  make 
reprisals  with  the  Imperial  land  and  sea  forces,  which  means  an 
occupation  of  part  of  that  territory  in  case  its  Government  refuses 
to  attend  to  and  satisfy  the  claims,  as  appears  from  the  note  of 
his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  dated  9  th  instant. 

This  is  one  of  the  cases  in  which  the  Government  of  the  under- 
signed cannot  lose  sight  of  its  right  to  appreciate  the  mode  of 
effecting  the  satisfaction  of  the  claims  of  your  Excellency's  Go- 
vernment, because  its  results  may  influence  the  legitimate  in- 
terests of  Paraguay. 

A  painful  impression  has  been  made  on  the  mind  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  undersigned  by  the  alternative  of  the  ultimatum 
contained  in  his  Excellency  Mr.  Councillor  Saraiva's  notes  of  the 
4th  and  10th  instant  to  the  Oriental  Government,  in  which  he 
demands  an  impossibility,  from  the  internal  state  of  the  country, 
and  for  the  removal  of  which  neither  the  prestige  of  Messrs. 
Thornton,  Elizalde,  and  Saraiva,  nor  the  consent  and  abnegation 
of  the  Oriental  Government,  were  sufficient. 

The  refusal  of  his  Excellency  Mr.  Councillor  Saraiva  to  the 
proposal  made  to  him  by  the  Oriental  Government,  to  submit  the 
reclamations  to  arbitration,  has  been  no  less  painful  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  undersigned,  the  more  so  as  thar  principle  had 
served  as  a  base  to  the  Imperial  Government  in  its  reclama- 
tions with  his  Brazilian  Majesty. 
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The  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Paraguay  deeply  deplores 
that  your  Excellency's  Government  has  thought  fit  to  separate 
itself  on  this  occasion  from  its  moderate  policy,  in  which  it  should 
confide  now  more  than  ever,  after  adhering  to  the  stipulations  of 
the  Congress  of  Paris ;  but  it  cannot  see  with  indifterence,  and 
much  less  consent  to,  the  occupation  of  any  part  of  the  llepublic 
of  Uruguay  by  Brazilian  forces,  either  naval  or  military,  in  exe- 
cution of  the  alternative  of  the  Imperial  ultimatum,  either  tem- 
porarily or  permanently ;  and  his  Excellency  the  President  of 
the  Republic  has  ordered  the  undersigned  to  declare  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, as  representative  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Brazil, 
that  the  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Paraguay  will  consider  as 
infringing  on  the  equilibrium  of  the  States  of  the  Plata  any  occu- 
pation, by  the  Imperial  forces,  of  Monte-Videan  territory,  from 
the  motives  named  in  the  ultimatum  of  the  4th  instant,  sent  to 
the  Oriental  Government  by  the  Special  Minister-Plenipotentiary 
of  the  Emperor,  as  that  equilibrium  interests  Paraguay  as  a 
guarantee  of  her  safety,  peace,  and  prosperity  ;  and  that  he  pro- 
tests in  a  most  solemn  manner  against  such  an  act,  relieving 
himself  of  all  responsibility  as  to  the  results  of  this  declaration. 

Having  thus  carried  out  the  orders  of  his  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Republic,  the  undersigned  profits  by  the  opportunity 
to  salute  your  Excellency  with  his  most  distinguished  consider- 
ation. 

Jos]&  Berges. 

To  his  Excellency  Mr.  Cesar  Sauvan  Vianna  de  Lima, 

Resident  Minister  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Brazil, 
&c.,  &c. 


Z  3 
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Xo.  II. 


Treaty  of  Alliance  against  Paraguay,  signed  on  May  1, 
1866,  between  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Uruguay,  Brazil, 
and  the  Argentine  Republic,  taken  from  the  Papers  laid 
before  the  House  of  Commons  by  order  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty,  in  compliance  loith  her  Message  of  March  2, 
1866. 

The  Government  of  the  Oriental  RepubHc  of  Uruguay,  the 
Government  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Argentine  Republic  : 

The  two  last  being  actually  at  war  with  the  Government  of 
Paraguay,  it  having  been  declared  against  them  by  acts  of  hos- 
tility by  that  Government,  and  the  first  being  in  a  state  of  hos- 
tility, and  its  internal  safety  threatened  by  the  said  Government, 
Avhich  calumniates  the  Republic,  and  abuses  solemn  treaties  and 
the  international  customs  of  civilised  nations,  and  which  has  com- 
mitted unjustifiable  acts  after  interrupting  the  relations  with  its 
neighbours  by  the  most  abusive  and  aggressive  proceedings : 

Being  persuaded  that  the  peace,  safety,  and  wellbeing  of  their 
respective  nations  is  impossible  while  the  present  Government 
of  Paraguay  lasts,  and  that  it  is  imperatively  necessary  for  the 
greatest  interests  that  that  Government  should  disappear,  at  the 
same  time  respecting  the  sovereignty,  independence,  and  terri- 
torial integrity  of  the  Republic  of  Paraguay  : 

Have  resolved  to  conclude  a  Treaty  of  Alliance,  offensive  and 
defensive,  with  that  object ;  and  have  named  their  PlenijDoten- 
tiaries,  as  follows  : — 

His  Excellency  the  Provisional  Governor  of  the  Oriental  Re- 
public has  named  his  Excellency  Dr.  Carlos  Castro,  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs ;  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  his  Ex- 
cellency Dr.  J.  Octaviano  de  Almeida  Rosa,  councillor  and  deputy 
to  the  General  National  Legislative  Assembly  and  oflLicer  of  the 
Imperial  Order  of  the  Rose;  his  Excellency  the  President  of 
the  Argentine  Republic  has   named  his  Excellency  Dr.  Rufiuo 
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(le  Elizalde,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs — who,  having  exchanged 
their  respective  credentials,  which  they  found  in  good  and  due 
form,  agreed  to  the  following  : — 


Art.  1. — The  Oriental  Republic  of  Uruguay,  his  Majesty 
the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  and  the  Argentine  Eepublic,  unite  them- 
selves in  an  offensive  and  defensive  Alliance  for  prosecuting  the 
war  provoked  by  the  Republic  of  Paraguay. 

Art.  2. — The  Allies  will  contribute  with  all  the  means  at 
their  disposal,  by  land  and  by  water,  as  they  many  find  con- 
venient. 

Art.  3. — The  operations  of  the  war  commencing  in  Argen- 
tine territory,  or  in  Paraguayan  bordering  on  Argentine,  the 
chief  command  and  direction  of  the  allied  arms  will  be  confided 
to  the  President  of  the  Argentine  Republic  and  General-in-Chief 
of  its  army,  Brigadier-General  Bartolome  Mitre. 

The  maritime  forces  of  the  Allies  will  be  under  the  immediate 
command  of  Vice- Admiral  Viscount  Tamandare,  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  squadron  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Brazil. 

The  land  forces  of  the  Republic  of  Uruguay,  a  division  of  the 
Argentine  forces,  and  one  of  the  Brazilian  forces,  which  will  be 
indicated  by  their  respective  commanders,  will  form  an  army 
under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  Provisional  Governor  of  the 
Oriental  Republic,  Brigadier-General  Venancio  Flores. 

The  land  forces  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Brazil  will  form 
an  army  under  the  immediate  orders  of  its  General-in-Chief, 
Brigadier  Manuel  Luis  Osorio. 

Although  the  high  contracting  Powers  have  agreed  not  to 
change  the  field  of  operations,  yet,  with  the  object  of  protecting 
the  sovereign  rights  of  the  three  nations,  they  have  determined 
that  the  chief  command  shall  be  reciprocal  should  any  operations 
have  to  be  carried  on  in  Oriental  or  Brazilian  territory. 

Art.  4. — The  internal  military  order  and  economy  of  the 
allied  troops  will  depend  solely  on  their  respective  chiefs. 

The  victuals,  ammunition,  arms,  clothing,  equipments,  and 
means  of  transport  of  the  allied  troops  will  be  supplied  by  their 
respective  States. 

Art.  5. — The  high  contracting  Powers  will  give  each  other 
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any  assistance  or  elements  which  they  may  require,  under  the 
forms  to  be  stipulated  on  that  particular. 

Art.  6. — The  Allies  bind  themselves  solemnly  not  to  lay 
down  their  arms,  unless  by  mutual  consent,  until  they  have 
abolished  the  present  Government  of  Paraguay,  nor  to  treat 
separately  with  the  enemy,  nor  sign  any  treaty  of  peace,  truce  or 
armistice,  or  any  convention  whatever  to  put  an  end  to  or  to 
suspend  the  war,  unless  by  the  common  consent  of  all. 

Art.  7. — The  war  not  being  against  the  people  of  Paraguay, 
but  against  the  Government,  the  Allies  will  admit  a  Paraguayan 
Legion,  formed  of  the  citizens  of  that  nation,  who  wish  to  assist 
in  deposing  the  said  Government,  and  they  will  furnish  it  with 
all  necessaries  in  the  form  and  under  the  conditions  which  shall 
be  established. 

Art.  8. — The  Allies  moreover  bind  themselves  to  respect  the 
independence,  sovereignty,  and  territorial  integrity  of  the  Re- 
public of  Paraguay.  Consequently,  the  Paraguayan  people  may 
elect  their  own  Government,  and  give  it  any  institutions  they 
think  fit ;  none  of  the  Allies  incorporating  it,  nor  pretending  to 
establish  any  protectorate,  as  a  consequence  of  this  war. 

Art.  9. — The  independence,  sovereignty,  and  territorial  in- 
tegrity of  the  Republic  of  Paraguay  will  be  guaranteed  by  the 
high  contracting  Powers  collectively,  in  conformity  with  the 
foregoing  article,  for  the  term  of  five  years. 

Art.  10. — It  is  agreed  by  the  high  contracting  Powers  that 
the  exemptions,  privileges,  or  concessions  which  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Government  of  Paraguay,  shall  be  gratuitous  and  com- 
mon, and  if  conditional  shall  have  the  same  compensation. 

Art.  11. — When  the  Government  of  Paraguay  has  disap- 
peared, the  Allies  will  proceed  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments with  the  authorities  which  may  be  constituted,  to  insure 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Rivers  Parana  and  Paraguay,  so  that 
the  rules  or  laws  of  that  Republic  do  not  obstruct  or  prevent  the 
transit  and  direct  navigation  of  the  war  or  merchant  vessels  of 
the  allied  States,  on  their  voyages  to  their  respective  territories 
and  dominions  which  do  not  belong  to  Paraguay;  and  to  es- 
tablish the  necessary  guarantees  for  the  effectiveness  of  the 
arrangements,  under  the  condition  that  these  laws  of  River  Police, 
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although  made  for  the  two  rivers,  and  also  for  the  River  Uruguay, 
shall  be  established  by  common  accord  between  the  Allies  and 
other  States  on  the  boundaries,  for  the  term  which  shall  be 
stipulated  by  the  said  Allies,  should  those  States  accept  the 
invitation. 

Art.  12. — The  Allies  also  reserve  to  themselves  to  concert 
the  measures  most  conducive  towards  guaranteeing  peace  with 
the  Republic  of  Paraguay  after  the  fall  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment. 

Art.  13. — The  Allies  will  name  Plenipotentiaries,  to  make  ar- 
rangements, conventions,  or  treaties  with  the  Government  which 
may  be  established. 

Art.  14. — The  Allies  will  demand  from  this  Government  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  war  which  they  have  been  forced 
to  carry  on,  and  also  the  payment  of  damages  caused  to  public 
and  private  property,  and  to  the  persons  of  their  citizens,  without 
an  express  declaration  of  war — also  of  the  damages  subsequently 
done  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  war.  In  like  manner  the  Oriental 
Republic  of  Uruguay  will  demand  indemnification  for  the  damages 
caused  by  the  Government  of  Paraguay,  in  the  war  she  has  been 
forced  to  take  a  part  in,  in  defence  of  her  safety,  threatened  by 
that  Government. 

Art.  15. — The  manner  and  form  of  liquidation  and  payment, 
proceeding  from  the  above-mentioned  causes,  will  be  determined 
in  a  special  convention. 

Art.  16. — With  the  view  of  avoiding  discussions  and  wars  re- 
garding the  question  of  boundaries,  it  is  agreed  that  the  Allies 
will  demand  from  the  Government  of  Paraguay,  that  in  its  treaties 
of  limits  with  their  respective  Governments,  the  following  basis 
shall  be  adhered  to: — 

1.  The  Argentine  Republic  will  be  divided  from  that  of  Para- 
guay, by  the  Rivers  Parana  and  Paraguay,  as  far  as  the  boundary 
of  Brazil,  which,  on  the  right  side  of  the  River  Paraguay,  is  the 
Bahia  Negra. 

2.  The  Empire  of  Brazil  will  be  divided  from  the  Republic  of 
Paraguay  on  the  side  of  the  Parana,  by  the  first  river  below 
the  Seven  Falls,  which,  according  to  the  late  map  by  Manchez, 
is  the  Igurei,  following  its  course  from  its  mouth  to  its  rise. 
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3.  On  the  left  side  of  tlie  Paraguay,  by  the  Eio  Apa,  from  its 
mouth  to  its  rise. 

4.  In  the  interior  of  the  tops  of  the  mountains  of  Maracayu 
the  streams  running  eastward  will  belong  to  Brazil,  and  those 
running  westward  to  Paraguay — a  straight  line,  as  far  as  possible, 
being  drawn  from  the  tops  of  those  mountains  to  the  rises  of  the 
Apa  and  Ygurei. 

Art.  17. — The  Allies  guarantee  to  each  other,  reciprocally, 
the  faithful  execution  of  any  arrangements  and  treaties  which 
may  be  concluded  in  Paraguay,  in  virtue  of  which,  it  is  agreed 
that  the  present  Treaty  of  Alliance  shall  always  remain  in  full 
force  and  vigour,  in  order  that  these  stipulations  be  respected  and 
carried  out  by  Paraguay. 

1.  With  the  object  of  obtaining  this  result,  they  agree,  that  in 
case  one  of  the  high  contracting  parties  cannot  obtain  from  the 
Government  of  Paraguay  the  fulfilment  of  an  agreement,  or  in 
case  that  Government  should  pretend  to  annul  the  stipulations 
agreed  upon  with  the  Allies,  the  other  powers  wiU  employ  means 
to  make  them  respected. 

2.  Should  these  means  prove  useless,  the  Allies  Avill  concm-, 
with  all  their  power,  to    obtain  the  execution  of  the  stipulations. 

Art.  18. — This  treaty  will  remain  secret  imtil  the  principal 
object  of  the  Alliance  has  been  obtained. 

Art,  19. — Those  stipulations  of  this  treaty  which  do  not  require 
leo-islative  authorisation  for  their  ratification,  will  come  in  force  as 

o 

soon  as  they  are  approved  by  the  respective  Governments,  and  the 
others  when  the  ratifications  are  exchanged,  which  will  be  within 
the  term  of  forty  days  from  the  date  of  said  treaty,  or  sooner,  if 
possible,  and  will  take  place  in  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

In  faith  of  which,  we,  the  undersigned  Plenipotentiaries  of  his 
Excellency  the  Provisional  Governor  of  the  Oriental  Republic 
of  Uruguay,  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  and  of  his 
Excellency  the  President  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  in  virtue 
of  our  full  powers,  have  signed  this  treaty,  placing  thereto  our 
seals,  in  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  1st  May,  in  the  year  of 

Our  Lord  1865. 

(Signed)         Carlos  Castro. 

J.    OCTAVIANO   DE    AlMEIDA    RoSA. 
RUFINO    DE    ElIZALDE. 
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PROTOCOL. 

Their  Excellencies  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Argentine  Ee- 
public,  of  the  Oriental  Republic,  and  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  Brazil,  assembled  in  the  Foreign  Office,  agree  : — 

1.  That  in  compliance  with  the  Treaty  of  Alliance  of  this 
date,  the  fortifications  of  Humaita  shall  be  demolished,  and  that 
no  other  or  others  of  that  kind  shall  be  permitted  to  be  con- 
structed, thereby  interfering  with  the  faithful  execution  of  the 
treaty. 

2.  That  as  it  is  a  necessary  measure  towards  guaranteeing 
peace  with  the  Government  which  may  be  established  in  Para- 
guay, not  to  leave  it  any  arms  or  elements  of  war,  all  those 
found  will  be  equally  divided  among  the  Allies. 

3.  That  any  trophies  or  booty  which  may  be  taken  from  the 
enemy  shall  be  divided  between  the  Allies  by  the  one  who  makes 
the  capture. 

4.  That  the  Generals  commanding  the  allied  armies  shall  con- 
cert the  means  of  carrying  these  stipulations  into  effect. 

And  they  sign  the  present  in  Buenos  Ayres,  on  the  1st  May, 
1865. 

(Signed)  Carlos  Castro. 

RUFINO   DE    ElIZALDE. 

J.  OCTAVIANO  DE  AlMEIDA  RoSA. 


No.  III. 

In  consequence  of  some  misrepresentations  published 
by  Caxias  in  an  Order  of  the  Day,  I  addressed  him  the 
following  letter:  — 

Buenos  Ayres,  January  28,  1869. 
I  have  just  read  in  a  newspaper,  published  in  this  city,  your 
Excellency's  Order  of  the  Day,  No.  272,  dated  14th  instant,  giving 
a  statement  of  the  last  events  in  the  Paraguayan  war ;  and  not 
finding  correct  the  description  of  the  occurrences  which  preceded 
the  evacuation  of  Angostura,  of  which  I  was  the  commander, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  Excellency's  attention  to  the 
inexactitudes  to  which  I  refer  :  viz.,  that  it  is  inexact  that  the 
note  of  the  29th  December  last,  wliich,  conjointly  with  Senor 
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Carrillo,  second  commander  of  the  said  point,  I  addressed  to  the 
Generals  of  the  allied  army,  contained  '  frivolous  matters,'  since 
it  was  limited  to  informing  their  Excellencies  of  an  abuse  of  the 
flag  of  truce,  committed  by  a  vessel  of  the  Brazilian  squadron, 
and  to  protesting  against  this  deed  :  also  that  it  is  inexact  that 
the  officers,  bearing  a  flag  of  truce,  who  presented  themselves  at 
your  Excellency's  headquarters  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  De- 
cember, were  bearers  of  a  declaration  signed  by  the  chiefs  of 
Angostura,  to  the  eifect  that  '  they  were  ready  to  surrender, 
hoping  from  the  generosity  of  the  allied  Generals  that  the  officers 
might  retain  their  swords,  devices,  &c.' 

I  am,  your  Excellency's  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

George  Thompson. 

Just  before  leaving  Buenos  Ayres  to  come  to  England, 
I  heard,  upon  good  authority,  that,  instead  of  keeping  to 
the  terms  of  the  capitulation  of  Angostura,  the  Brazilians 
were  forcing  the  men  to  take  arms  in  their  own  service  ; 
and  on  arriving  at  Bio  Janeiro,  I  sent  the  folloAving 
letter  to  the  Minister  of  War  there: — 

To  his  Excellency  the  Baron  of  Mwitiba,  Minister  of  War. 

Rio  Janeiro,  March  12,  1869. 

I  have  the  honour  to  address  your  Excellency  for  the  purpose 
of  communicating  to  you  that,  from  various  Paraguayans  who 
have  lately  come  from  Asuncion,  I  have  heard  that  many  of  the 
men  who  capitulated  at  Angostura,  of  which  I  was  the  com- 
mander, have  been  obliged  to  take  arms  in  the  allied  army,  and 
that  others  are  embarked  for  this  city,  without  being  asked 
whether  they  like  it  or  not. 

As  this  is  contrary  to  the  written  stipulations  of  the  capitula- 
tion, and  to  the  verbal  assiu-ances  of  the  Marquez  de  Caxias  and 
of  the  Chief  of  the  StaflT,  I  address  myself  to  your  Excellency  to 
beg  you  will  enquire  into  and  rectify  this,  which  has  doubtless 
happened  through  the  absence  of  the  Marquez  de  Caxias  from  the 
seat  of  war. 

God  preserve  your  Excellency  many  years. 

George  Thompson. 
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No.   IV. 

The  following  shows  the  whole  process  of  the  condem- 
nation and  execution  of  deserters  in  the  Paraguayan 
army : — 

Statement  concerning  his  Desertion,  of  the  soldier  Norberto  Rui- 

dias,  of  the  45th  Battalion  :  — 

He  says  that,  about  sixteen  days  ago,  he  left  the  hospital,  where 
he  was  ill  with  diarrhoea  and  fever,  and  went  to  his  house  at 
QuiindT,  under  pretext  of  having  received  his  dismissal  on 
account  of  disease,  and  that  the  next  day  they  took  him  to  the 
guardhouse  of  his  district,  and  the  day  before  yesterday  sent  him 
to  this  camp  under  arrest. 

He  also  says  that  there  was  no  motive  for  his  desertion. 

For  this  reason  the  deserter  is  in  irons  in  this  camp. 

HiLARio  Marco. 
Pikysyry,  October  1,  1868. 

Pikysyry,  October  2,  1868. 
By  supreme  order,  the  soldier  Norberto  Ruidias,  a  deserter  from 
the  45th  Battalion,  who  was  captured  in  the  district  of  QuiindT, 
sixteen  days  after  his  desertion,  is  to  be  shot. 

F.  Resquin. 

In  compliance  with  the  supreme  sentence  which  antecedes,  the 
soldier  Norberto  Ruidias,  a  deserter  of  the  45th  Battalion,  has 
been  shot,  in  testimony  of  which  I  affix  my  signature,  returning 
this  document  under  a  sealed  cover. 

Gonzalez. 

Camp  at  Pikys}Ty,  October  2,  1868. 
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Correspoiulents.    Post  Svo.  v/ith  Portrait  and  View,  10s.  6d. 

FELIX  MENDELSSOHN'S    LETTERS    from    Italy   and    Switzerland, 

and  Letters  from  18.33  to  1847,  translated  by  Lady  Wallace.  New  Edition, 
with  Portrait.    2  vols,  crown  Svo.  5s.  each. 

FARADAY  as  a  DISCOVERER.     By  John  Tykdall,  LL.D.  F.R.S. 

Professor  of  Natnral  Philosoi)liy  in  the  Koyal  Institution  of  Great  Britain. 
Willi  Two  Portraits.    Crown  Svo.  C.s. 

MEMOIRS  of  SIR  HENRY  HAVELOCK,  K.C.B.     By  John  Clark 

MArvSHMAN,   Cabinet  Edition,  with  Portrait.   Crown  Svo.  price  os. 

CAPTAIN    COOK'S    LIFE,    VOYAGES,  and  DISCOVERIES.     18mo. 

Woodcuts,  -Is,  Gd. 

LIFE  of  Sir  JOHN  RICHARDSON,  C.B.  sometime  Inspector  of  Naval 
Hosi)itals  and  Fleets.  By  .the  Rev.  John  McIlkaith.  Fcp.  Svo.  with 
Portrait,  5s. 

LIFE  of  PASTOR  FLIEDNER,  Founder  of  the  Deaconesses'  Institu- 
tion at  Kaiserswertli.  Translnted  from  the  German  by  Catherine  Wink- 
WORTH.    Fcp.  8\'o.  with  Portrait,  lis.  6d. 

VICISSITUDES   of  FAMILIES.     By  Sir  J.  Bernard  Burke,  C.B. 

Ulster  King;  of  Arms.  New  Edition,  remodelled  and  enlarged.  2  vols. 
(Town  Svo.  21s. 

THE  EARLS  of  GRANARD:  a  Memoir  of  the  Noble  Family  of  Forbes. 
Written  by  Admiral  the  Hon.  John  Forbes,  and  edited  by  George 
Arthur  Hastings,  present  Earl  of  Granard,  K.P.    Svo,  10s. 

GEORGE  PETRIE,  LL.D.  M.R.I.A.  &c.  formerly  President  of  the 
Royal  Hibernian  Academy ;  his  Life  and  Labours  in  Art  and  Archaeology. 
By  William  Stokes,  M.D.  &c.  Physiciau-in-Ordinary  to  the  Queen  in 
Ireland.    Svo.  12s.  6rf. 

ESSAYS  in  ECCLESIASTICAL  BIOGRAPHY.  By  the  Right  Hon. 
Sir  .T.  Stephen,  LL.D.  Cabinet  Edition  (being  the  Fifth) .  Crown  Svo.  Is.  6d. 

ESSAYS  on  EDUCATIONAL  REFORMERS :  the  Jesuits.  Locke,  J.  J. 
Roussrau,  Pcstalozzi,  Jacotot,  &c.  By  the  Rev.  R.  H.  Quick,  M. A.  Trin. 
Coll.  Cantab.    Post  Svo.  7s.  6d. 

ESSAYS,  BIOGRAPHICAL  and  CRITICAL.  By  A.  L.  Meissner, 
Ph.D.  Professor  of  Modern  Languages  in  Queen's  College,  Belfast,  and  in 
the  Queen's  University  in  Ireland.  [_Nearly  ready. 

MAUNDER' S  BIOGRAPHICAL  TREASURY.  Thirteenth  Edition, 
reconstructed,  thoroughly  revised,  and  in  great  part  rewritten  ;  with  about 
1,000  additional  Memoirs  and  Notices,  by  W.  L.  R.  Gates.    Fcp.  10s.  6rf. 

LETTERS  and  LIFE  of  FRANCIS  BACON,  including  all  his  Occa- 
sional Works.  Collected  and  edited,  with  a  Commentary,  by  J.  Spedding, 
Trin.  Coll.  Cantab.    Vols.  I.  and  II.   Svo.  24s.    Vols.  III.  and  IV.  price  24«. 


NEW  WORKS  PUBLISHED  BY  LONGMANS  axd  CO. 


Criticism^  Philosophy,  Polity,  &c. 

The  INSTITUTES  of  JUSTINIAN;  with  English  Introduction,  Trans- 
lation, and  Notes.  By  T.  C.  Saxdaes,  M.A.  Barrister,  late  Fellow  of  Oriel 
Coll.  Oxou.    Fourth  Edition.    Svo.  15s, 

SOCRATES  and  the  SOCRATIC  SCHOOLS.  Translated  from  the 
German  of  Dr.  E.  Zellee,  with  the  Author's  approval,  by  the  Rev.  Oswalb 
J.  Reichel,  B.C.L.  and  M.A.    Crown  Svo.  85.  6c/. 

The  ETHICS  of  ARISTOTLE,  illustrated  with  Essays  and  Notes. 
By  Sir  A.  Gea^'T,  Bart.  M.A.  LL.D.  Second  Edition,  re\ased  and  completed. 
2  vols.  Svo.price  28*. 

ELEMENTS  of  LOGIC.     By  E.  Whatelt,  D.D.  late  Archbishop  of 

Dublin.    Ninth  Edition.    Svo.  10s.  Qd.  crown  Svo.  4s.  6cZ. 
Elements  of   Rhetoric.      By   the   same  Author.      Seventh  Edition. 
Svo.  IO5.  Qd.  crown  Svo.  is.  &d. 

English  Synonymes.     By  E.  Jaxe  Whatelt.    Edited  by  Archbishop 

Whately.    5th  Edition.    Fcp.  3s. 

BACON'S  ESSAYS  with  ANNOTATIONS.      By  R.  Whatelt,  D.D. 

late  Archbishop  of  Dublin.    Sixth  Edition.   Svo.  10s.  6d. 

LORD  BACON'S  WORKS,  collected  and  edited  by  R.  L.  Ellis,  M.A. 

J.  Speddixg,  M.A.  and  D.  D.  Heath.    Vols.  I.  to  V.   Philosophical  Works, 

5  vols.    Svo,  £4  6s.    VoLS.  Vl.and  YII.    Literary  and  Professional  Works, 

2  vols.  £1  16s. 
On  REPRESENTATIVE  GOVERNMENT.     By  John    Stuart  Mill. 

Third  Edition.    Svo.  9s.    Crown  Svo.  2s. 

On  LIBERTY.  By  John  Stuart  Mill.  Fourth  Edition.  Post 
Svo.  7s.  Qd.   Crown  Svo.  Is.  id. 

Principles  of  Political  Economy.  By  the  same  Author.  Sixth 
Edition.    2  vols.  Svo.  30s.   Or  in  1  vol.  crown  Svo.  5s. 

A  System  of  Logic,    Ratiocinative   and   Inductive.     By   the  same 

Author.    Seventh  Edition.    Two  vols.  Svo.  25s. 
ANALYSIS  of  Mr.  MILL'S  SYSTEM  of   LOGIC.     By  W.  Stebbing, 

M.A.  Fellow  of  Worcester  College,  Oxford.    Second  Edition.    12mo.  3s.  6d. 

UTILITARIANISM.    By  John  Stuart  Mill.    Third  Edition.    Svo.  55. 

Dissertations  and  Discussions,  Political,  Philosophical,  and  His- 
torical.   By  the  same  Author.    Second  Edition,  revised.    3  vols.  Svo.  36s. 

Examination  of  Sir  W.  Hamilton's  Philosophy,  and  of  the  Principal 
Philosophical  Questions  discussed  in  his  Writings.  By  the  same  Author. 
Third  Edition.    Svo.  16s. 

An  OUTLINE  of  the  NECESSARY  LAWS  of  THOUGHT :  a  Treatise 

on  Pure  and  Applied  Lo?ic.    By  the  Most  Eev.  William,  Lord  Arch- 
bishop of  York,  D.D.  F.R.S.    mnth  Thousand.    Crown  Svo.  5s.  6d. 
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The  ELEMENTS  of  POLITICAL  ECONOMY.     By  Henry  Dunning 

MACLEOD,  M.A.  Barrister-at-Law.    Svo.  16s. 

A  Dictionary  of  Political  Economy ;   Biographical,  Bibliographical, 

Historical,  and  Practical.    By  the  same  Author.    Vol.  I.  royal  Svo.  30s. 

The  ELECTION  of  REPRESENTATIVES,  Parliamentary  and  Mnni- 
cipal ;  a  Treatise.  By  Thomas  Haee,  Barrister-at-Law.  Third  Edition, 
with  Additions.    Crown  Svo.  6s. 

SPEECHES  of   the  RIGHT  HON.  LORD  MACAULAY,  corrected  by 

Himself.    Library  Edition,  Svo.  12s.    People's  Edition,  crown  Svo.  3s.  6d. 
LORD  MACATJLAY'S  SPEECHES  on  PARLIAMENTARY  REFORM 

in  1831  and  1S32.    16mo.    Is. 

INAUGURAL  ADDRESS  delivered  to  the  University  of  St.  Andrews. 

By  John  Stuart  IMill.    Svo.  5s.    People's  Edition,  crown  Svo.  Is. 

A  DICTIONARY  of  the  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE.  By  R.  G.  Latham, 
M.A.  M.D.  F.R.S.  Founded  on  the  Dictionary  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  as 
edited  by  the  Rev.  H.  J.ToDD,!with  numerous  Emendations  and  Additions. 
In  Two  Volumes.  Vol.  I.  4to.  in  Two  Parts,  price  £3  10s.  In  course  of  pub- 
lication, also,  in  36  Parts,  price  3s.  Qd.  each. 

THESAURUS  of  ENGLISH  WORDS  and  PHRASES,  classified  and 
arranged  so  as  to  facilitate  the  Expression  of  Ideas,  and  assist  in  Literary 
Composition.    By  P.  M.  Roget,  M.D.    New  Edition.    Crown  Svo.  10s.  6c?. 

LECTURES  on  the  SCIENCE  of  LANGUAGE,  delivered  at  the  Royal 
Institution.  By  Max  Mullee,  M.A.  Fellow  of  All  Souls  College,  Oxford. 
2  vols.  Svo.  First  Series,  Fifth  Edition,  125.  Second  Series,  Second 
Edition,  18s. 

CHAPTERS  on  LANGUAGE.     By  Frederic  W.  Farrar,  F.R.S.  late 

Fellow  of  Trin.  Coll.  Cambridge.    Crown  Svo.  8s.  Gd. 

WORD-GOSSIP ;  a  Series  of  Familiar  Essays  on  Words  and  their 
Peculiarities.    By  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Blacklet,  M.A.    Fcp.  Svo.  5s. 

A  BOOK  ABOUT  WORDS.     By  G.  F.  Graham,  Author  of  *  English, 

or  the  Art  of  Composition,'  '  English  Synonymes,'  '  English  Grammar 
Practice, '  English  Style,'  &c.    Fcp.  Svo.  \_Nearly  ready. 

The  DEBATER ;  a  Series  of  Complete  Debates,  Outlines  of  Debates, 
and  Questions  for  Discussion.    By  F.  Rowton.    Fcp.  6s. 

MANUAL  of  ENGLISH  LITERATURE,  Historical  and  Critical.  By 
Thomas  Arnold,  M.A.    Second  Edition.    Crown  Svo.  price  7s.  6d. 

SOUTHEY'S  DOCTOR,  complete  in  One  Volume.  Edited  by  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  Warter,  B.D.    Square  crown  Svo.  12s.  6rf. 

HISTORICAL  and  CRITICAL  COMMENTARY  on  the  OLD  TESTA- 

MENT;  with  a  New  Translation.  By  M.  ]\[.  Kalisch,  Ph.D.  Vol.1. 
Genesis,  Svo.  ISs.  or  adapted  for  the  General  Reader,  12.s.  Vol.  II.  Exodus, 
15s.  or  adapted  for  the  General  Reader,  12s.  Vol.  III.  Leviticus,  Part  I. 
15s.  or  adapted  for  the  General  Reader,  8s. 

A  Hebrew  Grammar,  with  Exercises.  By  the  same  Author-  Part  I. 
Outlines  with  Exercises,  Svo.  12s.  &d.  Key,  5s.  Part  II.  Exceptional 
Forms  and  Constructions,  12s.  6d. 


NEW  WORKS  PUBLISHED  BY  L0XG:\IAXS  a>-d  CO. 


A  LATIN-ENGLISH  DICTIONAEY.  By  J.  T.  White,  D.D.  of 
Corpus  Christi  College,  and  J.  E.  Riddle,  M.A.  of  St.  Edmund  Hall,  Oxford. 

2  vols.  4to.  pp.  2,128,  price  42s.  cloth. 

White's  College  Latin-Englisli  Dictionary  (Intermediate  Size), 
abridged  for  the  use  of  University  Students  from  the  Parent  Work  (as 
above).    Jlediuin  Svo.  pp.  l,OiS,  price  18s.  cloth. 

White's  Junior  Student's  College  Latin-English  and  English-Latin 
Dictionary.    Square  12mo.  pp.  1,058,  price  12s. 
„  ,,     j   The  ENGLISH-LA TIX  DICTIOXARY,  price  5s.  6(?. 

beparately  |   rj^^^  LATIN-ENGLISH  DICTIONARY,  price  7s.  6d. 

An  ENGLISH-GREEK  LEXICON,  containing  all  the  Greek  Words 
used  by  Writers  of  good  authority.  By  C.  D.  Yonge,  B.A.  New  Edi- 
tion.   4to.  21s. 

Mr.  YONGE'S  NEW  LEXICON,  English  and  Greek,  abridged  from 
his  larger  work  (as  above).    Revised  Edition.    Square  12mo.  Ss.  Qd. 

A  GREEK-ENGLISH  LEXICON.  Compiled  by  H.  G.  Liddell,  D.D. 
Dean  of  Christ  Church,  and  R,  Scott,  D.D.  Master  of  BallioL  Fifth  Edition. 
Crown  4to.  31s.  Qd. 

A  Lexicon,  Greek  and  English,  abridged  from  Liddell  and  Scott's 
Greek-English  Lexicon.    Twelfth  Edition.     Square  12mo.  7s.  Crf. 

A  SANSKRIT-ENGLISH  DICTIONARY,  the  Sanskrit  words  printed 
both  in  the  original  Devanagari  and  in  Roman  Letters.  Compiled  by 
T.  Bekfet,  Prof;  in  the  Univ.  of  Gottingen.    Svo.  52s.  6d. 

WALKER'S  PRONOUNCING  DICTIONARY  of  the  ENGLISH  LAN- 
GUAGE. Thoroughly  revised  Editions,  by  B.H.Saiakt.  Svo.  12s.  16mo.  6s. 

A  PRACTICAL  DICTIONARY  of  the  FRENCH  and  ENGLISH  LAN- 
GUAGES.   By  L.  CoxTAXSEAtx.    Thirteenth  Edition.    Post  Svo.  10s.  6d. 

Contanseau's  Pocket  Dictionary,  French  and  English,  abridged  from 
the  above  by  the  Author.    New  Edition,  revised.    Square  ISmo.  3s.  Qd. 

NEW  PRACTICAL  DICTIONARY  of  the  GERMAN  LANGUAGE; 
German-English  and  English-German.  By  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Blacklet,  3LA. 
and  Dr.  Carl  Maetin  pEiEDLAyDEE.    Post  Svo.  7s.  Qd. 


Miscellaneous  Worhs  and  Popular  Metaphysics. 

The  ESSAYS  and  CONTRIBUTIONS  of  A.  K.  H.  B.,  Author  of '  The 

Recreations  of  a  Country  Parson.'    Uniform  Editions  :— 
Recreations  of  a  Country  Parson.     First  and  Second  Series,  cro\An 

Svo.  3s.  Qd.  each. 
The  Common-place  Philosopher  in  Town  and  Country.     Crown  Svo. 

3s.  Qd. 
Leisure   Hours   in   Town ;   Essays    Consolatory,  JEsthetical,   Moral, 

Social,  and  Domestic.    Crown  Svo.  3s.  Qd. 
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The  Autumn  Holidays  of  a  Country  Parson ;  Essays  contributed 
to  Fraser's  3Ia(jazine  and  to  Good  Words.    Crown  8vo.  is.  6d. 

The  Graver  Thoughts  of  a  Country  Parson.  Eirst  and  Second 
Series,  crown  Svo.  3s.  Gd.  each. 

Critical  Essays  of  a  Country  Parson.  Selected  from  Essays  con- 
tribnted  to  Fraser's  Magazine.    Crown  Svo.  3s.  Qd. 

Sunday  Afternoons  at  the  Parish  Church  of  a  Scottish  University 
City.    Crown  Svo.  3.s\  Gd. 

lessons  of  Middle  Age,  with  some  Account  of  various  Cities  and 
IMen.  By  A.  K.  H.  B.  Author  of  '  The  Kecreations  of  a  Country  Parson.' 
Crown  Svo.  '6s.  Gd. 

Counsel  and  Comfort  spoken  from  a  City  Pulpit.     Crown  Svo.  35.  ed. 

Changed  Aspects  of  Unchanged  Truths  :  Memorials  of  St.  Andrews 
Sundays.    Crown  Svo.  '6s.  6d. 

SHOET  STUDIES   on   GEEAT   SUBJECTS.      By   James    Anthony 

Froude,  M.  a.  late  F.llow  of  Exeter  Coll.  Oxford.    Third  Edition.  Svo.  12s. 

LORD    MACAULAY'S    MISCELLANEOUS    WEITINGS  :— 

Library  Edition.    2  vols.  Svo.  Portrait,  21s. 
People's  Edition.    1  vol.  crown  Svo.  4$.  Gd. 

The  EEV.  SYDNEY  SMITH'S  MISCELLANEOUS  WOEKS  ;  includ- 
ing his  Contributions  to  the  Edinburgh  Review.     2  vols,  crown  Svo.  Ss. 

The  Wit  and  Wisdom  of  the  Eev.  Sydney  Smith,  a  Selection  of 
the  most  memorable  Passages  in  his  Writings  and  Conversation.  16mo.  5s. 

EPIGEAMS,  Ancient  and  Modern  ;  Humorous,  Witty,  Satirical,  Moral, 
and  Panegyrical.  Edited  by  Rev.  John  Booth,  B.A.  Cambridge.  Second 
Edition,  revised  and  enlarged.    Fop.  7s.  Gd. 

The  PEDIGEEE  of  the  ENGLISH  PEOPLE;  an  Argument,  His- 
torical and  Scientific,  on  the  Ethnology  of  the  English.  By  Thomas 
Nicholas,  M.A.  Ph.D.    Svo.  16s. 

The  ENGLISH  and  THEIE  OEIGIN :  a  Prologue  to  authentic  English 
History.    By  LrKE  Owen  Pike,  M.A.  Barrister-at-Law.    Svo.  9s. 

ESSAYS  selected  from  CONTEIBUTIONS  to  the  Edinburgh  Review. 
By  Henry  Rogers.    Second  Edition.    3  vols.  fcp.  21s. 

Reason  and  Faith,  their  Claims  and  Conflicts.  By  the  same  Author. 
New  Edition,  accompanied  by  several  other  Essays.    Crown  Svo.  6s.  Gd. 

The  Eclipse  of  Faith  ;  or,  a  Visit  to  a  Keligious  Sceptic.  By  the 
same  Author.    Twelfth  Edition.    Fcp.  5s. 

Defence  of  the  Eclipse  of  Faith,  by  its  Author  ;  a  rejoinder  to  Dr. 
Newman's  Reply.    Third  Edition.    Fcp.  3s.  Gd. 

Selections  from  the  Correspondence  of  E.  E.  H.  Greyson.     By  the 

same  Author.    Third  Edition.    Crown  Svo.  7s.  Gd. 
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CHIPS  from  a  GERMAN  WORKSHOP;  being  Essays  on  the  Science 
of  Religion,  and  on  Mythology,  Traditions,  and  Custoins.  By  Max 
MtJLLER,  ^I.A.  Fellow  of  All  Souls  College,  Oxford.  Second  Edition,  revised, 
with  an  Index.    2  vol^.  8vo.  24.s. 

ANALYSIS  of  the  PHENOMENA  of  the  HUMAN  MIND.  By 
James  Mill.  A  New  Edition,  with  Notes,  Illustrative  and  Critical,  by 
Alexander  Bain,  Andrew  Findlater,  and  George  Grote.  Edited, 
with  additional  Notes,  by  John  Stuart  Mill.    2  vols.  8vo.  price  28s. 

An  INTRODUCTION  to  MENTAL  PHILOSOPHY,   on  the  Inductive 

Method.    By.  J.  D.  MoRELL,M.A.  LL.D.    8vo.  12.s. 
Elements  of  Psychology,  containing  the  Analysis  of  the  Intellectual 

Powers.    By  the  same  Author.    Post  Svo.  7s.  Qd. 
The  SECRET  of  HEGEL:   being   the    Hegelian   System  in  Origin, 

Principle,  Form,  and  Matter.    By  J.  H.  Stirling.    2  vols.  Svo.  28«. 

The  SENSES  and  the  INTELLECT.      By  Alexander   Bain,  M.A. 

Professor  of  Logic  in  the  University  of  Aberdeen.  Third  Edition.  Svo.  15.?. 
The    EMOTIONS   and   the  WILL.      By  the  same   Author.     Second 

Edition.  Svo.  15s. 
On  the  STUDY  of  CHARACTER,  including  an  Estimate  of  Phrenology. 

By  the  same  Author.    Svo.  9s. 

MENTAL  and  MORAL  SCIENCE:  a  Compendium  of  Psychology 
and  Ethics.    By  the  same  Author.    Second  Edition.    Crown  Svo.  10s.  Qd. 

The  PHILOSOPHY  of  NECESSITY ;  or,  Natural  Law  as  applicable  to 

Mental,  Moral,  and  Social  Science.    By  Chahles  Brat.    Second  Edition. 

Svo.  9s. 
The  Education  of  the  Feelings  and  Affections.    By  the  same  Author. 

Third  Edition.    Svo.  3s.  6d. 
On  Force,  its  Mental  and  Moral  Correlates.     By  the  same  Author. 

8vo.  5s. 

The  FOLK-LORE  of  the  NORTHERN  COUNTIES  of  ENGLAND  and 

the  Borders.    By  AYilliaivi  Henderson.    With  an  Appendix  on  House- 
hold Stories  by  the  Rev.  S.  Baring-Gould,  M.A.    Post  Svo.  9s.  i^d. 


Astronomy,  Meteorology,  Popular  Geography,  &c, 

OUTLINES  of  ASTRONOMY.  By  Sir  J.  F.  W.  Herschel,  Bart. 
M.A.    Ninth  Edition,  revised  ;  with  Plates  and  Woodcuts.    Svo.  18s. 

SATURN  and  its  SYSTEM.  By  Richard  A.  Proctor,  B.A.  late 
Scholar  of  St  John's  Coll.  Camb.      Svo.  with  14  Plates,  145. 

Handbook  of  the  Stars.    By  the  same  Author.    With  3  Maps.     Square 

fcp.  5s. 
CELESTIAL    OBJECTS   for  COMMON  TELESCOPES.     By  the  Eev. 

T.  W.  Webb,  M.A.  F.R.A.S.    Second  Edition,  revised,  with  a  large  Map  of 

the  Moon,  and  several  Woodcuts.    16mo.  7s.  (kZ. 

NAVIGATION  and  NAUTICAL  ASTRONOMY  (Practical,  Theoretical, 
Scientific)  for  the  use  of  Students  and  Practical  Men.  By  J.  Mereifield, 
F.R.A.S  and  H.  Evees.    Svo.  14s. 
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DOVE'S  LAW  of  STORMS,  considered  in  connexion  with  the  Ordinary 

Movements  of  the  Atmosphere,  Translated  by  R.  H.Scott,  M.A.  T.C.D. 
8vo.  10*.  Qd. 

PHYSICAL  GEOGRAPHY  for  SCHOOLS  and  GENERAL  READERS. 

By  M.  F.  Maukt,  LL.D.   Fcp,  with  2  Charts,  2s.  <6d. 
A  TREATISE  on  the  ACTION  of  VIS    INERTIA  in  the  OCEAN ; 

with  Remarks  on  the  Al)stract  Nature  of  the  Forces  of  Vis  Iiiertisc  'and 
Gravitation,  and  a  New  Tlieory  of  the  Tides.  By  William  Leigiiton 
JOEDAX,  F.R.G.S.    With  12  Charts  and  Diagrams.    Svo.  14s. 

M'CULLOCH'S  DICTIONARY,  Geographical,  Statistical,  and  Historical, 
of  the  various  Countries,  Places,  and  Principal  Natural  Objects  in  the  World. 
New  Edition,  with  the  Statistical  Information  brought  up  to  the  latest 
returns  by  F.  Maeti^t.    4  vols.  Svo.  with  coloured  Maps,  £l  4s. 

A  GENERAL  DICTIONARY  of  GEOGRAPHY,  Descriptive,  Physical, 
Statistical,  and  Historical :  fcrminf?  a  complete  Gazetteer  of  the  World.  By 
A.  Keith  JonxsTox,  LL.D  F.R  G.S.    Revised  Edition.    Svo.  31s.  Qd. 

A  MANUAL    of   GEOGRAPHY,    Physical,  Industrial,  and    Political. 

By  W.  Hughes,  F.R.G.S.    A\  ith  6  Maps.    Fcp.  7s.  Qd. 
The  STATES  of  the  RIVER  PLATE  :  their  Industries  and  Commerce. 

By  WiLFEiD  Lathah,  Buenus  Ayres.    Second  Edition,  revised.    Svo.  12s. 

MAUNDER' S  TREASURY   of    GEOGRAPHY,    Physical,    Historical, 

Descriptive,  and  Political.  Edited  by  W.  Hughes,  F.R.G.S.  With  7  Maps 
and  16  Plates.    Fcp.  10s.  &d. 


Natural  History  and  Pajmlar  Science. 

ELEMENTARY  TREATISE  on  PHYSICS,  Experimental  and  Applied. 

Translated  and  edited  from  Gakot's  Elements  de  Pluisique  (with  the  Au- 
thor's sanction)  by  E.  Atkinso",  Ph.  D.  F.C.S.  New  Edition,  revised 
and  enlarged ;  with  a  Coloured  Plate  and  620  Woodcuts.    Post  Svo.  15s. 

The  ELEMENTS  of   PHYSICS    or    NATURAL    PHILOSOPHY.     By 

Neil  Aenott.M.D.  F.R.S.  Physician  Extraordinary  to  the  Queen.  Sixth 
Edition,  rewritten  and  completed.    Two  Parts,  Svo.  21s. 

SOUND:  a  Course  of  Eight  Lectures  delivered  at  the  Royal  Institution 
of  Great  Britain.  By  Jonx  Tyndail,  LL.D.  F.R.S.  Crown  Svo.  with 
Portrait  of  J/.  Chladni  and  169  AV'oodcuts,  price  9s. 

HEAT  CONSIDERED  as  a  MODE  of  MOTION.  By  Professor  John 
Ttxdall,  LL.D.  F.R.S.   Third  Edition.  Crown  Svo.  with  Woodcuts,  10s.  6rf. 

LIGHT :  Its  Influence  on  Life  and    Health.    By  Fokbes  Wixslow, 

M.D.  D.C.L.  Oxon.  (Hon.).    Fcp.  Svo.  6s. 
An    ESSAY    on    DEW,  and   several  Appearances  connected   with  it. 

By  AV.  C.  Wells.    Edited,  with  Annotations,  by  L.  P.  Casella,  F.R.A.S. 

and  an  Appendix  by  R.  Strachax,  F.M.S.    Svo.  5s. 

A  TREATISE  on  ELECTRICITY,  in  Theory  and  Practice.  By  A. 
De  la  Rive,  Prof,  in  the  Academy  of  Geneva.  Translated  by  C.  V.  Waxkee, 
F.R.S.    3  vols.  Svo.  with  Woodcuts,  £i  Vis. 
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The  CORRELATION  of  PHYSICAL  FORCES.  By  W.  R.  Grovk, 
Q.C.  V.P.R.S.  Fifth  Edition,  revised,  and  followed  by  a  Discourse  on  Con- 
tinuity.   Svo.  105.  Qd,    The  Discourse  on  Continuity,  separately,  2s.  6d. 

MANUAL  of  GEOLOGY.     By  S.   Haughton,  M.D.  F.R.S.     Revised 

Edition,  with  66  Woodcuts.    Fcp.  7s.  6d. 

A  GUIDE  to  GEOLOGY.  By  J.  Phillips,  M.A.  Professor  of  Geology 
in  the  University  of  Oxford.    Fifth  Edition,  with  Plates.    Fcp.  4s. 

The  STUDENT'S  MANUAL  of  ZOOLOGY  and  COMPARATIVE 
PHYSIOLOGY.  By  J.  Burjtet  Yeo,  M.B.  Resident  Medical  Tutor  and 
Lecturer  on  Animal  Physiology  in  King's  College,  London.    [Nearly  ready. 

VAN  DER  HOEVEN'S  HANDBOOK  of  ZOOLOGY.  Translated  from 
the  Second  Dutch  Edition  by  the  Rev.  W.  Claek,  M.D.  F.R.S.  2  vols.  Svo. 
with  24  Plates  of  Figures,  60s. 

Professor  OWEN'S  LECTURES  on  the  COMPARATIVE  ANATOMY 

and  Physiology  of  the  Invertebrate  Animals.    Second  Edition,  with  235 
SVoodcuts.    Svo.  21s. 

The  COMPARATIVE  ANATOMY  and  PHYSIOLOGY  of  the  VERTE- 

brate  Animals.     By  Richaed  Owe>',  F.R.S.  D.C.L.      With  1,472  Wood- 
cuts.   3  vols.  Svo.  £3  13s.  6rf. 

The  FIRST  MAN  and  HIS  PLACE  in  CREATION,  considered  on 
the  Principles  of  Common  Sense  from  a  Christian  Point  of  View.  By 
George  Mooee,  M.D.   Post  Svo.  Ss.  6d. 

The  PRIMITIVE  INHABITANTS  of  SCANDINAVIA:  containing  a 
Description  of  the  Implements,  Dwellings,  Tombs,  and  Mode  of  Living  of 
the  Savages  in  the  North  of  Europe  during  the  Stone  Age.  By  SvEX 
NiLSSON.  Translated  from  the  Tliird  Edition;  with  an  Introduction  by 
Sir  J.  LrBBOCK.    With  16  Plates  of  Figures  and  3  Woodcuts.    Svo.  18s. 

BIBLE  ANIMALS ;  being  an  Account  of  the  various  Birds,  Beasts^ 
Fishes,  and  other  Animals  mentioned  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.  By  the  Rev. 
J.  G.  Wood,  M.A.  F.L.S.  Copiously  illustrated  with  Original  Designs,  made 
under  the  Author's  superintendence  and  engraved  on  Wood.  In  course  of 
pulDlication  montldy,  to  be  completed  in  20  Parts,  price  Is.  each,  forming 
One  Volume,  uniform  with  'Homes  without  Hands.' 

HOMES  WITHOUT  HANDS:  a  Description  of  the  Habitations  of 
Animals,  classed  according  to  their  Principle  of  Construction.  By  Rev.  J. 
G.  Wood,  M.A.  F.L.S.  With  about  140  Vignettes  on  Wood  (20  full  size  of 
page).    New  Edition.    Svo.  21s. 

MANUAL  of  CORALS  and  SEA  JELLIES.  By  J.  R.  Greene,  B.A. 
Edited  by  Joseph  A.  Galbeaith,  M.A.  and  Samuel  Haughton,  M.D. 
Fcp.  with  39  Woodcuts,  5s. 

Manual  of  Sponges  and  Animalcnlse ;  with  a  General  Introduction 
on  the  Principles  of  Zoology.  By  the  same  Author  and  Editors.  Fcp.  with 
16  Woodcuts,  2s. 

Manual   of   the  Metalloids.     By  J.  Apjohn,  M.D.  F.E.S.  and  the 

same  Editors.    Revised  Edition.    Fcp.  with  38  Woodcuts,  7s.  6d. 

A  FAMILIAR  HISTORY  of  BIRDS.  By  E.  Stanley,  D.D.  F.R.S. 
late  Lord  Bishop  of  Norwich.  Seventh  Edition,  with  Woodcuts.  Fcp,  8s.  6d, 
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The  HARMONIES  of  NATURE  and  UNITY  of  CREATION.     By  Dr. 

Geokge  Hartwig.    8vo.  with  mmicrous  Illustrations,  18s, 

The  Sea  and  its  Living  Wonders.'  By  the  same  Author.  Third 
(English)  Edition,    Svo,  with  many  Illustrations,  2ls. 

The  Tropical  World.     By  the  same  Author.     With   8  Chromoxylo- 

graphs  and  172  Woodcuts.    Svo,  21s. 
The  POLAR  WORLD  ;  a  Popuhir  Description  of  Man  and  Nature  in  the 

Arctic  and  Antarctic  Rcf^ionsof  the  Globe.     By  Dr,  Gkorgk  Hartwig. 

With  8  Chromoxylographs,  o  Maps,  and  85  Woodcuts.    8vo.  21«, 

CEYLON.    By  Sir  J.  Emerson  Texnent,  K.C.S.  LL.D.    Fifth  Edition ; 

with  Maps,  &c.  and  00  Wood  EngraviuKS.    2  vols.  8vo.  £>  IQs. 
KIRBY    and    SPENCE'S    INTRODUCTION    to    ENTOMOLOGY,    or 

Elements  of  the  Natural  History  of  Insects.    7tli  Edition,    Crown  Svo.  55. 
MAUNDER' S    TREASURY   of    NATURAL    HISTORY,    or    Popular 

Dictionary  of  Zoology.     Revised  and  corrected  by  T.  S.  Cobbold,  M.D. 

Ecp.  with  900  Woodcuts.  10s,  Qd. 

The  TREASURY  of  BOTANY,  or  Popular  Dictionary  of  the  Vegetable 
Kingdom  ;  including  a  Glossary  of  Botanical  Terms.  Edited  by  J,Lindlet, 
F.R.S.  and  T.  Mooee,  F.L.S.  assisted  by  eminent  Contributors.  Pp.  1,274, 
with  27 1  AVoodcuts  and  20  Steel  Plates.    2  Parts,  fcp.  20s. 

The  ELEMENTS  of  BOTANY  for  FAMILIES  and  SCHOOLS. 
Tenth  P^dition,  revised  by  Thomas  Mooee,  F.L.S.  Fcp.  with  154  Wood- 
cuts. 2s,  Qd. 

The   ROSE   AMATEUR'S  GUIDE.      By  Thomas  Kivers.      Twelfth 

Edition.    Fcp,  4s,  [ 
The  BRITISH  FLORA;  comprising  the  Phgenogamous  or  Flowering 
Plants  and  the  Ferns,    By  Sir  W,  J,  Hooker,  K.H.  and  G.  A.  Walker- 
Arnott.  LL.D.    12mo,  with  12  Plates,  14^.  or  coloured,  21s. 

LOUDON'S  ENCYCLOPiEDIA  of  PLANTS;  comprising  the  Specific 
Character,  Description,  Culture,  History,  &c.  of  all  the  Plants  found  in 
Great  Britain.    With  upwards  of  12,000  Woodcuts.    Svo.  42s. 

MAUNDER' S    SCIENTIFIC    and    LITERARY    TREASURY.      New 

Edition,  thoroughly  revised  and  in  great  part  re-written,  with  above  1,000 
new  Articles,  by  J.  Y.  Jonxsox,  Corr.  M.Z.S.  Fcp.  10s,  Gd. 
A  DICTIONARY  of  SCIENCE,  LITERATURE,  and  ART,  Fourth 
Edition,  re-edited  by  W,  T,  Brande  (the  Author),  and  George  W.  Cox,  M,A. 
assisted  by  contributors  of  eminent  Scientific  and  Literary  Acquirements. 
'6  vols,  medium  Svo,  price  63s.  cloth. 

The  QUARTERLY  JOURNAL  of  SCIENCE.  Edited  by  James 
Samuelsox  and  William  Crookes,  F.R.S.  Publish(  d  quarterly  in 
January,  April,  July,  and  October,  Svo,  with  Illustrations,  price  5s. "each 
Number. 


Chemistry,  Medicine,  Surtjery,  and  the 
Allied  Sciences. 

A  DICTIONARY  of  CHEMISTRY  and  the  Allied  Branches  of  other 
Sciences.  By  Hexry  Watts,  F.R.S.  assisted  by  eminent  Contributors. 
Completo  in  5  vols,  medium  fevo.  £7  3s. 
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ELEMENTS  of  CHEMISTRY,  Theoretical  and  Practical.  By  William 
A.  MiLLEK,  M.D.  LL.D.  F.R.S.  F.G.S.  Prof,  of  Chemistry/King's  Coll. 
London.  3  vols.  8vo.  £3.  Paet;  I.  Ciie:vitcal  Physics,  15s.  Part  II. 
Inorganic  Chemistey,  2is.   Part  III.  Organic  Chemistry,  24*. 

A    MANUAL    of   CHEMISTRY,    Descriptive   and   Theoretical.      By 

William  Odling,  M.B.  P.R.S.    Part  I.  Svo.  9s.    Fat.t  II.  just  ready. 
A  Course  of  Practical  Chemistry,  for  the  use  of  Medical  Students. 

By  the  same  Author.    New  Edition,  with  70  Woodcuts.    Crown  Svo.  7s.  6d. 
Lectures  on  Animal  Chemistry,  delivered  at  the  Royal  College   of 

Physicians  in  1865.    By  the  same  Author.    Crown  Svo.  4s.  (3rf. 
HANDBOOK  of  CHEMICAL   ANALYSIS,    adapted  to  the  Unitary 

System  of  Notation.     By  P.  T.  Conington,  M.A.  F.C.S.    Post  Svo.  7s.  6d. 

— Conington's  Tables  of  Qual'dative  Analysis,  price  2s.  M. 

The   DIAGNOSIS,    PATHOLO&Y,  and   TREATMENT  of  DISEASES 

of  Women;  inckiding  the  Diagnosis  of  Pregnancy.    By  Graily  Hewitt, 
M.D.     Second  Edition,  enlarged ;  with  IIG  Woodcut  Illustrations.  Svo.  24s. 

LECTURES  on  the  DISEASES  of  INFANCY  and  CHILDHOOD.    By 

Charles  West,  M.D.  &c.    Fifth  Edition,  revised  and  enlarged.    Svo.  16s. 

A  SYSTEM  of  SURGERY,  Theoretical  and  Practical.  In  Treatises 
by  Various  Authors.  Edited  by  T.  Holmes,  jM.A.  &c.  Surgeon  and  Lecturer 
on  Surgery  at  St.:Gecrge's  Hospital,  and  Surgeou-in-Chief  to  the  Metro- 
politan Police.    4  vols.  Svo.  £4 13s. 

The  SURGICAL  TREATMENT  of  CHILDREN'S  DISEASES.  By 
T.  Holmes,  M.A.  &c.  late  Surgeon  to  the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children. 
Second  Edition,  with  9  Plates  and  112  Woodcuts.    Svo.  21s. 

LECTURES  on  the  PRINCIPLES  and  PRACTICE  of  PHYSIC.     By 

Sir  Thomas  Watson,  Bart.  3I.D.    New  Edition  in  preparation, 

LECTURES    on    SURGICAL    PATHOLOGY.     By   J.    Paget,  F.E.S. 

Edited  by  W.  Turner,  M.B.    New  Edition  in  preparation. 
On  CHRONIC  BRONCHITIS,  especially  as  connected  with  GOUT, 
EMPHYSEMA,   and   DISEASES    of   the   HEART.     By   E.   Headlam 
Greenhow,  M.D.  E.R.C.P.  &c.    Svo.  75.  U. 

A  TREATISE  on  the  CONTINUED  EEVER3  of  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

By  C.  MURCHISON,  M.D.    New  Edition  in  preparation. 
CLINICAL  LECTURES  on  DISEASES  of  the  LIVER,   JAUNDICE, 

and  ABDOMINAL  DROPSY.    By  Charles  Murchison,  M.D.    Post  Svo. 

with  25  Woodcuts,  10s.  <od. 
ANATOMY,    DESCRIPTIVE    and    SURGICAL.      By   Henry   Gray, 

P.R.S.    With  410  Wood  Engravings  from  Dissections.    NeWjEdition,  by 

T.  Holmes,  M.A.  Cantab.    Eoya!  Svo.  28s. 

The  THEORY  of  OCULAR  DEFECTS  and  of  SPECTACLES.  Trans- 
lated from  the  German  of  Dr.  H.  Sciieffler  by  li.  B.  Carter,  E.R.C.S. 
With  Prefatory  Notes  and  a  Chapter  of  Practical  Instructions.  Post  Svo. 
7s.  Qd. 

OUTLINES  of  PHYSIOLOGY,  Human  and  Compa -ative.  By  John 
Marshall,  F.R.C.S.  S\u-geon  to  the  University  College  Hospital.  2  vols, 
crown  Svo.  with  122  Woodcuts,  32s. 
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ESSAYS  on  PHYSIOLOGICAL  SUBJECTS.     By  Gilbert  W.  Child, 

M.D.  E.L.S.  F.C.S.  of  Exeter  College,  Oxford.    Svo.  5.9. 

PHYSIOLOGICAL  ANATOMY  and  PHYSIOLOGY  of  MAN.  By  the 
late  R.  B.  Todd,  M.D.  F.R.S,  and  W.  Bowmax,  F.R.S.  of  King's  College. 
With  numerous  Illustrations.    Vol.  II.  Svo,  25.9. 

Vol.  I.  Now  Edition  by  Dr.  Lionel  S.  Beale,  F.R.S.  in  course  of  publi- 
cation ;  Paut  I.  with  8  Plates,  7s.  Crf. 

COPLAND'S  DICTIONARY  of  PRACTICAL  MEDICINE,  abridged 
from  the  larp:er  work  and  throughout  brought  down  to  the  present  State 
of  Medical  Science.     Svo.  30s. 

The  WORKS    of   SIR    B.  C.  BRODIE,  Bart,  collected  and  arranged 

by  Charles  Hawkins,  F.R.C.S.E.    3  vols.  Svo.  with  Medallion  and  Fac- 
simile, -ISs. 

On  ANILINE  and  its  DERIVATIVES :  a  Treatise  on  the  Manufac- 
ture of  Aniline  and  Aniline  Colours.  By  M.  Reimaxx,  Ph.D.  L.A.M.  To 
which  is  added  tlio  Report  on  the  Colourins;  Matters  derived  from  Coal 
Tar  shewn  at  the  French  Exhibition  of  1867.  Edited  by  William  Crookes, 
F.R.S.    With  5  Woodcuts.    Svo.  10s.  U. 

A  MANUAL  of  MATERIA  MEDICA  and  THERAPEUTICS,  abridged 
from  Dr.  Pereir a's  Elements  by  F.  J.  Faere,  M.D.  assisted  by  R.  Bentlet, 
M.R.C.S.  and  by  R.  Waringtok,  F.R.S.    Svo.  with  90  Woodcuts,  21s. 

THOMSON'S    CONSPECTUS    of    the   BRITISH   PHARMACOPEIA. 

25th  Edition,  corrected  by  E.  Lloyd  Birkett,  M.D.    ISmo.  price  6s. 

MANUAL  of  the  DOMESTIC  PRACTICE  of  MEDICINE.     By  W.  B. 

Kesteven,  F.R.C.S.E.     Third  Edition,  revised,  with  Additions.    Fcp.  5s. 

GYMNASTS  and  GYMNASTICS.  By  Johx  H.  Howard,  late  Pro^ 
fessor  of  Gymnastics,  Oomra.  Coll.  Ripponden.  Second  Edition,  revised 
and  enlarged,  with  135  "Woodcuts.    Crown  Svo.  10s.  Gd. 


T7ie  Fine  Arts,  and  Illustrated  Editions. 

MATERIALS  for  a  HISTORY  of  OIL  PAINTING.  By  Sir  Charlt: s 
Locke  Eastlake,  sometime  President  of  the  Royal  Academy.  Vol.  II. 
Svo.  149. 

HALF-HOUR  LECTURES  on  the  HISTORY  and  PRACTICE  of  the 

Fine  and  Ornamental  Arts.    By  William  B.  Scott.    New  Edition,  revised 
by  the  Author ;  with  5ii  AVoodcuts.    Crown  Svo.  8s.  ijd. 

LECTURES  on  the  HISTORY  of  MODERN  MUSIC,  delivered  at  the 
Royal  Institution.  By  Jonx  Hullah.  First  CorRSE,  with  Chro- 
nolnerical  Tables,  jiost  Svo.  6s.  Gr/.  Second  Course,  on  the  Transition 
Period,  with  tO  Specimens,  Svo.  16s. 

SIX  LECTURES  on  HARMONY,  delivered  at  the  Eoyal  In.stitutiou 
of  Great  Britain  in  the  Year  1<67.  By  G.  A.  ^Iacfarrex.  With  nume- 
rous engraved  3Iusical  Examples  and  Specimens.    Svo.  10s.  Gd. 

The  CHORALE  BOOK  for  ENGLAND:  the  Hymns  translated  by 
Sliss  C.  AViNKWORTH ;  the  tunes  arranged  by  Prof.  W.  S.  BEJrxETT  and 
Otto  Goldschmidt.    Fcp.  4to.  12s.  6d. 

Congregational  Edition.     Fcp.  2*. 
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SACRED  MUSIC  for  FAMILY  USE ;  a  Selection  of  Pieces  for  One, 
Two,  or  more  Voices,  from  the  best  Composers,  Foreign  and  English. 
Edited  by  Jonx  Hullah.    1  vol.  music  folio,  price  21s. 

The  NEW  TESTAMENT,  illustrated  with  Wood  Engravings  after  the 
Early  Masters,  chiefly  of  the  Italian  School.  Crown  4to.  63s.  cloth,  gilt  top  ; 
or  £5  5s.  elegantly  bound  in  morocco. 

LYEA  GERMANICA  ;  the  Christian  Year.  Translated  by  Catherine 
WiyKWOHTH;  with  125^  Illustrations  on  Wood  drawn  by  J.  Leighion, 
E.S.A.    4to.  2ls. 

LYRA  GERMANICA  ;  the  Christian  Life.     Ti-anslated  by  CATHERrsE 

WiNKWORTii :  with  about  200  Woodcut  Illustrations  by  J.  Leighiox,  E.S.A. 
and  other  Artists.    4to.  21s. 

The  LIFE  of  MAN  SYMBOLISED  by  the   MONTHS  of  the  YEAR. 

Text  selected  by  R.  Pigot  ;  Illustrations  on  Wood  from  Original  Designs  by 
J.  Leighto>%  F.S.A.    4to.  42s. 

CATS'  and  FARLIE'S  MORAL  EMBLEMS  ;  with  Aphorisms,  Adages, 
and  Proverbs  of  all  Nations.  121  Illustrations  on  Wood  by  J.  Leighton, 
E.S.A.  Text  selected  by  R.  Pigot.    Imperial  8vo.  31s.  Qd. 

SHAKESPEARE'S  MIDSUMMER  NIGHT'S  DREAM,  illustrated 
with  24  Silhouettes  or  Shadow-Pictures  by  P.  Koxewka,  engraved  on  Wood 
by  A.  Vogel.    Folio,  31s.  6d. 

SHAKSPEARE'S  SENTIMENTS  and  SIMILES,  printed  in  Black  and 
Gold,  and  Jllurainated  in  the  Missal  Style  by  Hexey  Noel  HuiiPHRETS. 
Square  post  8vo.  21s. 

SACRED  and  LEGENDARY  ART.      By  Mrs.  Jameson. 

Legends    of    the    Saints    and    Martyrs.       Fifth  Edition,    with   19 

Etchings  and  187  Woodcuts.    2  vols,  square  crown  8vo.  31s.  Gd. 
Legends  of  the  Monastic  Orders.     Third   Edition,  with  11  Etchings 

and  88  W^oodcuts.    1  vol.  square  crown  8vo.  21s. 
Legends  of  the  Madonna.     Third  Edition,  with  27  Etchings  and  165 

AVoodcuts.    1  vol.  square  crown  8vo.  21s. 
The  History  of  Our  Lord,  with  that  of  his  Types  and  Precursors. 

Completed  by  Lady  Eastlake.     Revised  Edition'  with  31  Etchings  and 

281  Woodcuts.    2  vols,  square  crown  8vo.  42s. 


Arts,  Manufactures,  &c. 


DRAWING  from  NATURE.  By  George  Barnard,  Professor  of 
Drawing  at  Rugby  School.  With  18  Lithographic  Plates,  and  108  Wood 
Engravings.  Imperial  8vo.  price  25s.  Or  in  Three  Parts,  royal  8vo.  7s.  &d. 
each. 

GWILT'S  ENCYCLOPEDIA  of  ARCHITECTURE,  with  above  1,100 
Engravings  on  Wood.  Fifth  Edition,  revised  and  enlarged  by  AVyatt 
Papworth.  Additionally  illustrated  with  nearly  400  Wood  Engravings  by 
O.  Jewitt,  and  more  than  100  other  new  Woodcuts.    Svo.  52s.  Qd, 
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ITALIAN  SCULPTORS  ;  being  a  History  of  Sculpture  in  Nortliern, 
Southern,  and  Eastern  Italy,  Ey  C.  C.  Pehkins,  AVith  ZQ  Etchings  and 
13  Wood  Engravinjrs.    liuijcrial  Svo.  4>is. 

TUSCAN  SCULPTORS,  their  Lives,  Works,  and  Times.  With  45 
Etchings  and  28  Woodcuts  from  Original  Drawings  and  Photographs,  liy 
tlie  same  Author.    2  vols,  imperial  Svo.  63s. 

ORIGINAL  DESIGNS  for  WOOD-CARVING,  with  PRACTICAL  IN- 

structioiis  in  the  Art.    By  A.  F.  B.    "With  20  Plates  of  Illustrations  engraved 

on  Wood.    4to.  18«. 
HINTS  on  HOUSEHOLD  TASTE  in  FURNITURE,   UPHOLSTERY, 

and  other  Di'tails.    Hy  Ciiarles  L.    Eastlake,   Architect.     With  about 

90  Illustrations.    Sriuare  crown  Svo.  18s. 
The    ENGINEER'S    HANDBOOK;  explaining   the   Principles   which 

should  guide  the  Young  Engineer  in  the  Construction  of  Machinery.    By 

C.  S.  Lowndes.    Post  Svo.  5s. 
The    ELEMENTS   of  MECHANISM.      By   T.   M.   Goodeve,    M.A. 

Professor  of  Mechanics  at  the  R..  M.  Acad.  Woolwich.    Second  Edition, 

with  217  Woodcuts.    Post  Svo.  6s.  Gel. 

LATHES  and  TURNING,  Simple,  Mechanical,  and  ORNAMENTAL. 

By  W.  Henry  Nortiicott.  With  about  210  Illustrations  on.  Steel  and 
AVood.    Svo.  18s. 

URE'S    DICTIONARY  of  ARTS,    MANUFACTURES,    and    MINES. 

Sixth  Edition,  chit  fly  rewritten  and  greatly  enlarged  by  Robert  Hunt, 
P.R.S.  assiste(f  by  numerous  Contributors  eminent  in  Science  and  the  Arts, 
and  familiar  wv-h  Maunfactures.  With  above  2,000  Woodcuts.  3  vols,  me- 
dium Svo.  price  £4  ll^s.  Qd. 

HANDBOOK  of  PRft^CTICAL  TELEGRAPHY,  published  T^ith  the 
sanction  of  the  Chairman  and  Directors  of  the  Electric  and  International 
Telegraph  Company,  and  adopted  by  the  Department  of  Telegraphs  for 
India.    By  R.  S.  Culley.    Third  Edition.    Svo.  1  -Is.  Qd. 

ENCYCLOPEDIA  of  CIVIL  ENGINEERING,  Historical,  Theoretical, 
and  Practical.    By  E.  Ceesy,  C.E.    With  above  3,000  Woodcuts.    Svo.  42s. 

TREATISE  on  MILLS  and  MILLWORK.     By  W.  Fairbairn,  C.E. 

Second  Edition,  with  18  Plates  and  322  Woodcuts.    2  vols.  Svo.  32s. 
Useful  Information  for  Engineers.     By  the  same  Author.     First, 

Second,  and  Third  Series,  with  many  Plates  and  Woodcuts.     3  vols. 

crown  Svo.  10s.  t>a.  each. 
The  Application  of  Cast  and  Wrought  Iron  to  Building  Purposes. 

Ey  the  same  Author.  Third  Edition,  with  6  Plates  and  118  Woodcuts.  Svo.  16s. 

IRON  SHIP  BUILDING,  its  History  and  Progress,  as  comprised  in  a 

Series  of  Experimental  Researches.   By  the  same  Author.   With  4  Plates  and 

130  Woodcuts,    svo.  ISs. 
A  TREATISE  on  the  STEAM  ENGINE,  in  its  various  Applications 

to  Mines,  Mills,  Steam  Navigation,  Railwaysand  Agriculture.  By  J.  Bourne, 

C.E.   Eighth  Edition  :  with  Portrait,  37  Plates,  and  546  Woodcuts.    4to.  42s. 
Catechism    of    the    Steam   Engine,  in    its   various  Applications   to 

Mines,  Mills,  Steam  Navigation,   Railways,  and  Agriculture.    By  the  same 

Author.    With  89  Woodcuts.    Fcp.  6s. 
Handbook  of  the  Steam  Engine.     By  the  same  Author,  forming  a 

Key  to  the  Catechism  of  the  Steam  Engine,  with  67  Woodcuts.    Fcp.  9s. 
c 
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A  TREATISE  on  the  SCREW  PROPELLER,  SCREW  VESSELS,  and 

Screw  Engines,  as  adapted  for  purposes  of  Peace  and  War ;  with  Notices 
of  other  Methods  of  Pro])ulsion,  Tables  of  the  Dimensions  and  Performance 
of  Screw  Steamers,  and  detailed  Siieciflcations  of  Ships  and  Engines.  By 
J.  BouE>'E,  C.E.   Third  Edition,  with  54  Plates  and  287  Wi'odcuts.  4to,  63s. 

EXAMPLES  of  MODERN  STEAM,    AIR,  and    GAS    ENGINES   of 

the  most  Approved  Types,  as  employed  for  Pumping,  for  Driving  Machinery, 
for  Locomotion,  and  for  Agriculture,  minutely  and  practically  described. 
Illustrated  by  Working  Drawings,  and  embodyinir  a  Critical  Account  of  all 
Projects  of  Recent  Improvement  in  Furnaces,  Boilers,  and  Engines.  By 
the  same  Author.  In  course  of  publication  monthly,  to  be  completed  in  24 
Parts,  price  2s.  Gd.  each,  forming  One  volume  4to.  with  about  50  Plates  and 
•400  Woodcuts. 

A  HISTORY  of  the    MACHINE- WROUGHT    HOSIERY  and   LACE 

Manufactures.  By  William  Felkix,  F.L.S.  F.S.S.  Pcoyal  8vo.  21s. 
PRACTICAL  TREATISE  on  METALLURGY,  adapted  from  the  last 
German  Edition  of  Professor  Keel's  Metallurgy  by  W.Ckookes,F.R.S.  &c. 
and  E.  Rohrig,  Ph.D.  M.E.  Vol.  I.  comprising  Lead,  Silver,  Zinc, 
Cadmium,  Tin,  Mercury,  Bismuth,  Antimony,  Nickel,  Arsenic,  Gold, 
Platinum,  and  Sulphur.    Svo.  with  207  Woodcuts,  31s.  Qd. 

MITCHELL'S  MANUAL  of  PRACTICAL  ASSAYING.  Third  Edi- 
tion, for  the  most  part  re-written,  with  all  the  recent  Discoveries  incor- 
porated, by  W.  Ceookes,  F.R.S.    With  188  Woodcuts.    8vo.  28s. 

The  ART  of  PERFUMERY ;  the  History  and  Theory  of  Odours,  and 
the  Methods  of  Extracting  the  Aromas  of  Plants.  By  Dr.  Piesse,  F.C.S. 
Third  Edition,  with  53  Woodcuts.    Crown  Svo.  lOs.  6d. 

Chemical,  Natural,  and  Physical  Mag-ic,  for  Juveniles  during  the 
Holidays.  By  the  same  Author,  Third  Edition,  with  38  Woodcuts.    Fcp.  6s. 

LOUDON'S  ENCYCLOPEDIA  of  AGRICULTURE:  comprising  the 
Laying-out,  Improvement,  and  Management  of  Landed  Property,  and  the 
Cultivation  and  Economy  of  the  Productions  of  Agriculture.  With  1,100 
Woodcuts.    Svo.  31s.  6c/. 

Loudon's  Encylopaedia  of  Gardening :  comprising  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Horticulture,  Floriculture,  Arboriculture,  and  Landscape  Gar- 
dening.   With  1,000  Woodcuts.    Svo.  31s.  6d. 

BAYLDON'S  ART  of  VALUING  RENTS  and  TILLAGES,  and  Claims 
of  Tenants  upon  Quitting  Farms,  both  at  Michaelmas  and  Lady-Day. 
Eighth  Edition,  revised  by  J.  C.  Moetox.    Svo.  10s.  6d. 


Beligious  and  Moral  Works. 

An  EXPOSITION  of  the  39  ARTICLES,  Historical  and  Doctrinal. 
By  E.  Haeold  Beowne,  D.D.  Lord  Bishop  of  Ely.    Seventh  Edit.  Svo.  16s. 

ARCHBISHOP  LEIGHTOKS  SERMONS  and  CHARGES.  With 
Additions  and  Corrections  from  MSS.  and  with  Historical  and  other  Illus- 
trative Notes  by  William  West,  Incumbent  of  S.  Columba's,  Nairn. 
Svo.  15s. 

The  ACTS  of  the  APOSTLES ;  with  a  Commentary,  and  Practical  and 
Devotional  Suggestions  for  Readers  and  Students  of  the  English  Bible.  By 
the  Rev.  F.  C.  Cook,  3LA.  Canon  of  Exeter,  &c.   New  Edition.  Svo.  12s.  Qd. 
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The  LIFE  and  EPISTLES  of  ST.  PAUL.  By  W.  J.  Conybeare, 
M.A.  late  Fellow  of  Trin.  Coll.Cantab.  and  the  Very  R.  v.  J.  S.  Howsox,  D.D. 
Dean  of  Chester. 

LiBEAEY  Edition,  with  all  the  Original  Illustrations,  3Iaps,  Landscapes 
on  Steel,  Woodcuts,  &c.    2  vols.  4to.  iSs. 

Intermediate  Edition,  with  a  Selection  of  Maps,  Plates,  and  Woodcuts. 
2  vols,  square  crown  Svo.  ols.  &d. 

People's  Edition,  revised  and  condensed,  with  46  Illustrations  and 
Maps.    2  vols,  crown  Svo.  12*. 

The  VOYAGE  and  SHIPWRECK  of  ST.  PAUL;  with  Dissertations 
on  the  Life  and  \Yritinfrs  of  St.  Luko  and  the  Ships  and  Navijration  of  the 
Ancients.     By  James  Smith,  F.R.S.    Third  Edition.    Crown  Svo.  10s.  6d. 

The  NATIONAL  CHURCH;  HISTORY  and  PRINCIPLES  of  the 
CHURCH  POLITY  of  ENGLAND.  Ey  D.  Mountfield,  M.A.  Rector 
of  Newport,  Salop.    Crown  Svo.  4^. 

EVIDENCE  of  the  TRUTH  of  the  CHRISTIAN  RELIGION  derived 

from  the  Literal  FuHilment  of  Prophecy.  By  Alexander  Keith,  D.D. 
37th  Edition,  with  riumerous  Plates,  in  square  Svo.  12s.  tid. ;  also  the  39th 
Edition,  in  post  Svo.  with  5  Plates,  6s. 

The  HISTORY  and  DESTINY  of  the  WORLD  and  of  the  CHURCH. 

a<'cording  to  Scripture.  By  the  same  Author.  Square  Svo.  with  40 
Illustrations,  10s. 

A  CRITICAL  and  GRAMMATICAL  COMMENTARY  on  ST.  PAUL'S 

Epi!>tles.    By  C.  J.  Ellicott,  D.D.  Lord  Bishop  of  Gloucester  &  Bristol.  Svo. 

Galatians,  Fourth  Edition,  85.  6d. 

Ephesians,  Fourth  Edition,  85.  6d. 

Pastoral  Epistles,  Fourth  Edition,  10s.  6c?. 

Philippians,  Colossians,  and  Philemon,  Third  Edition,  lOs.  6d. 

Thessalonians,  Third  Edition,  7s.  6d. 

Historical  Lectures  on  the  Life  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ :  being  the 

Hulsean  Lectures  for  1S59.    By  the  same  Author.    Fourth  Edition.    Svo. 

price  10s.  6d. 

An  INTRODUCTION  to   the  STUDY   of    the   NEW  TESTAMENT, 

Critical,  E^cegetical,  and  Theological.  By  the  Rev.  S.  Davidson,  D.D. 
LL.U.    2  vols.  Svo.  30s. 

Rev.  T.  H.  HORNE'S    INTRODUCTION   to    the  CRITICAL  STUDY 

and  Knowlcdire  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Twelfth  Edition,  as  last  revised 
throughout  and  brought  up  to  the  existing  state  of  Biblical  Knowledge 
under  careful  Editorial  revision.  With  4  Maps  and  22  Woodcuts  and  Fac- 
similes.   4  vols.  Svo.  42s. 

Rev.  T.  H.  Home's  Compendious  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  the 

Bible,  being  an  Analysis  of  the  larger  work  by  the  same  Author.  Re-edited 
by  the  Rev.  John  Ayre.  M.A.    With  Maps,  &c.    Post  Svo.    6s. 

EWALD'S  HISTORY  of  ISRAEL  to  the  DEATH  of  MOSES.  Trans- 
lated from  theGcruian.  Edit.  d.  with  a  Preface  and  an  Appendix,  by  Russell 
Martineau,  M.A.  Prof,  of  Hebrew  in  Manchester  New  Coll.  London. 
Second  Edition,  continued  to  the  commencL'ment  of  the  jMonarchy.  2  vols. 
Svo.  24s.  Vol.  II.  comprising  Joshua  and  Judges,  for  Purchasers  of  the 
First  Edition,  9s. 
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The  TREASTJEY  of  BIBLE  KNOWLEDGE;  being  a  Dictionary  of  the 
Books,  Persons,  Places,  Events,  and  other  matters  of  which  mention  is  made 
in  Holy  Scriptui-e.  By  Rev.  J.  Atee,  M.A.  "With  Maps.  16  Plates,  and 
numerous  Woodcuts.    Fcp.  10s.  6d. 

The  GREEK  TESTAMENT;  with  Notes,  Grammatical  and  Exegetical. 
By  the  Rev.  "W.  Webster,  M.A.  and  the  Rev.  W.  P.  "Wilkinson,  M.A. 

2  vols.  8vo.  £2  is. 
Vol.  I.  the  Gospels  and  Acts,  205. 
Vol.  II.  the  Epistles  and  Apocalypse,  24?. 

The  CHURCHMAN'S  DAILY  REMEMBRANCER  of  DOCTRINE 
and  DUTY :  consisting;  of  Meditations  taken  from  the  "Writings  of  Standard 
Divines  from  the  Early  Days  of  Christianity  to  the  Present  Time;  with  a 
Preface  by  W.  R.  Fee:h1ntle,  M.A.    New  Edition.    Fcp.  8vo.  6?. 

EVERY-DAY  SCRIPTURE  DIFFICULTIES  explained  and  illustrated. 
By  J.  E.  Prescott,  M.A.  Vol.  I.  Matthew  and  MarJc;  Vol.  II.  Luke  and 
John.    2  vols.  8vo.  9s.  each. 

The  PENTATEUCH  and  BOOK  of  JOSHUA  CRITICALLY  EXAMINED. 

By  the  Right  Rev.  J.  "W.  Colenso,  D.D.  Lord  Bishop  of  Natal.  People's 
Edition,  in  1  vol.  crown  8vo.  Gs.  or  in  5  Parts,  Is.  each. 

The  CHURCH  and  the  WORLD  :  Three  Series  of  Essays  on  Questions 
of  the  Day,  By  Various  Writers.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  Oebt  Shipley, 
M.A.  First  Series,  Third  Edition,  15s.  Second  Series,  Seiond  Edition, 
15s.  Third  Series,  1868,  price  15s.    3  vols.  Svo.  45s. 

The  FORMATION  of  CHRISTENDOM.     By  T.  W.  Allies.    Parts  I. 

and  II.  Svo.  price  12s.  each  Part. 

ENGLAND  and  CHRISTENDOM.  By  Aeciicishop  Manning,  D.D. 
Post  8vo.  price  10s.  Gd. 

CHRISTENDOM'S  DIVISIONS,  Part  I.,  a  Philosophlccil  Sketch  of 
the  Divisions  of  the  Christian  Family  in  East  and  West.  By  Edmund  S. 
Fpoulkes.     Post  8vo.  price  7s.  6d. 

Christendom's  Divisions,  Part  II.  Greeks  and  Latins,  being  a  His- 
tory of  their  Dissensions  and  Overtures  for  Peace  down  to  the  Reformation. 
By\he  same  Author.    Post  Svo,  15s. 

The  "WOM^N  BLESSED  hy  ALL    GENERATIONS;    or,    Mary  the 

Object  of  Veneration,  Confidence,  and  Imitation  to  all  Christians.  By  the 
Rev.  R.  Melia,  D.D,  P.S.M,     With  78  Illustrations.    Svo.  15s. 

LIFE    of   the    BLESSED    VIRGIN;    the   FEMALL    GLORY.       By 

Anthony  Stafford.  Together  with  the  Apology  of  the  Author,  and  an 
Essay  on  the  Cultus  cf  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary.  Fourth  Edition,  with 
Facsimiles  of  the  5  Original  Illustrations,  Edited  by  the  Rev,  Orsy 
Shipley,  M.A.    Fcp.  Svo.  10s.  6f7. 

CELEBRATED  SANCTUARIES  of  the  MADONNA.     By  the  Rev.  J. 

Spencer  Northcote,  D.D.    Post  Svo,  Qs.  Qd. 
The  HIDDEN  WISDOM  of  CHRIST  and  the  KEY  of  KNOWLEDGE  ; 

or.  History  of  the  Apocrypha,    By  Ernest  De  Bunsen,    2  vols,  Svo,  28s. 
The  KEYS  of  ST.  PETER ;  or,  the  House  of  Rechah,  connected  with 

the  Hist'  ry  of  Symbolism  and  Idolatry.    By  the  same  Author.    Svo.  14s. 
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The  TYPES  of  GENESIS,  briefly  considered  as  Revealing  the 
Development  of  Human  Nature.  By  Andrew  Jukes.  Second  Edition. 
Crowu  8vo.  7s.  Qd. 

The  Second  Death   and  the  Restitution  of  All  Things,  with  some 

Preliminary  Remarks  un  the  Nature  and  Inspiration  of  Holy  Scripture. 
By  the  same  Author,     Second  Edition.    Crown  8vo.  3s.  Gd. 

ESSAYS  and  REVIEWS.     By  the  Rev.  W.  Temple,  D.D.  the  Rev. 

R.  AViLLiAMS,  B.D.  the  Rev.  B.  Powell,  M.A.  the  Rev.  H.  B.  Wilson, 
B.D.  C.  W.  Goodwin,  M.A.  the  Rev.  M.  Patiison,  B.D.  and  the  Rev.  B. 
JowETT,  M.A.    Twelfth  Edition.    Fcp.  8vo.  55. 

The  POWER  of  the  SOUL  over  the  BODY.  By  George  Moore, 
M.D.  M.R.C.P.L.  &c.    Sixth  Edition.    Crown  8vo.  8s.  U. 

PASSING  THOUGHTS  on  RELIGION.     By  Elizabeth  M.  Sewell, 

Author  of '  Amy  Herbert.'    New  Edition.    Fcp.  Svo.  5s. 
Self-Examination  before  Confirmation.     By  the  same  Author.    32mo. 

price  Is.  Qd. 
Readings  for  a  Month  Preparatory  to  Confirmation,  from  Writers 

of  the  Early  and  English  Cliurch.    By  tlie  same  Author.    Fcp.  4^. 
Readings  for  Every  Day  in  Lent,  compiled   from   the  Writings    of 

Bishop  Jeeemt  Taylok.    By  the  same  Author.    Fcp.  os. 

Preparation  for  the  Holy  Communion ;  the  Devotions  chiefly  from 
the  works  of  Jeeemt  Tatloe.    By  the  same.    32mo.  3s. 

PRINCIPLES  of  EDUCATION  Drawn  from  Nature  and  Revelation, 
and  applied  to  Female  Education  in  the  Upper  Classes.  By  the  Author 
of  '  Amy  Herbert.'    2  vols.  fcp.  12s.  Qd. 

The  WIFE'S  MANUAL;  or,  Prayers,  Thoughts,  and  Songs  on  Several 
Occasions  of  a  Matron's  Life.  By  the  Rev.  W.  Calveet,  M.A.  Crown  Svo. 
price  10s.  Qd. 

SINGERS  and  SONGS  of  the  CHURCH  :  being  Biographical  Sketches 
of  the  Hymn-Writers  in  all  the  principal  Colli'ctions;  with  Notes  on  their 
Psalms  and  Hymns.  By  Josiah  Millee,  M.A.  New  Edition,  enlarsred. 
Crown  Svo.  \_Nearly  ready. 

*  SPIRITUAL  SONGS '  for  the  SUNDAYS  and  HOLIDAYS  through- 
out the  Year.  By  .1.  S.B.  Monsell,  LL.D.  Yicar  of  Egham  and  Rural  Dean. 
Fourth  Edition,  Sixth  Thousand.    Fcp.  4s.  Gd. 

The  Beatitudes :  Abasement  before  God  ;  Sorrow  for  Sin  ;  Meekness 
of  Spirit;  Desire  for  Holiness;  Gentleness;  Purity  of  Heart;  the  Peace- 
makers ;  Sufferings  for  Christ.    By  the  same.    Third  Edition.    Fcp.  3s.  6d. 

His  PRESENCE— not  his  MEMORY,  1855.     By  the  same  Author, 

in  Memory  of  his  Son.    Sixth  Edition.    IGmo.  Is. 

LYRA  DOMESTICA;  Christian  Songs  for  Domestic  Edification. 
Translated  from  the  Pmlterj/  and  Harp  of  C.  J.  P.  Spitta,  and  from  other 
sources,  by  Richaed  Massie.   Fiest  and  Second  Seeies,  fcp.  is.  6d.  each. 

LYRA  GERMANICA,  translated  from  the  German  by  Miss  C.  Wink- 
WOETH.  FiEST  Seeies,  Hjmms  for  the  Sundays  and  Chief  Festivals. 
Second  Seeies,  the  Christian  Life.    Fcp.  3s.  Qd.  each  Series. 
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lYEA  EXTCHARISTICA ;  Hymns  and  Verses  on  the  Holy  Communion, 
Ancient  and  Modem :  with  other  Poems.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  Oeby  Ship- 
lET,  M.A.    Second  Edition.    Pep.  7s.  Qd. 

Lyra  Messianica ;  Hymns  and  Verses  on  the  Life  of  Christ,  Ancient 
and  Modern ;  with  other  Poems,  By  the  same  Editor.  Second  Edition, 
altered  and  enlarged.    Pep.  7s.  6d. 

Lyra  Mystica ;  Hymns  and  Verses  on  Sacred  Subjects,  Ancient  and 
Modern.    By  the  same  Editor.    Pep.  7s.  Gd. 

ENDEAVOURS  after  the  CHRISTIAN  LIFE:  Discourses.  By 
James  Maktixeau.  Pourth  and  cheaper  Edition,  carefully  revised;  the 
Two  Series  complete  in  One  Volume.    Post  8vo.  7s.  6d. 

WHATELY'S    Introductory  Lessons  on  the   Christian  Evidences. 

ISmo.  6d. 
INTRODUCTORY     LESSONS    on    the     HISTORY  .of    RELIGIOUS 

"Worship ;   being  a  Sequel  to  th'-  '  Lessons  on  Christian  E^^.dences.'    By 
E.ICHAED  Whatelt.  D.D.    Xew  Edition.    ISmo.  '2s.  6d. 
BISHOP    JEREMY    TAYLOR'S    ENTIRE   WORKS.    With  Life    by 
Bishop  Heber.    Revised  and  corrected  by  the  Rev.  C.  P.  Eden,  10  vols, 
price  £5  5s. 


Travels,   Voyages,  &c. 

SIX  MONTHS  in  INDIA.  By  Mart  Carpenter.  2  vols,  post  8vo. 
with  Portrait,  185. 

NARRATIVE  of  the  EUPHRATES  EXPEDITION  carried  on  by 
Order  of  the  British  Government  during  the  years  1835,  1836.  and  1837. 
By  General  P.  R.  Chesnet,  F.R.S.  With  2  Maps,  45  Plates,  and  16  Wood- 
cuts.   8vo.  24s. 

The  NORTH-WEST  PENINSULA  of  ICELAND  ;  being  the  Journal 
of  a  Tour  in  Iceland  in  the  Summer  of  1862.  By  C.  W.  Shepherd,  M.A. 
P.Z.S.    With  a  Map  and  Two  Illustrations.    Pep.  Svo.  7s.  <od. 

PICTURES  in  TYROL  and  Elsewhere.  From  a  Family  Sketch-Book. 
By  the  Authoress  of  '  A  Voyage  eu  Zigzag,'  &c.  Second  Edition.  Small  4to. 
with  numerous  Illustrations,"21.5. 

HOW  WE  SPENT  the  SUMMER;  or,  a  Voyage  en  Zigzag  in  Switzer- 
land and  Tyrol  mth  some  Members  of  the  Alpixe  Club.  Prom  the  Sketch- 
Book  of  one  of  the  Party.    In  oblong  4to.  with  300  Illustrations,  15s. 

BEATEN  TRACKS ;  or,  Pen  and  Pencil  Sketches  in  Italy.  By  the 
Authoress  of  '  A  Voyage  en  Zigzag.'  With  42  Plates,  containing  about  200 
Sketches  from  Drawings  made  on  the  Spot.    Svo.  165. 

MAP  of  the  CHAIN  of  MONT  BLANC,  from  an  actual  Survey  in 
1863—1864.  By  A.  Adams-Reillt,  F.R.G.S.  M.A.C.  PubUshed  under  the 
Authority  of  the  Alpine  Club.  lu  Chromolithography  on  extra  stout 
drawing-paper  2Sin.  x  I7in.  price  10s.  or  mounted  on  canvas  in  a  folding 
case,  12s.  6d, 

HISTORY  of  DISCOVERY  in  our  AUSTRALASIAN  COLONIES, 
Australia,  Tasmania,  and  Xew  Zealand,  from  the  Earliest  Date  to  the 
Present  Day.   By  William  Howitt.   2  vols.  Svo.  with  3  Maps,  20s. 
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The  CAPITAL  of  the  TYCOON ;  a  Narrative  of  a  Three  Years'  Resi- 
dence in  Japan.  By  Sir  Rutheefoed  Axcocjc,  K.C.B.  2  vols.  8vo.  with 
numerous  Illustrations,  42*. 

The  DOLOMITE  MOUNTAINS  ;  Excursions  through  Tyrol,  Carinthia, 
Cariiiola,  and  Friuli,  1861-1S63.  By  J.  Gilbert  and  G.  C  Chuechill, 
F.R.G.S.    With  numerous  Illustrations.    Square  crown  Svo.  21s. 

GUIDE  to  the  PYRENEES,  for  the  use  of  Mountaineers.  By 
Chaeles  Packe.    2d  Edition,  with  Map  and  Illustrations.    Cr.  Svo.  7s.  6d. 

The  ALPINE  GUIDE.  By  John  Ball,  M.R.I.A.  late  President  of 
the  Alpine  Club.    3  vols,  post  Svo.  with  Maps  and  other  Illustrations  :— 

Guide  to  the  Eastern  Alps,  price  10s.  6d. 

Guide  to  the  Western  Alps,  including  Mont  Blanc,  Monte  Rosa, 
Zermatt,  &c.    Price  Gs.  6d. 

Guide  to  the  Central  Alps,  including  all  the  Oberland  District.    7s.  6d. 

Introduction  on  Alpine  Travelling  in  General,  and  on  the  Geology 

of  the  Alps,  price  Is,  Each  of  the  Three  Volumes  or  Parts  of  the  Alpine 
Guide  may  be  had  with  this  Ixtkoduction  prefixed,  price  Is.  extra. 

NARRATIVES  of  SHIPWRECKS  of  the  ROYAL  NAVY  between  1793 
and  1857,  compiled  from  Official  Documents  in  the  Admiralty  by  W.  O.  S. 
GiLLT;  with  a  Preface  by  "W.  S.  Gillt,  D.D.    Third  Edition.    Fcp.  5s.  ' 

TRAVELS  in    ABYSSINIA   and  the  GALLA    COUNTRY;    with  an 

Account  of  a  Mission  to  Ras  Ali  in  184^.  Prom  theMSS,  of  thelateWALTEK 
Chichele  Plowdex,  H  er  Britannic  Mnjesty's  Consul  in  Abyssinia.  Edited 
by  his  Brother  Teevoe  Chichele  Plowdex.    With  Two  Maps.    Svo.  18s. 

MEMORIALS  of  LONDON  and  LONDON    LIFE  in  the   i:  th,  14th, 

and  15th  Centuries  ;  being  a  Series  of  Extracts,  Local,  Social,  and  Political 
from  the  Archives  of  the  City  of  London,  a.d.  1276-1419.  Selected' 
translated,  and  edited  by  H.  T.  Rilet,  M.A.    Royal  Svo.  21s.  ' 

COMMENTARIES  on  the  HISTORY,  CONSTITUTION,  and  CHAR- 
TERED FRANCHISES  of  the  CITY  of  LONDON.  By  Geoege  Noeton 
formerly  one  of  the  Common  Pleaders  of  the  City  of  London.  Third  Edition' 
Svo.  14s. 

CURIOSITIES  of  LONDON;  exhibiting  the  most  Rare  and  Remarkable 

Objects  of  Interest  in  the  Metropolis;  with  nearly  Sixty  Years'  Personal 
Recollections.  By  John  Timbs,  F.S.A.  New  Edition,  corrected  and  en- 
larged,   bvo,  with  Portrait,  21s. 

The  NORTHERN  HEIGHTS  of  LONDON  ;  or,  Historical  Associations 
of  Hanipstead,  Highgate,  Muswell  Hill,  Hornsey,  and  Islington.  By 
William  Howitt.    W^ith  about  40  Woodcuts.    Square  crown  Svo.  21s. 

VISITS  to  REMARKABLE  PLACES:  Old  Halls,  Battle-Fields,  and 
Scenes  Illustrative  of  Striking  Passages  in  English  History  and  Poetry. 
By  AViLLiAii  HowiTT.    2  vols,  square  crown  Svo.  with  Woodcuts,  25s. 

The  RURAL    LIFE  of   ENGLAND.      By  the   same   Author.      With 

Woodcuts  by  Bewick  and  Williams.    Medium  Svo.  12s.  6d. 

The  IRISH  in  AMERICA.    By  John  Francis  Maguirb,  M.P.  for 

Cork.    Post  Svo.  12s.  6rf. 
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ROMA  SOTTEERAKEA ;  or,  an  Account  of  the  Roman  Catacombs, 

and  especially  of  the  Cemetery  of  St.  Callixtus.  Compiled  from  the  Works 
of  Coniinendatore  G.  B.  De  Rossi,  with  the  consent  of  the  Author,  by  the 
Rev.  J.  S.  XoETHCOTE,  D.D.  and  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Buownlow.  With 
numerous  Engravings  on  Wood,  10  Lithographs,  10  Plates  in  Chromo- 
lithography,  and  an  Atlas  of  Plans,  all  executed  in  Rome  under  the  Author's 
superintendence  for  this  Translation.    1  vol.  8vo.  [Nearly  ready. 


Works  of  Fiction. 

The  "WARDEN:  a  Novel.  By  Anthony  TROLLOjeE.  Crown  8vo.  2s.  6c?. 
Earchester  Towers  :  a  Sequel  to  '  The  Warden.'     Crown  8vo.  3s.  6d. 

STORIES  and  TALES  by  Elizabeth  M.  Sewell,  Author  of  '  Amy 
Herbert,'  uniform  Edition,  each  Tale  or  Story  complete  in  a  single  Volume. 


Amy  Herbert,  2s.6d. 
Gertrude,  2s.  6d. 
Earl's  Daughter,  2s.  6d. 
Experience  of  Life,  2s.  Qd. 
Cleve  Hall,  3s.  6rf. 


Ivors,  3s.  6d. 

Katharine  Ashton,  3s.  6d. 
Margaret  Percival,  5s. 
Laneton  Parsonage,  4s.  &d 
Ursula,  4s.  Qd. 


A  Glimpse  of  tlie  "World.    By  the  Author  of  'Amy  Herbert.'  Fcp.  7s.  ed. 
The  Journal  of  a  Home  Life.    By  the  same  Author.    Post  8vo.  9s.  6d. 
After  Life  ;  a  Sequel  to  '  The  Journal  of  a  Home  Life.'     Price  10s.  6d. 
UNCLE  PETER'S  FAIRY  TALE  for  the  XIX  CENTURY.     Edited 

by  E.  M.  Sewell,  Author  of  'Amy  Herbert,'  &c.    Fcp.  8vo.  7s.  6cZ. 
BECKER'S  GALLUS  ;  or,  Roman   Scenes  of  the  Time  of  Augustus  : 

with  Notes  and  Excursuses.    New  Edition.    Post  8vo.  7s.  6c?. 

BECKER'S  CHARICLES;  a  Tale  illustrative  of  Private  Life  among  the 
Ancient  Greeks  :  with  Notes  and  Excursuses.  New  Edition.  Post  8vo.  7s.  Qd. 

NOVELS  and  TALES  by  G.  J.  Whtte  Melville  :— 


The  Gladiators,  5s. 
DiGBY  Grand,  .5s. 
Kate  Coventry,  5s. 
General  Bounce,  5s. 


HOLMBY  House.  5s. 
Good  for  Nothing,  6s. 
The  Queen's  JIaries,  6. 
The  Interpreter,  5s. 


TALUS  of  ANCIENT  GREECE.      By  George  W.   Cox,   M.A.  late 

Scholar  of  Trin.  Coll.  Oxon.    Being  a  Collective  Edition  of  the  Author's 
Classical  Stories  and  Tales,  complete  in  One  Volume.    Crown  8vo.  6s.  6d. 
A  MANUAL  of  MYTHOLOGY,  in  the  form  of  Question  and  Answer. 
By  the  same  Author.    Fcp.  3s. 


Poetry  and  The  Drama. 

THOMAS  MOORE'S  POETICAL  "WORKS,  the  only  Editions  contain- 
ing the  AiUhor's  last  Copyright  Additions  : — 
Shamrock  Edition,  crown  8vo.  price  8s.  Qd. 
Ruby  Edition,  crown  8vo.  with  Portrait,  price  6s. 
People's  Edition,  square  crown  8vo.  with  Porrait,  &c.  12s.  Qd. 
Library  Edition,  medium  8vo.  Portrait  and  Vignette,  14s. 
Cabinet  Edition,  10  vols.  fcp.  8vo.  price  35s. 
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MOORE'S  IRISH  MELODIES,  Maclise's  Edition,  \vith  161  Steel  Plates 
from  Original  Drawings.    Sui)cr-royal  8vo.  Sis.  (JcZ. 

Miniature  Edition  of  Moore's  Irish  Melodies  -with  Maclise's  De- 
signs (as  above)  reduced  in  Lithograpliy.    luip.  16mo.  His.Gd. 

MOORE'S  LALLA  ROOKH.  Tenniel's  Edition,  with  68  Wood 
Engravings  from  original  Drawings  and  other  Illustrations.    Fcp.  4to.  21s. 

SOUTHEY'S  POETICAL  WORKS,  with  the  Author's  last  Corrections 
and  copyright  Additions.  Library  Edition,  in  1  vol.  medium  8vo.  with 
Portrait  and  Vignottf,  Us.  or  in  10  vols.  fcp.  Ss.  Gd.  each. 

LAYS  of  ANCIENT  ROME ;  with  Ivri/  and  the  Armada.  By  the 
Right  Hon.  Lokd  ^Iacaulat.    IGmo.  4s.  6d. 

Lord  Macaulay's  Lays  of  Ancient  Rome.  With  90  Illustrations  on 
Wood,  from  the  Antique,  from  Drawings  by  G.  Schaef.    Ecp.  4to.  21s. 

Miniature  Edition  of  Lord  Macaulay's  Lays  of  Ancient  Rome, 
with  the  Illustrations  (as above)  reduced  in  Lithography,  Imp.  16mo.  lOs.GJ. 

GOLDSMITH'S  POETICAL  WORKS,  with  Wood  Engravings  from 
Designs  by  Members  of  tlie  Etching  CrrB.    Imperial  16mo.  7s.  6d. 

MEMORIES  of  some  CONTEMPORARY  POETS ;  with  Selections  from 
their  Writings.    By  Emilt  Tatlor.    Royal  ISmo,  5s. 

POEMS.     By  Jean  Ingelow.     Thirteenth  Edition.     Fcp.  8vo.  5s. 

POEMS  hy  Jean  Ingelow.     With  nearly  100  Illustrations  hy  Eminent 

Artists,  engraved  on  Wood  by  the  Brothei'S  Dalziel.    Fcp.  4to.  21s. 
A  STORY  of  DOOM,  and  other  Psems.     By  Jean  Ingelo^v.    Fcp.  5s. 

POETICAL   WORKS  of  LETITIA  ELIZABETH   LANDON  (L.E.L.). 

2  vols.  16mo.  10s. 

BOWDLER'S  FAMILY  SHAKSPEARE,  cheaper  Genuine  Edition, 
complete  in  1  vol.  large  type,  with  36  Woodcut  Illustrations,  price  14s.  or 
with  the  same  Illustkatioxs,  in  6  pocket  vols.  3s.  C>d.  each. 

HORATII  OPERA,  Pocket  Edition,  with  carefully  corrected  Text, 
l\Iarginal  References,  and  Introduction.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  J.  E. 
Yo>"GE,  M.A.     Square  ISmo.  4.?.  6cZ. 

HORATII  OPERA.  Library  Edition,  with  Marginal  References  and 
English  Notes.    Edited  by  the  Rev.  J.  E.  YoxGE.    8vo.  2ls. 

The  .ENEID  of  VIRGIL  Translated  into  English  Verse.  By  John 
CoNiXGTOX,  M.A.    Crown  8vo.  9s. 

ARUNDINES  CAMI,  sive  Musarum  Cantabrigiensium  Lusus  canori. 
Collegit  atque  edidit  H.  Deuey,  M.A.  Editio  Sexta,  curavit  H.  J.  Hodgson 
M.A.    Crown  8vo.  7s.  6d.  ' 

EIGHT  COMEDIES  of  ARISTOPHANES,  viz.  the  Acharnians,  Knights, 

Clouds.  Wasps,  Peace.  Birds,  Frogs,  and  Plutus.    Translated  into  Rhymed 

Metres  by  Leoxaud  Hampson  Rudd,  M.A.    Svo.  15s. 
PLAYTIME  with  the  POETS  :  a  Selection  of  the  best  English  Poetry 

for  the  use  of  Children.    By  a  Lady.    Revised  Edition.    Crown  Svo.  5s. 
The  HOLY  CHILD:  a  Poem  in  Four  Cantos;  also  an  Ode  to  Silence, 

and  other  Poems.    By  Stephen  Jennee,  M.A.    Fcp,  bvo.  5s. 

D 
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The  ILIAD  of  HOMER  TRANSLATED  into  BLANK  VERSE.     By 

ICHABOD  Charles  Weight,  M.A.    2  vols,  crown  8vo.  21s. 
The  ILIAD  of  HOMER  in  ENGLISH  HEXAMETER   VERSE.     By 

J.  Henet  Daex,  M.A.  of  Exeter  Coll.  Oxford.    Square  crown  8vo.  21s. 
The  ODYSSEY  of  HOMER.     Translated  into  Blank  Ycise  by  G.  W. 

EDGiXTOif.  Licenti^ite  in  Medicine.    Dedicated  by  permission  to  Edward 

Earl  of  Derby.    Vol.  I.  8vo.  witii  Map,  10s,  Grf. 

DANTE'S  DIVINE  COMEDY,  translated  in  English  Terza  Rima  by 
John  Dayman,  M.A.  [With  the  Italian  Text,  after  Brunetti,  interpaged.] 
Svo.  21s. 

HUNTING    SONGS    and    MISCELLANEOUS    VERSES.      By  R.  E. 

Egeeton  Waebueton.    Second  Edition.    Fcp.  Svo.  5s. 
An   OLD    STORY,  and  other    Poems.      By  Elizabeth    D.    Cross. 

Second  Edition.    Pep.  Svo.  3s.  &d. 
The    THREE   FOUNTAINS,    a    Faery  Epic  of  Euboea ;    with  other 

Verses.    By  the  Author  of  '  The  Afterglow.'    Ecp.  Svo.  oS.  Hd. 
The  Afterglow  ;  Songs  and  Sonnets  for  my  Friends.     By  the  Author 

of  '  The  Three  Fountains.'    Second  Edition.    Fcp.  Svo.  5s, 
The  SILVER  STORE  collected  from  Medieval  Christian  and  Jewish 

Mines.    By  the  Rev.  Sabine  Baeing-Gotjld,  M.A.    Crown  Svo.  6s. 


Rural  Sports,  &c. 

BLAINE'S  ENCYCLOP.ffiDIA  of  RURAL  SPORTS ;  Huntirg,  Shoot- 
ing, Fishing,  Racing,  &c.  With  above  600  Woodcuts  (20  from  Designs  by 
John  Li^ech).   Svo.  42s. 

Col.  HAWKER'S  INSTRUCTIONS  to  YOUNG  SPORTSMEN  in  all 
that  relates  to  Guns  and  Shooting.  Revised  by  the  Author's  Son.  Square 
crown  Svo.  with  Illustrations,  18s. 

The  DEAD  SHOT,  or  Sportsman's  Complete  Guide  ;  a  Treatise  on 
the  Use  of  the  Gun,  Dog-breaking,  Pigeon- shooting,  &c.  By  Maeksman. 
Revised  Edition.    Fcp.  Svo.  with  Plates,  55. 

The  FLY-FISHER'S  ENTOMOLOGY.  By  Alfred  Ronalds.  With 
coloured  Representations  of  the  Natural  and  Artificial  Insect.  Sixth 
Edition ;  with  20  coloured  Plates.    Svo.  14s. 

A  BOOK  on  ANGLING ;  a  complete  Treatise  on  the  Art  of  Angling 
in  every  branch.  By  Feancis  Feancis.  Second  Edition,  with  Portrait 
and  15  other  Plates,  plain  and  coloured.    Post  Svo.  15s. 

HANDBOOK  of  ANGLING  :  Teaching  Fly-fishing,  Trolling,  Bottom- 
fishins  Salmon-fishing ;  with  the  Natural  History  of  River  Fish,  and  the 
best  modes  of  Catching  them.    By  Ephemeea.    Fcp.  Woodcuts,  5s. 

WILCOCKS'S  SEA-FISHERMAN;  comprising  the  Chief  Methods  of 
Hook  and  Line  Fishing  in  the  British  and  other  Seas,  a  Glance  at  Nets, 
and  Remarks  on  Boats  and  Boating.  Second  Edition,  enlarged ;  with  80 
Woodcuts.    Post  Svo.  I2s.  6d. 

The  CRICKET  FIELD;  or,  the  History  and  the  Science  of  the  Game 
of  Cricket.     By  James  Ptckost,  B.A.     Fom-th  Edition.    Fcp.  5s. 
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HORSE  and  MAN.     By  C.  S.  March  Phillipps,  Author  of  *  Juris- 
prudence,' &e.    Ecp.  8vo.  2.s\  Gd. 
The  HORSE'S    FOOT,  and    HOW  to    KEEP    IT    SOUND.      By   W. 

Miles,  Esq.    Ninth  Edition,  with  lUustrations.    Imperiiil  8vo.  \2s.  6d. 
A  Plain  Treatise  on  Horse-Shoeing.      By  the  same  Author.     Sixth 
Edition.    Post  8vo.  witli  lUustrations,  25.  Qd. 

Stables  and  Stable-Fittings .  By  the  same.  Imp.  8vo.  with  1 3  Plates,  1 5s. 

Remarks  on  Horses'  Teeth,  addressed  to  Purchasers.    By  the  same. 

Post  8vo.  Is.  6d. 
ROBBINS'S    CAVALRY   CATECHISM,  or  Instructions   on    Cavalry 
Exercise  and  Field  Movements,  Brigade  Movements, Out-post  Duty,  Cavalry 
supporting  Artillery,  Artilleiy  attached  to  Cavalry.    12mo.  5.s\ 

BLAINE'S  VETERINARY  ART  ;  a  Treatise  on  the  Anatomy,  Physi- 
ology, and  Curative  Treatment  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Horse,  Neat  Cattle 
and  Sheep.  Seventh'Edition,  revised  and  enlarged  by  C.  Steel,  M.R.C.V.S.L. 
8vo.  v.'ith  Plates  and  Woodcuts.  18s. 

The  HORSE :  with  a  Treatise  on  Draught.     By  William  Youatt. 

New  Edition,  revised  and  enlarged.    8vo.  with  nvimerous  Woodcuts,  12s.  6d. 

The  Dog.     By  the  same  Author.     8vo.  with  numerous  "Woodcuts,  6s. 

The  DOG  in  HEALTH  and  DISEASE.     By  Stonehenge.     With  70 

Wood  Engravings.    Square  erown  8vo.  10s.  6f/. 
The  GREYHOUND.      By  Stonehenge.      Revised   Edition,   with  24 
Portraits  of  Greyhounds.    Square  crown  8vo.  10s.  6c/. 

The  OX  ;  his  Diseases  and  their  Treatment:  with  an  Essay  on  Parturi- 
tion in  the  Cow.  By  J.  R.  Dobson.    Crown  8vo.  with  Illustrations.  7s.  6d. 


Commerce,  Navigation,  and  Mercantile  Affairs. 

BANKING,  CURRENCY,  and  the  EXCHANGES  ;  a  Practical  Trea- 
tise.   By  Aethuk  Ckump.    Post  8vo.  Gs. 

The  ELEMENTS  of  BANKING.    By  Henry  Dunning  Macleod,  M.A. 

Barrister-at-Law.    Post  Svo.  ^Nearly  ready. 

The  THEORY  and  PRACTICE  of  BANKING.     By  the  same  Author. 

Second  Edition,  entirely  remodelled.    2  vols.  8vo.  30s. 

PRACTICAL    GUIDE   for   BRITISH    SHIPMASTERS    to   UNITED 

States  Ports.    By  Pieerepont  Edwaeds.    Post  Svo.  8s.  6rf. 

A  DICTIONARY,  Practical,  Theoretical,  and  Historical,  of  Com- 
merce and  Commercial  Navigation.  By  J.  R.  M'Culloch,  Esq.  New  and 
thoroughly  revised  Edition.    Svo.  price  6:3s.  cloth,  or  70s.  half-bd.  in  russia. 
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